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WASHINGTON QB JAKE LOCKER © OREGON RB LEGARRETTE BLOUNT 
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Introducing the all-new BMW Z4 Roadster. Fueled byapotent visceral connection to the road below while the retractable 


yet efficient 300-horsepower engine with a 0-60 time of 5.1 _ hardtop supplies some much-needed oxygen above. The drive 


seconds, the all-new BMW 24 redefines the art of roadster has never looked more beautiful. To watch artist Robin Rhode 


driving. Its elegant interior and sporty suspension create a and his stunning 24 paintbrush, visit ExpressionOfJoy.com. 


Your 300-horsepower paintbrush. 


BMW 2009 
The all-new 
24 Roadster 


1-800-334-4BMW 
ExpressionOfJoy.com 
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EDITOR’S LETTER 


t's often said that in college sports, it’s not about the X’s and the O's; it’s 
about the Jimmy's and Joe’s. That might be true to some extent, but col- 
lege football is most definitely about the men calling the X’s and O's. 
Quite simply: It’s all about the coaches. 

Dont agree? Then how do you explain how Florida has won 81.7 percent of 
its games under Steve Spurrier, 62.1 percent under Ron Zook and 83.0 percent 
under Urban Meyer? What about Alabama? Mike Shula won six games or fewer 
in three of his four seasons in Tuscaloosa, yet Nick Saban guided the Tide to a 
perfect 12-0 record in the regular season in his second year on campus. Take a 
look at USC. From 1989-2001, the Trojans went 13 consecutive seasons with- 
out hitting the double-figure mark in wins. Pete Carroll won 11 games in °02, 
his second season at USC, and has won at least 11 every year since. 

What's the moral of the story? You can have a great program with great tra- 
dition, but unless you have the right guy running the show, it’s going to be very 
difficult to sustain success. And because coaches like Meyer, Saban and Car- 
roll are proven winners, they are paid extremely well for their services. Is it too 
much? Is $4 million per year to coach a college football team too much money? 
Possibly, but that is what the market currently pays for the best of the best. 

When a school is fortunate enough to have the right guy in place, it will do 
just about anything to keep him in the fold. And the opposite is true as well. 
Athletic directors have a quicker trigger than ever. If they suspect their program 
isn't on the verge of national prominence, they won't be shy about firing their 
coach — no matter how many wins that coach has accumulated or how big 
his buyout may be. It’s a crazy business with some interesting new trends. 

On page 34, Michael Bradley takes an in-depth look at the coaching indus- 
try in his feature Coaching Carousel: More Money, Less Patience. Michael ex- 
amines the new phenomenon of the coach-in-waiting, talks to some assistant 
coaches about their precarious existence, and addresses the BCA’s concerns 
about the lack of minority coaches in the Division I ranks. 

On a lighter note, we sat down with Superman, a.k.a, Tim Tebow, to talk 
about what life is like for the most popular man in the state of Florida. We did 
our best to goad him into saying something negative about new Tennessee 
coach Lane Kiffin. Check out page 40 to read his response. 

As usual, we have dipped back into the archives to chronicle what happened 
to the top 40 recruits from five years ago. The 2004 class had some studs 
(Adrian Peterson, Calvin Johnson) and plenty of duds (Anthony Morelli, Leon 
Hart). Read about all 40 of these one-time future stars on page 28. 

We have expanded our Extra Points section this year to provide a more in- 
depth primer to the 2009 college football season. You can read about coaches 
on the hot seat, the top transfers eligible this fall, the key quarterback battles, 
and much more, starting on page 12. 

And of course, you can also find our national rankings of all 120 teams — 
from No. 1 (Florida) to No. 120 (Western Kentucky) starting on page 42. 

As always, we'd like to hear your thoughts on our magazine. Tell us what you 
liked and what you didn’t like, and let us know which of our predictions we 
got right and what we missed. 

Email us at editor@athlonsports.com. 

Enjoy the season. 


MAM sg — 


Mitchell Light, Managing Editor 
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Was it the name of the very first still? Or did the seventh recipe O] a 


make the best sippin’ whiskey of all? Maybe Mr. Jack just felt 

seven was his lucky number. Truth be told, no one knows the 

origin or significance of “Old No. 7” on our label. Except Mr. 

Jack. And we won't be hearing from him any time soon. oe) 


WHAT THE L E EL DOESN’ T TELL YOU, A SIP WILL. Pp 
| RAND 


ITH THE SAME CARE WE PUT INTO MAKING IT. 


ENJOY OUR WHISKEY | 
JACK DANIEL’S and ou NO. 7 are registered trademarks. ©2009 Jack Daniel's. Tennessee Whiskey Alcohol 40% by Volume (80 proof). Distilled and Bottled by Jack Daniel Distillery, Lynchburg (POP. 361), Tennessee. 
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Jeffrey Demps rocked the Georgia Dome, gliding to this fourth quarter 
go-ahead touchdown in Florida’s 31—20 win over Alabama in the SEC 
Championship Game. It was one of many indelible moments in the 
Gators’ march to their second championship in three years. 


Photo by Tim Clark/Athion Sports 
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2009 REGIONAL EDITION 


EXTRA POINTS 


Heisman contenders, teams on the rise, ranking the 
conferences, QB battles, impact freshmen and much, much more. 


TOP 40 RECRUITS OF 2004 


The top two landed in Norman, but their paths diverged from 
there — symbolic of the hits and misses of 2004. 


A WHOLE NEW WORLD 


Athletic directors are throwing piles of cash at big-name 
coaches and expecting immediate results, as the coaching 
carousel spins wildly out of control. 


ONE-ON-ONE WITH TIM TEBOW 


He’s won a Heisman and two national titles. Now, the senior 
superstar wants both — in the same season. 
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“TRUSTED QUALITY SINCE 1921" 


RUSTOLEUM' ‘ 


____ INTRODUCE A 
0) NAME YOU TRUST TO. 
| A TRUSTED FRIEND. | 


PRESENTING RUST-OLEUM’S 
NEW AUTOMOTIVE PRODUCTS 


Introducing Rust-Oleum's innovative line of automotive products — 

from paints to primers to solvents — that help beautify and protect 

3 , WAX «TAR A WH : your pride and joy. New automotive products are formulated for superior 
wa performance and durability, Trust your passion to Rust-Oleum. 


RUST-OLEUM 


stopping rust is just the start” 
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If our hunch is correct — as it was last season — the national 
championship game will have a familiar look to it. 


A league-by-league look at what to expect this season. 

54 F EV 

Armanti Edwards is back for his final tour with Appalachian State, and the dy- 
namic quarterback will have the Mountaineers in the national title hunt. 


58 ATHLON SPORTS ALL-AMERICA TEAM 
How deep is this year’s pool of talent? The reigning Heisman winner isn’t 
even a first-team All-American. We present the best of the best. 


Who has the best backs in the ACC? The top D-line in the SEC? Glad you asked. 


Cover Photographers: Mike Nixon, Jahvid Best, Daryll Clark, Taylor Mays, Jacquizz Rodgers by Peter Brouillet; Michael Smith, Todd Reesing, Bill Snyder by Larry Smith; T.J. Yates, Russell Wilson, Jacory Har- 
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Dwight Tardy, Jake Locker by Stephen Brashear; Scott Lutrus by Greg Raymond; Mike Kafka, Jimmy Clausen, Eric Berry, Ryan Kerrigan, LeGarrette Blount by Ric Fogel; Roy Helu Jr. by Brian Ebner; Anthony 
Dixon by Wesley Hitt/Getty Images; Derrick Washington by Paul Jasienski/Getty Images; Victor Anderson by Andy Lyons/Getty Images; Charles Scott by Steve Franz; Randall Cobb by Paul Levy; Da‘Rel Scott, 
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Marve by Al Kooistra; Tim Tebow, Jevan Sneed by Tim Clark/ Athlon Sports 
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PRESEASON, IN SEASON, ALL SEASON 


for a different point, click and view of sports 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


Athion Sports editors will talk College Football and Recruiting throughout the summer 
every Thursday afternoon. Head over to AthlonSports.com for a complete schedule. 


Athlon’s Heisman Watch features the top 25 candidates to hoist the Heisman Trophy. 


Let our panel of experts prepare you for your college fantasy football draft with the Col- 
lege Fantasy Football Draft Kit. New to College Fantasy? Learn strategies, how to play 
and get exclusive player rankings at AthlonSports.com this summer. 


Weekly ranking updates of all 120 Football Bow! Subdivision teams. See who rises and 
who falls every Monday afternoon. 


ATHLON SPORTS’ 
WEEKLY Athlon Sports’ exclusive college football photography is showcased every Monday in 
COLLEGE FOOTBALL. Scenes from Saturday. Soak up the atmosphere surrounding two of the biggest 


games each week only on AthlonSports.com. 


VIDEOCAST 


One of the most popular features on AthlonSports.com during the football season. Let 


The Fastest Five Minutes in College Football your voice be heard again in the 2009 Sideline Spirit Contest. 
appears every Thursday on AthlonSports.com 


Get all your recruiting rankings in one place with the Athlon Consensus 100. The 2010 
AC100 database launches this summer. 


Every team. Every game. Every Thursday. Make AthlonSports.com your source for weekly 
game previews from team No. 1 to 120. 


Get BCS conference writeups every Monday chronicling the weekend's action. 
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LEGARRETTE BLOUNT 
RB, OREGON 


DEZ BRYANT 
WR, OKLAHOMA STATE 


DARYLL CLARK 
QB, PENN STATE 


JEREMIAH MASOLI 
QB, OREGON 


TERRELLE PRYOR 
QB, OHIO STATE 


ZAC ROBINSON 
QB, OKLAHOMA STATE 


JACQUIZZ RODGERS 
RB, OREGON STATE 


EVAN ROYSTER 
RB, PENN STATE 


CHARLES SCOTT 
RB, LSU 


JEVAN SNEAD 
QB, OLE MISS 


The Oklahoma City native threw for 4,720 


yards with an astounding 50 touchdown 
passes (and only eight INTs) en route to 
inning the 2008 Heisman Trophy. 


colt He did it all for the Longhorns in 2008, throwing 
M CCOY for 3,859 yards and 34 touchdowns while adding 
561 yards and 11 scores on the ground. Finished 
TEXAS second to Bradford in last year’s Heisman race. 
ja hvid The latest in a long line of outstanding Cal tailbacks 
flew under the radar as a sophomore, but Best rolled 
BEST up 1,580 rushing yards in 12 games and averaged 
CAT an eye-popping 8.1 yards per carry — best in the 


nation among backs with more than 150 attempts. 


Thrived in Paul Johnson's flexbone attack, 
leading the ACC in rushing with 107.3 
yards per game. His 15.4 carries per game 
were the fewest among the top 25 rushers in 
the nation, so he will need more work to 
make a serious run at the Heisman. 


Injuries (knee cap, hamstring) 
have been a problem the past two 


seasons, but no one questions his 
ba M U RRAY ability. Murray rushed for 1,002 


OKLAHOMA 6 yards on 179 carries while sharing 


time with Chris Brown last fall. 


ARRELIOUS BENN, WR, ILLINOIS 
ERIC BERRY, S, TENNESSEE 

JOHN CLAY, RB, WISCONSIN 

NOEL DEVINE, RB, WEST VIRGINIA 
DARREN EVANS, RB, VIRGINIA TECH 
ROBERT GRIFFIN, QB, BAYLOR 
MAX HALL, QB, BYU 

KENDALL HUNTER, RB, OKLA. STATE 
TAYLOR MAYS, S, USC 

JOE MCKNIGHT, RB, USC 

MARK INGRAM, RB, ALABAMA 
TONY PIKE, QB, CINCINNATI 
MICHAEL SMITH, RB, ARKANSAS 
C.J, SPILLER, RB, CLEMSON 
DAMIAN WILLIAMS, WR, USC 

JUICE WILLIAMS, QB, ILLINOIS 
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traPOINTS 


ALABAMA Although John Parker Wilson posted modest statistics, his 
ability to be an effective game manager will be missed. With the defense 
expected to be strong, the Crimson Tide won't put too much pressure on 
their quarterback. Greg McElroy has attempted only 20 passes in his ca- 
reer and holds a slight edge over talented redshirt freshman Star Jackson 
and incoming freshman A.J. McCarron. Projected Winner: McElroy 


CLEMSON The Tigers were a disappointment on offense last season 
but have the personnel to get back on track quickly, Willy Korn was 
highly regarded out of high school and has attempted 49 passes over the 
last two seasons, but redshirt freshman Kyle Parker had a solid spring and 
is the frontrunner to win the job. Projected Winner: Parker 


GEORGIA With Matthew Stafford moving on to the NEL, the Bull- 
dogs have an intriguing quarterback battle developing. Senior Joe Cox has 
started one game in three seasons, but his steady leadership could be what 
the Bulldogs need until one of the true freshmen, Aaron Murray or Zach 
Mettenberger, is ready to take over. Logan Gray, an athletic sophomore, 
will also be in the mix. Projected Winner: Cox 


LSU Sophomore Jordan Jefferson started the final wwo games last season 
and performed well, highlighted by an impressive bowl victory against 
Georgia Tech. Considering the way Jefferson played, he should have the in- 
side track on the starting job, but he faces a tough battle from incoming 
freshman Russell Shepard and sophomore Jarrett Lee, who started eight 
games last season. Projected Winner: Jefferson 


TENNESSEE Lane Kiffin will be put to the test right away,as_ = MICHIGAN Rich Rodriguez inherited quarterbacks who didn’t quite 


the Volunteers finished 115th nationally in total offense last sea- fit his system, but help is on the way. True freshmen Tate Forcier and 

son. The unit never developed any consistency under former Denard Robinson should be a better match for the spread offense than 
offensive coordinator Dave Clawson — Jonathan Crompton last year’s starters — Steven Threet and Nick Sheridan — and will have an 
(above), B.J. Coleman, who transferred, and Nick Stephens opportunity to play right away. Threet, who began his career at Georgia 
(below) combined to toss eight touchdowns and nine intercep- Tech, left the program over the winter. Projected Winner: Forcier 


tions. Projected Winner: Crompton 


MICHIGAN STATE If the Spartans settle the quarterback battle be- 


tween Kirk Cousins and Keith Nichol, a top-5 finish in the Big Ten is 
within reach. Cousins has performed well in limited action, and Nichol, a 
transfer from Oklahoma, was one of the top dual-threat quarterbacks 
coming out of high school. Projected Winner: Cousins 


UCLA Ifthe Bruins can get any improvement from the quarterback posi- 
tion, a bowl appearance should be within reach. Kevin Craft started 12 
games last season and tossed an eye-popping 20 interceptions with only 
seven touchdowns. The Bruins have recruited well at this position; the new- 
comers include redshirt freshmen Nick Crissman and Kevin Prince and one 
of this year’s top recruits, Richard Brehaut. Projected Winner: Prince 


USC Pete Carroll may have been unhappy about the departure of Mark 
Sanchez, but the Trojans have plenty of talented options. Mitch Mustain 
started and won eight games as a true freshman at Arkansas in 2006, 
Aaron Corp was rated among the top passers out of high school, and in- 
coming freshman Matt Barkley is ranked as the top player in the Athlon 
Consensus 100. Corp and Barkley impressed throughout the spring and 
have the inside track on the job. Projected Winner: Corp 


WEST VIRGINIA Replacing Pat White will be no easy task for sec- 
ond-year coach Bill Stewart. The offense will now turn to senior Jarrett 
Brown, redshirt freshman Coley White or true freshman Eugene Smith. 
Brown is known as a drop-back passer, which should be a good fit consid- 
ering WVU plans to throw more in 2009. Projected Winner: Brown 


Tim Clark/Athion Sports 
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CONFERENCE 


RANKINGS 


SEC @ 

Favorite: Florida ; 

Even though the SEC produced its third national champion ina row, the league 
wasn't quite as formidable as usual in 2008, especially ar the top. That should 
change this fall. Florida is the preseason No: 1 pick in the land, Georgiawwillbe 
strong, and'the SEC West boasts three very strong teams — Alabama, Ole Miss 
and LSU. 


BIG12 OB 


Favorite: Oklahoma 

No conference was more entertaining to watch last season, and with the top two 
Heisman vote getters back in OU’s Sam Bradford and Texas’ Colt McCoy, along 
with Oklahoma State’s Zac Robinson, Baylor’s Robert Griffin and Kansas’ Todd 
Reesing, the Big 12 figures to be an offense-first league once again. 


ACC @ 

Favorite: Virginia Tech 

The ACC didn’t have many (if any) great teams last year, but the league featured 
solid depth. And that should be the case once again in 2009. On paper, Virginia 
Tech (Coastal) and FloridayState (Atlantic) appear to be the class of their re- 


spective divisions, but Georgia Tech, North Carolina, Miami, NC State and 
Clemson will also be solid. 


BIG TEN 


Favorite: Ohio State 

Ohio State and Penn State once again appear to be the top two teams in the 

league, but both suffered significant personnel losses. Michigan State and Iowa, 
which won six of its last seven games, are next on the food chain. 


PAC-10 a 

Favorite: USC 

USC is the overwhelming favorite to claim its eighth-straight Pac-10 title, but 
the league has a couple of other teams (Cal and Oregon)»that should be a fac- 
tor on the national scenes This league was bottom-heavy last fall, with Wash- 
ington and Washington State being arguably the two worst BCS conference 
teams in’the nation. 


“BIGEAST 


Favorite: Cincinnati 

The Big East figures to be one of the most competitive leagues in the nation, 
but competition alone doesn’t make a great league. There are a bunch of solid 
teams in this conference, but there doesn’t appear to be a great one — at least 
in 2009. ) 


MOUNTAIN WEST @ 


Favorite: Utah. 

The 2008 edition of the Mountain West was arguably 
as good as any non-BCS.conference has been in the 
BCSveranliGU Utah and BYU all have staying power, 
so there's no reason to believe this league won't remain 
strong in the future. If San Diego State, long consid- 
ered the sleeping giant on the West Coast, ever awak- 
ens, the MWC will take another step forward. 


CONFERENCE USA. 


Favorite: East Carolina 

The good teams in Conference USA have been pretty 
strong in recent seasons, but the bad teams have been 
pretty bad. One thing that this league can brag about 
is its outstanding coaches, most notably Skip Holtz 
(East Carolina), Todd Graham (Tulsa) and Kevin 
Sumlin (Houston). 


WAC @ 


Favorite: Boise State 

One outstanding team doesn't make a league, and the 
WAC basically has only one program thaviis consis- 
tently strong — Boise State. The bottom teams, in,this 
league (Utah State, Idaho and New Mexico State) con- 
tinue to struggle. 


MAC @ 


Favorite: Central Michigan 

The MAC continues to produce its share of out- 
standing players, but the league struggles to field top- 
50-caliber teams. The bottom of the conference has 
been getting stronger in recent seasons. 


SUN BELT _f 


Favorite: Troy 
As usual, a few Sun Belt teams pulled off shocking up- 
sets in 2008 (Arkansas State beat Texas A&M and 
Middle Tennessee beat Maryland) and a few others 
had near-misses (Louisiana-Monroe lost at Arkansas 
by one and Louisiana-Lafayerte lost at Illinois by 
three), but this league still ranks ast non the 11 
EBS conferences. 
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These 10 players missed most or all of the 2008 season with serious 
injuries. They'll be back in 09 and will be expected to make a big 
impact. 


JAMAR CHANEY LB, MISSISSIPPI STATE 
A second-team All-SEC pick by the league's coaches in 2007, Chaney 
went down with a broken leg in the opener at Louisiana Tech. 


JAKE LOCKER QB, WASHINGTON 
One of the few bright spots at UW in recent years, Locker broke his 
thumb in a late-September loss to Stanford. 


SEAN LEE LB, PENN STATE 

Earned second-team All-Big Ten honors in 2007 in a league that fea- 
tured two of the three finalists for the Butkus Award. Tore his ACL 
last April. 


JEFF OWENS DT, GEORGIA 
A third-team preseason All-SEC pick by the league’s coaches, Owens 
tore an ACL in the first quarter of the season-opener. 


RYAN REYNOLDS LB, OKLAHOMA 

The leader of the Sooners’ defense suffered the second ACL tear of 
his collegiate career in a Game 6 loss to Texas. Sat out spring prac- 
tice but hopes to be ready to go in preseason camp. 


AAIRON SAVAGE DB, AUBURN 

After moving from safety to corner last spring, Savage was expected 
to slide into the starting lineup, but he tore his ACL on the third day 
of preseason camp. 


TRINTON STURDIVANT LT, GEORGIA 
Was expected to anchor the young Bulldog offensive line as a soph- 
omore in 2008 but went down with a torn ACL in August. 


JAYCEN TAYLOR RB, PURDUE 

Carried the ball 107 times for 560 yards in 2007 while sharing time 
with Kory Sheets. Tore his ACL in preseason camp. 

BARRY TURNER DE, NEBRASKA 


An 11-game starter as a junior in 2007, Turner broke his leg in a 
Week 2 win over San Jose State. 


REED WILLIAMS LB, WEST VIRGINIA 

Led the team with 107 tackles in 2007 but was limited to two games 
early last season after undergoing surgery to repair torn labrum car- 
tilage in both shoulders. 


OTHER NOTABLE RETURNEES 


LUCIEN ANTOINE, S, OKLAHOMA STATE 
TONEY BAKER, RB, NC STATE 

DUANE BENNETT, RB, MINNESOTA 
DONALD BOWENS, WR, NC STATE 
RE’QUAN BOYETTE, RB, DUKE 

JASON HARMON, TE, FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
JEROME HAYES, DE, PENN STATE 

AARON HENRY, CB, WISCONSIN 

BARRY HUMPHRIES, G, CLEMSON 

KEVIN JUROVICH, WR, SAN JOSE STATE 
BLAKE KERLEY, C, ARIZONA 


ALEX ALBRIGHT, DE/LB, BOSTON COLLEGE KENNY LEWIS JR., RB, VIRGINIA TECH 
LUKE LIPPINCOTT, RB, NEVADA 
SCOTT LONG, WR, LOUISVILLE 
DERRICK LOCKE, RB, KENTUCKY 
RYAN MILLER, T, COLORADO 
DORIAN MUNROE, S, FLORIDA 
CHRIS POLK, RB, WASHINGTON 
DONOVAN PORTERIE, QB, NEW MEXICO 
TAVARES PRESSLEY, RB, FLORIDA STATE 
DACE RICHARDSON, T, IOWA 

RICHARD SHERMAN, WR/CB, STANFORD 
MARCUS WASHINGTON, LB, GEORGIA 


impact FRESHMAN 


JAAMAL BERRY, RB, OHIO STATE 
Miami native could step in as the Buckeyes’ primary ball-carrier after Beanie 
Wells bolted for the NEL. Berry is 5'11", 185 pounds and runs with speed 
and power — not a bad combination. 


ANDRE DEBOSE, WR, FLORIDA 

Some are calling Debose the next Percy Harvin, but the 5'11", 176-pound 
Sanford, Fla., native is eager to carve out his own niche in Gainesville. He 
has the ideal skill set to flourish in the Gators’ spread offense. 


VONTAZE BURFICT, LB, ARIZONA STATE 

Turned down USC after making an early commitment to Pete Carroll and 
will take his sideline-to-sideline playmaking ability to Arizona State instead. 
Burfict hits like a truck and should play right away at middle linebacker for 
coach Dennis Erickson’s Sun Devils. 


D.J. FLUKER, OT, ALABAMA 

Three years ago, Andre Smith stepped in to start all 13 games at left tackle 
for the Crimson Tide. The 6'7", 350-pound Fluker — whose full name is 
Danny Lee Jesus Fluker — could be the next mainstay on the left side of the 
Tide’s offensive line. 


TATE FORCIER, DENARD ROBINSON, QBs, MICHIGAN 

Justin Feagin and Nick Sheridan are still around, but it will be a surprise if 
either Forcier or Robinson is not the starting quarterback when the Wolver- 
ines open on Sept. 5 vs. Western Michigan. Forcier, an early enrollee, could 
enter preseason camp atop the depth chart. 


MANTI TE’O, LB, NOTRE DAME 

The nation’s top-rated linebacker spurned USC and UCLA to sign with the 
Fighting Irish. The 6'2", 225-pound native of Hawaii will have an oppor- 
tunity to start from Day 1. 


OTHERS TO WATCH 

EDWIN BAKER, RB, MICHIGAN STATE 

BRYCE BROWN, RB, TENNESSEE 

JHERANIE BOYD, WR, NORTH CAROLINA 
WASHAUN EALEY, RB, GEORGIA 

STEPHON GILMORE, CB SOUTH CAROLINA 


JAMAR CHANE 
LINEBACKER 
MISSISSIPPI STATE 


ATHLO 


ONE OF OUR 
BIGGEST 
FANS. 


oe traPOINTS 


Soll OE I T_T 
TODD DODGE NORTH TEXAS 


The former head coach at national power Southlake Carroll High 
School near Dallas has struggled mightily in his two seasons at North 
Texas. The Mean Green are 3-21 overall and 1-13 in the Sun Belt. 
In 2008, they lost their 11 games by an average of 31 anaes 


AL GROH VIRGINIA 
The Cass haven't been bad under Groh’ 


times in Groh’s eight years. 


STEVE KRAGTHORPE LOUISVILLE 
After turning Tulsa into a Conference USA power, Kragthorpe appeared to be 
the perfect fit in Louisville. But in two years, he has lost 13 games — four 
more than his predecessor Bobby Petrino lost in four seasons. 


DOUG MARTIN KENT STATE 
The Golden Flashes are 19-39 under Martin’s watch and have been 
passed by Buffalo and Temple on the MAC East food chain. The loss 
of all-purpose quarterback Julian Edelman will make ir difficult for 
Kent State to make a move forward in 2009. 


GEORGE O'LEARY UCF 

He's won two Conference USA East titles in the past four sea- 
sons, but his overall record is 26-36 after a disappointing 4-8 
mark in 2008. O’Leary does have one thing going for him: a $5 
million buyout that will be very difficult for UCF to swallow. 


MARK SNYDER MARSHALL 


The former Ohio State defensive coordinator has guided his alma mater to four losing 
seasons in his four years on the job. His overall mark is 16-31, including a 13-19 record 
in Conference USA. 


CHARLIE WEIS NOTRE DAME 


After winning 19 of his first 23 games at his alma mater, Weis is 10-17 dating back to 
the end of the 2006 season. He is 0-4 against USC and doesn’t have a win over a BCS 
conference team that ended the season with a winning record since beating UCLA in Oc- 
tober 2006. 


BRET BIELEMA WISCONSIN 


It’s not time to panic, but the Badgers have regressed from 12 wins to nine wins to seven 
wins in the Bielema era. 


DAN HAWKINS COLORADO 


Hawk Love can be very fickle. An 8-16 Big 12 record in three years isn’t sitting too well 
with the locals in Boulder. 


BILL LYNCH INDIANA 
The Hoosiers followed up the 2007 bowl season with a dismal showing in ’08. 


MIKE PRICE UTEP 


Veteran coach has the support of A.D. Bob Stull, but the Miners have suffered through 
three straight losing seasons. 


MIKE SHERMAN TEXAS A&M 
The Aggies were bad on offense and awful on defense en route to a last-place finish in 


the Big 12 South. 


Bruce Schwartzman 
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SURGEON GENERAL WARNING: Tobacco 


Smoke Increases The Risk Of Lung Cancer 
And Heart Disease, Even In Nonsmokers. 
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top TRANSFERS 


QUARTERBACKS 
JUSTIN BURKE, JUNIOR, NC STATE TO LOUISVILLE 


Highly touted 2006 recruit only attempted three passes during his two seasons in Raleigh. Will be 
in the mix to replace Hunter Cantwell as the Cardinals’ starter. 


NICK FANUZZI, SOPHOMORE, ALABAMA TO RICE 

Dual-threat quarterback (No. 18 in the nation by Rivals.com in ’07) is in line to replace Chase 
Clement in Rice’s spread offense, but he won't have tight end James Casey and receiver Jaret Dil- 
lard at his disposal. 


NICK FOLES, SOPHOMORE, MICHIGAN STATE TO ARIZONA 
Pro-style quarterback opted to leave Michigan State after Keith Nichol announced his decision to 
transfer into the program. Will battle dual-threat Matt Scott for the start in Sonny Dykes’ spread at- 
tack. 


G.J. KINNE, SOPHOMORE, TEXAS TO TULSA 

Buried on the depth chart in Austin, Kinne transferred to Tulsa to play in Gus Malzahn’s high-pow- 
ered Golden Hurricane attack, but the offensive coordinator bolted for Auburn after the 2008 sea- 
son. He will be in a three-way battle with junior Jacob Bower and highly touted freshman Shavodrick 
Beaver. 


PETER LALICH, JUNIOR, VIRGINIA TO OREGON STATE 
Virginia native started the first two games last fall but was kicked out of school in mid-September 
due a series of legal transgressions during the summer. Will be eligible this season because he enrolled 
at Oregon State at the start of the school’s academic year. Likely to play behind seniors Lyle Moevao 
and Sean Canfi eld in 2009. 


ETT, SOPHOMORE, MICHIGAN TO ARKANSAS 
zh school quarterback in the nation by both Rivals.com and Scout.com in 2007, 
i after coach Rich Rodriguez (and the spread offense) arrived in town. A clas- 
the 6'6" Mallett should flourish under Bobby Petrino. 


RILEY NELSON, JUNIOR, UTAH STATE TO BYU 

Former Parade All-American played as a true freshman in 2006 before heading out on a two-year 
LDS Church mission. Max Hall figures to be the Cougars’ starter this season, but Nelson will be in 
line to take over in 2010. 


KEITH NICHOL, SOPHOMORE, OKLAHOMA TO MICHIGAN STATE 


Michigan native returned home after losing the starting assignment to eventual Heisman Trophy 
winner Sam Bradford. Expected to battle Kirk Cousins for the top spot on the depth chart. 


RUNNING BACKS 
ANTHONY ALLEN, JUNIOR, LOUISVILLE TO GEORGIA TECH 


Rushed for 1,102 yards and 20 TDs on 242 carries over two seasons at Louisville and now joins 
Paul Johnson's crowded backfield at Georgia Tech. 


TERRANCE GANAWAY, SOPHOMORE, HOUSTON TO BAYLOR 


Rushed for 550 yards and six touchdowns playing for current Baylor coach Art Briles at Houston two 
years ago. 


JAMES MONTGOMERY, JUNIOR, CAL TO WASHINGTON STATE 


Former Parade All-American averaged 4.8 yards per carry as a reserve for the Golden Bears in 2007. 
vil ns an | opportunity to unseat Dw ‘ight Tardy as the Cougars’ primary ball-carrier. 


SMITH, JUNIOR, WISCONSIN TO MEMPHIS 

d for 774 yards in two seasons at Wisconsin, will team with returning 1,200-yard 
is Steele to give the Tigers a formidable one-two punch in the backfield. He is one of seven 
n BCS schools who will be eligible this fall ac Memphis. 


DEMAUNDRAY V WOOLRIDGE, SENIOR, WASHINGTON STATE TO IDAHO 


Texas native hasn't played since the 2006 season, when he rushed for 330 yards on 78 carries for the 
Cougars. Sat out the ’07 season due to academics before transferring across the state line to Idaho. 
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Mallett: John Grieshop 
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WIDE RECEIVERS 
JARRED FAYSON, JUNIOR, FLORIDA TO ILLINOIS 


A top 50 national recruit coming out of Tampa, Fayson caught only 13 passes in two seasons with the 
Gators. Will have a chance to flourish in what is expected to be a pass-first offense under new coordina- 
tor Mike Schultz. 


JOSH JARBOE, FRESHMAN, OKLAHOMA TO TROY 


One of the elite wide receivers in the class of 2008, Jarboe was booted from Oklahoma last August after 
his rap video appeared on YouTube. The controversial Georgia native — he was arrested in the spring of 
2008 for bringing a stolen gun to school — can make a big impact in the Sun Belt if he can stay out of 
trouble. 


TIGHT ENDS 


COLIN PEEK, SENIOR, GEORGIA TECH TO ALABAMA 
Peek bolted Georgia Tech after Paul Johnson's tight end-less offense arrived in Adlanta. He caught 
25 passes for 248 yards with the Yellow Jackets in 2007. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 


JUSTIN BOREN, JUNIOR, MICHIGAN TO OHIO STATE 


Boren did the unthinkable, transferring from Michigan to Ohio State after Rich Rodriguez took 
over in Ann Arbor. Started all 13 games in 2007 — eight at center and five at left guard. 


MATT CARUFEL, JUNIOR, NOTRE DAME TO MINNESOTA 


Carufel, who left the Irish during the 2007 season after starting the first three games, will have 
an opportunity to start on a new-look offensive line at Minnesota. 


JARVIS JONES, SOPHOMORE, LSU TO OKLAHOMA 


A backup on the Tigers’ 2007 national title team, Jones was dismissed for a violation of team rules. 
He will have an opportunity to take on a significant role on the Sooners’ re-tooled offensive line. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 


© KANSAS STATE 
a unanimous Fresh- 
e after being ruled aca- 
PHIL TAYLOR, JUNIOR, PENN STATE TO BAYLOR 
Massive defensive tackle started five games for the Lions in 2007 but was kicked off the team last 
summer for running into legal trouble. The Maryland native should be in position to earn a 
starting assignment for the Bears. 


LINEBACKERS 


AARON NAGEL, SOPHOMORE, NOTRE DAME TO NORTHWESTERN 
Buried on the Irish depth chart, Nagel left Notre Dame after spring practice in 2008. He will join 
his brother Brett, a redshirt freshman tight end/H-back, at Northwestern, where he will be ex- 
pected to contend for a starting position. 


DERRICK ODOM, JUNIOR, LSU TO MEMPHIS 


Former top 100 national recruit was kicked off the team by Les Miles last summer. He was 
named one of two Defensive Scout Team Players of the Year at Memphis in 2008. 


Fitzgerald: Bruce Schwartzman 


Jeffers: Ric Fogel 


2010 TRANSFERS 


These notable players will be back on the scene in 2010 after sitting 


out this fall. 


WESLEY CARROLL 

QB, MISSISSIPPI STATE TO FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 

South Florida native returns home after losing his starting position 
to junior college transfer Tyson Lee midway through the 2008 sea- 
son. Two years of eligibility remaining. 


JAKE CHRISTENSEN 

QB, IOWA 

Enjoyed a solid season as a first-year starter for the Hawkeyes in 2007 
but lost his job to Ricky Stanzi last season. 


LENNON CREER 

RB, TENNESSEE 

Showed tremendous promise as a feature back but left the team in the 
spring after top recruit Bryce Brown signed with the Vols. 


BRODERICK GREEN 

RB, USC TO ARKANSAS 

Little Rock native returns to his home state after receiving limited ac- 
tion (32 carries) for the Trojans in 2008. Two years of eligibility re- 
maining. 


VIDAL HAZELTON 

WR, USC TO CINCINNATI 

Caught 50 passes for 540 yards as a sophomore but was slowed by 
injuries in 2008 and caught only six passes in eight games. One year 
of eligibility remaining. 


ROBERT MARVE 

QB, MIAMI 

Started 11 games for the Canes as a redshirt freshman but decided he 
didn’t want to play for Randy Shannon. Two years of eligibility re- 
maining. 


SAM MCGUFFIE 

RB, MICHIGAN TO RICE 

Former four-star recruit rushed for 486 yards as a true freshman at 
Michigan. Should slide right into a prominent role with the Owls in 
2010. Three years of eligibility remaining. 


MATT SIMMS 

QB, LOUISVILLE TO EL CAMINO (CALIF.) COLLEGE 

The son of former Super Bowl MVP Phil Simms decided to leave 
school after the Cardinals signed a junior college quarterback to com- 
pete for the starting assignment in 2009. Will have two years of eli- 
gibility remaining after spending one season in the junior college 


ranks. 


STEVEN THREET 

QB, MICHIGAN 

Michigan native had a brief stop at Georgia Tech in the spring of 
2007 as an early enrollee but bolted after Paul Johnson (and the op- 
tion) arrived. Transferred to Michigan only to watch Rich Rodriguez 
(and the spread) come to town after the ’07 season. Threet, a drop- 
back passer, started eight games at Michigan last fall but was not a 
good fit in Rodriguez's offense. 


GIOVANNI VIZZA 
QB, NORTH TEXAS TO TEXAS A&M 
Threw for a ton of yards in North Texas’ high-octane offense, but he 


had more interceptions than touchdowns in his two seasons as the 
starter. Two years of eligibility remaining. 


BACK ROMACADEMICS_ 


CHRIS DEGEARE OL, WAKE FOREST 
Started 14 games as. a sophomore in 2006 and nine as a junior in ’07 be- 
fore sitting out last season. Has one season of eligibility remaining. 


MITCH PETRUS OL, ARKANSAS 

Earned second-team All-SEC honors as a junior starter at left guard in 
2007. Will re-join a Razorback line that returns four players who started 
at least four games in ’08. 


JAMEEL SEWELL QB, VIRGINIA 

Dual-threat quarterback started 22 straight games before being ruled ac- 
ademically ineligible for the 08 season. Should be a good fit in new co- 
ordinator Gregg Brandon's spread offense, but first has to win the job 
from senior Vic Hall. 


MANASE TONGA FB, BYU 


Powerful combo back was the Cougars’ second-leading rusher in 2007 
with 305 yards and eight touchdowns on 88 carries. 


E.J. SAVANNAH LB, WASHI 
Led the Huskies with 111 tackles, i 
his weak-side inca spot in 200 


eligibility remaining. 


PAUL WARFORD CB, KENTUCKY 
Started 14 games in his first two seasons at Kentucky, including 11 in 
2007. Should team with Trevard Lindley to form one of the SEC’s top 


cornerback tandems. 


MIKE WILLIAMS WR, SYRACUSE 
Buffalo native led the Orange with 60 catches for 837 yards and 10 
touchdowns in 2007. Still has two seasons of eligibility remaining. 


ATHLON® SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2009 


Brad Schloss 


Nutt: Danny Murphy; Pelini: Larry W. Smith; Rodriguez: Joe Robbins 
Cuteliffe and Petrino: Paul Levy; Stewart: Bruce Schwartzman 


1. HOUSTON NUTT OLE miss 

BEFORE: 3-9 (0-8) AFTER: 9-4 (5-3) 
The Rebels ended the season on a six-game winning streak 
that featured wins over four SEC West rivals and Texas Tech 
in the Cotton Bowl. Their four losses came by an average of 
4.8 points. 


2. PAUL JOHNSON GEorRGIA TECH 

BEFORE: 7-6 (4-4) AFTER: 9-4 (5-3) 
A 38-3 loss to LSU in the Chick-fil-A Bowl put a damper 
on an otherwise outstanding first season in Atlanta. The 
Jackets only increased their ACC win total by one game, 
but this program has a ton of positive momentum heading 
into 2009 and beyond. 


3. ART BRILES BAYLOR 

BEFORE: 3-9 (0-8) AFTER: 4-8 (2-6) 
Briles’ high-octane attack was a big hit in Waco. With true 
freshman Robert Griffin running the show, the Bears 
jumped from 111th in the nation in scoring in 2007 to 
42nd in ’08. 


4. BO PELINI NEBRASKA 

BEFORE: 5~7 (2-6) AFTER: 9-4 (5-3) 
The Huskers recovered from an early season slump to win six 
of their final seven games, including their first bowl victory 
since 2005. The defense made a dramatic improvement, 
from 112th in 2007 to a more respectable 55th in ’08. 


5. JERRY KILL NORTHERN ILLINOIS 

BEFORE: 2-10 (1-6) AFTER: 6-7 (5-3) 
The former boss at Southern Illinois moved upstate and 
guided the Huskies to a winning record in the MAC and a 
spot in the Independence Bowl. 


6. STEVE FAIRCHILD COLORADO STATE 

BEFORE: 3-9 (2-6) AFTER: 7-6 (4-4) 
Former NFL assistant very quietly did an outstanding job at 
his alma mater. The Rams improved their win total by four 
and won a bowl game for the first time since 2001. 


7. KEVIN SUMLIN HOUSTON 

BEFORE: 8-5 (6-2) AFTER: 8-5 (6-2) 
The Cougars won seven of their last nine, capped off by the 
program's first bowl win since 1980. The offense was ex- 
plosive (second in the nation in yards per game), but the 
defense took a step back. 


8. DAVID CUTCLIFFE DUKE 

BEFORE: 1-11 (0-8) AFTER: 4-8 (1-7) 
The Blue Devils won four games and beat two bow! teams 
(Navy and Vanderbilt), but they still won only one ACC 
game, and five of their last seven losses were by 10 points or 
more. 


9. KEN NIUMATALOLO Navy 

BEFORE: 8-5 AFTER: 8-5 
The Midshipmen didn’t miss a beat with Niumatalolo run- 
ning the show. They won eight games (once again), went 
to a bowl game (once again) and drilled Army (once again). 
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10, BOBBY PETRINO ARKANSAS 

BEFORE: 8-5 (44) AFTER: 5-7 (2-6) 
The Hogs took a few steps back, but that was to be expected 
with the loss of three NFL-bound running backs. Three of 
their last four defeats were by three points or less. 


11. GREG MCMACKIN Hawaii 

BEFORE: 12-1 (8-0) AFTER: 7-7 (5-3) 
You can argue that no team suffered bigger personnel losses 
than Hawaii, so McMackin deserves credit for guiding the 
Warriors to a winning record in the WAC and to an ap- 
pearance in the Hawaii Bowl. 


12. LARRY FEDORA SOUTHERN MISS 

BEFORE: 7-6 (5-3) AFTER: 7-6 (4-4) 
The Golden Eagles failed to have a winning record in Con- 
ference USA for the first time ever and had to rally to beat 
Troy in the New Orleans Bowl to avoid their first losing sea- 
son since 1993. 


13. BILL STEWART WEST VIRGINIA 

BEFORE: 11-2 (5-2) AFTER: 9-4 (5-2) 
The Mountaineers played their way out of the national title 
picture with two early season losses — at East Carolina and 
Colorado — but recovered to win nine games. Three of 
their four losses were by four points or less. 


14. RICK NEUHEISEL ucLa 

BEFORE: 6-7 (5-4) AFTER: 4-8 (3-6) 
The Bruins were bad, but Neuheisel inherited only seven 
returning starters and there were major injuries at quarter- 
back and running back. 


15. MIKE SHERMAN Texas A&M 

BEFORE: 7-6 (4-4) AFTER: 4-8 (2-6) 
The Aggies ranked 11th in the Big 12 in both total offense 
and total defense, lost their last three games (by an average 
of 32.7 points) and finished in last place in the South thanks 
to a 41-21 loss to Baylor. 


16. JUNE JONES smu 

BEFORE: 1-11 (0-8) AFTER: 1-11 (0-8) 
Jones opted to go with true freshman Bo Levi Mitchell at 
quarterback over the seasoned Justin Willis, and the results 
weren't pretty. The offense was bad (98th in the nation) and 
the defense was awful (118th). 


17, PAUL WULFF WASHINGTON STATE 

BEFORE: 5-7 (3-6) AFTER: 2-11 (1-8) 
The Cougars, decimated by injuries, looked like the worst 
team in the history of the Pac-10 at times, but they did beat 
Washington in a 16-13 double-overtime classic. 


18. RICH RODRIGUEZ MICHIGAN 

BEFORE: 9-4 (6-2) AFTER: 3-9 (2-6) 
Year 1 of the Rich Rod era produced the school’s first losing 
record since 1967 and the fewest Big Ten wins since 1965. 
The Wolverines lost to Ohio State by 35, Michigan State 
by 14 and were beaten at home by a Toledo team that went 
2-6 in the MAC. 
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Top new ASSISTANTS 


GREGG BRANDON 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR, VIRGINIA 


Served as Urban Meyer's offensive coordinator for two seasons at Bowling Green (2001- 
02) before taking over as the head coach after Meyer bolted for Utah. Quarterback 
Jameel Sewell should be a good fit in Brandon’s spread offense, but the Cavs lack play- 
makers at wide receiver. 


JOHN CHAVIS 
_ DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR, LSU 
defenses were consistently strong at Tennessee; the 2008 unit tied for third in 


the nation despite the Vols’ epic struggles on offense. The usually dominant LSU de- 
fense struggled during much of the 2008 regular season. 


NICK HOLT 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR, WASHINGTON 


Luring Holt, a former head coach at Idaho, away from USC was quite a coup for 
new Husky boss Steve Sarkisian. Now, Holt must prove he can get the job done 
outside of the Pete Carroll bubble. 


MONTE KIFFIN 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR, TENNESSEE 


The highly respected veteran hasn't coached in the collegiate ranks 
since the early 1980s, but there is no doubt he knows how to run £ 


a defense. Operating within the constraints of the 20-hour week 
could be a bigger challenge than working for his son. 


GUS MALZAHN 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR, 
AUBURN 


Malzahn did a masterful job in his two years at Tulsa; the 
Golden Hurricane led the nation in total offense in both 
seasons with two different quarterbacks. He spent the 2006 
season at Arkansas, but the Hogs didn’t run Malzahn’s version of 
the spread, instead relying on a power running attack led by Darren Mc- 
Fadden and Felix Jones. 


MARK WHIPPLE 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR, MIAMI 


This will be Whipple’s first season in the FBS, but he is a veteran coach 
with experience in the NFL (2004-08) and as a collegiate head coach 
at New Haven (1988-93), Brown (1994-97) and UMass (1998-2003). 
He will be charged with turning around an underachieving Hurricane 
offense that tied for 89th in the nation in yards per game last fall. 


BILL YOUNG 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR, 
OKLAHOMA STATE 


The well-traveled Young returns to his alma mater after a one-year stint at the 
University of Miami. He inherits a group that ranked 93rd in the nation in 
total defense and gave up 40 points or more in three of its final four games. 
If the Pokes can make even moderate gains on defense, they could make a se- 
rious run at a Big 12 title. 
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Don’t let your 
chicken get 


agged ior illegal 
substitutions. 


Other brands pump up their chicken with additives like salt, ; 
water and broth — which means less chicken for your money. Sanderson 
At Sanderson Farms, we're committed to bringing you fresh, i Har I i 1S° 


wholesome 100% chicken. Just the way nature intended. 


sandersonfarms.com : 100% Natural 


UNDER THE RADAR COACHES 


Everyone knows about guys like Turner Gill (Buffalo), Chris 
Petersen (Boise State), Skip Holtz (East Carolina), Kyle Whit- 
tingham (Utah) and Bronco Mendenhall (BYU), bur there are 
several outstanding head coaches in the non-BCS conferences. 
Here are six future stars: 


DAVID BAILIFF 
RICE 


Former boss at Texas State guided the Owls to the school’s first 
10-win season since 1949. We'll find out how well he does this 
fall without quarterback Chase Clement, tight end James 
Casey and receiver Jarett Dillard. 


TROY CALHOUN 
AIR FORCE 


Former Air Force quarterback 
carries a 17-9 record, includ- 
ing an 11-5 mark in the 
Mountain West, during his 
two seasons at his alma mater. 
He isn’t married to the option, 
either; Calhoun spent the 
2006 season in the NFL as the 
offensive coordinator of the 
Houston Texans. 


DEREK DOOLEY 
LOUISIANA TECH 


The son of the legendary Vince Dooley is a Nick Saban disci- 
ple who has done a solid job in his two seasons at Louisiana 
Tech. The Bulldogs went 8-5 overall and 5-3 in the WAC in 
2008 and claimed the school’s first bowl win since 1977. Could 
be a great fit at an SEC school in the not-so-distant future. 


AL GOLDEN 
TEMPLE 


Former Penn State tight end has made Temple relevant in his 
three seasons in Philadelphia. Last season, the Owls went 5-7 
— their best record since 1990 — and lost two games in over- 
time and three others by four points or less. 


JERRY KILL 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 


Kill, who built Southern Illinois into a Division I-AA power, 
restored order at Northern Illinois in his first season, guiding 
the Huskies to a 5—3 record in the MAC. 


KEVIN SUMLIN 
HOUSTON 


Sumlin spent five years under Bob Stoops’ tutelage at Okla- 
homa before taking over for Art Briles at Houston. The 
Cougars went 8-5 overall and 6-2 in C-USA. 


NEX TIN tine 


Looking for a head coach? These coordinators would be a good place to start. 


KENT AUSTIN 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR, OLE MISS 

Austin, a former quarterback at Ole Miss who spent 15 years in the CFL as a 
player (1987-96) and coach (2003-07), shined in his first season coaching in the 
collegiate ranks. The Rebel offense improved from 91st in the nation in ‘07 to 
29th in ’08 and got better as the season progressed. 


BUD FOSTER 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR, VIRGINIA TECH 

Foster has long been viewed as one of the top defensive coordinators in the game, 
yet he has remained by Frank Beamer’s side. He expressed a strong interest in the 
Clemson job last fall, but the position ultimately went to interim head coach 
Dabo Swinney. 


STEED LOBOTZKE 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR, WAKE FOREST 

The Air Force graduate has played a key role in Wake Forest's emergence as a con- 
tender in the ACC in recent seasons. The Deacons, thanks to their unconventional 
running attack, have led the ACC in rushing four times in the past eight seasons. 


JEFF QUINN 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR, CINCINNATI 


Quinn has been with Cincinnati head coach Brian Kelly for the past 18 years, 
beginning with a 13-year run at Division II Grand Valley State where they de- 
veloped their version of the spread offense. 


MARK STOOPS 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR, ARIZONA 

Stoops’ hopes of landing a head coaching position received a big boost this past 
season as Arizona broke through with an 8—5 record and the school’s first bowl 
win since 1998. 


CHARLIE STRONG 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR, FLORIDA 

Strong has been a part of two national championship teams at Florida and also 
has worked for Lou Holtz at both Notre Dame and South Carolina. He became 
the SEC's first black coordinator in 1999 at South Carolina but has yet to make 
the jump to head coach. 


BRENT VENABLES 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR, OKLAHOMA 
Arrived in Norman when Bob Stoops took over in 1999 and has coached some 
of the most dominating defenses in the collegiate game over the past decade. 


KEVIN WILSON 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR, OKLAHOMA 
Worked for Randy Walker at Miami (Ohio) and Northwestern before joining 
Bob Stoops’ staff in 2002. Last season, the Sooners set a single-season scoring 
record, averaging an astounding 51.1 points per game. 
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Ai Force SID 


At Great American, we measure hang time in centuries, 
not seconds. Our business took off in 1872 and 


has been flying high ever since. 
2 


Our roots date back to 1872 with the founding of Great 
American Insurance Company, the flagship carrier of 
Great American Insurance Group. We have maintained 
a rating of “A” (Excellent) or higher from the A.M. Best 
Company for over 100 consecutive years. * 


580 Wainut St, Cincinnati OH 45202 
GreatAmericaninsurance.com 


“as of December 17, 2007 


Ended his three years in ‘Norman as one of the most decorated running backs in Oklahoma 
history. Named first-team All-America by the Associated Press as a true freshman after rush- 
AI SLI reece ing for a school-record 1,925 yards. Despite only playing three years, Peterson ranks third 
all-time in rushing at OU with 4,045 yards and fourth in rushing TDs with 41. Rushed for 
100-plus yards in 22 of his 31 career games. Earned first-team All-Big 12 honors each season 
in college. Selected by the Minnesota Vikings with the No. 7 pick in the 2007 NFL Draft. 


; * OKLAHOMA —_| 
Broke into he starting lineup in the second game of his reshirt frestin man season, throwing for 
2,018 yards and 10 TDs for the 8-4 Sooners. Surrounded by sky-high expectations for the 
2006 season — OU was ranked No. 1 in the preseason by Athlon Sports — but he was dis- 
missed by coach Bob Stoops in early August for a violation of NCAA rules. He transferred to 
FCS school Sam Houston State, where he served as a two-year starter, earning second-team All- 


Southland Conference honors in 2008 for the 46 Bearkats. Selected by the Giants in the fifth 
round of the 2009 NFL Draft. 


WR SAINT MARTINVILLE, LA* LSU | 
Enjoyed a good but not great four-year career with the Tigers. Caught 160 passes for 1,943 
yards and 20 touchdowns, with highs of 59 catches, 772 yards and sieht scores as a junior in 
2006. Earned second-team All-SEC honors that season. Caught seven passes for 51 yards and 
a touchdown in LSU's 38-24 win over Ohio State in the BCS National Championship Game. 
Selected by the Cardinals in the third round (No. 81 overall) of the 2008 NFL Draft. 


eS FO ORTCOUING com st 
Started four late-season games : as a true freshman in 2004 but missed the entire ’05 season and 
all but one game in ’06 with a right hip injury. Returned to start 12 games at left guard in ’07 
and 13 games in ’08, when he earned second-team All-Pac-10 honors. Granted a sixth year of 


eligibility for the 2009 season. 


A= GEORGIA _ 
Moved to outside Wiashacker upon his arrival in Athens. Started 2 2 games in four years, in- 
cluding 10 for the 2005 SEC Champions. Never earned any All-SEC recognition. Signed with 
the Falcons as an undrafted free agent and spent first 10 weeks on the practice squad before 
making the active roster in Week 11. Released and signed by the Seahawks in November 2008. 


ait af — al 


rrsyed up to the hype dancing his four years at USC, wearing the celebrated No. 55 j jersey 

and starting the final three seasons at weak-side linebacker. sEamned first-team All-Pac-10 

) honors after leading the team with 85 tackles as a junior in 2006. Named to several All- 

America teams as a senior in ’07 despite battling an ankle injury through much of the 

a season. Finished his career with 240 tackles, including 18.5 for a loss. Selected by the 
Bengals with the No. 9 pick in the 2007 NFL Draft. 


Arrived as the more heralded of Florida State’s two gaan recruits, but classmate Diew 
Weatherford (No. 72 in Athlon’s top 100) beat Lee out for the starting position in three 
straight seasons (2005-07). Lee started six games during his time at Florida State, complet- 
ing 51.3 percent of his passes for 2,323 yards with 15 touchdowns and 11 interceptions. 
Left school with one year of eligibility remaining after the FSU coaching staff asked him to 
move to tight end for his senior season. Was not selected in the 2008 NFL Draft and failed to 
make a roster as a free agent. 


cersed asa mid Balentive tackle for the Wolfpack but never earned first- or eoond: -ream All- 
ACC honors. Started 30 games over his final three seasons. Selected by the Saints in the fifth 
round of the 2008 NFL Draft but spent his rookie season on IR due to a foot injury. 


nn: Brad Schloss 


Burst onto the scene as a third-year sophomore pass- rushing specialist. Earned Dehenive MVP 
honors of the BCS National Championship Game after recording three sacks in the Gators’ 
41-14 win over Ohio State. His only season as a full-time starter was 2007, his final year in 
Gainesville. He recorded 49 tackles with 8.5 sacks en route to second-team All-SEC honors. 
Left school with one year of eligibility remaining and was selected by the Jaguars with the No. 
8 overall pick in the 2008 NFL Draft. 


Peterson: Layne Mur 
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10. JEFF SCHWEIGER 


DL * SAN JOSE, CA * USC 
Played a key role as a reserve defensive end asa true freshman on the 2004 
national championship team at USC. He won a starting job the follow- 
ing spring but broke a bone in his right foot on the first day of fall camp 
and missed the first four games of the ’05 season. After playing sparingly 
as a junior in 2006, he transferred to San Jose State, where his father was 
a two-year starter at defensive end in 1979 and 1980. Started the first five 
games at SJSU in 2008 and recorded 26 tackles for the season. 


11. WILLIE WILLIAMS 


LB = MIAMI, FL» MIAMI 
Became a poster child for all that is wrong with big-time collegiate re- 
cruiting when he revealed the details of his on-campus official visits in 
a diary for the Miami Herald. The hometown Hurricanes accepted his 
commitment even though Williams was arrested 11 times as a juvenile. 
When he arrived on campus, he was still on probation from a 2002 bur- 
glary charge. He missed the 2004 season due to a knee injury and spent 
the ’05 campaign as a reserve and special teams contributor. Quit the 
team just prior to the 2006 season when he failed to break into the start- 
ing lineup. Briefly enrolled at Pearl River (Miss.) Community College, 
but after the school changed its mind about allowing him to play, he 
transferred to Los Angeles (Calif) Community College, where he played 
in the final four games of the ’06 season. Signed with Louisville, but he 
was kicked out of school after an arrest for marijuana possession less 
than one month into the 2007 season. Williams’ next stop was Glenville 
State, a Division II school in West Virginia where Rich Rodriguez served 
as the head coach from 1990-96. However, the NCAA declared him in- 
eligible due to transfer rules, so he enrolled at Union College, an NAIA 
school in Barbourville, Ky. Williams had a banner season for the Bull- 
dogs, leading the team with 150 tackles and 11.5 sacks en route to earn- 
ing first-team All-Mid South East honors. 


12. CALVIN JOHNSON 


WReH RGIA TECH 
Regarded as one of the best 
wide receivers to play college 
football in the past two 
decades. Earned first-team 
All-ACC honors in each of 
his three seasons and was a 
first-team All-American and 
winner of the Biletnikoff 
Award as a junior in 2006. 
Finished off his stellar career 
with 76 catches for 1,202 
yards and 15 touchdowns en 
route to earning ACC Player 
of the Year honors as a jun- 
ior. Final three-year numbers 
were 178 catches, 2,927 
yards and 28 touchdowns. 
Selected by the Lions with 
the No. 2 overall pick in the 
2007 NEL Draft. 


13. CHARLES JOHNSON DL » HAWKINSVILLE, GA * GEORGIA 


Pass-rushing defensive end capped off a productive three-year career in 
Athens by earning second-team All-SEC honors as a junior in 2006. He 
started all 13 games that season and led the Dawgs in sacks (9.5) and 
pass breakups (10). Left school with one season of eligibility remaining 
and was taken by the Panthers in the third round (No. 83 overall) of 
the 2007 NFL Draft. 


14. TED GINN JR. 


DB © CLEVELAND, OH * OHIO STATE 

The Ohio State staff opted to use the versatile Ginn on offense upon his 
arrival in Columbus. He made moderate contributions at receiver as a 
true freshman (25 catches, 359 yards) but earned national acclaim as a 


punt returner, leading the 
nation with a 25.6-yard av- 
erage and setting a since- 
broken Big Ten record with 
four returns for touch- 
downs. Was a starter at 
wideout for his final two 
seasons, catching 51 passes 
for 803 yards as a sopho- 
more and 59 for 781 as a 
junior in 2006. Named 
first-team All-Big Ten and 
earned All- 
America honors as an all- 
purpose player by the 
Associated Press in ’06. He 
returned the opening kick- 
off of the 2007 BCS Na- 
tional Championship Game 
for a touchdown but was 
forced to leave the game 
after spraining his left foot 
during the celebration in the end zone. Selected by the Dolphins with 
the No. 9 overall pick of the 2007 NFL Draft after leaving Ohio State 


with one season of eligibility remaining. 


15. DAN CONNOR 


Continued the legacy of great linebackers at Penn State. As a senior in 
2007, he earned first-team All-America honors from the AP and was 
named the winner of the Chuck Bednarik Award, given to the nation’s 
top defensive player. A first-team All-Big Ten pick in 2007, Connor 
ended his career with a school-record 419 tackles, He was selected by the 


Panthers in the third round of the 2008 NFL Draft. 


second-team 


LB * WALLINGFORD, PA * PENN STATE 


16. GLENN DORSEY 


DT « GONZALES, LA * LSU 
A two-time first-team All-America pick by the AP, Dorsey was a domi- 
nant force on some great LSU defenses. After serving as a key reserve 
during his first two seasons in Baton Rouge, he emerged as one of the 
nation’s elite players in 2006 as a junior. Bactled injuries during his sen- 
ior season in 2007, yet he finished ninth in the Heisman Trophy voting, 
was named the SEC Defensive Player of the Year, and became the first 
player ever to be awarded the Nagurski Trophy, the Oudand Trophy, 
the Lott Trophy and the Lombardi Award. Taken by the Chiefs with the 
No. 5 overall pick in the 2008 NFL Draft. 


17, ANTHONY MORELLI 


QB ¢ PITTSBURGH, PA * PENN STATE 
Originally committed to play at his hometown school, Pittsburgh, but 
switched to Penn State just prior to Signing Day. Played sparingly dur- 
ing his first two seasons before taking over the top spot as a true junior 
in 2006. Morelli put up solid numbers in his two seasons as the starter 
— he owns two of the top four single-season passing marks at Penn State 
and is fifth all-time in passing yards (5,275) — but the Lions only went 
9-7 in the Big Ten during that stretch. Signed a free agent contract with 
the Cardinals but was released prior to the 2008 regular season. 


18. BRIAN TOAL 


LB * RAMSEY, NJ * BOSTON COLLEGE 
One of the most heralded recruits ever to sign with Boston College, Toal 
made an immediate impact as a true freshman, recording 77 tackles en 
route to earning Big East Freshman of the Year honors. Played through 
injuries the next two seasons before opting to sit out the 2007 season 
after undergoing shoulder surgery. Returned in 2008 as a fifth-year sen- 
ior and started the first six games (42 tackles) before being sidelined for 
the season with a broken fibula in his right leg. Was also used as a short- 
yardage back early in his career — in ‘Fourth & Toal’ situations — and 
scored 12 touchdowns on 42 career carries. 
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19. XAVIER CARTER 


WR * MELBOURNE, FL * LSU 


24. FRANK OKAM DL * RICHARDSON, TX * TEXAS 


Two-sport star played in 19 games (no starts) during his first two seasons 
(nine receptions, 204 yards) before forgoing his final two years of eligi- 
bility in both football and track at LSU to turn pro in track and field. 
As a sophomore, he was named the SEC Male Athlete of the Year, the 
NCAA Outdoor Track Athlete of the year and the NCAA Indoor Track 
Athlete of the Year. 


20. FRED DAVIS 


WR * TOLEDO, OH * USC 
Converted to tight end upon his arrival at USC. Caught a total of 17 
passes during his first two seasons as a reserve. Broke into the starting 
lineup as a junior in 2006 and caught 38 passes for 352 yards and three 
touchdowns. Emerged as one of the elite tight ends in the country as a 
senior in '07, catching a team-high 62 passes for 881 yards and eight 
scores. Was named first-team All-Pac-10, second-team All-America by 
the AP and was the recipient of the Mackey Award, given to the nation’s 
top tight end. Selected by the Redskins in the second round of the 2008 
NFL Draft. 


21. LEON HART 


OL * COLUMBIA, SC = AUBURN 
Played in 40 games during his four-year career but made only two starts, 


one as a sophomore and one as a junior. Was named SEC Offensive Line- 
man of the Week after an Auburn win over Kentucky in November 2005. 


22. CAMERON COLVIN 


WR * CONCORD, CA * OREGON 
Failed to live up to the hype during his four years in Eugene, catching a 
total of 74 passes for 892 yards and seven scores. Was showing signs of 
emerging as a consistent threat as a senior before breaking his ankle in 
a midseason game against Washington State. In the two previous games, 
he had caught 15 passes for 210 yards. Got a look as an undrafted free 
agent with the 49ers but did not make the team. 


23. CHAD HENNE 


QB « WYOMISSING, PA * MICHIGAN 

Became the first true fresh- 
man to start at quarterback 
at Michigan since 1975 
when he made a surprise 
start for the injured Matt 
Gutierrez in the '04 opener 
vs. Miami (Ohio). Led the 
Wolverines to a 9-3 record 
as a freshman, highlighted 
by a triple-overtime win over 
Michigan State. Went on to 
play in 47 games (with 45 
starts) in four seasons and 
ended his time in Ann Arbor 
as Michigan's all-time leader 
in attempts (1,387), com- 
pletions (828), yards passing 
(9,715), touchdowns (87) 
and interceptions (37). He 
was named second-team All- 
Big Ten as a junior in 2006 
and finished his career by 
earning MVP honors in the 
Capital One Bowl after lead- 
ing Michigan to a win over 
Florida. On the negative 
side, Henne is the only 
Wolverine quarterback to go 
0-4 vs. Ohio State. Selected 
by the Dolphins in the sec- 
ond round (No. 57 overall) 


of the 2008 NFL Draft. 


Big defensive tackle played his way into the rotation as a true freshman 
in 2004, serving as a backup to Rodrique Wright. Started 38 games over 
his final three seasons and earned second-team All-Big 12 honors from 
the Associated Press as a sophomore and a senior. Had the only sack of 
his sophomore season in Texas’ win over USC in the Rose Bowl to claim 
the national championship. Ended his career with 160 tackles, includ- 
ing 28 for a loss. Selected by the Texans in the fifth round of the 2008 
NEL Draft. 


25. KYLE WILLIAMS 


LB = BOILINGBROOK, IL * IOWA 
Nicknamed the “Bonecrusher,” Williams did not enroll at lowa due to 
an academic issue and ended up at Purdue in the spring semester of 
2005. He played a significant role as a reserve inside linebacker in the 
first half of the ’05 season (as a crue freshman) but was sidelined for the 
final few games due to headaches and concussions. Shortly after the sea- 
son, he was arrested on charges of battery and confinement stemming 
from an attack on two women in West Lafayette. In June 2007, he was 
sentenced to 37 years in prison. 


26. DEMONTE BOLDEN DL 


¢ CHATTANOOGA, TN * TENNESSEE 
Did not meet eligibility requirements after a banner career at Tyner High 
School in Chattanooga so he enrolled at Hargrave (Va.) Military Acad- 
emy in the fall of 2004. 
Played in only one game 
as a true freshman in 
2005 before breaking 
into the rotation as a 
sophomore in 06. 
Started 23 games over his 
final two seasons but 
failed to live up to ad- 
vance billing as the next 
Albert Haynesworth or 
John Henderson. Fin- 
ished his career on Rocky 
Top with three sacks. 


27. CHARLIE JONES RB * HOMESTEAD, FL * MIAMI 
Played sparingly as a true freshman before emerging as a key reserve in 
2005. Filled in for injured starter Tyrone Moss against Virginia Tech 
and responded with a career-high 24 carries for 97 yards in the Canes’ 
27-7 win in Blacksburg. Started the final four games of the ’05 season 
and the first three in ’06 before getting beat out by Javarris James. Missed 
the entire 2007 season after breaking his foot in preseason camp. Opted 
to transfer to Memphis for the 2008 season and was granted immedi- 
ate eligibility due to the now-defunct rule that allowed graduated play- 
ers to transfer without being forced to sit out a season. Battled through 
injuries with the Tigers in 2008, rushing 53 times for 255 yards (4.8- 
yard average) and a career-high six touchdowns. His final career num- 
bers: 243 carries, 993 yards and 15 touchdowns. 


28. GREG HARRISON 


A foot injury limited Harrison to five games in his three years with the 
Nittany Lions. He first injured the Lisfranc joint in his right foot dur- 
ing spring practice in 2005. He appeared in three games in ’05 and two 
games in '06 but opted to retire from football midway through the 2006 
season. 


OL * SHENANDOAH, PA * PENN STATE 


29. ANDREW KELSON 


DB * HOUSTON, TX * TEXAS 
Played multiple positions — safety, linebacker and running back — but 
started only three games in his four years in Austin. His best season was 
2005, when he played in 13 games (with three starts) as a linebacker for 
the national champs. Recorded four tackles and forced a fumble in the 
BCS title game victory over USC. 
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Henne: Bruce Schwartzman; Bolden: Tim Clark/Athlon Sports 


It eliminates the need for liquid chemical 


treatments, which are disruptive to homes 
and landscaping. 
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Colony Elimination System 
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Z * ARIZONA STATE 

Enjoyed a highly productive 
three-year career with the Sun 
Devils, catching 144 passes 
(most ever by an Arizona State 
tight end) for 1,512 yards and 
14 touchdowns. Was named 
the Pac-10 Freshman of the 
Year in 2004 after catching 56 
passes for 552 yards, both Sun 
Devil freshman __ records. 
Capped off his career by earn- 
ing consensus All-America 
honors as a junior in 2006 
when he caught 50 passes for 
484 yards. Selected by the 
Raiders in the second round of 
the 2007 NFL Draft. 


30. ZACH MILLER 


2 = *stacat 


31. ALEX FLETCHER OL * OLD BROOKVILLE, NY * STANFORD 
Four-year starter spent time at both right guard (20 starts) and center (24 
starts). Earned second-team All-Pac-10 honors as both a junior (’07) 
and senior (08). Was on the preseason watch list for the Oudland Tro- 
phy, the Rimington Trophy and the Lombardi Award heading into his 
senior season. 


32. KIRBY FREEMAN 


QB * BROWNWOOD, TX * MIAMI 
Spent most of his four years in Miami backing up Kyle Wright. Started 
the final four games of the 2006 season as a third-year sophomore for 
the injured Wright and led the Canes to a 2-2 record, including a win 
over Nevada in the MPC Computers Bowl. Started three games in 2007 
but completed only 31.0 percent of his passes with three touchdowns 
and six interceptions, Transferred to Baylor after the 07 season and was 
granted immediate eligibility. Lost a tight preseason battle to true fresh- 
man Robert Griffin and played in only three games during the 2008 
season. 


33. BOBBY REID 


QB * GALENA PARK, TX * OKLAHOMA STATE 
Threw for nearly 5,000 yards and 39 touchdowns during his collegiate 
career but will always be remembered as a key figure in Mike Gundy’s 
“T'm a man! I’m 40!” post-game rant during the 2007 season. Gundy, the 
head coach at Oklahoma State, took issue with a columnist’s assertion 
that Reid lost his starting quarterback position for being soft. Reid had 
started the Cowboys’ first two games (and all 13 games in 2006) before 
being benched in favor of Zac Robinson. During his one full season as 
astarter, Reid completed 55.4 percent of his passes for 2,266 yards with 
24 touchdowns and 11 interceptions. He transferred to FCS school 
Texas Southern following the 2007 season and threw for 1,790 yards 
and 12 touchdowns for the 4-8 Tigers. 


34. MARCUS WALKER 


DB * WACO, TX » OKLAHOMA 
Walker had his redshirt removed late in the 2004 season and went on to 
start the final four games at cornerback. A shoulder injury in 2005 lim- 
ited him to eight games (no starts), but he rebounded in 2006 to take 
over as a starter in game four. Was named second-team All-Big 12 by the 
league's coaches in ’06 and received honorable mention honors in '07 as 
a senior. Was not picked in the 2008 NFL Draft but spent the 2008 
campaign on the Vikings’ practice squad. 


35. MATT TUIASOSOPO 


QB * WOODINVILLE, WA * WASHINGTON 

The son of former UCLA great Manu Tuiasosopo and brother of Mar- 
ques and Zach Tuiasosopo, both former Washington Huskies, elected to 
give up his scholarship to UW to sign a professional baseball contract 
with the Mariners. A third-round pick in the 2004 MLB Draft, Tuia- 
sosopo spent four-plus years in the minors before making his Major 


League debut last season. A third baseman, he appeared in 14 games 
and hit .159 after being called up in September 2008, He began the 
2009 season at Triple-A Tacoma and is viewed as the Mariners’ third 
baseman of the future. 


36. LANCE LEGGETT 


WR © ARLINGTON, TX * MIAMI 
Appeared to be emerging as the next great Miami wide receiver after 
starting eight games and averaging 20.5 yards on his 17 catches as a true 
freshman in 2004. But he only started one game in a disappointing 
sophomore season that produced 15 catches and 204 yards. Bounced 
back to have career highs in catches (38) and yards (584) while starting 
11 games as a junior in 2006. As a senior, he started six games and 
caught 15 passes for 238 yards and one score. Was not drafted but spent 
the 2008 season on the Browns’ practice squad. 


37. JAMES BRYANT 


LB * READING, PA = MIAMI 
Spent most of his three years at Miami as a reserve fullback and special 
teamer, though he did see some time at linebacker. Transferred to 
Louisville after the 2006 season even though he only had one year of el- 
igibility remaining, After sitting out in ’07, he appeared in eight games 
(with three starts) for the Cardinals in 2008. Also saw limited action at 
tight end. Finished his only season at Louisville with 13 tackles. 


38. BRIAN BROHM 


QB LOUISVILLE, KY * LOUISVILLE 
Brohm was most coveted high school recruit ever to sign with the Cards, 
and the Louisville native and U of L legacy more than lived up to the 
hype. He was named Conference USA Freshman of the Year in 2004 de- 
spite not starting a game (he threw for 819 yards in a reserve role) and 
earned Big East Offensive Player of the Year honors in 2005 as a soph- 
omore, Over his final two sea- 
sons, he threw for a total of 
7,073 yards and 46 touch- 
downs but had to ‘settle’ for 
second-team All-Big East hon- 
ors behind West Virginia's Pat 
White. Brohm led Louisville to 
the Big East title and the 
school’s first-ever BCS bowl in 
2006, but the Cardinals strug- 
gled (6-6 and no bowl game) 
during his senior season under 
first-year head coach Steve 
Kragthorpe. Was projected to a 
top 10 draft pick throughout 
his collegiate career, but he 
slipped to the second round 
due in part to a lack of mobil- 
ity and his inability to remain 
healthy. Picked by the Packers 
with the No. 56 overall pick in 
the 2008 NFL Draft. 


39. JAMAAL EDWARDS RB « GREE 


Played in five games as a true freshman before sitting out the 2005 sea- 
son as a redshirt. Played in two games with zero carries in ‘06 and eight 
games with 35 carries in 07. Left school with one season of eligibility 
remaining. 


<0, NC * FLORIDA STATE 


40. ROLAND MARTIN 


OL * CHICAGO, IL * MICHIGAN STATE 
Capped off a solid career by earning second-team All-Big Ten honors 
after starting 13 games at right guard as a senior in 2008. Broke into 
the lineup as a third-year sophomore in 2006, starting 12 games in the 
final season of the John L. Smith era in East Lansing. Started 10 games 
as a junior in 2007. Selected by the xxxx in the xx round of the 2009 
NEL Draft. 
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WHEN YOU SEE THE WORLD THROUGH THE EYES- 


OF THE HUMAN ELEMENT, ANYTHING IS POSSIBLE. 


IS THE COACHING CAROUSEL SPINNING OUT OF CONTROL? 


BY MICHAEL BRADLEY 
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avid Cutcliffe is sure he’s not the only person to win a bowl game 
and get fired in the same calendar year, but he knows the club is 
pretty exclusive. Nearly 11 months after he led Ole Miss to a 


win over Oklahoma State in the 2004 Cotton Bowl, he was canned. 

“That surprised me,” Cutcliffe says. 

It had to. During his six years in Oxford, Cutcliffe’s teams were 44—29 (.603), won 
three bowl games, beat rival Mississippi State four times and posted a 25—23 record 
in the SEC. Cutcliffe was the first Rebel coach to win at least seven games in his first 
five years. He was done in by a 4—7 campaign in 2004 and his unwillingness to make 
major staff changes. Oh, and the mild-mannered Cutcliffe, who was the mastermind 
behind Tennessee's offense before taking over in Oxford and had been hired by for- 
mer Ole Miss AD John Shafer, lacked the fiery personality new boss Pete Boone 
wanted in a coach. So, Cutcliffe was out, despite having three years remaining on his 
contract, and garrulous, big-talking Ed Orgeron was in. Three years and 10 whole 
wins later, Boone had to make another change. 

“They have a right to have their philosophy,” says Cutcliffe, who enters his second 
year leading Duke's program. “But I’m used to guys like (former UT athletic direc- 
tors Bob Woodruff and Doug Dickey) who have been around college football fora 
long time and understand how to build a program.” 

Hey, at least Cutcliffe got six years with the Rebels. These days, that’s an eternity, 
what with coaches getting canned after three seasons, and some hitting the bread 
lines before Homecoming. The state of coaching in major college football is more ten- 
uous than ever. There are great rewards at the top, like Alabama coach Nick Saban’s 
$4 million annual salary, but there are greater expectations than ever, more crushing 


“GETTING THE OPPORTUNITY TO 
BUILD A PROGRAM IS RARE THESE DAYS." 
— AKRON COACH J.D. BROOKHART 


financial pressures and an ever-growing ca- 
cophony of “experts” capable of influenc- 
ing decision-makers to execute a quick 
switch. Not that the coaches aren't partly 
culpable. Many are searching constantly 
for their next job, partly out of self-preser- 
vation but also due to a constant hunger 
to climb the ladder of success. 

“Because coaches have become so busi- 
ness-oriented, they tend to take on behav- 
iors we often claim younger people get 
caught in — like instant gratification,” says 
69-year old Bill Snyder, back for a second 
tour of duty at Kansas State. “We say it 
about 18-year-olds, but we're seeing it in 
38-40-year-olds.” 

With coaches moving on and up, and schools wielding a quick scythe, each year fea- 
tures a zephyr of activity that results in significant change and fosters a climate in 
which ADs look for hot candidates and coaches covet better jobs. Coaching move- 
ment is tracked incessantly by the media and is a constant source of gossip within the 
profession. Everyone wants to know who's “safe,” and what jobs will open. Throw in 
the growing concern about insufficient opportunities for minorities and the ever- 
swelling influence of consultants and agents, and you have a furor that threatens to 
overshadow the action on the field. 

“People ask me what's the greatest thing that’s ever happened to me in coaching,” 
Florida State’s Bobby Bowden says. “It’s that I've never been fired. I told (Penn State 
coach) Joe Paterno that, and [ really mean it.” 

Entrenched lifers like Bowden and Paterno are practically archeological finds these 
days, especially after an offseason that saw 20 new head coaches hired (21 if you in- 
clude Purdue’s Danny Hope). When Mark Richt is the dean of SEC bosses (at one 


school), thanks to his relatively modest eight-year tenure, it speaks loudly about the 


ON THE HUNT 


Don't look for Chuck Neinas in the office fr 
February through September, when the 
world is stable. Come fall, however, he i 
reachable. And do people ever reach out. — 

“My wife says I'm like a retailer; | havi 
all my money at the end of the year,” Nei 
laughing. 

These days, business is good for Nein 


search process for schools looking to replace - 
head coaches. Last year there were 20 chan 


transition), and folks like Neinas helped in most ¢ 

them. Some would say they made the decisior 
while others maintain that consultants provi 
valuable service in the process. % 


dates and the institutions,” says Neinas, 
been in business since 1997 and works har 
keep his dealings secret. “I work atthe 
of the institution that’s hiring.” ~ on 
Consultants work to build relationships wit! 
coaches, most of whom are already em| 


provide phone records, e-mails and e' 
tract negotiations to media outlets. 
“You use a consultant because he can mana 
the search from outside the university,” Sta 
AD Bob Bowlsby says. “He can keep thing 
fidential until such a time as you wantit out. 
Every AD will assert that he or she “has 2 
of potential candidates at the ready. “It's wh 
do for a living,” says Maryland AD Debbie Yo 
who insists that a consultant merely augm 
that catalog. That may be true, but so 
the consultants push their favorites thro’ 
search, sometimes to an AD who might o1 
or her job to the consultant. _ 
Meanwhile, coaches’ agents, who are 
more influence, work to get their clier 
views, often with an accompanying s 


attention, interview opportunities and c 
extensions. Coaches love them, becaus 
great advocates. Some ADs can’t stand 
Texas’ DeLoss Dodds won't even negotiate wit 
coach who has an agent. ; 
“They're a pain in the butt,” Yow says. * So 
of them are excellent, and some of them are 
just like ADs and head coaches.” 1 ‘ 
So, when a new coach stands in front of med 
fans, boosters and alums, most of the 
idea how the whole thing wentdown. 
And Chuck Neinas moves on, quietly, to his: 
next job. -_, 
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state of affairs in college football. “It’s trickled down from the NFL,” says Akron coach 
J.D. Brookhart, who spent two years as an assistant with the Broncos. “Getting the 
opportunity to build a program is rare these days.” Things aren't quite as bad as the 
NEL, where nine coaches — 28.1 percent of the total — were fired during or after 
the ’08 season, but it’s getting close. Coaches used to have at least four and sometimes 
five years to turn around a struggling school. That is no longer the case. 

“T believe Notre Dame changed college football by giving Bob Davie a new con- 
tract (in 2000) and then getting rid of him (after the next season),” says Greg Hud- 
son, East Carolina's defensive coordinator and a former ND player. “Then, they hired 
Ty Willingham and fired him (after three seasons). I think when people saw it was 
okay for Notre Dame to do that, they figured it was okay for them to do ir.” 

Whether ND’s handling of Davie and Willingham was a de facto permission slip 
for other schools to shrink the window of opportunity is open for debate. What can- 
not be challenged, however, is a climate that promotes impatience and a lack of loy- 
alry — on both sides. 

“Tt has been worse the last five years than I have ever seen it,” Texas coach Mack 
Brown says of the coaching climate. “Offensive and defensive coordinators are being 
fired during the season. As salaries have risen, the demands are higher.” 

As Brown says, the primary motivation is monetary. Football programs at big-time 
schools are the sugar daddies for the rest of the athletic department, and unsuccess- 
ful seasons have dramatic impacts on the overall bottom line. Losing hurts atten- 


"PEOPLE ASK ME WHAT'S THE GREATEST THING 
THAT'S EVER HAPPENED TO ME IN COACHING. 
IT’S THAT I'VE NEVER BEEN FIRED: 
— FLORIDA STATE COACH BOBBY BOWDEN 


dance and all of the ancillary revenue streams 
(premium seating, concessions, parking, mer- 
chandise sales) that come with it. Further, it 
drains the enthusiasm from a program and 
makes it harder to solicit donations from 
wealthy alums and boosters, who are far more 
likely to make a big contribution after a bowl 
win than following a 4-8 season. With govern- 
ment funding for public institutions decreasing, 
the need to find outside sources of cash is 
greater than ever. Even the most successful ath- 
| letic departments receive some contribution 

from their schools, and if that dries up, it’s time 
to squeeze the big checkbook crowd even harder. “I think we all know we have to have 
enough success to keep the entire athletic department rolling,” Richt says. “In these 
economic times, there is even more emphasis on being successful.” 

Last fall, Kansas State decided to fire Ron Prince three games short of the end of 
his third year at the school. Prince’s win total dropped from seven in his first season 
to five in his final two, and that meant bad news for KSU’s financial picture. Had 
Prince been an established head coach with significant school ties (and, some say, not 
an African-American), he might have banked enough good will to warrant another 
year. Buta 5-7 record doomed Prince and led AD Bob Krause to bring back Snyder, 
even though the veteran coach’s final two teams (in 2004 and ‘05) were a combined 
9-13. Krause maintains his decision was based purely on dwindling funds. 

“It’s a brutal business,” Krause says. “A lot of our donations are tied to premium 
seating, and that’s where we saw a fall-off. When we began to put together projections 
for future sales, the backlash from that season was pretty dramatic. All of a sudden, 
our main economic engine was not producing. At a place like Kansas State, more 
than other institutions, we have a very thin margin.” 

With the bottom line so important, the notion of a five-year window for a turn- 
around is almost quaint. Coaches must either win quickly, or they're gone. That wasn't 
always the case. Virginia Tech coach Frank Beamer had losing records in four of his 
first six seasons before breaking through in 1993. Missouri’s Gary Pinkel was on the 


TOUGH QUESTIONS 


Greg Hudson likes to ride his Harley, listen to 
Kenny Chesney and coach football — perhaps in 
that order. So, you'll have to excuse him if he 
uses an old West metaphor to describe the job 
market facing assistant coaches throughout the 
Division I-A ranks. 

“The posse is bigger and faster than it has ever 
been, and you have to stay ahead of it,” says 
Hudson, East Carolina's defensive coordinator. 

If you're startled by the turnover among head 
coaches each season, take a look at what's hap- 
pening to the assistants. They're moving around 
like speed daters, spending a year or two in one 
spot before switching jobs, all inthe name of pro- 
fessional preservation. Yes, some are trying to 
climb the ladder as quickly as possible, loyalty be 
damned. And what's wrong with ambition, any- 
way? Others realize that if a head coach has only 
three years to get it done, his assistants have 
even less security. So, at the first whiff of trouble, 
or if a safer situation presents itself, it's time to 
pack up. 

“We have become gypsies and vagabonds,” 
South Florida offensive coordinator Mike Canales 
says. “If you're winning, you can put down some 
roots for a while and make some friends. What 
people are doing is finding a base where they 
want to retire and then doing what they have to 
do professionally.” 

Akron linebackers coach Vince Okruch, no 
stranger to the capricious nature of an assistants _ 
life, says he knows of one coach who takes a 
new job every year or two, “just to make sure he 
doesn't get fired.” If that means he’s living in Col- 
lege Station one season, Tallahassee the next, 
and Tempe two years later, so be it. 

The ultimate goal, of course, is a head coach- 
ing job. So, some assistants plot a course that will 
give them ever-increasing responsibility at more 
prosperous programs. 

A side trip to the NFL doesn’t hurt, either. 
“That's like doing doctorate work,” Hudson says. 
Often, a coach chooses between a stable family 
life and a successful career. He wants to grow 
professionally, but the nomadic lifestyle makes it 
impossible to put down roots. 

“You've got to be on an upward trend, unless 
you're content to go somewhere and raise a fam- 
ily,” Hudson says. “But your competitive nature 
takes over. 

“| want kids to have the dreams and aspira- 
tions to play in the NFL. If you don’t have those 
dreams, how can you push that kid?” 

Sounds like a question to ponder on a Harley 
ride. A long ride. 
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wrong side of .500 in three of his first four seasons. They were given the chance to 
succeed. Others aren't. “Our society wants a winner fast,” says Miami coach Randy 
Shannon, who many believe must win big this year — his third — to save his job. 
“People don't want to hear that you're building for the long term.” 

Before the 2008 season even began, Syracuse AD Daryl Gross intimated that coach 
Greg Robinson, who was entering his fourth year, faced dismissal if he didn’t win. 
“Greg's been in the business a long time, and I've been in the business a long time,” 
Gross said. “IF you don't have success, it may not be your fault, but changes might have 
to be made. But we want to give Greg a chance.” That “chance” lasted until late Oc- 
tober, when the New York Times reported Gross had hired consultant Chuck Neinas 
to administer the search for Robinson's successor. 

When the Orange limped home 3-9, Robinson was out. Some considered it more 
a referendum on Gross’ decision to hire Robinson than on the coach’s inability to lift 
Syracuse into Big East contention. This had been Gross’ first high-profile move, and 
its failure had left him vulnerable to criticism. Ata time when ADs are judged on their 
balance sheets more than anything else, the program's lack of success was ultimately 
his responsibility. If his new hire, Doug Marrone, does not work out, Gross will be 
the one dealing with speculation, rumor and ultimately unemployment. 

Because of the uncertainty, coaches are in a constant quest for security. That can 
come in the form of contract extensions and high salaries that will provide financial 
safety. The money part of it is fairly well delineated; schools either pony up at mar- 


“OUR SOCIETY WANTS A WINNER FAST. 
PEOPLE DON'T WANT TO HEAR THAT YOU'RE 
BUILDING FOR THE LONG TERM“ 
— MIAMI COACH RANDY SHANNON 


ket value, or they won't get top-flight tal- 
ent. Stanford AD Bob Bowlsby says he 
needs to hire coaches who “want to be 
here,” and that’s true. But he’s not so 
naive as to think desire trumps cash. “You 
keep coaches with compensation,” he 
says. Lately, the financial particulars of 
contracts have been the easiest things to 
negotiate. When Mike Leach engaged in 
a death struggle with Texas Tech over an 
extension in February, the monetary par- 
ticulars came into place quickly. The 
trouble came over clauses regarding in- 
terviewing for other jobs, the penalties 
for moving on and the ability to earn 
These aspects are becoming the battleground in contracts,” says 
Gary O'Hagan, Leach’s agent. “It’s not so much the money. It’s the freedom, and the 
restrictions and the termination issues.” 

As the two sides fight for control, and administrators are bound more and more to 
the bottom line, schools are hiring more and more ADs whose background is in mar- 
keting, business or anything but athletics itself, Oregon’s Pat Kilkenny, who stepping 
down this summer, is a former insurance executive. lowa State's Jamie Pollard never 
coached ar the collegiate level, but at least he had athletic administrative experience 
before taking over in Ames. The days of former coaches moving upstairs after com- 
pleting their careers on the sidelines are largely gone, and don’t think it doesn’t anger 
current coaches that their performance will be judged by people who don't know 
what it’s like to build a program. 

“I'm still amazed how little informed the people are who are making the decisions,” 
Pitt’s Dave Wannstedt says. “It’s mind-boggling when you realize they're not informed, 
so they're going to turn to outside people and friends and coaching (search) firms to 
help them make their decisions.” 

Those “outside” influences have become a huge part of the problem, because once 
administrators begin to listen to voices beyond the department's boundaries, they are 


outside income. “ 


LOSING THE RACE 


Floyd Keith likes facts. Numbers. Data. To him 
opinion just matters if you have the microphone 
last. And when it comes to the number of minori- 
ties leading FBS programs, the statistics are quite 
clear to the head of the Black Coaches Adminis- 
trators. 

According to the 2008 report card published by 
the Institute for Diversity and Ethics in Sport, 6.7 
percent of the head coaches at the top level of 
college football in 2008 were minorities. This sea- 
son, only one — Miami's Randy Shannon — di- 
rects a BCS school. Nine jobs opened during the 
offseason in BCS conferences, and none was 
filled by a coach of color. Not one. 

“We've got a problem, and no one can dispute 
it,” Keith says. “(College) football is like Custer’s 
last stand. Why is it so hard to break into?” 

The most recent search carnival had some un- 
deniable diversity lowlights. There was Auburn's 
decision to hire Gene Chizik and his 5-19 record 
at lowa State ahead of Turner Gill, who won the 
MAC title at Buffalo in ‘08. There were Florida 
coach Charlie Strong‘s assertions that one rea- 
son why an African-American defensive coordi- 
nator with two national title rings wouldn't be 
hired is his white wife. There have even been 


questions about whether “minority” includes His- 


panics, Asians and other groups, or just African- 
Americans. Despite the success of NFL coaches 
like Mike Tomlin, Tony Dungy, Lovie Smith and. 


others, the landscape remains largely pale-faced. 


“We're getting interviews; it's documented,” 
Keith says. “But the hires aren't happening.” 

One of the main reasons for the minority hiring 
disparity between the NFL (21 percent minority 
leadership in 08) and big-time college football is 
the process. An NFL team is mandated to inter- 
view a minority candidate, and there are usually 
only a couple people — owner, GM — making 
the decision. The NCAA mandates no minority 
participation, like the NFL's Rooney Rule does, 
and a college search includes the school's ath- 
letic administration, a search committee, the 
board, often a consultant and several outside in- 
fluences that can trump internal constituencies, 
particularly if those external forces have big 
checkbooks — and closed minds. 

“Certain conferences are controlled by more 
than just the ADs,” Shannon says. “It's not about 
wins and losses. It's who likes you.” 

At some schools, if an influential booster 
threatens to withhold funds if a certain coachis 
hired, even if his reasoning is rooted in racism, 
cash-hungry schools will often acquiesce. 

“Prejudice is very hard to prove,” Keith says. 
“It's subtle.” 

Unless you look at the facts. 
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vulnerable to speculation, rumor and innuendo. It’s bad enough when boosters have 
significant power in hiring decisions, as has been the case at Auburn for years. At least 
coaches can make an attempt to build relationships with those people during their 
tenures. But there is no face on the Internet, and when an AD or school president 
starts reading message boards and monitoring chat rooms, coaches are in jeopardy. 

“Its big,” Bowden says. “People can say anything they want to say (on the Inter- 
net), and it doesn't have to be the truth. You could live with it, if some of it wasn't to- 
tally false.” 

Once the boundaries of the program have been breached, it’s hard for anyone in- 
volved to stay committed to the charted course. Coaches feel insecure. Players won- 
der about their futures, and ADs try to figure out whether they have enough 
accumulated power to weather a maelstrom of criticism should they hang on to a 
coach for an extra season. Perception becomes reality. Cutcliffe chuckles as he tells 
about how he'll get a call from one of his sons talking about another coach or pro- 
gram based on what they heard on TV or read online. 

“They're quick to criticize and point out what's wrong,” Cutcliffe says. “There's so 
much information, and everybody's an expert. All you have to do is tune into Sports- 
Center and find out what people are doing wrong. My son will call me and tell me 
what a coach is doing wrong. I'll say, ‘Is that a fact?’ He'll say, ‘Yeah, I heard it on 
ESPN.” 


"THEY'RE QUICK TO CRITICIZE AND POINT OUT 
WHAT'S WRONG. THERE'S SO MUCH INFORMATION, 
AND EVERYBODY'S AN EXPERT’ 

— DUKE COACH DAVID CUTCLIFFE 


That mentality changes the priorities 
for some ADs when they do make a 
change. The next coach had better “win 
the press conference.” It doesn’t matter 
whether he can coach, so long as he cre- 
ates initial excitement, and by extension, 
a financial boon. “A search firm told one 
of my (coaching) friends, “They're look- 
ing for the sizzle, not the steak,” 
Brookhart says. Sometimes, that means 
its about finding younger candidates 
than some more experienced, proven vet- 
erans. Kansas State didn’t worry about 
that, bringing back Snyder after ousting 
Prince, but Snyder is a Purple icon in that 
state. Tennessee replaced 58-year old 
Phillip Fulmer with 34-year old Lane Kiffin. New Mexico boss Mike Locksley is 
nearly 20 years younger than his predecessor, Rocky Long. Clemson's Dabo Swinney 
is 15 years younger than deposed Tommy Bowden. And so on. “You have to prepare 
for not coaching as long as you would like,” Brookhart says. “I'm 44 years old, and I 
hope to have earning power for 20 years or so. But I'm seeing guys looking for jobs, 
and there are some phenomenal coaches who can’t get hired because of their age.” 

Sometimes, it’s a combination of age and record. Walt Harris, who fashioned an im- 
pressive turnaround at Pittsburgh but lasted only two seasons at Stanford, wanted 
back into the business this year but couldn't find a job, in part because he’s 62 and 
also due to the Cardinal’s 1-11 record during his final year there (2006). So, he’s 
working this year for Brookhart, his old offensive coordinator at Pitt, as Akron’s pass- 
ing game coordinator. Mitch Browning, 52, will be a — get this — graduate assis- 
tant at Tennessee this year. He's still being paid by Syracuse, where he was offensive 
coordinator under Robinson, but it’s surprising one of the top offensive line coaches 
in the country wasn't snapped up after the Orange purge. 

Or maybe it isn’t. Given the state of the coaching profession these days, Browning 
should be happy he isn’t filling water bottles. Then again, that job may have a little 
more stability than the average spot on a staff. 


NEXT IN LINE 


When Maryland coach Ralph Friedgen and as-. 
sistant James Franklin hit the recruiting trail to- 
gether this past winter, the boss man was wary of 
every sharp turn or questionable lane change 
Franklin made when he was behind the wheel of 
that day's rental car. 

“He would say, ‘Are you trying to make this head 
coaching change happen faster?” Franklin says 
with a laugh. 

Were the two men on a Medici family outing, 
Friedgen might have had something to worry 
about. But the succession plans that have become 
fashionable in college football are not so cutthroat. 
In early February, Maryland AD Debbie Yow an- 
nounced Franklin would succeed Friedgen when 
the 62-year old coach stepped down, most likely 
after the three remaining years on his contract. 
The move continued a fashionable trend that has 
seen coaches-in-waiting named at four other FBS 
schools in a bid to provide continuity. (One of these 
transitions occurred this spring, with Chip Kelly 
taking over for Mike Bellotti at Oregon.) 

“We had many reasons for the decision, but the 
most important was recruiting, recruiting, recruit- 
ing,” Yow says. “Ralph said it at his press confer- 
ence. He said recruits were worried about his 
longevity at Maryland.” 

Terp prospects now know what comes next, and 
while the coaches vow nothing will change, there 
is a new dynamic in the program. Friedgen remains — 
in charge, and Franklin coordinates the offense. 
He'll also learn the head coaching responsibilities 
and how to do business at Maryland. “Even if you 
have been a head coach before, every school is so 
different,” Franklin says. 

Texas’ Mack Brown, who named Will 
Muschamp as his successor, welcomes the idea of 
grooming a successor and doesn't worry that 
some might want him out the door early. “I've still 
got some good years left,” he says. “Nothing has 
changed.” While Muschamp attends meetings a 
defensive coordinator normally wouldn't and glad- 
hands alumni little more often, some concerns 
surround the concept. One is whether assistants 
will spend time lobbying him for future considera- 
tion, at the expense of their relationship with 
Brown. That happened when Purdue anointed 
Danny Hope as Joe Tiller's heir, and some politick- 
ing took place. “That's something we're not going 
to tolerate,” Muschamp says. 

Another issue is the concept itself, which closes 
the circle on the hiring process. Although Franklin 
and Kentucky successor Joker Phillips are 
African-Americans, some worry the trend will 
allow schools to be narrower in their searches and 
exclude minorities. “It's not an open search,” says 
Black Coaches Administrators head Floyd Keith. 

Franklin isn’t concerned with any of that. He's 
too busy keeping his eyes on the road. 
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ONE on ONE with... 


Some players live up to the recruiting hype. Others don't. Then there 
is Tim Tebow, who has exceeded even the loftiest dreams of the 
Gator Nation. It was a big deal when he committed to Florida in 
2006. How has it worked out? One Heisman, two national cham- 
pionships, two SEC titles. The face of college football gave Athlon 
Sports some time to discuss his Ole Miss speech, losing Dan Mullen 
and the chances Florida has to repeat. 


How different were your emotions after winning a Heisman Tro- 
phy in 2007 compared to winning a national championship last 
season? 

The Heisman was unbelievable and very exciting. The emotions of 
winning that award — it was a great honor. But winning the national 
championship was totally different. For me, it was much more special. 
The Heisman is a team award and everything, but you win the national 
championship with the guys you work with every day all year and the 
coaches you care about. The Heisman doesn’t compare. 


How about the difference between winning the national title as a 
backup — and you were a very important backup to Chris Leak in 
2006 — and as a starter? 

It was definitely more special last year than it was in 2006. With every- 
thing we went through and the loss to Ole Miss, to come back and win 
it was something. And it was my junior year and it was more my team. 


Who is the best player in the SEC not playing for Florida? 

That’ a good one. I'd probably say Eric Berry of Tennessee. He's a re- 
ally good player, very instinctive. He's very physical and he’s just a play- 
maker. He does things that you can’t teach. 


How many times have you seen the video of the famous speech you 
gave after the loss to Ole Miss? 

Quite a few. When I go to these places where I speak, they like to 
show an introduction and they always have that speech as part of it. 
That, and me yelling. I look at those videos of me yelling during a game 
and I look kind of mean. 


What's the biggest misconception about Tim Tebow? 

Wow. That's an interesting question. Maybe it’s that, when people 
meet me in person, they are surprised that I’m not more intense. They 
see me on the field and they think I’m going to be the same intense guy 
1 am on the field. They think I’m going to be screaming or something 
and not be friendly. I’ve had people say to me, “I thought youd be a lot 
more intense.” So that’s probably it, that some people are expecting 
something else. 


Are you aware of what some writers and broadcasters have referred 
to as the “Tebow backlash” — that your popularity has grown so 
large it may cause some people to resent you? Some people believe 
that’s why you didn't win a second Heisman last year despite getting 
the most first-place votes. 

I've heard about that, heard some analysts talking about it. I’m not 
going to worry about that. I’m going to be who I am. I’m going to be 
the best person I can be, the best leader I can be and the best player I can 
be. I’m not going to worry about what I can’t control. People can say 
what they want and I dont like it if they do. I'd rather they get to know 
me as a person, 


What's your favorite college stadium to play in besides The Swamp? 
LSU. Baton Rouge. That’s a very exciting place for me to play. I’m 
looking forward to playing there this year. 


40 


Which team is Florida’s biggest rival? 

You can't ask me that (laughing). I think irs different depending on 
who you are, when you grew up following the Gators. If you are like my 
dad, old-time Gator, it’s Georgia. No question. If you are younger, a 
mid-’90s kind of person, it’s probably Florida State. And Tennessee is 
definitely up there. They're all big games. That's one thing that’s special 
about Florida, all the rivalries we have. 


Speaking of Tennessee, what was your reaction to some of the things 
said by their new coach Lane Kiffin during the offseason? He went 
after your coach and some other coaches in the SEC. 

He did a good job at Southern Cal. He'll work hard to do the best he 
can at Tennessee. I’m looking forward to the opportunity to play against 
him. 


That's very politically correct. 
Thank you. 


What was your reaction to wide receiver Percy Harvin leaving a year 
early for the NFL and linebacker Brandon Spikes deciding to join 
you to return for another year? 

I think it was the right decision for both of them. They both thought 
long and hard about it. They were in different situations. It was really 
two different scenarios, They were both looking for different things. I 
think Percy made the right decision for him and Brandon made the 
tight decision for him. 


What do you think when you see and hear so many people — 
whether it be on TV, talk radio or on the web — talk about your 
NEL future and whether or not your skills will translate to the next 
level? 

Some are nice, some are not nice. I’m going to work very hard to suc- 
ceed at the next level. It has been my goal since I was six years old, to play 
quarterback in the NFL. I'm going to work very hard at it, but right 
now my goal is to be the best leader I can be for the University of Florida. 


So it hasn't been your goal since you were six to play fullback in the 
NFL? 
It hasn't. 


How did losing offensive coordinator Dan Mullen, who worked so 
closely with you the last three seasons, affect ‘you personally? 

We're going to miss him but we still stay in touch. We talked just the 
other day. He had a baby. Well, he didn’t have it. But they were excited 
about that. I’m very excited for him. Pll keep in touch with him. But I’m 
also excited about our new quarterbacks coach, Scot Loeffler. ; 


The 2007 Florida team struggled a year after winning a national 
title, going 9-4 and losing to Georgia. What's different about this 
team that now has to defend a national title? 

This year’s team is so much more mature than that team in 2007. 
That team lost a lot of the leaders and the e players and the charisma from 
the national championship t team. That team lost so much. We've got a 
lot of those guys back this time around. The leaders, the charismatic 
guys who were the. gluea year ago, almost all of them are back. And this 
team is not satisfied just winning a national title. We want to be a dy- 
nasty, create a special legacy and make a real impact on college football. 


Ifyou weren't playing football at Florida, what would you be playing? 
Baseball. 1 would pitch and maybe play first base and the outfield. 
I like hitting. 
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The loudest cheer heard at the Gators’ national championship celebration was the 
eruption that followed quarterback Tim Tebow’s announcement that he would be back 
for the 2009 season. You can't blame the UF faithful for their enthusiasm about the best 
player in college football and his imminent return. No one in the sport is more impor- 
tant to his team than Tebow, who took charge after last year’s loss to Ole Miss and made 
sure the Gators won it all. 

After feting Tebow, the fans should have remained on their feet and offered a similarly 
throaty salute to the Florida defense, which returns intact after an ’08 campaign that 
erased doubts about its toughness and ability to produce big plays. Every player — all 25 
— listed on the defensive depth chart before the BCS title game is ready for action in 
2009, and that as much as Tebow’s decision to spend his senior season in 
Gainesville is the reason Florida will repeat as national champions. 

How good was the Gator D last year? Florida stumbled through the '07 cam- 
paign, hemorrhaging yards and points in a poor performance capped off by an 
embarrassing bowl loss to Michigan. The goal was to improve in 2008, and boy, 
did the Gators get better. They picked off 26 passes 
a plus-22 turnover margin, Were fourth in the nation in scoring defense and 
ninth in total defense. All of that is back, every scavenging secondary member, 
every headhunting linebacker, and every pocket-pillaging defensive lineman. 
Oh, and did we mention that all of them run like 1970s wishbone halfbacks? 
Okay, maybe not nosetackle Lawrence Marsh, but the 6'5", 304-pounder can 
get it all rolling when he has to. The defensive backfield has so much young tal- 
ent that some of the five secondary types who have committed for 2010 are 
considering whether to throw open their recruiting again. Florida is stacked de- 
fensively, and that would make ita threat to win 10 games, even if Tebow weren't 
coming back. 

But he is. The all-around sensation dazzled everybody in 2007 with his running 
and passing, en route to becoming the first sophomore to win the Heisman. 
Last year, he continued to amaze with his skills and playmaking abilities, but 
Tebow matured into the consummate leader and could be seen in practically 
every huddle, whether defense, special teams or cheerleader, exhorting the 
Gators. Some said it was a little too much, but Tebow decided after the Ole 
Miss defeat to forget about any numbers but those on the scoreboard. So, when 
he wasn't dazzling in the BCS title game win over Oklahoma, it didn’t matter. The final 
outcome was everything. 

Tebow’s encore performance could include another Heisman. Or another national title. 
(We think so.) Or both. (We think so.) He has certainly joined the unique club of beloved 
Gator quarterbacks that already includes Steve Spurrier and Danny Wuerffel. Now, he’s 
bidding to become one of the greatest college players ever. And though Percy Harvin left 
Gainesville early, Tebow will have plenty of help in his quest. Running backs Chris Rainey 
and Jeff Demps run like they should be wearing singlets and carrying batons. Tight end 
Aaron Hernandez was virtually uncoyerable during the spring. Mike and Maurkice 
Pouncey are back to crack heads on the offensive line. And if senior Carl Moore contin- 
ues his development, he'll join Riley Cooper, David Nelson and Deonte Thompson in 
what should be a potent corps of receivers. 

Florida isn’t a perfect team, but it has few weaknesses. And if everybody decided to come 
back, they might as well win another championship, don’t you think? 


best in America. Posted 
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Go ahead and make as many jokes as you want about college football’s perennial brides- 
maids and their BCS bowl flameouts. As long as the Sooners keep winning 11 or 12 per 
year, they'll happily endure your barbs. 
OU flirted with the title again last year 
O K L A H O M A after a season-long assault on statistical 
SOONERS logic and more scoring than those old 
Point-a-Minute outfits. After trying to 
overwhelm everybody in ’08 with their offense, the Sooners may try to 
win by leaning on the other side of the ball this time. Sam Bradford and 
his golden Heisman arm return, but the line has only one starter back, and the OU re- 
ceiving corps took a couple hits, so the Sooners may not be able to pile ‘em high like they 
did last year. Heck, there may be a few Saturdays when they'll barely be able to muster 50 
points, Then again, if Bradford completes 70 percent or so of his passes again, and Chris 
Brown and DeMarco Murray each hit four figures on the ground, maybe the Sooners can 
score 60 or more five straight weeks, like they did last year. With a defense that returns eight 
starters from a unit that became nastier as ’08 went along, it’s possible the Sooners might 
geta little publicity for stopping some opponents, rather than just outgunning them. Line- 
backers Ryan Reynolds and Austin Box figure to be recovered from injuries suffered last 
year, while defensive tackle Gerald McCoy could win about nine postseason awards, In the 
end, hed probably settle to win the last game of 09, not that the previous dozen don’t count 
— no matter what the Sooners’ detractors say. 


Were it not for a couple of dainty steps by Texas Tech’s Michael Crabtree, the 
Longhorns’ ’08 fortunes would have been dramatically different. Quarterback Colt 
McCoy probably would have won the Heisman, and UT would have 

likely met Florida for all the BCS glory. But Crabtree outmaneuvered 

a couple Longhorn defensive backs on the sideline down in Lubbock, 

and the Big 12’s silly tiebreaking procedure took it from there. 

McCoy's back this year, and Texas is in position to claim what some 

considered rightfully theirs last season: the Big 12 South title. McCoy 

led UT in rushing and passing last year and completed a ridiculous 

76.7 percent of his passes. What's next, 80? Don’t laugh. Even with- 

out Quan Cosby, it’s possible, That’s because Jordan Shipley is still around and should 
be good for 15 TDs. IF the backfield tandem of piledriving Cody Johnson and Vondrell 
McGee can get it done behind a beastly line, the Steers will score about 50 per game. 
But how many will they give up? Texas had better hope some youngsters can step up 
along the front seven, because you don't just lose guys like Brian Orakpo and Rashad 
Bobino and call central casting for replacements. The good news is that the Texas sec- 
ondary is deep and experienced, and that helps in the wacky Big 12. Chances are they'll 
do a better job in the last seconds of big games, too, so the Longhorns can get what be- 
longs to them. 


USC 
TROJANS 


Bad news, Troy: Oregon State is on the schedule again. So are Stanford, San 
Jose State, Washington, Wazzu and a couple other teams against whom USC will 
be solidly favored. That means a bunch of opportunities to get lazy and compla- 
cent and ruin what would otherwise be a perfect season. Since the Trojans are breaking in a new 
quarterback, trying to find replacements for a quartet of linebackers and recasting the front four, 
its unlikely they'll be heading into games like rock stars. For the first time in a while, USC has 
something to prove. You may sneer at that assessment, given the annual parade of talent through 
the gates, but the backlash that followed last year’s loss to the Beavers, which pollsters treated as 
if ic were a 50-point defeat at the hands of Columbia, was enough to prove to the Trojans that 
mistakes can’t be tolerated. It’s either perfection or nothing at USC. Unfortunately, with so many 
new faces in key positions, errors will be unavoidable. Take quarterback, where Mark Sanchez 
earned little love from coach Pete Carroll by leaving for the NFL with a year of eligibility re- 
maining on the meter. Aaron Corp will have to hold off hard-charging freshman Matt Barkley 
for the starting assignment. And don't forget about Mitch Mustain, the former Arkansas Razor- 
back. At least the survivor will have a productive ground attack, a pair of solid targets (Damian 
Williams, Ronald Johnson) and a strong line, anchored by center Kristofer O’Dowd. Senior All- 
America safety Taylor Mays leads a defense that has a long way to go to match last year’s model, 
which held 10 teams to 10 or fewer points. For now, it just needs to keep the Trojans one point 
ahead of everybody else, especially Oregon State. 
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At least the Buckeyes didn’t blow it in the BCS title game again, as some had feared 
they might. Instead, OSU shared another Big Ten title and separated itself further 
from hated rival Michigan. That's enough for the Rust Belt, but 

OSU still has to prove it’s capable of competing on the national 

scene. It gets a shot Sept. 12 against USC, this time in Columbus, 

and it will be interesting to see if 


O | | O STAT FE sophomore Terrelle Pryor is more 
BUCKEYES equipped to operate the Buckeye 


attack than he was last year. That 
means he has to be able to complete an occasional pass downfield and handle pres- 
sure better. He clearly has the physical tools to do so, but if he can’t make the right 
decisions, coach Jim Tressel may revert to his more conservative ways. Of course, 
without a featured running back and with a line that was soft last year, that might be 
a little hard to do. They aren't quite using the word “rebuilding” in Columbus this 
season, but the Buckeyes have some work to do, replacing seven offensive starters 
and finding playmakers on defense to make up for the departures of linebackers James 
Laurinaitis and Marcus Freeman and corner Malcolm Jenkins. Ends Thaddeus Gib- 
son and Cameron Heyward should be lethal, and strong safety Kurt Coleman has star 
potential. The Buckeyes will be good, but they won't be good enough not to worry 
about getting clobbered by an SEC bully in early January. They'll have to settle for 
smacking around everybody in their backyard, especially the Wolverines. 


The 2009 calendar year hasn't been all that great for the Tide. First came that 
embarrassing Sugar Bowl loss to a non-BCS team that has spawned a whole slew of lawsuits 
and decrees about letting the mid-major world have greater access to the postseason party. 
Then, there was Andre Smith's awful decision to take his shirt off while run- 

ning at his Pro Day. At least Tide coach Nick Saban hasn't yelled at anybody 

in the media yet. Then again, it’s early. By the 

time the '09 season starts, Bama should be A LA BA M A 

poised to continue the success it had last year, CRIMSON TIDE 

when everything was perfect until the SEC 

title game. Not that there aren't going to be some growing pains. Seven of- 

fensive starters must be found, including a quarterback. Greg McElroy is the 

favorite, but he'll have plenty of competition from Star Jackson. It helps that sophomore 
wideout Julio Jones is back and poised to be one of the nation’s best. The Tide are loaded at 
running back, even with the loss of Glen Coffee to the NFL. Mark Ingram, who rushed for 
728 yards as a true freshman, is a first-team All-SEC back in the making. And if the offense 
sputters, don’t worry, because nine starters are back on defense, including immovable nose 
man Terrence Cody and linebacker Rolando McClain, an all-around nightmare. The Tide 
didn’t start ’09 well, but it has plenty of reason to believe it will finish it just fine. 


The icon is back. Penn State coach Joe Paterno defied those screaming for his resignation last 
year by taking the Nittany Lions to the Rose Bowl — after getting his hip replaced, of course. 
Secure in his position once again, JoePa has a team with the potential to win the Big Ten fora 
second straight year. That ought to keep those vultures away from him. Too bad 


he still has to contend with the media. At least he didn’t have to spend the win- 
ter and spring answering questions about his 


/ p E N N S TAT E team’s off-field shenanigans. Quarterback Daryll 
NITTANY LIONS Clark is back to trigger the spread that has re- 


placed the old vanilla Penn State attack and has 
established Paterno as something of a 21st century guy. Not bad for someone 
who played in the single wing at Brown. Clark has a couple of strong backs at his disposal — Evan 
Royster and Stephfon Green — but the Lions need help along the line and at receiver, where they 
will likely be bigger but not as fast. The healthy return of Sean Lee (ACL) gives the defense a big 
boost and restores faith in Linebacker U. But the secondary must be rebuilt, not the worst thing 
given its performance against USC in Pasadena, and pass rushers are needed. The Lions have 
some questions, but with a soft non-conference schedule and eight home games, they can wait 
awhile for the answers. 
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VIRGINIA TECH 
HOKIES 


After two years of hand-wringing, two- 
headed quarterback talk and will-he-or- 
won't-he questions, the Hokie offense 
finally belongs to Tyrod Taylor. We all know 
the junior can run, but can he pass? After he threw for two 
TDs and tossed seven interceptions last year, nobody can be 
sure. But if Taylor gets the Hokie spread down, and proves he 
can toss it to the right team, the ACC had better look out. 
Tech’s ground game will be robust, thanks to Taylor and 
sophomore Darren Evans, who gained 1,265 yards last year. 
The line is stout, and all of last year’s top receivers are back. The defense, which is always VT’s calling card, has to replace 
corner Macho Harris, and the linebackers are kind of young. But since when can't the Hokies stop people? Defensive end 
Jason Worilds is an All-America type, while cornerback Stephan Virgil picked off six passes last year. As always, the Hok- 
ies’ special teams are among the best around. If they aren't blocking kicks, then they’re returning them for big yardage or 
just scaring the hell out of rival kickers and punters. This could be a fine Tech team, but it may not make the national noise 


it would like, thanks to a nasty non-conference schedule. While some schools are loading up on FCS opponents and Sun 
Belt schools, the Hokies play both Alabama (in Adanta) and Nebraska (at home). And that Thursday night trip to East Car- 
olina won't be too much fun, either. Then again, if Taylor gets it going, Tech could be doing a lot of celebrating. 


It tells you just how great Oklahoma was last year that the Cowboys’ crazy 
offensive party took a backseat to the ridiculous Sooner scoring machine. 
That might not be the case this year, because so much skill talent returns in 
Stillwater, and Mike Gundy is ready to turn it all loose again. OSU was the 
most balanced offense in the nation last year, rushing for 3,191 yards and 
passing for 3,149. Quarterback Zac Robinson sets it all in motion, and last 
year he decided to stop trying to run over 


linebackers and focus on his passing, It was O K LA a O M A STAT F 
a good move, because he threw for 3,064 COWBOYS 


y yards and still rushed for eight TDs. He'll 

be smart to leave the bulk of the ground work to Kendall Hunter (1,555 yards, 16 TDs) and con- 
centrate on getting the ball to Dez Bryant (87 catches, 19 TDs), a big-play specialist. The Cow- 
boys will be fun to watch, all right, and they might even challenge for the Big 12 South title if 
they decide to play some defense. OSU gave up 176 points in its last four games last year, and 
that’s no way to win big games. Since 10 of last year’s top 12 tacklers return, it’s a good bet the 
Pokes will tighten it up. If not, they may just be able to outscore everybody, including their ri- 
vals over in Norman. And even if they can't, it will be lots of fun to see them try. 


If there’s one chic accessory no top 10 can be without, it’s the Rebels, who in one year have 
gone from winless in SEC play to a squad thought capable of challenging Alabama for the West 
Division title. And it all begins with coach Houston Nutt, who fled Arkansas a couple steps 
ahead of the posse and found a perfect spot in Oxford. He took the 

great recruiting classes brought in by Ed Orgeron and his staff and 

showed them how to win. Following the Cot- 


ton Bowl triumph over Texas Tech, Rebel fans O ‘i c M | S S 


couldn't wait for spring practice. That's how R E B E LS 


much optimism aodnds at Ole Miss. The of 

fense should have plenty of big-play capabilities, provided the line 

comes together. Quarterback Jevan Snead matured nicely in ’08 and by year's end was a confi- 
dent, highly productive passer. With Dexter McCluster tearing it up on the ground and as a re- 
ceiver, Snead should get it rolling quickly and make the Rebels a dangerous bunch. The defense 
wont be too shabby, either, particularly up front, where a trio of ends, led by Greg Hardy, will 
put pressure on opposing attacks, while safety Kendrick Lewis makes big plays in the secondary. 
With a manageable schedule that includes no non-conference bullies and no sign of either Florida 
or Georgia, the Rebels might just make all those trendsetters look pretty good. 
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! ~ a CALIFORNIA GOLDEN BEARS 
f Okay, Kevin Riley. It’s all in place. What do you have for us? The Bears return plenty of oftensive 


firepower, have eight starters back from a pretty good defense and a favorable schedule. Now it’s up 
to the junior quarterback who completed a meager 50.7 percent of his throws last year. Maybe it’s 
not fair to put itall on Riley, but if the Bears are to get back to challenging USC for conference primacy, they need 
some reliable quarterbacking for a change. Nate Longshore was alright these past few years, but he never grabbed 
the job by the throat. At times last year, it appeared coach Jeff Tedford was flipping a coin to see which quarter- 
back went onto the field. Well, it’s all Riley now, unless of course, Brock Mansion steps up and plays as well as his 
name sounds. The rest of the squad should be excellent. Running back Jahvid Best piled up 1,580 yards last year, 
and when he gets tired, Shane Vereen is a handful. The line is experienced, and though the receivers didn’t post 
big numbers last year, there are sure a lot of them back. The whole secondary is back, led by sticky corner Syd’Quan 
Thompson. The Bears have high hopes, but they need someone to lead the way. Well, Kevin, we're waiting. 


BOISE STATE BRONCOS 


Ifall goes right for the Broncos, by the end of this year, legislators from Idaho could be stomping 

their feet and holding their breath over the undefeated BSU squad's inability to play for the na- 

tional championship. There will be resolutions passed, lawsuits threatened and Congressional in- 
quiries promised. And all the Broncs must do is navigate a treacherous 13-game slate that includes a visit from 
Oregon, a trip to Tulsa (over/under: 109 points) and the usual zany WAC business. Finish that with a perfect 
record, and you have every right to complain. Boise State has that potential, thanks to a bunch of playmakers on 
both sides of the ball. All quarterback Kellen Moore did as redshirt freshman in ’08 was throw for 3,486 yards 
and complete 69.4 percent of his throws. Ian Johnson is gone, but Jeremy Avery has star power in the backfield. 
The secondary is filled with big-play types. Kyle Wilson picked off five passes and returned three punts for TDs. 
Greatness is within Boise State's reach. Of course, since the Broncos are in the WAC, they can’t quite reach high 
enough. There ought to be an investigation. Come to think of it, there probably will be one. 


OREGON bucks 


Chip Kelly's time as an understudy wasn't all that long. While Will Muschamp, Joker Phillips, 
Jimbo Fisher and James Franklin might have to wait several more seasons before getting the op- 


portunity to lead their respective programs, Kelly wasn’t the Ducks’ boss-in-waiting for too long. 
Mike Bellotti’s decision to kick himself upstairs to the AD job gives Kelly the reins, and he has to be excited about 
Oregon's chances, especially after squiring the offense through last year’s transition. Quarterback Jeremiah Ma- 
soli, who developed into a dynamic dual-threat under center, is back, and so are a lot of his weapons, including 
super-sized running back LeGarrette Blount, wideout Jeff Maehl and tight end Ed Dickson. There are some 
questions along the line, but the Ducks have always been able to churn out the offensive productivity. And un- 
like other seasons, when Oregon was content merely to outscore everybody, the defense might just be pretty 
stout. Still, the Ducks are known for their offense, and Kelly gets his chance to get it rolling as the man in charge. 
Chances are, things will continue pretty much the way they have for years. 


GEORGIA BULLDOGS 


This is a little different than last year, when the Bulldogs were many people's picks to win the 
SEC and even the national title. Although the expectations are lessened somewhat, thanks in large 
part to the departure of passer Matthew Stafford and running back Knowshon Moreno, there are 
still plenty of reasons to like UGA. One is a collection of linebackers that may be among the best in the SEC. 
The offense is a different story. Last season, everybody worried whether Stafford would be safe behind a green 
offensive line. In ’09, the blockers are ready, but senior Joe Cox needs to prove he’s worthy of their fine protec- 
tion. And somebody has to become a meal ticket in the ground game. Maybe it will be Caleb King, but a host 
of candidates will try to take work from him. If Cox gets comfortable, chances are he'll throw a lot to sophomore 
A.J. Green, who had an impressive debut. If Cox can’t do it, one of the incoming freshmen (Aaron Murray or 
Zach Mettenberger) will get a shot. The Bulldogs will be good, but don’t expect too many people to anoint them 
championship favorites. That might not be a bad thing, considering how all that worked out last season. 


J FLORIDA STATE SEMINOLES 


While Bobby Bowden and FSU administrators wrangle with the NCAA about lost victories, the 
‘09 Seminoles will try to get him a whole bunch more. We're not talking about a return to the old 
days when Florida State was rolling up top-5 finishes, but the Noles have reason to be optimistic 
and might even be thinking BCS bowl, should the defense come around. The offense has potential, but that means 
Christian Ponder has to be more reliable. He has the wheels and arm necessary to make things happen, but Pon- 
der has yet to do it every game. It won't help early that his skill position mates are somewhat green. But Jermaine 
Thomas could become a potent ground threat, and there is enough speed on the outside to make up for the losses 
of Greg Carr and Preston Parker. And, for a change, the offensive line returns intact with the potential to be spe 
cial. Now, if the defense can cooperate, things could be pretty good in Tallahassee. There's talent and speed but 
not much experience. FSU will challenge for the ACC tide, and it will win a bunch of games. The Noles won't be 


able to vault Bowden past JoePa in the all-time category, but they might make him pretty happy nonetheless. 
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NEBRASKA CORNHUSKERS 


Bo Pelini is an Ohio native and an Italian with about as good a chance of finding authentic 
meatballs and gravy in Lincoln as Bill Callahan does getting elected governor of Nebraska. But 
in one year with the Huskers, Pelini did what Callahan couldn't — give the Husker faithful the 
sense that a return to prominence was possible. By winning nine games and knocking off Clemson in the Gator 
Bowl, Pelini fulfilled the mandate given to him by AD, former Congressman and resident legend Tom Osborne 
to make Nebraska football matter again. Pelini embraced the school’s long-time walk-on policy. He committed 
to running the football and playing nasty, Blackshire defense. None of that West Coast offense stuff for him. The 
08 Huskers won six of their last seven and enter this year expecting even more. For that to happen, they must 
find a quarterback, continue to improve a defense that lacks proven linebackers and develop some playmakers 
at receiver. Pelini had a great first year, but nine-win seasons don't inspire the red-clad faithful to confer deity sta- 
tus upon coaches. Nebraska has to win conference titles and play in major bowl games for that. 


LSU TIGERS 


You have to hand it to Les Miles. After an 8-5 season that included a 3-5 conference record, a 
scary win over Troy and a spot well out of the national conversation, the LSU coach was talking 
on National Signing Day about how this year’s crop of prospects was good enough to compete for 
multiple national championships. Why not just promise an undefeated season? But that’s Miles. He isn’t going 
to hide or mumble some platitudes. If he thinks his team can be great, he'll say it. Maybe that’s why you don't 
hear him mouthing off about his ’09 defense. He just doesn’t know. New coordinator John Chavis built great 
units for years at Tennessee, but he has plenty of work to do with the Tigers, who lose five starters from last year’s 
bunch, which didn’t exactly throw a stone wall in front of opponents. Meanwhile, Miles has to decide whether 
he wants to live on the edge again with Jarrett Lee at quarterback, like last year, or turn things over to Jordan Jef- 
ferson, who tore up Georgia Tech in the Chick-fil-A Bowl. LSU still has some ground to cover, but Miles isn’t 
too worried. If things go poorly, he'll just throw the freshmen in there and wait for the wins to pile up. 


CINCINNATI BEARCATS 


When the Bearcats began spring practice, coach Brian Kelly joked that he was running “The 
Gong Show,” especially on defense. Players had a chance to impress him, and if they didn’t they 
got gonged. Let’s hope there were far more “Gene, Gene the Dancing Machines” than “Unknown 
Comics” for the Cats, who enter ’09 with close to a brand new defense, thanks to the departure of 10 starters from 
last year’s Big East title team. Since the conference is again wide open, there's no reason to think UC can’t repeat, 
particularly since the offense doesn’t have to rebuild anything more than the right side of the line. Quarterback 
Tony Pike is back after a breakout season, and wideout Mardy Gilyard is one of the nation’s top big-play men. Now, 
about that defense: Kelly had better be more Chuck Noll than Chuck Barris, because the Bearcats need to find 
some people to fill in all over the defensive depth chart. After last year’s big season, there were a lot of rumors about 
Kelly and the jobs that might be available to him. Should he craft another Big East champ, those whispers will be- 
come shouts. And “The Gong Show” will become “Who Wants To Be A Millionaire.” 


)NORTH CAROLINA TAR HEELS 


/ If Butch Davis thought it was hard convincing the country North Carolina wasn’t just a hoops 
school, OP Roy Williams did him no favors this April in Detroit by winning another national title. 
Compared to that, Davis’ 8—5 record and Meineke Car Care Bowl loss look kind of small. But don’t 
give up on the football team yet, because Davis has big plans and the résumé to pull them off. Carolina contin- 
ues to pull in great recruiting classes, and if all those youngsters make good on their promise, UNC might just find 
itself competing for the ACC title. The Tar Heels came close last year — then again, just about everybody in the 
league did — and have some big talents available to make another push. Marvin Austin is a fast-talking, big-tack- 
ling defensive lineman with an All-America future. Quan Sturdivant is a top-shelf linebacker. The Heels can run 
it with Shaun Draughn and throw it, thanks to two-year starter T.J. Yates. (Now, about those holes at receiver...) 
Four of UNC's losses last year were by three points or fewer, so the potential for even more growth is there. It might 
not all happen this year, but the Heels are poised to take a huge step forward in the next few seasons. 


MICHIGAN STATE sPARTANS 


How great is it to be a Spartan these days? The MSU basketball team played in the Final Four 
before an adoring throng in Detroit. And State's football team seems poised to vault past flail- 
ing Michigan in the Big Ten hierarchy. Things are looking up in East Lansing, and all Mark 
Dantonio must do now is figure out a way to take the next step. That's the big obstacle at State every time pros- 
perity rolls around. MSU gets to a certain point, but it can’t finish the job. Last year, big losses to Ohio State and 
Penn State (by a combined 69 points) kept the Spartans from the Big Ten’s upper reaches. In 2009, the losses of 
several key players from last year’s squad might do it. All-American Javon Ringer is gone from the backfield, and 
quarterback Brian Hoyer must be replaced. A pair of offensive line stalwarts are gone, too. But eight starters are 
back on Pat Narduzzi’s defense, and that’s good news. If quarterback Kirk Cousins can translate his great grasp 
of the offense to on-field production (if not, it’s Keith Nichol), and a couple reliable tailbacks emerge from a six- 
way donnybrook, the Spartans have a chance to move forward. And leave Michigan further behind. 
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Nebraska: Larry Smi 
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UTAH uTES 


You may think the bright afterglow of the Utes’ spanking of Alabama in last year’s Sugar Bowl 
was a precursor to a dimming of the program's fortunes, but you would be dead wrong. The Utes 
have a whole lot of talent returning, and if either Corbin Louks or junior college import Terrance 
Cain can grab the starting quarterback job, there’s no reason Utah can’t roll through the Mountain West once 
again. It may be asking too much for another BCS bid and a burst of legislative anger over the inequities of the 
bowl system, especially with a game at Oregon, but the Utes will be good. Their defense returns a ton of talent, 
especially along the front seven. Running back Matt Asiata has the burst and power to gain 1,000 yards, if he 
can keep a pack of worthy competitors off the field. Utah lost a bunch of receivers, but the newcomers may be 
even better. The Utes have won eight bow! games in a row, have become the scourge of the MWC and are com- 
ing off the school’s best season. And they don’t seem to have too many worries in ’09. So, while that smackdown 
of Alabama may seem like a high-water mark to many, it’s just another step in the journey in Salt Lake City. 


GEORGIA TECH YELLOW JACKETS 


So much for all that talk about how Paul Johnson's “gimmick” offense might be successful in the 
I-AA ranks and at a Service Academy but is in no way fit for the big time. The Yellow Jackets 
may have crashed and burned against LSU in their bowl game, but there’s no denying the suc- 
cess of the Johnson spread option scheme in 2008. Nor can people deny its expected effectiveness this year. Sure, 
it would be nice if Josh Nesbitt could complete more than 44 percent of his passes, but when you have a loaded 
backfield like Tech does and enough motion, spins, fakes and sleight-of-hand to make David Copperfield blink, 
why throw at all? Jonathan Dwyer, last year’s ACC Player of the Year, is back to lead the infantry charge, and he'll 
get support from Roddy Jones and Louisville transfer Anthony Allen. Wideout Demaryius Thomas won't find 
guys from the intramurals sitting in on position meetings this year. The defensive line is the only real position 
question, since stud safety Morgan Burnett anchors the secondary and all three starting backers return. Still think 
Johnson's way is a stunt? Didn’t think so. 


IOWA HAWKEYES 

Wasn't it just a couple seasons ago that everybody was wondering why Kirk Ferentz was such 
a big deal? After all that pub about the Hawkeyes’ quick first couple seasons under Ferentz, 
the program hic a lull, and all of a sudden the “genius” wasn't so smart anymore. Well, what 
do you expect from a school that’s located in a state that has precious few big-time recruits each season? Looks 
like the Hawks are back. Last year, lowa won nine games, knocked Penn State out of the BCS title game picture 
and took care of the Ol’ Ball Coach in the Outback Bowl. Now, with eight starters returning on defense and a 
strong quarterback in Ricky Stanzi, the Hawks should keep it rolling. Yes, there has to be someone to carry the 
ball, because Shonn Greene's long road to stardom has finally ended, at least in lowa City. Expect Jewel Hamp- 
ton to be the main man. Replacing all-world tackle Mitch King won't be easy, but you get the idea: Iowa's de- 
fense will be tough. lowa thought enough of last year’s performance to extend Ferentz’s contract through 2015. 
Sounds like the Hawkeye administrators are convinced he's pretty smart again. 


NOTRE DAME FIGHTING IRISH 


After all the rumors, innuendo and speculation, Charlie Weis did indeed return to South Bend 
for a fifth season at the helm of the Fighting Irish program. But don’t be naive: One more sub- 
standard performance, and Weis is out, giant buyout or no giant buyout. The obvious questions 
are, 1. What constitutes a “standard” performance at Notre Dame these days? and 2. Can Weis reach the level 
Irish fans demand? Neither answer is easy. Is it BCS bowl or bust? Probably. Can Weis get there? He just might 
be able to do it. A harmonic convergence of a friendly schedule and some depth (finally) might just get the Irish 
where they need to be. Weis will be at the top of the offensive food chain, calling the plays again. That worked 
pretty well in the Hawaii Bowl win. So did quarterback Jimmy Clausen’s arm, which completed 22-of-26 passes. 
That was great, but any success the Irish have will be determined largely by Clausen’s consistency and continued 
growth. The Irish defense moves to a 4-3 this year, and needs to stop giving up crippling big plays. There's a lot 
to do, but Weis is getting his chance to make it happen. Maybe his last chance. 


OREGON STATE BEAVERS 


When talk turns to the Beavers, somebody inevitably brings up the stunning upset win over USC 

last season that triggered a run to the Sun Bowl. Oregon State folks cherish that victory, but they 

would rather talk about the program's three straight top 25 appearances. And even if the 3-0 
bowl win over Pitt may have been the most boring postseason game ever, it propelled OSU into ’09 with high 
hopes. Turning those expectations into reality will require some work. A good start will help, bur OSU needs to 
rebuild its defense for that to be a possibility. Only three starters return, and the D-line and corner spots are par- 
ticularly shaky. The offense should be fine, thanks to the expected healthy returns of running back Jacquizz Rodgers 
and quarterback Lyle Moevao. Those two key an attack that needs some help at the wideout spots but should be 
productive enough. Yep, there is more to this program than last year’s triumph over the Trojans — or the one in 
2006. USC is on the schedule again this season, and the college football community would be wise to look in on 
the Beavers a couple other times during the season to see one of the nation’s more underappreciated programs. 
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RANKING THE REST 


ft ee FS 
| 26. KANSAS 58. ARIZONA 90. MARSHALL 
) 27. NC STATE 59. SOUTHERN MISS 91. BUFFALO 
28. TCU 60. AIR FORCE 92. ARKANSAS STATE 
29. WEST VIRGINIA 61. MINNESOTA 93. OHIO 
30. CLEMSON 62. TULSA 94. SAN JOSE STATE 
31. TEXAS TECH 63. NAVY 95. UCF 
32. ILLINOIS 64. NEVADA 96. AKRON 
33. BYU 65. CONNECTICUT 97. FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
34. TENNESSEE 66. TEXAS A&M 98. SMU 
} 35. MIAMI 67. VIRGINIA 99. BOWLING GREEN 
| 36. ARKANSAS 68. KANSAS STATE 100. TOLEDO 
| 37. MISSOURI 69. CENTRAL MICHIGAN 101. UTAH STATE 
| 38. ARIZONA STATE 70. COLORADO STATE 102. SAN DIEGO STATE 
39. NORTHWESTERN 71. LOUISIANA TECH 103. TULANE 
} 40. RUTGERS 72. DUKE 104. RICE 
} 41. PITTSBURGH 73. MISSISSIPPI STATE 105. WYOMING 
| 42. WISCONSIN 74. PURDUE 
| 43. AUBURN 75. TROY 


| 44, VANDERBILT 76. WASHINGTON 


| 106. UAB 
| 107. ARMY 
| 45. EAST CAROLINA 77. LOUISVILLE 108. MIDDLE TENNESSEE | 
46. SOUTH FLORIDA 78. INDIANA 109. BALL STATE 
47. WAKE FOREST 79. FRESNO STATE 110. TEMPLE 
48. BOSTON COLLEGE 80. SYRACUSE 111. KENT STATE 
49. COLORADO 81. IOWA STATE 112. FIU 
50. HOUSTON 82. UTEP 113. UL MONROE 
51. UCLA 83. WESTERN MICHIGAN 114. UL LAFAYETTE 
52. BAYLOR 84. UNLV 115. MIAMI (OHIO) 
53. STANFORD 85. HAWAII 116. EASTERN MICHIGAN 
=) 54. SOUTH CAROLINA 86. NORTHERN ILLINOIS 117. NEW MEXICO STATE 
fi 55. MICHIGAN 87. NEW MEXICO 118. IDAHO | 
ie | 56. KENTUCKY 88. WASHINGTON STATE 119. NORTH TEXAS | 
i =) 57. MARYLAND 89. MEMPHIS 120. WESTERN KENTUCKY | 
i MSS = = = — = Ss —_————_ 
aay eon te eg es = ee lie * a 
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1. Buffalo 
2. Ohio 
3. Akron 
4. Bowling Green 

5. Temple 

6. Kent State 

7. Miami (Ohio) 
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1. Central Michigan 
2. Western Michigan 
3. Northern Illinois 
4. Toledo 
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. Troy 

. Arkansas State 

. Florida Atlantic 

. Middle Tennessee 

. Florida International 
. UL Monroe 

. UL Lafayette 

. North Texas 

. Western Kentucky 


. Boise State 

. Nevada 

. Louisiana Tech 

. Fresno State 

. Hawaii 

. San Jose State 

. Utah State 

. New Mexico State 
. Idaho 
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Our troops overseas know the home team by heart. 


Tt! 


maintain their faith and hope no matter what. Find out how MILITARY 
you, your family, and your church can build faith and hope MINISTRY 
for our returning warriors...and their home teams. Adensideur 

Campus Crusade for Christ International 
Contact us for a FREE Military Ministry Bible that you 1.800.444.6006 


Military Ministry helps Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Marines 


can give to your favorite member of the home team. hopeonthehomefront.com/FB09 


2009 FCS PREVIEW * 


PRESEASON TOP 25 


1. APPALACHIAN STATE (11-3, 8-0 Southern) 


Quarterback Armanti Edwards won the 2008 Walter Payton Award but wants big- 
ger hardware again — another national championship trophy. Edwards led the Moun- 
taineers to the final two of their three straight titles, in 2006 as a redshirt freshman and 
07 as a sophomore. Seventeen starters return, including middle linebacker Jacque 
Roman and safety Mark LeGree, who led the FCS with 10 interceptions. Coach Jerry 
Moore has a motivated team after the Mountaineers fell to Richmond, 33-13, in the 
national quarterfinals last season. 


2. RICHMOND (13-3, 6-2 Colonial) 

With 18 returning starters, the defending FCS champions are stocked for another title 
run. Dual-threat quarterback Eric Ward could win Player of the Year honors in the 
FCS's toughest conference and has excellent receivers, including Kevin Grayson and Tre 
Gray. Cornerback Justin Rogers and linebacker Eric McBride, both All-America can- 
didates, ignite a turnover-happy defense. 


3. NORTHERN IOWA (12-3, 7-1 Missouri Valley) 

The national semifinalists have a veteran team despite losing all-time leading rusher 
Corey Lewis. Senior quarterback Pat Grace directs the offense. Linebacker Josh Ma- 
honey is an Academic All-American, while Missouri Valley Conference Defensive Player 
of the Year James Ruffin could be an All-America defensive end. 


4. VILLANOVA (10-3, 7-1 Colonial) 


Quarterback Chris Whitney wants to get the ball in the hands of 1,000-yard rusher 
Aaron Ball and versatile junior receiver Matt Szczur, who also works out of the Wild- 
cats’ backfield. It helps to have an offensive tackle like 6'4", 325-pound Ben Ijalana. Sen- 
ior playmaker Osayi Osunde directs a potent linebacker unit. 


5. JAMES MADISON (72-2, 8-0 Colonial) 

Redshirt junior Drew Dudzik gets the first crack at replacing do-everything quarter- 
back Rodney Landers, who led the Dukes to the regular-season CAA title. Both lines 
are strong, and senior Scotty McGee is one of the best return specialists in the FCS. 


6. MONTANA (14-2, 7-1 Big Sky) 

Significant losses to the national runner-up included quarterback Cole Bergquist, 
who was 31-6 as a starter. Still, the Grizzlies have firepower with tailback Chase 
Reynolds (1,583 yards, 23 total TDs) and wideout Mare Mariani (17 total TDs). Sen- 
ior safety Shann Schillinger and linebacker Shawn Lebsock both had more than 100 
tackles last fall. 


7. WEBER STATE (10-4, 7-1 Big Sky) 


No tio had gaudier offensive numbers last season than quarterback Cameron Hig- 
gins (4,460 yards and 36 TDs), receiver Tim Toone (84 receptions for 1,525 yards) 
and tailback Trevyn Smith (2,363 combined rushing and receiving yards, 28 total TDs). 
The Wildcats, though, return only five defensive starters. 


8. SOUTHERN ILLINOIS (9-3, 7-1 Missouri Valley) 

The Salukis have made six straight trips to the playoffs, and they return 10 defensive 
starters, including all-conference linebacker Brandin Jordan and cornerback Korey 
Lindsey. Junior quarterback Chris Dieker figures to have better command of the offense. 


9. NEW HAMPSHIRE (10-3, 6-2 Colonia) _ ARMANT Lie ac 
Junior quarterback R.J, Toman loses three starting offensive linemen but has excel- eS i) ED WWAF \ 1} S 

lent targets in All-America tight end Scott Sicko and running back Chad Kackert. Play- ie 

making cornerback Dino Vasso is part of an experienced defense, which will be needed 
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to handle some key road dates. tare Bet i Lh gl 
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10. WOFFORD (9-3, 7-1 Southern) 


The Terriers have to replace running back Dane Romero's 23 touch- 
downs, but the wingbone usually troubles opponents. The conference 
schedule appears favorable, but, of course, the SoCon still includes 
Appalachian State. 


11. WILLIAM & MARY (7-4, 5-3 Colonial) 

The Tribe need improvement on the offensive line to pave the way 
for tailback Jonathan Grimes, whose 162 all-purpose yards per game 
led all freshmen in the FCS. All-America defensive end Adrian Tracy 
gets after quarterbacks, and don’t overlook the special teams with 
placekicker Brian Pate and punter David Miller. 


12. SOUTH CAROLINA STATE (10-3, 8-0 MEAC) 

The Bulldogs are seeking their first back-to-back MEAC titles since 
1982 and ’83. At the goal line, quarterback Malcolm Long can hand 
off to speedy Will Ford (1,499 yards and 13 TDs) or Travil Jamison 
(16 TDs). 


13. JACKSONVILLE STATE (8-3, 6-2 Ohio valley) 

In his first season with the Gamecocks, former LSU quarterback 
Ryan Perrilloux threw for 2,318 yards and 19 TDs. The defense fea- 
tures linebacker Alexander Henderson and free safety Carnell Clark. 


14. ELON (6-4, 6-2 Southern) 

Senior wide receiver Terrell Hudgins puts up big numbers — 272 
catches for 3,617 yards and 36 TDs in his career. The last two seasons, 
the Phoenix are 134 before November but only 2-4 in November. 


15. MASSACHUSETTS (7-5, 4-4 Colonial) 


Don Brown, who guided the Minutemen to a 43-19 record in five 
seasons, left to become the defensive coordinator at Maryland. Of 
fensive coordinator Kevin Morris takes over, and his attack will be led 
by tailback Tony Nelson (1,325 yards rushing) and senior wideouts 
Victor Cruz and Jeremy Horne. 


16. CENTRAL ARKANSAS (10-2, 6-1 Southland) 


Last year’s SLC “title” was on paper because the Bears are not yet a 
full Division I member and remain ineligible for the postseason until 
2010. Record-setting quarterback Nathan Brown is gone, but All- 
America defensive end Larry Hart returns. 


17. MAINE (8-5, 5-3 Colonial) 

Few teams spread the wealth around the backfield like the Black 
Bears, whose running attack is led by quarterback Michael Brusko and 
fullback Jared Turcotte. They are coming off their first FCS playoff 
appearance since 2002. 


18. HOLY CROSS (7-4, 5-1 Patriot) 

Senior quarterback Dominic Randolph has thrown for 9,679 yards 
and 83 touchdowns in his career. The Crusaders, injury-plagued last 
season, also boast senior linebackers Sean Lamkin and Marcus Ro- 
driguez. 


19. CAL POLY (8-3, 2-0 Great West) 

New coach Tim Walsh is asked to deliver a seventh straight winning 
season. Linebacker Carlton Gillespie and strong safety David Fuller- 
ton will try to prevent the Mustangs from having to win shootouts. 


20. TENNESSEE-MARTIN (6-4, 6-2 Ohio Valley) 

Last season’s surprise team in the OVC wont sneak up on anybody 
in 2009. Quarterback Cade Thompson directs a veteran offense, and 
safety Dontrell Miller collected eight turnovers, returning five for TDs. 


OFFENSE 

QB Armanti Edwards 6'0" 184 Sr Appalachian State 
RB Will Ford 5'11" 185 Sr. South Carolina State 
RB Trevyn Smith 5'0" 210 Sr Weber State 

WR. Terrell Hudgins 63" £235 ‘St Elon 

WR Andre Roberts 5'11" 175 Sr The Citadel 

TE Scott Sicko 63" 230 Sr New Hampshire 
OL Lane Freiwald 67" 318 Sr Central Arkansas 
OL Ben Ijalana 64" 325 ur Villanova 

OL Matthew McCracken 6'4" 291 Sr. Richmond 

OL Austin Steichen 6'3" 300 Sr Northern Iowa 
OL James Williams 6'5". 295 Sr Harvard 
DEFENSE 

DL Larry Hart 611" 242 Sr Central Arkansas 
DL Austen Lane 6'6" 250 Sr. Murray State 

DL James Ruffin 6'4" 265 Sr Northern Iowa 
DL Adrian Tracy 6'4" 243 Sr. William & Mary 
LB Eric McBride 62" 214 Jr — Richmond 

LB Jacque Roman 6'l" 240 Sr. Appalachian State 
LB Jeffrey Williams 610" 221 Jr Gardner-Webb 


CB Philip Ashley 5'10" 185 Sr. Charleston Southern 

CB Patrick Stoudamire 5'11" 200 Sr. Western Illinois 

S Charles Graves 6'0" 195 Sr Delaware 

S Mark LeGree 6'0" 200 ur Appalachian State 
SPECIALISTS 

K_sCBrian Pate 59" 182 Sr William & Mary 

P Doug Spada 61". 190 Sr. Southeast Missouri State 
KR LeRoy Vann 5190" 182 Sr Florida A&M 

PR Scotty McGee 59" 180 Sr James Madison 


BW 


21. GRAMBLING STATE (11-2, 10-0 swac) 

As usual, the Tigers’ defense will punish opponents (GSU forced 44 
turnovers last season). Dual-threat quarterback Greg Dillon, the SWAC 
Newcomer of the Year last season, is happy to oblige on the offensive end. 


22. TEXAS STATE (8-5, 5-2 Southland) 

Four-year starting quarterback Bradley George and two-time 1,000- 
yard rusher Karrington Bush work behind a veteran offensive line. The 
defense must fill some holes. 


23. HARVARD (9-1, 6-7 Ivy) 


All-America left tackle James Williams and wide receiver Matt Luft 
will help break in a new quarterback. The Ivy League doesn’t send its 
champion to the FCS playoffs, much to the dismay of coach Tim Mur- 
phy’s Crimson. 


24. GEORGIA SOUTHERN (6-5, 4-4 Southern) 

The Eagles had seven representatives on the Southern Conference 
All-Freshman Team, and that didn’t include quarterback Lee Chapple, 
who came on strong at the end of last season. Most of the key games are 
on the road. 


25. EASTERN WASHINGTON (6-5, 5-3 Big Sky) 


Quarterback Matt Nichols connected on at least 50 passes with three 
returning receivers. After the NCAA placed the Eagles on three years 
probation, the school filed an appeal over its postseason ban. 
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2009 Johnny Unitas® 


Golden Arm Award‘ 29 


presented by 


L-Transamenica 


a 


ften times college football fans and the media 
become so enthralled with touchdown passes, 


elusive runs, ferocious tackles and quarterback 
sacks that we lose sight of other important aspects 
of college athletics. The Golden Arm Award, 
presented annually to the top senior quarterback by the Johnny 
Unitas Golden Arm Foundation, encapsulates all that is 
positive in college sports. The award acknowledges 
performance on the field for sure. But it goes beyond 
completion percentage and touchdown strikes. The award 
values character, citizenship, integrity and those who honor the 


game. 


“The winner of the Golden Arm Award is recognized not 
only for his athletic accomplishments, but also for his character, 
citizenship, scholastic achievement, leadership qualities, and 
athletic abilities,” says John Unitas Jr., President of the Johnny 
Unitas Golden Arm Educational Foundation, Inc. The Johnny 
Unitas Golden Arm Award bears the name of the man many 


refer to as the finest quarterback ever to play the game of 


football. 


In addition to honoring a player with the Johnny Unitas 
Golden Arm Award, the Johnny Unitas Golden Arm 
Educational Foundation, Inc., has awarded more than 
$550,000 in scholarships to deserving scholar-athletes from 
local area high schools both in Maryland and Kentucky. 


“Despite my Dad's outstanding accomplishments, he never 
forgot his humble beginnings, and this won him a permanent 
place in the hearts of all who ever knew him,” notes Unitas Jr. 
“Giving life to his commitment to ‘give back,’ the Johnny 
Unitas Golden Arm Educational Foundation, Inc., was 
established to promote football on all levels by providing 
financial aid to deserving young athletes.” 


GRAHAM HARRELL 


TEXAS TECH 


TOP SENIOR QUARTERBACKS FOR 2009 
JARRETT BROWN, WEST VIRGINIA 

DARYLL CLARK, PENN STATE 

ARMANTI EDWARDS, APPALACHIAN STATE 
MAX HALL, BYU 

TIM HILLER, WESTERN MICHIGAN 

MIKE KAFKA, NORTHWESTERN 

DAN LEFEVOUR, CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
THADDEUS LEWIS, DUKE 

COREY LEONARD, ARKANSAS STATE 

COLT MCCOY, TEXAS 

TONY PIKE, CINCINNATI 

PATRICK PINKNEY, EAST CAROLINA 

TODD REESING, KANSAS 

ZAC ROBINSON, OKLAHOMA STATE 
TYLER SHEEHAN, BOWLING GREEN 

RILEY SKINNER, WAKE FOREST 

RUSTY SMITH, FLORIDA ATLANTIC 

TIM TEBOW, FLORIDA 

CHRIS TURNER, MARYLAND 

JUICE WILLIAMS, ILLINOIS 
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Zach Johnson, 2007 Masters” Champion 


Transamerica has built its reputation on over 100 years 
of innovation and long-range vision.* 


Ask your financial professional how Transamerica can TRANSAMERICA 


help make your vision a reality. 


The Power of the Pyramid” 


an AEGON® company 
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PRESEASON 


“> FIRST-TEAM OFFENSE 


e Tim Tebow 6'3" 245 Sr. Florida 

RB Jahvid Best 5'10"195 dr. California 

RB Jonathan Dwyer 6'0" 228 dr. Georgia Tech 
WR Arrelious Benn 6128220) Uk Illinois 

WR Dez Bryant G2 2 UE Oklahoma State 
TE JermaineGresham 6'6" 261 Sr. Oklahoma 

OL Ciron Black 6'5" 325° ‘Sk LSU 

OL Russell Okung 616! 23052 "Sk Oklahoma State 
OL Adam Ulatoski 6'8" 302 Sr. Texas 

OL Trent Williams 6'5" 308 Sr. Oklahoma 


C Kristofer O’Dowd 6'5" 300 ur. USC 
AP DeMarco Murray 6'l" 205 dr. Oklahoma 


@y FIRST-TEAM DEFENSE — 
DE Carlos DUALS 6'6" 290 dr. Florida 
DE Jerry Hughes OSme2o7 ask TCU 
DT Terrence Cody 6:3)" 900) SK Alabama 
| DT Gerald McCoy 6'4" 295 dr. Oklahoma 
| LB Mark Herzlich 6'4" 238 Sr. Boston College 


! LB Brandon Spikes 6'3" 258 Sr. Florida 
LB SeanWeatherspoon 6'2" 245 Sr. Missouri 


CB Trevard Lindley COM 75"*Sr Kentucky 
CB Syd’QuanThompson 5'9" 187 Sr. California 
| §__ Eric Berry S'11"203 Jr Tennessee 
| § Taylor Mays 6230 ee Sk USC 
7 FIRST-TEAM SPECIALISTS ~ _— 


| Thomas Weber 61" 205 sey Ari 
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QUARTERBACK 
Sam Bradford 
RUNNING BACKS 
Jacquizz Rodgers 
Evan Royster 
WIDE RECEIVERS 
Dezmon Briscoe 
Damian Williams 
TIGHT END 
Rob Gronkowski 
ALL-PURPOSE 
C.J. Spiller 


Oklahoma 


Oregon State 
Penn State 


Kansas 
USC 


Arizona 


Clemson 


QUARTERBACK 
Colt McCoy 
RUNNING BACKS 
LeGarrette Blount 
Kendall Hunter 
WIDE RECEIVERS 
Mardy Gilyard 
Jordan Shipley 
TIGHT END 
Dennis Pitta 
ALL-PURPOSE 
Dexter McCluster 


6'3" 


6'2" 
5'8" 


6'1" 
6'0" 


6'5" 


5'g" 


Texas 


Oregon 
Oklahoma State 


Cincinnati 
Texas 


BYU 


Ole Miss 


ANTHONY DAVIS ANTONIO COLEMAN DEXTER McCLUSTER 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Brandon Carter 354 Sr Texas Tech Zane Beadles 
Anthony Davis 325 Jr Rutgers Bryan Bulaga 
Rodney Hudson 285 ur. Florida State John Jerry 
Sergio Render 319 Sr. Virginia Tech Mike Pouncey 
Chris Hall (C) 300 Sr. Texas Stefen Wisniewski (C) 
DEFENSIVE ENDS DEFENSIVE ENDS 
Antonio Coleman 257 Sr. Auburn Sergio Kindle 
Greg Hardy 265 Sr Ole Miss George Selvie 
DEFENSIVE TACKLES DEFENSIVE TACKLES 
Brian Price 295 Jr UCLA DeMarcus Granger 
Ndamukong Suh 300 Sr Nebraska Jared Odrick 
LINEBACKERS LINEBACKERS 
Navorro Bowman 230 ur. Penn State Rennie Curran 
Travis Lewis 232 So. Oklahoma Rolando McClain 
Eric Norwood 252 Sr. South Carolina Joe Pawelek 
CORNERBACKS CORNERBACKS 
Kendric Burney 185 Jr North Carolina Kyle Wilson 
Joe Haden 190 ur. Florida Alterraun Verner 
82 SAFETIES SAFETIES 
22 — Ahmad Black 185 Jr Florida Kam Chancellor 
25 Morgan Burnett 198 Jr  GeorgiaTech Darrell Stuckey 
e3 SPECIALISTS SPECIALISTS 
a2 Kai Forbath (K) 198 Jr UCLA Brett Swenson (K) 
3 Travis Baltz (P) 200 Jr. Maryland Ross Thevenot (P) 
23 A.J. Jefferson (KR) 190 Sr. Fresno State Torrey Smith (KR) 
iy Brandon James (PR) 185 Sr Florida Javier Arenas (PR) 
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6'4" 
6'6" 
6'5" 
6'5" 
6'3" 


6'4" 
6'4" 


6'2" 
6'5" 


511" 
6'4" 
6'2" 


5'10" 
bys he 


6'4" 
6'L" 


5'g" 
610" 
6'1" 
519" 


a 4 


KAM CHANCELLOR 

305 Sr Utah 

315 Jr Iowa 

350 Sr Ole Miss 
320 Jr Florida 
302 Jr Penn State 
239 Sr Texas 

245 Sr South Florida 
302 Sr Oklahoma 
306 Sr Penn State 
228 Jr Georgia 
249 Jr. Alabama 
240 Sr Baylor 

185 Sr. Boise State 
184 Sr UCLA 

226 Sr Virginia Tech 
205 Sr Kansas 
175 Sr Michigan State 
180 Sr Tulane 

200 So. Maryland 
198 Sr Alabama 
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ATHLON SPORTS 


VY ATLANTIC COAST conrere 


BOSTON COLLEGE 
CLEMSON 


DUKE Bye 62s eed | 2. 
FLORIDA STATE 4 5 4 if 
GEORGIA TECH 6 1 8 9 
MARYLAND 7 4 6 ll 
MIAMI 9 6 Ak 7 
NORTH CAROLINA Si Oe wL0 4 
NORTH CAROLINA STATE 1 9 5 8 
VIRGINIA Lie y2 5 
VIRGINIA TECH 2 3 2 3 


WAKE FOREST 


BAYLOR 
COLORADO 
IOWA STATE 
KANSAS 
KANSAS STATE 
MISSOURI 
NEBRASKA 
OKLAHOMA 
OKLAHOMA STATE 
TEXAS 

TEXAS A&M 
TEXAS TECH 


VY BIG EAST CONFERENCE 


1 3 
6 6 
8 2 
4 zA 
5 5 
2 4 
7 8 
3 1 


CINCINNATI 
CONNECTICUT 
LOUISVILLE 
PITTSBURGH 
RUTGERS 
SOUTH FLORIDA 
SYRACUSE 
WEST VIRGINIA 
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EVERY UNIT IN EACH CONFERENCE. 
A “1” SIGNIFIES THE BEST UNIT. 
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Boston College: Al Kooistra; 


Okaho Tom DiPace; Rutgers: Joe Robbins 


Y BIG TEN conference 


ILLINOIS 

| INDIANA 
IOWA 

| MICHIGAN 
MICHIGAN STATE 
MINNESOTA 
NORTHWESTERN 
OHIO STATE 
PENN STATE 
PURDUE 

| WISCONSIN 


i 
H Olo 


i io 
abraohwunnoale 


oa = 2) 

SOSBGrPwWrnaenOoUENs 
w b 

OoOnNNEF EE UWAWHh 
NUONBWHADOH 


QB RB WR/TE OL DB 
EAST CAROLINA 6 7 1 1 
HOUSTON if 3 5 7 
MARSHALL 9 6 8 5 
MEMPHIS 8 2 aL 3 
RICE Me ae 7 6 
SMU 7 a2 9 11 
SOUTHERN MISS 3 1 2 2 
TULANE Sa) 12 10 
TULSA 4 4 3 4 
UAB aye ae 0) 6 12 
UCF Ds 48 10 9 
UTEP 2 9 4 8 


ID-AIMERICAN conference 


DL 


oO 
ow 


a 
nN 
Cue 
aC 
a 
he 
Nm 


AKRON 
BALL STATE 
BOWLING GREEN 
BUFFALO 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 
KENT STATE 

| MIAMI 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
OHIO 
TEMPLE 
TOLEDO 
WESTERN MICHIGAN 


11 
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NOBNS SEH ulejowla 
NP UDO Ey aw 


re 
oO 


T CONFE 


AIR FORCE 

BYU 

COLORADO STATE 
NEW MEXICO 
SAN DIEGO STATE 
TCU 

UNLV 

UTAH 

WYOMING 
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Y PAC-10 CONFERENCE 


ARIZONA 

ARIZONA STATE 
CALIFORNIA 
OREGON 

OREGON STATE 
STANFORD 

UCLA 

USC 

WASHINGTON 
WASHINGTON STATE 


WNovovbrPuUNO & 
NOAOAWBHENYZ 


o 
J 
at) 
= 
° 


ALABAMA 
ARKANSAS 
AUBURN 
FLORIDA 
GEORGIA 
KENTUCKY 

LSU 

MISSISSIPPI STATE 
OLE MISS 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
TENNESSEE 
VANDERBILT 


y SUN BELT conrerence 


ARKANSAS STATE 3 
FLORIDA ATLANTIC 2 
FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 4 
MTSU 

NORTH TEXAS 

TROY 

UL LAFAYETTE 

UL MONROE 

WESTERN KENTUCKY 


OBDONUWNAH EG 


BOISE STATE 
FRESNO STATE 
HAWAII 

IDAHO 

LOUISIANA TECH 
NEVADA 

NEW MEXICO STATE 
SAN JOSE STATE 
UTAH STATE 
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JONAL UNIT Rankincs 


QUARTERBACKS 


CON PAN ma 


is 


RU 
1. 


. FLORIDA 
. OKLAHOMA 


TEXAS 
OREGON 


. PENN STATE 
. OKLAHOMA STATE 


KANSAS 


. ILLINOIS 
. OLE MISS 
. USC 


NNING BACKS 


OKLAHOMA 


6. OKALAHOMA STATE 


SS yreerresn 


DEFENSIVE LINE 


—_ 
(—) 


CONAN PRWN oo 


. OKLAHOMA 

. FLORIDA 

. OHIO STATE 

. VIRGINIA TECH 

. CLEMSON 

- NORTH CAROLINA 


- ALABAMA 
. OLE MISS 


. NEBRASKA 


WIDE RECEIVERS/TIGHT ENDS 


COI HT PAN 


teat 
= 


] 


2. GEORGIA TECH 
7.LSU  8.CLEMSON 93. ALABAMA 


. NOTRE DAME 
. OKLAHOMA 


KANSAS 
TEXAS 


. CINCINNATI 

. FLORIDA 

. ILLINOIS 

. CENTRAL MICHIGAN 


LINEBACKERS 


. -_ 
[—) 


CO AM PAWN wo 


. FLORIDA 
. OKLAHOMA 
. PENN STATE 


ALABAMA 
IOWA 


. GEORGIA 
. TEXAS 


. BOSTON COLLEGE 


- MICHIGAN STATE 


. CONNECTICUT 


‘OFFE 


BOAT RWN oo 


THE ATHLON AWARDS 


NSIVE LINE 


. GEORGIA 


IOWA 


. FLORIDA STATE 


LSU 


. OKLAHOMA STATE 
. RUTGERS 

. OHIO STATE 

. BOSTON COLLEGE 


\ 
aN 


| — 
Chtur.. a WE y 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 


—_ 
i—] 


CONAN PWN 


. FLORIDA 


USC 


. TENNESSEE 

. CALIFORNIA 

. VIRGINIA TECH 
. ALABAMA 


IOWA 


. OHIO STATE 
- UCLA 


. BOISE STATE 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


Player 

. Matt Barkley 

. Russell Shepard 
. Manti Teo 

. Bryce Brown 

. Jacobbi McDaniel 
. Rueben Randle 
. Devon Kennard 
. Craig Loston 

. Garrett Gilbert 
. Dre Kirkpatrick 
Lt. Dorian Bell 

11t. Vontaze Burfict 
13. Jamarkus McFarland 
14. Marlon Brown 
15. Xavier Nixon 
16. Jelani Jenkins 
17. Cierre Wood 
18. Chris Davenport 
19. DJJ. Fluker 

20. Trent Richardson 
21. Nico Johnson 
22. Darius Winston 
23. Gabe lynn 

24. Mason Walters 
25. Donte Moss 

26. Andre Debose 
27. William Campbell 
28. Jarvis Jones 

29. Randall Carroll 
30. Patrick Hall 

31. Aaron Murray 
32. Gary Brown 

33. Jaamal Berry 
34. Corey Adams 
35. Christine Michael 
36. Branden Smith 
37. Michael Ford 
38. Eric Shrive 

39. Shaquelle Evans 
40. Alex Okafor 

41, Morrell Presley 
42. Jheranie Boyd 
43. Sam Montgomery 
44. Mogan Moses 
45. John Martinez 

. Marcus Hall 

. Willie Downs 

48. John Simon 
49t. Logan Heastie 
49t. Chris Watt 


a 
SW OnNnNoun Ff WN re 


Wrangler 


PRESENTS 


OL 
RB 
LB 
CB 
CB 
OL 
DE 


Ht 
63" 
61" 
62" 
60" 
60" 
63" 
63" 
62" 
a" 
6'3" 
é ib 
6'3" 
6'3" 
65" 
66" 
61" 
60" 
ga" 
65" 
si" 
63" 
60" 
é' if 
66" 
é' 4" 
sit" 
6 5" 
62" 
si." 
61" 
6 1 
6a" 
sit" 
63" 
sit" 
sit" 
5/10" 
67" 
61" 
6a" 
64" 
62" 
6's" 
67" 
63" 
6' 5" 
62" 
63" 
63" 
6'3" 


185 
260 
330 
275 
300 
192 
265 
192 
280 


Hometown School 
Newport Beach, CA USC 
Houston, TX LSU 
Laie, HI Notre Dame 
Wichita, KS Tennessee 
Greenville, FL Florida State 
Bastrop, LA LSU 
Phoenix, AZ USC 
Houston, TX LSU 
Austin, TX Texas 
Gadsden, AL Alabama 
Monroeville, PA Ohio State 
Corona, CA Arizona State 
Lufkin, TX Oklahoma 
Memphis, TN Georgia 
Fayetteville, NC Florida 
Olney, MD Florida 
Oxnard, CA Notre Dame 
Mansfield, LA LSU 
Foley, AL Alabama 
Pensacola, FL Alabama 
Andalusia, AL Alabama 
West Helena, AR Arkansas 
Jenks, OK Oklahoma 
Wolfforth, TX Texas 


Jacksonville, NC North Carolina 


Sanford, FL Florida 
Detroit, Ml Michigan 
Columbus, GA USC 
Los Angeles, CA UCLA 
Ventura, CA USC 
Tampa, FL Georgia 
Greensboro, FL Florida 
Pinecrest, FL Ohio State 
Scottsdale, AZ Arizona State 
Beaumont, TX Texas A&M 
Atlanta, GA Georgia 
Leesville, LA LSU 
Scranton, PA Penn State 
Inglewood, CA Notre Dame 
Pflugerville, TX Texas 
Carson, CA UCLA 
Gastonia,NC ‘North Carolina 
Greenwood, SC LSU 
Richmond, VA Virginia 
Murray, UT USC 
Cleveland, OH Ohio State 
Tallahassee, FL Florida State 
Youngstown, OH Ohio State 
Chesapeake, VA _— West Virginia 
Glen Ellyn, IL Notre Dame 


Player 
51. Kevin Graf 
52. David Oku 
53. JeRon Stokes 
54. Lamar Miller 
55. Ray Ray Armstrong 
56. Logan Thomas 
57. Ryne Giddins 
58. Chris Whaley 
59. Cliff Harris 
. Craig Drummond 
. Nick Kasa 
. JT. Turner 
Tana Patrick 
Edwin Baker 
65. Devonte Holloman 
66. Sheldon Richardson 
67. Orson Charles 
68. Frankie Telfort 
69. Nick Alajajian 
. Patrick Patterson 
. Ronnell Lewis 
72. Kevin Newsome 
73. Melvin Fellows 
74. Tyrik Rollison 
75. Justin Chaisson 
76. T.J. McDonald 
77. Tajh Boyd 
. Michael Philipp 
. Greg Reid 
80. Dexter Pratt 
81. Kevin Brent 
82. Jamie Wood 
83. Rolando Jefferson 
84. Demario Jeffery 
85. Janzen Jackson 
86. Brandon McGee 
87. Xavier Sua Filo 
. Chris Burnette 
. Stephon Gilmore 
90. Nu'Keese Richardson 
. Bryce McNeal 
. Malliciah Goodman 
93. Eddie Lacy 
94. Donavan Tate 
95. Ronnie Wingo 
96. Corey Brown 
97. A.J.McCarron 
98. Washaun Ealey 
99. Tom Wort 
100. Demonte McAllister 


Pos Ht 


OL 
RB 
WR 
RB 
ATH 
TE 
DE 
RB 
cB 
DE 
DE 
DB 
LB 
RB 
DB 
DT 
ATH 
LB 
OL 
WR 
LB 
QB 
DE 
QB 
DE 
S$ 
QB 
OL 
cB 
ATH 
Ss 

Ss 
WR 
$ 
cB 
CB 
OL 
OL 
Ss 
WR 
WR 
DE 
RB 


DE 


6'6" 
5'10" 
61" 
sit" 
6'4" 
66" 
6a" 
6'3" 
sat" 
6s" 
67" 
62" 
63" 
S110" 
6'2" 
64" 
6'3" 
60" 
6a" 
63" 
63" 
63" 
65" 
62" 
65" 
62" 
61" 
63" 
59" 
62" 
ay 
62" 
6'2" 
6'4" 
60" 
ay 
6'5" 
6'2" 
6'2" 
S'10" 
62" 
64a" 
60" 
6'2" 
63" 
6'1" 
64" 
sit" 
61" 
63" 


315 
180 
178 
205 
215 
230 
235 
235 
168 
260 
250 
185 
235 
205 
210 
278 
225 
205 
280 
215 
220 
217 
235 
185 
265 
205 
210 
320 
175 
225 
196 
190 
190 
215 
174 
180 
285 
300 
181 
165 
175 
255 
210 
205 
220 
185 
190 
205 
210 
263 


Hometown School 
Agoura Hills, CA USC 
Midwest City, OK Tennessee 
Philadelphia, PA Michigan 
Miami, FL Miami 
Sanford, FL Miami 
lynchburg, VA Virginia Tech 
Seffner, FL South Florida 
Madisonville, TX Texas 
Fresno, CA Oregon 
Chicago, IL Ole Miss 
Thornton, CO Colorado 
Massillon, OH Michigan 
Bridgeport, AL Alabama 
Highland Park, MI ~—- Mich. State 
Rock Hill, SC South Carolina 
St. Louis, MO Missouri 
Tampa, FL Georgia 
Miami, FL USC 
Naples, FL Florida 
Macon, MS Ole Miss 
Dewar, OK Oklahoma 
Portsmouth, VA Penn State 


Garfield Heights, OH Ohio State 


Sulphur Springs, TX Auburn 
Las Vegas, NV Oklahoma 
Fresno, CA USC 
Hampton, VA Clemson 


San Bernardino, CA Oregon State 
Valdosta, GA Florida State 
Navasota, TX Oklahoma State 


Dallas, TX Oklahoma 
Pickerington, OH Ohio State 
Fresno, CA - 
Columbia,SC South Carolina 
Lake Charles, LA Tennessee 
Plantation, FL Miami 
Provo, UT UCLA 
LaGrange, GA Georgia 
Rock Hill, SC South Carolina 
Pahokee, FL Tennessee 
Minneapolis, MN Clemson 
Florence, SC Clemson 
Geismar, LA Alabama 


Catersville,GA North Carolina 


St. Louis, MO Arkansas 
Monroeville, PA Ohio State 
Mobile, AL Alabama 
Stillmore, GA Georgia 
New Braunfels, TX © Oklahoma 
Tampa, FL Florida State 


The Athlon Consensus 100 is a compilation of the rankings of six major recruiting services. We regard this as a fair 
representation of the top players in the country. For more detailed recruiting coverage, visit athlonsports.com/recruiting. 
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a 
KEEP YOUR PHILIPS NORELCO RAZOR 


AT THE TOP OF ITS GAME 


No professional football player would dull his performance by playing in worn-out cleats. Your razor is no different. 
All the parts that contribute to its effectiveness need to be kept in top condition — and replaced when they wear out. 


* Razor heads should be replaced every !2 months 
* Your razor should be kept clean by simply rinsing under warm running water 


Right now you can save $5.00 on Philips Norelco replacement heads with the attached 
coupon inside. To find the right replacement head for your razor you'll need the model number, which 

is on the back of your razor. Jot it down and bring it to the store with you, or use our convenient accessory 
finder at www.norelcomvp.com/accessories. 


PHILIPS 


Renew for better results 


"Renew for better results 
Philips Norelco RQIO Philips Norelco HQ9 Philips Norelco HS85 
Replacement heads fit Replacement heads fit Replacement heads fit NIVEA 
arcitec razors Speed-XL (8200 series) and FOR MEN shaving system 


SmartTouch-XL razors 


@ivORELCO 
; To learn more about Philips Norelco 
_, accessories and to purchase, visit 

~ "ee www.norelcomvp.com/accessories 
Comfortably close for mance 


Philips Norelco HQ8 
Replacement heads fit 7000 
series razors 


PHILIPS 


@ NORELCO 


Open from other 
side for savings 


| [ TEAM PHILIPS NOREL 
SHAVING’S MOST VALUABL 


wend 


SUPER AGILITY. 


_ Philips Norelco 
) arcitec: 


, Agility on any surface | 


Our most advanced razor 
shaves perfectly close, even 
on the neck. 


stats: 
Flex & Pivot Action 
Triple Track Shaving Heads 
Precision Cutting System 
Super Lift & Cut” Technology 
+ Precision Trimmer 
Rinses Clean in Seconds 
Cordless Shaving 
Charging Time: | hour full charge 
Quick Charge: 3 minutes for | shave 
Shaving Time: up to 21 days 


AMAZING SPEED— 


Philips Norelco 
Speed-XL (8200 seri 
Covers 50% more surface 


50% more shaving surface fo 
_ faster and closer shave. 


stats: 
Speed-XL Shaving Heads 

SmartTouch Contour Following System 
Precision Cutting System 

Super Lift & Cur” Technology 
Pop-Up Trimmer 

Rinses Clean in Seconds 

Cordless Shaving 

Charging Time: | hour full charge 
Quick Charge: 6 minutes for | shave 
Shaving Time: up to 17 days 


Play our football trivia game and find out if you're a re 
www.norelcomvp.com 


Plus other exciting prizes given away daily. Visit www.norelco 


No purchase necessary. Prize is awarded in the form of a $10,000 check that can be used toward the purchase of season tickets at the winner's discretion. To enter and for 
prohibited Legal US residents, 18 years or older. Enter between 5/11/09 — 6/21/09. To claim prize, winners will be instructed to follow online prompts. Sponsored by Philips Elec 


Street, Stamford, CT. 


Enter for a chance to 


ye Instantly Win $10,000 


for season tickets to your fav 


rite tearm! 


fp.com to enter 


jal Rules, go to www.norelcomvp.com. Void wi 
North America Corporation, 1600 Sum 


Manufacturer's Coupon 
Expires 09/30/2009 


Save 20 =& 


on any 
Philips Norelco 
arcitec razor 


co 
E PERFORM ERS 


DEFENSE—\ 


PHiies: 
o 


0075020-010531 


4 


Ri . Philips Norelco 
es): a) — | NIVEA FOR MEN: 


» 
ays i . ——s 
area ; a Great skin defense ——-_ 
ra a am Dispenses NIVEA FOR MEN — 
: - lotion for smooth, healthier =—==S=__ 
| looking skin. * 
ee eee ee ee 
me 


Save 4Q 


on any Philips Norelco 

Speed-XL (8200 series) 
razor or NIVEA FOR 
MEN shaving system 


stats: 


NIVEA FOR HEN 
Conditioner Dispensing System 


Flex Tracker System 
Glide Rings 


w 
m 
Super Lift & Cur’ Technology a 
) Shave in or out of the Shower éronco SS S 
Rinses Clean in Seconds S 
Cordless Shaving nN 
i o 
Charging Time: 8 hour full charge 2 2 
Shaving Time: up to 10 days Sa 
————t 
Se 
~~ SEED 
Ps Umm one coupon per purchase of product and sie indicated i 
»okie or a hall of famer at $< 
(Consumer | responsbie for ary safes tat 
RETALER: Phos Norco wil reimburse you the face vaue of he coupon ————— 
us 8¢ Nanding provded you and tte conaurer teve compe ve ce 


tensferred, assigned or sot Cast) value 1/100¢. Send Coupon to: Noreen, nm 
0. Box 880387, 8 Paso, 1X 6855640087, 


Manufacturer's Coupon 
Expires 09/30/2009 


on any 
Philips Norelco 
replacement 
head 


PHILIPS 


@ NORELCO 


World’s #1 Electric Razor 


0075020-010522 
rH 


6 


CONSUMER: Limit one coupon per purctase of product and sae indicated, 
Pay other use constaes fraud Void # copied’ sold e@ctenged or tarctered 
Consumer 6 responsitie for any sales tae 


RETAILER: Philips Noreico isl reimburse you the fae value of the coupon plus 
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75020°33074 
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ner Void where profited, teed of restacted. May net be 
Cast value 1/1006, Send Coupon to: Noreico, PO, Box 


aoped o set 
880387, 6 Paso, TX 88588-0387 
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L LSU The state of Louisiana was loaded with 
elite talent, and the LSU Tigers, riding high after 
capturing the 2007 BCS National Championship, 
capitalized on Signing Day 2009. Three of the top 
eight players in the AC100 signed with the Tigers, 
including quarterback Russell Shepard, the No. 1 
wide receiver in Rueben Randle and the No. 1 
safety in Craig Loston. This group also included 
the nation’s top defensive tackle class. 


2. USE The Men of Troy landed eight AC100 
prospects, more than any other school in the na- 
tion. This class includes the one of the top sec- 
ondary classes as well as the No. 1 overall prospect 
in the country — quarterback Matt Barkley. 


3. ALABAMA Nick Saban signed seven AC100 
prospects and boasts the nation’s top receiver class. 
The Tide once again dominated in-state by land- 
ing all five AC100 prospects from Alabama. This 
list included the nation’s top corner in Dre Kirk- 
patrick, one the nation’s elite offensive linemen in 
D,J. Fluker and pair of stud linebackers in Tana 
Patrick and Nico Johnson. 


4. OHIO STATE Jim Tressel signed one of the 
more balanced classes in the top 10 this season. 
Four of the Buckeye AC100 recruits will play de- 
fense, and the other three will be on offense. Tail- 
back Jaamal Berry could be an instant impact 
player now that Beanie Wells has departed. 


5. TEMAS The Horns went hard after the line of 
scrimmage in 2009 and landed 10 players who 
will play in the trenches, including the nation’s 
best offensive line class. Mack Brown then at- 
tacked other positions of need, including quarter- 
back, tight end and defensive back. Quarterback 
Garrett Gilbert will learn for one year under Colt 
McCoy and should then take over the reins in 
Austin in 2010. 


6. GEORGIA Losing Matt Stafford to the NFL 
created a massive void at quarterback, and Mark 
Richt filled it beautifully with owo top prospects. 
Aaron Murray is a gunslinger with the attitude to 
lead right away, while Zach Mettenberger is a more 
traditional passer who will stand tall in the pocket. 
Adding wideouts Marlon Brown and Orson 
Charles, and running back Washaun Ealey, will 
certainly make the new quarterback’s job easier. 


1. OKLAHOMA Defense was the name of the 
game for the Sooners, as all six AC100 prospects 
should play on that side of the ball. All three lev- 


els of the defense are equally represented; stud 
tackle Jamarkus McFarland and end Justin Chais- 
son build up the front, while Tom Wort and Ron- 
nell Lewis add speed to the linebackers. The 
versatile Kevin Brent and Gabe Lynn head the sec- 
ondary class. 


8. MICHIGAN The Maize and Blue had as good 
a Signing Day as any team in the nation, and it 
moved them into the Top 10, Rich Rodriguez 
dipped into Florida for eight prospects, including 
the versatile Denard Robinson and Jeremy Gal- 
lon. He went to Arizona for line help, California 
for quarterback ‘Tate Forcier and just down the 
street to Detroit for the top player in this class, the 
massive William Campbell. 


9. FLORIDA Although nora large class (16), the 
Gators landed plenty of talent. The Sunshine State 
supplied Percy Harvin's replacement in Andre De- 
bose, stud defensive tackle Gary Brown and of- 
fensive lineman Nick Alajajian. The top two 
players in this class, however, came from North 
Carolina (Xavier Nixon) and Maryland (Jelani 
Jenkins). Nixon is the nation’s top O-lineman, 
while Jenkins has as much upside as any prospect 
in the nation. 


10. FLORIDA STATE Bobby Bowden filled an 
area of need by signing nine projected skill posi- 
tion players. The name to watch is do-everything 
wide receiver Willie Downs. He will be a star no 
matter where he plays. Defensive tackle Jacobbi 
McDaniel could have the earliest impact, however. 
Corner Greg Reid has also proven to be a fierce 
competitor and could see the field early on. 


ILUCLA Stealing wo elite USC prospects (receiver 
Randall Carroll and tight end Morrell Presley) in the 
11th hour is good news for Bruin faithful. 


12. TENNESSEE Landing the nation’s No. 1 


16. SOUTH CAROLINA A tremendously talented 


secondary class leads the way for Steve Spurrier. 


17. PENN STATE Quarterback Kevin Newsome 
enrolled early and is No. 2 on the depth chart. 


18. STANFORD A deep class is headlined by 


quarterback of the future Josh Nunes. 


19. GLE MISS Wideoutr Patrick Patterson will 
haunt Mississippi State fans for years to come. 


20. MICHIGAN STATE Edwin Baker and Larry 
Caper are two talented runners who will fill in for 
Javon Ringer. 


21. CLEMSON Dual-threac quarterback Tajh 
Boyd looks like the quarterback of the future. 


22. WEST VIRGINIA Watch out for playmak- 


ing quarterback of the future Eugene Smith. 


23. VIRGINIA TECH Tight end Logan Thomas 


is as versatile as any player in the entire nation, 


24. SOUTH FLORIDA The nation’s top defen- 
sive end class is led by Ryne Giddins. 


25. ARKANSAS Corner Darius Winston gets 
the headlines, but running back Ronnie Wingo 
could be a superstar, 


26. ARIZONA STATE Linebacker Vontaze Bur- 
fict is one of the highest-rated players ever to sign 
with the Sun Devils. 


27. RUTGERS Burly passer Tom Savage has a 
chance to play very early for Greg Schiano. 


28. AUBURN Texas native Tyrik Rollison will 
make plenty of plays in the Loveliest Village. 


running back Bryce Brown could be the upset of 29. MISSISSIPPI STATE Chad Bumphis and 


the year. 


13. NORTH CAROLINA Defensive end Donte 
Moss is an elite player, while receiver Jheranie 


Boyd could play right away. 


14. NOTRE DAME ‘The nation’s top linebacker, 


Manti Te’o, could step in and start right away. 


15. MIAMI Anyone named Ray Ray — as in 
Ray Ray Armstrong — should be required by law 
to sign with Miami. He is a good one, too. 


‘Tyler Russell will provide a much-needed offen- 
sive spark. 


30. TEXAS AGM No question about the top 


player in this class — tailback Christine Michael. 


31. Illinois 38. Kansas 45. BYU 

32. Maryland 39. Wisconsin 4G. Arizona 

33. Nebraska 40, California 47, TCU 

34. ‘Texas Tech 41. Georgia Tech 48. Virginia 

35. Oregon 42, Minnesota 49, Colorado 
36. Oklahoma St. 43. Pittsburgh 50. Utah 

37. Missouri 44. Kentucky 
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QUARTERBACKS WIDE RECEIVERS 
Name Hometown AC100 School Name Hometown AC100 School 
1. Matt Barkley o om Newport Beach, CA 1 USC 1. Rueben Randle ie is Bastrop, LA 6 isu 
2. Russell Shepard 61" 180 Houston, TX 2 isu 2. Marlon Brown 65" 200 Memphis, TN 4 Georgia 
3. Garrett Gilbert 64" 207 Austin, TX 9 Texas 3. Andre Debose Si" 176 Sanford, FL %6 Florida 
4. Aaron Murray 61" 205 Tampa, FL 31 Georgia 4. Randall Carroll S111" 185 Los Angeles, CA Ys] UCLA 
5. Kevin Newsome 63" 217 Portsmouth, VA 2 Penn State 5. Shaquelle Evans 61" 203 _ Inglewood, CA 9 Notre Dame 
6. TyrikRollson 62" 185 Sulphur Springs, Tk m4 Auburn —-_‘Jheranie Boyd 62" 185 Gastonia, NC a North Carolina 
7. Tajh Boyd 61" 210 Hampton, VA 7 Clemson 7 Willie Downs 62" 192 Tallahassee, FL 4% Florida State 
@ Al: McCarron 64" 190 Mobile. AL 97 ‘Aloboma 8. Logan Heastie 63" 192 Chesapeake, VA 49 West Virginio 
i rae 9. JéRon Stokes 61" 178 Philadelphia, PA 3 Michigan 
eevee eee fe nS 10. RatrickPatterson 63" 215. Macon, MS 70 Ole Miss 
Tas 7 " 1. Rolando Jefferson 62" 190 Fresno, CA 83 - 
iL. Richord Brehout _ $2" _ 200. _Roncho Cucamonga, C4127 UCLA 1. NuKeese Richardson 510" 165 Pahokee, FL 90 Tennessee 
e Ps ee gee Ta a lec 13. Bryce McNeal 62" 175 Minneopolis, MN mT Clemson 
. : : s Ne 14. Kendall Kel 63" 185 Gadsden, AL 104 Alabama 
14. _ Eugene Smith 83° 190_ Miramar, F 139 WestVirginia 4g Pea tegless 64" 200 East St. Louis, IL 108 Wisconsin 
15. Drew Allen 66" 210 =~ San Antonio, TX 159 Oklahoma 16 Chris Fields 611" 185 Painesville, OH 116 Ohio State 
16. _ Morgan Newton 64° 220 Carmel, IN 163 Kentucky 17. _Terry Hawthorne 60" 170 EastSt. Louis, MO 15 llinois 
17. Jacob Karem 61" 197 Friendswood, Tk 171 Texas Tech 4g, Duron Carter 62" 190 Ft Lauderdale, FL 141 Ohio State 
18. Tate Forcier 61" 185 San Diego, CA 19 Michigan 19. Greg Timmons 63" 196 Aldine, TX 146 Texas 
19. Zoch Mettenberger 65" 229 Watkinsville, GA 204 Georgia 20. Jarrod Darden 65" 210 Keller, IX 149 Colorado 
20. Chris Garrett 64" 225 Tupelo, MS 222 (SU 21. Emory Blake 61" 194 Austin, TX 161 Auburn 
21, Josh Nunes 64" 205 Upland, CA 233 Stanford 22. Alshon Jeffery 63" 217 St. Matthews, SC 169 South Carolina 
2. Casey Pachall 65" 194 Brownwood, Tx 239 TCU =—-%3._—Rodney Smith 66" 208 Miami, FL 186 Florida State 
23, Tyler Russell 64" 200 Meridian, MS 252 Mississippi State 24. Jemari Roberts 6'3" 205 Long Beach, CA 200 Stanford 
24. Moses Alipate 6S" 230 Bloomington, MN 255 Minnesota 25. Aaron Burks 6'3" 180 Grand Prairie, TX 202 Boise State 
25. Jordan Reed 63" 225 New London, CT 26 Florida 2%. _ Justin Brown 63" 209 Wilmington, DE 220 Penn State 
27. Vondrae Tostenson 64" 235 + Omaha, NE 24 - 
RUNNING BACKS 28. Keenan Davis 63" 200 Cedar Rapids, 1A 21 lowa 
hore co A MM ea a 
1. Bryce Brown io Me Wichita, KS 4 Tennessee 4 
2. Cierre Wood 60" 192 Oxnard, CA Vv Notre Dame 
3. Trent Richardson 51" 220 Pensacola, FL » Alabama nk it TIGHT ENDS a Scliocl 
4. Jaamal Berry Sill" 195 Pinecrest, FL 33 tio sie 1. Morrell Presley 64" 215 Carson, CA i UCLA 
5. Christine Michael 5111" 202 Beaumont, TX 35 Texas 2 s Thos 86" 230 lynchburg, VA 56 Vega ech 
Se for sre, a ISU evn tall 68 28 LoNeso,cA 188 Stanford 
i Coos a A) | LER, = Tennessee 4. _Dion Sims 66" 245 Pittsfield Township,MI —«144———_Michigan State 
8. Lamar Miller S111” 205 Miami, FL 54 Miami 5. Arthur lynch 65" 240 Dartmouth, MA 198 Georgia 
9. Chris Whaley 63° 235 Madisonville, TX 58 Texas 6. Zach Ertz 66" 248 Danville, CA 208 Stanford 
10. Edwin Baker 5110" 205 Highland Park, MI 64 Michigan State 7. Joke Golic 64" 220 Avon, CT 13 Notre Dame 
ll. Eddie Lacy 60" 210 Geismar, LA %8 Alabama 8. Barrett Matthews 62" 215 Galena Park, TX 27 Texas 
12. _ Ronnie Wingo 63" 220 St.Louis, MO 9% Arkansas 9. Philip Lutzenkirchen —6'4" x Marietta, GA UR Auburn 
13. _Washaun Ealey S111" 205 Stillmore, GA %8 Georgia 10, -RaShedeHageman —6'" Minneapolis, MN UR Minnesota 
14. David Wilson S11" 195 Danville, VA 14 Virginia Tech 
15, Jarvis Giles Sil" 176 Tampa, FL 134 South Carolina OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
16. Kendrick Hardy 60° 200 = Monticello, MS 136 Southern Miss Name Hometown School 
17. Desmond Scott 5110" 185 Durham, NC 143 Duke 1. Xavier Nixon 6 = Fayetteville, NC S68 Florida 
18. Brandon Wegher S'11" 206 Dakota Dunes, IA 145 lowa 2. DJ. Fluker 65" 340 Foley, AL 19 Alaboma 
19. Tavon Austin 59" 170 Baltimore, MD 164 West Virginia 3. Mason Walters 66" 295 Wolfforth, TX 4 Texas 
20. Reggie Bullock 58" 165 Las Vegas, NV 166 = 4. Eric Shrive 67" 302 Scranton, PA B Penn State 
21. Larry Raper 5110" 170 Shelby, NC 173 - 5. Morgan Moses 67" ~~ 330 Richmond, VA 44 Virginia 
22. _ Lonnie Pryor 611" 195 Okeechobee, FL 17 Florida State 6. ‘John Martinez 63" 275 Murray, UT 4 __USC 
23. Jeremy Smith 511" 205 Tulsa, OK 185 Oklahoma State 7. Marcus Hall 6S" 300 Cleveland, OH 46 Ohio State 
24, Theo Riddick 5110" 185 Manville, N) 189 NotreDame 8 Chris Watt 63° 280 _ Glen Ellyn, tL 9 Notre Dame 
25. Larry Caper 5111" 215 Battle Creek, Mi 219 Michigan State 9. Kevin Graf 66" 31S _ Agoura Hills, CA 51 USC 
26. Waymon James 58" 203 Sherman, TX 29 Tcu 10. Nick Alojajian on 280 Naples, FL 69 Florida 
27. Chris Thompson 58" 183 Greenville, FL 230 Florida State ‘Michael Philipp 63° 320 San Bernardino, CA 78 Oregon State 
28. Hunter Furr 60" 205 Lewisville, NC 232 North Carolina FA Meer Subs Fo > Fe Prov 4 x — 
Es Rodney Sent ns % crs a a as eGo ae 66" 305” Odessa TK 101 Texas 
). Drayton Calhoun ton, ( ¢ ce m F 
31. Anthony Urbania 511" 205 Cleveland, OH 251 = es asta ee a Fe meno ” hs 
BOERNE | EME 75. Sane IG ot Clemson 17. David Barrent 68" 25 Clve,IA 128 Michigan State 
33._Mike Gilislee 60" 190 Deland, FL be Florida 18, Paden Kelly 67" 270 Austin, IX 182 Texas 
oh _ Mer Gaiiey Ee 24 Stanford 19. Chris Freeman 88" 350. Trotwood, OH 162 Missouri 
38. Dominique Wallace* = 60", -220_~—“Fredericksburg, VA 262 Virginia 0. Chris Foulk 66" 310 Slidell, LA 165 isu 
36. DeAntwan Williams 88" 195 Woodbridge, VA 266 Rutgers. >)Anthony Steen $3" 305 Lambert, MS 180 rare 
37. Bradley Battles 59" 179 Marianna, FL 269 South Florida >) Peter White 85" 340 Washington, DC. iM Maryland 
38. DJ. Adams 510" 210 Norcross, GA a Maryland 33, Quinton Washington 6'3" 315 St. Stephen, SC 206 Michigan 
39.__ Caleb Porzel 59" 185 Olney, MD 272 Maryland == 24. Stan Hasiak 66" 320 Kapolei, Hi 208 UCLA 
40, Carlos Hyde” 61" 230 Naples, FL 284 mee 25. Stavion Lowe 65" 294 Brownwood, IX 212 isu 
*- fullbac! 
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OFFENSIVE LINEMEN, cont'd 


Name Wt Hometown School 
Zach Martin 3 : 270 _ Indianapolis, IN mn Notre Dame 
Jared Wheeler 66" 305 Miami, FL 23 Miami 
Andrew Carter 64° 272 Tallahassee, FL 25 Illinois 
Brandon Webb 64" 290 Owasso, OK 226 Oklahoma State 
Jack Mewhort 67" 290 Toledo, OH 292 Ohio State 
Colby Berna 65" 285 ‘Fayetteville, AR 260 Arkansas 
JK. Jay 65" 285 Greenville, SC 263 Clemson 
Michael Schofield 66" 270 Orland Park, IL 265 Michigan 
Denzelle Good 66" 325 Gaffney, SC 278 NC State 
Corey Linsley 64" 275 Youngstown, OH 282 Ohio State 
DEFENSIVE ENDS 
Name Hometown AC100 School 
Devon Kennard ey oH Phoenix, AZ 7 USC 
Donte Moss 64" 235 Jacksonville, NC % North Carolina 
Alex Okafor 64" 240 Pflugerville, TX 40 Texos 
Sam Montgomery 65" 260 Greenwood, SC 43 LSU 
Ryne Giddins 64" 235 Seffner, FL 57 South Florida 
Craig Drummond 65" 260 Chicago, IL 60 Ole Miss 
Nick Kasa 67" 250 Thornton, CO 61 Colorado 
Melvin Fellows 65" 235 Garfield Heights, OH 2 Ohio State 
Justin Chaisson 65" 265 Las Vegas, NV 15 Oklahoma 
Malliciah Goodman = 6'4"_—s-255 ‘Florence, SC 7] Clemson 
Demonte McAllister 63" 263 Tampa, FL 100 Florida State 
Craig Roh 64" 230 Scottsdale, AZ 124 Michigan 
Anthony LaLota 66" 260 Princeton, NI 167 Michigan 
Keenan Graham 64" = 225 — Las Vegas, NV 178 UCLA 
Fletcher Cox 64" 240 Yazoo City, MS 179 Mississippi State 
Andre Civil 63" 240 Brooklyn, NY 193 Rutgers 
Montez Robinson 65° 235 Avon, IN a1 Georgia 
DeOnte Arnett 64" 250 Capitol Heights, MD 216 Maryland 
Michoel Brockers 66" 255 Houston, IX 242 (su 
Dyron Dye 65" 230 Sanford, FL a7 Miami 
DEFEREINE TACKLES 
Name Wt Hometown AC100 School 
Jacobbi McDaniel ow 267 _ Greenville, FL 5 Florida State 
Jamarkus McFarland = 6'3"——-285 Lufkin, TX 14 Oklahoma 
Chris Davenport 64" 318 Mansfield, LA 18 LSU 
William Campbell 6S" 317 Detroit, MI a7 Michigan 
Gary Brown 64" 275 Greensboro, FL 32 Florida 
Corey Adams 63" 292 Scottsdale, AZ 34 Arizona State 
John Simon 63" 265. Youngstown, OH 48 Ohio State 
Sheldon Richardson  6'4"—-275_— St. Louis, MO 66 Missouri 
Abry Jones 63" 273 Warner Robins, GA 102 Georgia 
Calvin Howell 64" 265 San Antonio, TX 113 Texas 
Joshua Downs 61" 275 Bastrop, LA 119 LSU 
Deandre Coleman 66" 309 Seattle, WA 122 Cal 
Tyler Stockton 61" 290 Linwood, NJ 140 Notre Dame 
Chris Bonds 64" 280 Columbia, SC 142 Alaboma 
Josh Boyd 63" 275 Philadelphia, PA 153 Mississippi State 
Antwan Lowery 64" 325) Miami, FL 170 Rutgers 
Vinson Bass 63" 285 Ellenwood, GA 201 Troy 
Lendall Buckner 63" 340 Chicago, IL 221 Illinois 
Dillon Quinn 66" 295 Pawling, NY 228 Boston College 
Darrington Sentimore 6'3" 280 ~— Norco, LA 241 Alabama 
LINEBACKERS 
Name Ht Wt Hometown AC100 School 
Manti Teo 62" 225 Laie, HI 3 Notre Dame 
Dorian Bell él" 220 + Monroeville, PA ilt Ohio State 
Vontaze Burfict 63" 245 Corona, CA lit Arizona State 
Jelani Jenkins 61" 200 Olney, MD 16 Florida 
Nico Johnson 63" 225 Andalusia, AL a Alaboma 
Jarvis Jones 62° 225 ~— Columbus, GA 28 USC 
Tana Patrick 63" 235 Bridgeport, AL 83 Alabama 
Frankie Telfort 60" 205 Miami, FL 68 USC 
Ronnell Lewis 63" 220 Dewar, OK 71 Oklahoma 
Tom Wort 61" 210 New Braunfels, TX 9 Okichoma 
Jon Bostic 61" 225 Wellington, FL 10 Florida 
Shayne Skov 62" 235 Pawling, NY 10 Stanford 
Eric Fields 61" 205 Warner Robins, GA 120 - 
Jordan Whiting 60" 235 Louisville, KY 121 Ohio State 
Marquis Simmons 62" = 225 ~~ Compton, CA 123 USC 
CJ. Mizell S11" 212 Tallahassee, FL 137 Florida State 
Kevin Minter 60" 237 Suwanee, GA 148 (SU 
Cody Ledford 5'11" 213 ‘Tallahassee, FL 150 Tulane 
Joel Kight 59" 220 Lithonia, GA 151 Ole Miss 
Chris Norman 62" 222 Detroit, MI 14 Michigan State 
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Name 

Jerod Askew 
Willie Ferrell 
Phillip Bailey 
Zeke Motta 
Darius Moffett 
Chris Metcalf 
Gerald Hodges 
Tarig Allen 
Barkevious Mingo 
Justin Dixon 
Dexter Moody 
Andre Lawrence 
LT. Filiaga 
Glenn Corson 
Dan Mason 
Lorvez Mars 
Chris Williams 
Torig Edwards 
Todd Golper 
Petey Smith 


Name 

Craig Loston 
Dre Kirkpartick 
Darius Winston 
Gabe Lynn 
Branden Smith 
Cliff Harris 

JT. Turner 
Devonte Holloman 
TJ. McDonald 
Greg Reid 

Kevin Brent 
Jamie Wood 
Demario Jeffery 
Janzen Jackson 
Brandon McGee 
Stephon Gilmore 
Marcus Davis 
CJ. Barnett 
Jawanza Starling 
Darrell Givens 
Darren Myles 
Justin Green 
Marton Pollard 
Jojuon Harley 
Prince Kent 
Michael Carter 
Alvin Hines 

Alex Mascarenas 
Gerald Demps 
Steve Williams 
Byron Best 

Chris Payne 
Kenny Vaccaro 
Isaiah Bell 
Travis Hawkins 
Rod Woodson 
Tevin McCaskill 
Ricardo Dixon 
Jayron Hosley 
DJ. Hunter 


Name 

Patrick Hall 

Ray Ray Armstrong 
Orson Charles 
Dexter Pratt 
Donavan Tate 
Corey Brown 
Byron Moore 
Montrell Connor 
Chad Bumphis 
Damien Thigpen 
Jamal Reid 
Jeremy Gallon 
Darius Jones 
Darrell Mason 
Denard Robinson 


LINEBACKERS, contd 


Hometown 
on ms Chesapeake, VA = 
60" 220 Tallahassee, FL 100 
60" 220 Port Orange, FL 168 
62" 207 Vero Beach, FL 174 
63" 225 Chicago, IL 17% 
62" 185 Compton, CA 182 
63" 220 Paulsboro, NI 183 
62" 235 Irving, TX 189 
65" 209 + West Monroe, LA 196 
60" 225 Smithfield, NC 207 
62" 205 ‘Twin City, GA 25 
61" 195 Hartford, CT % 
S110" 230 Provo, UT 237 
62" 220 Manahawkin, N) 246 
60" = 225 Penn Hills, PA 256 
S111" 210 Apopka, FL 261 
60" 230 Abilene, TX 267 
63" 212 Cheraw, SC 270 
60" 225 Arcadia, CA 275 
S11" 245 Tampa, FL 279 
DEFENSIVE BACKS 
Hometown AC100 
eo be Houston, TX 8 
63" 185 Gadsden, AL 10 
60" 180 West Helena, AR 2 
61" 180 Jenks, OK 2 
Sil" 171 Atlanta, GA % 
S11" 168 Fresno, CA 9 
62" 185 Massillon, OH 62 
62" 210 RockHill, SC 6&5 
62" 205 Fresno, CA 76 
59" 175 Valdosta, GA 79 
S11" 196 Dallas, TX 81 
62" 190 _ Pickerington, OH 82 
64" 215 Columbia, SC & 
60" 174 Lake Charles, LA 85 
5'11" 180 Plantation, FL 8 
6'2" 181 Rock Hill, SC 88 
61" 185 League City, TX 105 
60" 180 Dayton, OH 106 
61" 190 Tallahassee, FL ual 
60" 170 Fort Washington, MD 112 
61" 190 Atlanta, GA 131 
S111" 178 Louisville, KY 133 
60" 170 San Bernardino, CA 135 
62" 190 Tallahassee, FL 158 
6'3" 195 Norcross, GA 7] 
S'11"_ 154 Pompano Beach, FL 75 
60" 190 Pelham, AL 188 
60" 175 Mission Viejo, CA 19 
5110" 190 Valdosta, GA 12 
5110" 160 Dallas, TX 19% 
59° 185 ~— Greenwood, SC 205 
5110" 173 Columbia, SC 210 
61" 195 Brownwood, TX 25 
62° — 205 Youngstown, OH 218 
510" 185 Gaithersburg, MD 244 
S'11" 200 Olive Branch, MS 248 
62" 185 Miami, FL 264 
S'11" 168 Hallondale, FL 268 
S11" 180 Delray Beach, FL 273 
60" 190 Middletown, OH 286 
,ATHLETES 
Ht Hometown AC100 
61" = Oxnard, CA 90 
64" 215 Sanford, FL 55 
63" 230 Tampa, FL 67 
62" 225 Navasota, TX 80 
62" 205 Cartersville, GA 94 
61" 185 Monroeville, PA % 
61" 205 = Carson, CA 116 
62" 215 Monroe, LA 126 
5110" 193 Tupelo, MS 129 
59" 170 Manassas, VA 147 
61" 175 Mayo, FL 157 
58" 165 Apopka, FL 194 
60" 185 ~— Marshall, TX 197 
60" 210 + Youngstown, OH 209 
60" 180 Deerfield, FL 27 
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Tennessee 
Ole Miss 


Notre Dame 
Eastern Michigan 


isu 

North Carolina 
Georgia 
Boston College 
Utch 

Penn State 
Pittsburgh 

FIU 

Nebraska 
Virginia Tech 
UCLA 
Alabama 


School 

LSU 

Alabama 
Arkansas 
Oklahoma 
Georgia 
Oregon 
Michigan 
South Carolina 
USC 

Florida State 
Oklahoma 
Ohio State 
South Carolina 
Tennessee 
Miami 

South Carolina 
Texas 

Ohio State 
USC 

Penn State 
Tennessee 
Illinois 

UCLA 

Florida State 
Miami 
Minnesota 


UCLA 

Florida State 
Cal 

Toledo 

South Carolina 
Texas 
Michigan 
Maryland 
Alabama 


South Florida 
Virginia Tech 


School 

USC 

Miami 

Georgia 
Oklahoma State 
North Carolina 
Ohio State 

USC 

Mississippi State 
Mississippi State 
UCLA 

Miami 

Michigan 
Baylor 


Michigan 
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ACC RANKINGS BIG EAST RANKINGS 


Player Pos Ht Wt Hometown School ACC TEAM Player Pos Ht Wt Hometown School 
1. _Jacobbi McDaniel DT 60" 267 Greenville, FL Florida Stote 1. Logan Heastie WR 63" 192 Chesapeake, VA West Virginia 
“2. Donte Moss DE 64° 235 Jacksonville, NC NorthCarofina RANKINGS 3 tyne ciddins DE 64" 235 Seffner, FL South Florida 
3.__Jheranie Boyd WR 62" 185 Gostonio,NC____—sNorthCarolina_-—=_1. Florida State 3._ Tom Savage QB 65" 225 Springfield, PA Rutgers 
4. Mogan Moses OL 67" 330 Richmond, VA Virginia 2.North Carolina 4. Eugene Smith OB 63" 190 Miramar, FL West Virginia 
_5._ Willie Downs WR 62" 192 Tallahassee, FL Florida State 3. Miami 5. Tavon Austin RB S'9"_ 170 _ Baltimore, MD West Virginia 
6. Lomar Milller RB S'11" 205 Miami, FL Miami 4. Clemson 6. Antwan Lowery DI 64" 325 Miami, FL ~__ Rutgers 
_7.__ Ray Ray Armstrong ATH 6'4" 215 Sanford, FL Miami 5. Virginia Tech 7. Andre Civil DE 63" 240 Brooklyn,NY Rutgers 
8. Logan Thomas TE _ 66" 230 Lynchburg, VA_ VirginiaTech =, Maryland _8. Dan Mason memes) ik 60" 225 Penn Hills, PA. Pittsburgh 
9. Tajh Boyd QB 61" 210 Hampton, VA Clemson 7, Georgia Tech 9. DeAntwan Williams RB 56" 195 Woodbridge, VA ___ Rutgers 
10. Greg Reid CB 59" 175 Valdosta, GA Florida State 8 Virginia 10. Ricardo Dixon DB Sill" 168 Hallondale, Fl —_—‘South Florida 
il. Brandon McGee ATH S411" 180 Ft.Louderdole, FL Miami 9. Duke 11. Bradley Battles RB 59%" 179 Marionna,Fl South Florida 
12. Bryce McNeal WR 62 175 _ Minneapolis, MN Clemson 49) NC State 12. Deon long” WR 60" 175 Washington, DC West Virginia 
13. _MalliciahGoodman _ DE __6'4"_-255 _Florence, SC Clemson 44, Wake Forest 13. Victor Marc RB S'11" 208 Hallandale Beach, FL__ South Flo 
14. __Donavan Tate ATH 62" 205 Cartersville, GA North Caroling 45 aacton Coll 14. Stedman Bailey WR S'11" 186 Miramar, FL West Virginia 
15. Demonte McAllister DE 63" 263 Tampa, FL Florida State ge 15. Todd Thomas WR 62" 205 Beaver Falls, PA Pittsburgh 
16. _ David Wilson RB Sil" 195 Danville, VA Virginia Tech 16. Adaris Bellamy RB 510" 214 Dunedin, Fl —S=———South Florida 
17. Bryn Renner QB 63" 195 West Springfield, VA__North Carolina _ 17. Chris Snook RB 63" 220 Medino,OH —S=_—West Virginia 
18. CJ. Mizell (8 62" 212 Tallahassee, FL Florida State 18. Jamil Merrell DE 644" 220 Newark, DE Rutgers 
19. Desmond Scott RB 540" 185 Durham, NC Duke 19. Logan Ryan DB 60" 185 Voorhees, NI Rutgers 
20. Jamal Reid ATH 61" 175 Mayo, FL Miami 20. Jock Lippert DE 64" 250 Harrisburg, PA wid 
21.__Jojuan Harley DB 62" 190 Tallahassee, FL Florida State 21. IsaacHolmes ——=DT_~—«6 3" 290 Hoboken, Ni 
22. Prince Kent DB 62" +195 Norcross, GA Miami 22. Dominik Davenport DT 6'1"" 265 ~—Hampton, VA 
%. lonniePryor ~—=—~RB--«<S'1"—“-:195 Okeechobee, FL Florida State 23. RaymondGraham RBS" +185 Elizabeth, NJ Pittsburgh 
24. Olivier Vernon DE 62" 247 Miami, FL Miami 24. Aaron Hayward RB 60" 195  Carneys Point, NI Rutgers 
2%. Peter White OL 65" 340 Washington, DC Maryland 25. Demi Thompson DE 61" 245 Longwood, FL South Florida 
26. Rodney Smith WR 66" 208 Miami, FL Florida State 26. Daquan Hargrett RB S10" 190 Mom, West Virginia 
27. Gerald Demps DB 5110" 190 Valdosto, GA _ Florida State _ 27. Mohamed Sanu ‘DB 63" 215 South Brunswick, NI Rutgers _ 
28. _ Justin Dixon 1B 61" 225 Smithfield, NC North Carolina 28. Brock DeCicco TE 6S" 235 _ Jefferson Hills, PA Pittsburgh 
29. DeOnte Arnett DE 64" 250 Capitol Heights, MD Maryland = BIG EAST 29. Chris Williams DB 60" 190 Cincinnati, OH Cincinnati 
30. Jared Wheeler OL 66" 305 Miami, FL Momi TEAM 30. Isaac Holmes Di 63" 290 Hoboken, NI Rutgers 
31. Dillon Quinn DT 66" 295 Pawling, NY Boston College RAINKINGS  31._ lyrone Ezell DE 64" 270 Munhall,PA SS éPittsburgh 
32. Chris Thompson RB 58° 173 Greenville, FL Florida State 1. West Virginia 32. Cole Bowers Ol 66" 280 Ona, WV West Virginia 
33. Hunter Furr RB 60" 205 Lewisville, NC North Carolina 2. South Florida 33. Dwayne Difton WR 5'11" 175 Ft.louderdale, FL Connecticut 
34. Andre Lawrence (Be 61" 195 Hartford, CT Boston College 3 Rut 34. Shane Gordon 1B 61" 225 Weston, FL ~_ Pittsburgh 
35. Brennan Williams OL 67" 265 WestRoxbury, MA NorthCarolina »" “W.9ers 35. _DeDe Lattimore 1B 61" 225 Athens, GA South Florida 
%. Travis Howkins DB S10" 185 Goithersburg, MD Maryland 4 Pittsburgh 36. Jason Douglas RB ST” 170 Weston, fl Pittsburgh 
37. Jared McAdoo DT 63" 295 Chapel Hill, NC North Caroling —_>- Cincinnati 37. PatrickMiller = DB 60" 170 Hoover, AL West Virginia 
38. RoderickMcDowell RBS" 175 Sumter, SC Clemson Connecticut 38. SamBarrington 1B 63" 220 lacksonwille, FL South Florida 
39._ Dominique Wallace RB 60" 220 Fredericksburg, VA Virginia 7 Louisville 3. lukeSoger —=S=DE «64 240 Niceville, FL —~South Florida 
40. TK Joy OL 65" 285 Greenville, SC Clemson 8. Syracuse 40. Jacquez Jenkins DB 62" 1775 St.Petersburg, FL South Florida 


Player Pos Ht Wt Hometown School Player Pos Ht Wt Hometown School 
1. Garrett Gilbert QB 64" 207 Austin, TX __ Texas 21. _Jarrod Darden WR 64" 210 Keller, Tx Colorado 
2. Jamorkus McFarland DT 63". 285 —_ Lufkin, TX Oklahoma 22. Paden Kelley OL 67" 270 Austin, TX Texas 
3.__ Gabe lynn CB 611" 180 Tulsa, OK _ Oklahoma 23. DrewAllen = QB_—6'6"_ 210 San Antonio, TX Oklahoma 
“4. Mason Walters OL 66" 295 —Wolfforth, TX Texas 24. Chris Freeman OL 68" 350 Trotwood,OH Missouri 
5. Christine Michael RB S'li” 202 Beaumont, IX Texas A&M 25.__lacob Karem QB 61" 200 _ Friendswood, 1X TexasTech BIG 12 
6. Alex Okafor DE 64" 240 Pflugerville, TX Texas 2%. JeremySmith RB. S'11” 205 Tulsa, OK _ Oklohome State TEAM 
7.__ Chris Whaley RB 63" 235 Madisonville, TX Texas 27. Tarig Allen (B 62" 235 Irving, IX __Tecs RANKINGS 
8._ Nick Kasa DE 67° 250 Thornton, CO Colorado 28. Darius Jones ATH 60" 185 Marshall 1X Boylor 4 Texas 
9. Sheldon Richardson DT_—_—6'4"_—-275 St. Louis, MO Missouri 29. Kenny Vaccarro DB 61" 195 Brownwood, IX __Texas ry Oklahoma 
10. Ronnell Lewis 1B 63" 220 Dewor,OK __ Oklahoma 30,_Barrett Matthews TE 62" 215 Golena Pork, 1X Tens aT na 
11. Justin Chaisson DE 6S" 265 Las Vegas, NV Oklahoma 31. Brandon Webb OL 64" 290 Owasso, OK Oklahoma State - 
12. Dexter Pratt ATH 62" 205 Novasota,1X OklahomaState © 32. _Chris Williams [B 60" 230 Abilene, TX Nebraska Nebraska 
13. Kevin Brent § 541" 195 Dallas, 1X Oklahoma 33. Blaine Dalton Q8 61" 190 Blue Springs, MO Missouri Texas Tech 
14, Tom Wort ‘1B 61" 210 New Braunfels, TX Oklahoma 34. _Rhontae Scales OL 68" 297 Killeen, Tk Texas A&M 9. Okla. State 
15. Garrett Porter OL 66" 305 Odessa, 1X __Texas 35. MarcusTrice DB sS'" 175 Mesquite, TX ~Oklchoma = 7. Missouri 
16. Marcus Davis DB 61" 185 League City, TX Texas 36. _ Jason Ankrah DE 64° 250 Gaithersburg, MD __—Nebraska 8. Kansas 
17. Thomos Ashcraft OLS" 315 Cedar Hill, 1X Texas 37.__ Eric Stephens RB 5'8* 180 Mansfield, 1X TexasTech 9. Colorado 
18. Calvin Howell DI 64" 265 San Antonio, TX Texas © 38.‘ JockHorris, == sOL_=S«66" 270 Porker,CO ~ Colorado 10. Baylor 
19. Cody Green QB 64" 220 Dayton, TX Nebraska 39. Eryon Barnett DB 62 180 Euless, TX “Texas 11. lowa State 
20. Greg Timmons WR 63" 196 Houston, TX Texas 40. BrodleyMcDougald WR 62° 195 Dublin, OH Kansos 12. Kansas State 
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Player Pos Ht Wt Hometown School BIG TEN Player Pos Ht Wt Hometown School 
1. Dorian Bell |B 61" 220 Monroeville, PA Ohio State 1, Russell Shepard QB él" 180 Houston, IX isu 
z ‘Or 65" 317 Detroit MI——=—=SSS~«CMichigon’ «= TXAM “2. Bryce Brown RB 60" 215 Wichita, KS Tennessee 
RB Sili" 195 Pinecrest, Fl_ RANKINGS 3. fuebenRondle WR 6° 195 Bostrop,LA_ isu 
~ OL __ 67" 302 Scranton, PA 1. Ohio State 4. Craig Loston 5 193 Houston, 1X isu 
°$._ Marcus Holl OL 65" 300 Cleveland, OH ~ 2. Michigan “S._ Dre Kirkpatrick “CB 63" 195 Gadsden, AL Alabama_ 
6 John Simon __DT__ 63" 265 Youngstown,OH Ohio’ State 3. Penn State 6. Marlon Brown WR 65" 200 Memphis, TN Georgia 
“7.__léRon Stokes _ ‘WR 61" 178 Philadelphia, PA “Michigan sg, Michigan State  _?._ Xavier Nixon OL 66" 285 Fayetteville NC ——S—_—‘Florida 
BOTT DB 62" 185 Massillon, OH _ Michigan 5. Illinois _8._Jelani Jenkins (B 61" 200 Wheaton, MD Florida 
“9. Edwin Boker ‘RB 510" 205 Highland Park, MI_—-MichiganState Wisconsin 9. Chris Davenport ——sDT.—«a* eld, LA __1su 
10, Kevin Newsome QB 3" 212 Portsmouth, VA PennState 7. Minnesota 10.__DJ. Fluker “OL 65" 340 Foley, AL Alabama 
Tl Melvinfellows ——sDE~—«6'5"— 285 Garfield Heights, OH Ohio State 8\lowa il. Trent Richardson RB S11" 220 Pensacola, Fl Alabama 
12 Jamie Wood _ $62" 190 Pickerington, OH Ohio State 9. Purdue 12.__Nico Johnson 1B 63" 225 Andalusia,AL Alabama 
13. Corey Brown ATH 611" 185 Monroeville, PA Ohio State _ 10.In ape 13. Darius Winston CB 60" 180 WestHelena, AR Arkansas _ 
14. CJ.Barnett iB 61" 180 Dayton,OH Ohio Stote_ WN ihwedt 14. Andre Debose “WR Sill" 176 Sanford, FL Florida 
15. Kraig Appleton WR 64" 200 EastSt.Louis,MO ‘Wisconsin -Norsnwestern 75. Aaron Murray _—«QB 611" 205 ‘Tampa, FL Georgia 
16. Darrell Givens DB 60" 170 Fort Washington, MD _Penn State 16. Gary Brown ‘Dr 64" 275 Quincy, FL Florida _ 
. Chri WR 61" 185 Painesville, OH Ohio State _ 17. Branden Smith CB Sill" 171 Atlanta, GA _ Georgia 
18. Jordan Whiting LB" 235 Louisville, KY Ohio State 18. Michael Ford RB 5'10" 206 A _1su_ 
19. CraigRoh “DE 64" 230 Scottsdale, AZ __ Michigan 19. SamMontgomery DES" |, SC tSU 
20. Terry Hawthorne «WR 610" 170 East St. Louis, MO _lllinois 20. David Oku RB S'i0* 185 Midwest City, OK Tennessee _ 
or: [ OL 68" 295 Clive, IA Michigan State 2. CraigDrummond DE as 260° — 
22. justin Green DB 5'10" 178 Louisville, KY 2. ‘TonaPatrick LB 
2%. DuronCorter WR 62" 190 Ftlouderdale,Fl Ohio Stal 23. Devonte Holloman —_DE ~ South: Caroling” 
24. Dion Sims 65" 245 Orchard lake, MI Michigan State _ 24. Orson Charles ATH 6 Georgia _ 
25. Brandon Wegher 511" 206 Dakota Dunes, IA 25. _ Nick Alajajian OL Cs Florida 
26. ChrisNorman LB 6'2" 222 Detroit, MI _ SEC TEAM ~%. Patrick Patterson WR 63" 215 Macon, Ole Miss 
27. Anthonylalota ——sDE_—«6'6" 280 Princeton, NI Michigan =: RANKINGS = 27._lyrikRollison QB —___ Auburn 
28. Michael Carter DB Sil" 154 Pompano Beach, Fl _‘Minnesota LISU 28. Demariolefery = S_—4" 215 ~—C South Carolina 
29. GeraldHodges SLB 63" 220 ‘Paulsboro, NI 2 Asbaind 29.__ Janzen Jackson CB 60" Tennessee 
30. Jeremy Gallon ATH 58" 165 Apopko,Fl . : 30. Chris Burnette “OL 62" 300 Georgia 
31, ToteForcier QB él" 185 San Diego, CA 3. Georgia 31. StephonGilmore S62" 181 RockHill, SC ‘South Carolina 
32. Quinton Washington OL 63° 315 St.Stephen, SC 4, Florida es Richardson WR 510" 165 Pahokee, Fl Tennessee _ 
DB 62" 205 Youngstown, OH gan Tennessee = 33. Eddie Lacy RB 60" 210 Geismar, 1A 
34. Lorry Caper RB Sill" 215 Battle Creek MI Michigan State © 6.South Carolina 34, Ronnie Wingo RB 63" 220 St. 
35. Justin Brown WR 63" 209 Wilmington, DE Penn State -—- 7. Ole Miss 38. AJ. McCarron QB 64" 190 Mobile, / AL Alabama 
36. Lendell Buckner ——sDT_—s'3" 340 «Chicago =n 8. Arkansas 36. Washaunfaley RB ——«S'11" 205 _Stillmore, GA Georgia 
OL 6S" 272 Tallahassee, FL_ ilinois 9. Auburn 37.__Abry Jones DI 63"_275 Warner Robins, GA “Georgia 
8. “Denard Robinson ATH 60" 180 Deerfield Beach, FL _Michig 10. Miss, State 38. __ Austin Long Ol 6s" 268 _Memphis, TN Georgia 
39. Keenan Davis WR 63" 200 Cedar Rapids, IA —_lowa 11. Kentucky 39. Kendall kelly ——sWR_ 63" 215 Gadsden, Al ____ Alabama 
40. Glenn Carson 1B 62". 220 Manahawkin, NI Penn State 12. Vanderbilt 40. Jon Bostic 1B 62" 225 Wellington, FL Florida 
= PAC-10 RANKINGS 
Player Pos Ht Wt Hometown School Player Pos Ht Wt Hometown School 
1. Matt Barkley QB 6'4"_ 220 Newport Beach, CA USC 21. Richard Brehaut QB 6'2"_ 206 ~RanchoCucamonga,CA UCLA 
2. Devon Kennard DE 63" 255 Phoenix, AZ USC 22. Marlon Pollard DB 60" 170 San Bernardino, CA _ UCLA 
3. Vontoze Burfict ‘1B 62" 245 Corona, CA Arizona State 23. levineToilolo —SsTE ~—«SB" 248 La Mesa, CA Stanford 
4, Jarvis Jones “1B 63" 225 Columbus, GA USC 24. Damien Thigpen ATH 5‘ 170 Moanassas,VA CUCL 
5, Randall Carroll _WR__Si1" 185 los Angeles, CA UCIA 2%. KeenanGraham —~DE_—=«6'4"_—:225 ‘Las Vegas, NV_ UCLA 
“6. Patrick Hall ATH 61" 185 Oxnard, CA USC 26. Chris Metcalf 1B 62" 190 Compton, CA =~ NSE, 
7. Corey Adams DT 63" 292 Scottsdale, AZ Arizona State 27, ‘Alex Mascorenas DB 60" 175 Mission Viejo, CA UCLA PAG-10 
“8. Morrell Presley TE 6'4"_ 215 Carson, CA UCLA 28. Steve Williams 1 Dollas, Gl ‘TEAM 
g2 John Mortinez OL 63" 275 Murray, UT USC 29. Jemari Roberts WR } longBeach,CA Stanford RANHINGS 
10. k OL 66" 315 Agoura Hills, CA USC 90. Zach Ertz 66" 248 Danwille, CA Stanford 
il. CB Sill" 168 Fresno,CA -—~—~=S*=C«regon «Ss. Stanley Hasiok OL 6%" 320 Kapolei, Hi ——ueta  LUSC 
12, Frankie Telfort 1B 60" 205 Miami, Fl USC 32. Josh Nunes QB 64" 205” Upland, CA Stanford 2 UCLA 
13. TJ. McDonald S 63° 205 Fresno, CA = URE 33. Jamal-Rashad Patterson WR 63" 202 McDonough,GA ‘Stanford 3. Stanford 
i p Ol 63" 320 San Bernardino, CA Oregon State 4. Tyler Gafiney RB 60" 210 San Diego, CA Stanford 4. Arizona State 
15. Xavier Sua-Filo OL 65" 285 Provo, UT UCLA 35. Diante Jackson wR 62" 200 Walnut Creek, CA ‘Oregon 5. Oregon 
16. Shayne Skov “1B 63" 235 Pawling, NY Stanford 3%. Todd Golper (iB 61" 225 Arcadia, CA UCLA 6. Cal 
17. JawanzaStarling DB 61" 19 Tollohassee,FL = s§ Ss 37. Charles Siddoway —OL_—<6'7" 325 Eugene, OR _ Cal 7. Arizona 
18. AIH 611" 205 Carson, CA —__USC 38. Adam Hall _ ATH 64" 195 Tucson,AZ —S——SSsArizona’ ~—«8. Oregon State 
19. DeandreColeman DT _~—6'6" 309 Seattle, WA __ Gl 39. James Boyd ATH 65" 230 _ Los Angeles, CA USC 9. Wash. State 
20. Marquis Simmons ‘1B él" 225 Compton, CA USC 40. Allen Bridgeford QB 63" 210 Mission Viejo, CA Cal 10. Washington 
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C-USA 
TEAM 
RANKINGS 
1. Southern Miss 
2. Houston 
3. Tulsa 
4. UCF 


6. Tulane 
7. UAB 
8. East Carolina 
9. Memphis 
10. Rice 
11. Marshall 
12. UTEP 


MAC TEAM 

RANKINGS 
1. Central Mich. L 
2. Western Mich. 7) 
3. Miami 
4, Ball State S.. 
5. Bowling Green 4. 
6. Kent State 5. 
7. Northern Illinois 6 
8. Akron re 
9. Buffalo 8. 

10. Temple 9. 


11, Ohio io 


12. Toledo 
13. Eastern Mich. 


MWC TEAM 
RANKINGS 


1. 
1, BYU 2. 
2.1CU rig 
3. Utah 4 


4, UNLV 1 5. Craig Bills 


5. New Mexico 
6. Wyoming 


8. San Diego State 
9. Air Force 


SUN BELT 
TEAM 


RANKINGS 
1. Troy 

2. FIU 

3. FAU 

4. Middle Tenn. 

5. Arkansas State 
6. UL Monroe 

7, West. Kentucky 
8. North Texas 


9. UL Lafayette 
” 10. 


WAC TEAM 
RANKINGS 
1. Boise State 

2. Fresno State 

3. Hawaii 


4. Louisiana Tech — 


5. San Jose State 


5 
6. Utah State 6. 
7. Idaho I. 


8. Nevada 8 
9. New Mexico St. Rs 
0. 


70 


1 
2 
3 
4. 
5. SMU 5. 
6 
7. 
8. 
9 


_ 
oS 


5. 

4. 

7. Colorado State x 
9. 


__Vinson Bass 


\* Slime ioipi-e 


CRUE 


BCRUILREN ONFERENCE 


Player 
_ Kendrick Hardy 
Cody Ledford 


. _Shavodrick Beaver 


AJ. Dugat 

Josh Robinson 
_Michael Dobson 

Brock Sanders 

Gerald West 

Quon Fletcher _ 

Jonathan Davis 


Player 

Darius Moffett 
Byron Best 
_leron Eaddy : 
Jeff Fantuzzi 
Jon lechner _ 
Jacob Green 
_Trovis Freeman 
Patrick Nicely 

Jeff Wittingham 
Dylan Farrington 


Ht Wt Hometown 
60" 200 Monticello, MS 
S'11" 213 Tallahassee, FL 
63" 190 Wichita Falls, TX 
60" 188 Dayton, TX 
5'10° 184 Lauderhill, FL 
60" 185 Mount Airy, NC 
63” 225 Duluth, CA 


"S11" 175 Mobile, AL 


61" 245 Miami, FL 
59" 205 Tucker, GA 


School 
Southern Miss 
Tulane 

Tulsa 

Houston 

UCF 

East Carolina 
Tulane 
Southern Miss 
Marshall 

UCF 


Ht Wt Hometown 
63" 225 Chicago, IL 
5'10° 180 _ Greenwood, SC 
5'10" 190 Clarksville, MD 
64" 280 Macomb, MI 
66" 300 Omaha, NE 
6'3" 238 Cincinnati, OH 


~ 60" 212 Cleveland, OH 


64" 20 Willoughby, OH 
62" 300 Atlantic City, NJ 
65" 230 Adrian, MI 


School 

Eastern Michigon 
Toledo 

Central Michigan 
Central Michigan 
Ohio 

Ball State 

Ball State 

Akron 

Temple 

Bowling Green 


Player 
Waymon James 
LI. Filiaga 
Casey Pachall 
Jordan Barrett 


Latu Heimuli 


Richard Wilson 


. KyleVon Noy 
. Terry Alletto 


Jurell Thompson 


Hy 


\B 


Ht Hometown 
S's" oa Sherman, TX 
60" 230 Provo, UT 
65" 194 Brownwood, TX 
63" 225 Oak Park, CA 
62" 202 Provo, UT 


63" 296 Salt Lake City, UT 


63" 222 _ Spanish Fork, UT 


64" 209 Reno, NV 


64" 280 Parker, CO 
5'11" 200 Wichita Falls, TX 


School 
TCU 
Utah 
TCU 
UNLV 
BYU 
Utah 
BYU 
BYU 
BYU 
TCU 


SUN —_ hworpeaagalaias 


Player 

_lorvez Mars 
Phillip Butterfield 

_ Anthony Williams _ 
EdHoazelett 

_ Dontavious Pyron 
Greg Pratt 
Kenneth Dillard 
9. Richard Drake 
Corey Henry 


Player 


_Aaron Burks 


Derek Carr 
John Michael Davis 
Travis Brown 


Joe Southwick 
Chad Lopati 
Malcolm Johnson 


Rufus Porter 


._Tyrone Duplessis 


Billy Ray Stutzmann 


Ht Hometown School 
63" es Ellenwood, GA Troy 
5'11" 210 Apopka, FL FIU 
6'2" 200 Hot Springs, AR Arkansas State 
6'2" 205 Tampa, FL Troy 
_ 68" 270 Indianapolis, IN Western Kentucky 
6'1" 270 _ Tampa, FL Troy 
58" 165 __ Naples, FL Troy 
Miami, FL FIU 
Stone Mountain, GA MISU 
63" 230 Miami, FL FAU 
“ae KINGS 
Ht. Hometown School 
63" = _Grand Prairie, TX Boise State 
63" 200 Bakersfield, CA Fresno State 
60" 225 Santa Margarita,CA _Boise State 
6'2" 235 Fresno, CA Fresno State 
62" 185 Danville, CA Boise State 
6'2" 250 Kapolei, HI Hawaii 
S'11" 190 Gresham, OR Boise State 
61" 215 _Destrehan, lA Louisiana Tech 
5'8"_ 185 New Orleans, LA Louisiana Tech 
61" 160 Honolulu, HI Hawaii 
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Henderson: Josh Holmberg/Icon SMI; Jones: Chris Williams/Icon SMI 
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TOP 20 QUARTERBACKS TOP 10 TIGHT ENDS TOP 20 LINEBACKERS 
Player Hometown Hometown _—— Player Ht = Wt Hometown 
Bloke Be aot 215 Wichita, KS Christian Barczykowski or 72) Alden, NY Gideon Ajabe 62" 200 Coconut Grove, FL 
Joe Boisture 66 200 Saline, MI Blake Barker 66" 230 Cambridge, MA Aaron Benson 62" 205 “Cedar Hill, IX 
Robert Bolden 64" 205 ——Orchardlake,MI_ —C_). Fiedorowicz 67" 240 Johnsburg, IL - isti = h 

3 bit, sonnsburg, Gerald Christian 63" 220 West Palm Beach, FL 

Barry Brunetti 60" 210 Memphis, IN Xavier Grimble 66" 245 las Vegas, NV a 

i 66" Las Vegas, NV Vj. Fehoko 60" 225 Honolulu, Hl 
Terrance Broadway 61" 200 Baton Rouge, LA Bronson Kaufusi 66" 295 Provo, UT ; 

. 6" —--—PTOvO.UT_ Nick Forbes 60" 215 Frederick, MD 

Teyeien oak ere ex Smith Gs 2) _Gacinnali, OW hei Forth 6220 Stamford, CT 
AJ. Derby 64" 215 lowa City,A_ Randall Telfer 64" 220 Rancho Cucamonga, A “ 
Devin Ge a it 5 x Jordan Hicks 62" 210 West Chester, OH 
Devin Gardner 64" 1% Detroit, MI_ Christian Thomas 63" 235 Palmdale, CA 
Jeffrey Gather — sii" 170 __Miomi, FL Brian Vogler 67" 24) Columbus,Ga ‘Mike Hul Se 
Joke Heaps __ 82" 195 __Sammamish, WA Curtis White 65" 240. Eugene, OR Tevin Jackson al 
Austin Hinder — a ‘180 Steamboat Springs, CO : ; Tony Jefferson 60" 195 Chula Vista, CA 
PoulJones «2-210 McKee Rocks, PA Christian Jones 64" 220 Winter Park, FL 
Zachlee 64" 195 McKinney, TX TOP 20 OFFENSIVE LINEMEN Shaun Lewis 61" 200 Missouri City, TX 
Munchie Legaux 64" Sb TS New Orleans, [A Player ‘ rep ATE 61" 230 Port St Lucie, FL 
Nick Montana ‘62° 180 Westlake Village, CA Brent Be nett A fecorme an Mace 64" 215 Memphis, IN 
Jameill Showers 6e 1 15 Killeen, 1X Seth Betancourt _6'6"_290__—Philadelphia, PA <>" 0 ra ; 

i Robert Cris 67295 ChapelHil, NC Chris Martin 62% _Ooklond, CA 
Phillip Sims 6r" 210 Chesapeake, VA : Sp Mis De Chris McCoil 66" 215 Greensboro, NC 
Peterthomas.—~SCOS™ 200 Cajon, CA —Nick Demien 66" 295 ‘Wentzville, MO TS ACLOM : is at 
Connor Wood 64” 210 Houston, 1X  DominicEspinosa _—-63"_—285 Cedar Pork,TX Corey Nelson 60" 210 Dallas, TX 
Scotty Young 63" 185 Denton,1X  SeantrelHenderson 68" 300 St.Paul, MN —- Hayes Pullard 61" 215 Los Angeles, CA 
- ~ Trey Hopkins 64" 265 Galena Park, TX Zac Stout 62" 220 Westlake Village, CA 

TOP 20 RUNNING BACKS Jomes Hurst 65° 280 Indianapolis, IN Jamel Turner 63" 215 Youngstown, OH_ 
Player Wt Hometown —_ Bronson Irwin 64" 320 Mustang, OK 
Dillon Baxter an 190 San Diego,CA _Jawaun James 66" 290 Suwanee, GA Hasags 20 DEFENSIVE BACKS 
Mack Brown Si" 185 lithonia,GA Matt James 68" 280 —_—_Cincinnati, OH Ht Wt Hometown 
Corey Brown 60" 170 Springfield, PA Erik Kohler 65" 265 Westlake Village, CA ie Anderson S41" 185 Lakewood, OH 
Brennan Clay 510" 190 San Diego,CA Christianlombard 65" (280 Palatine, IL A 5110" 180 Douglasville, GA 
Eduardo Clements Sf" 185 Miami FL jake Matthews 63° 275 Wissouri iy, WO ORANGES aie sos 
Michael Dyer 58" 200 little Rock, AR Andrew Norwell 67 265 Cincinnati, OH : am = : 

Roy Finch cig Se eee at Jonathan Dowling 63" 180 Bradenton, FL 
‘oy Finc 58" 170 Niceville, FL_ Damien Robinson 67" 330 Olive Branch, MS" = Tay 
- 40 185 ika, AL : ve Josh Furman 62" 190 _— Millersville, MD 
Corey Grant St Opelika, Andrew Rodriguez 66" 300 Aurora, NE " hi 
Jakhari Gore 510" 170 Miami, FL James Stone 65" 300 Nashville, IN Jordan Haden 60 ; 200 _ Ft. Washington, MD 
Jordan James 510" 190 Corona, a Chris Word 64" 265 Wentzville, MQ. -—-VictorHampton _3110"_170 Charlotte, NC 
Malcolm Jones 60" 210 Westlake Village, CA Evan Washington 65" 285 DeSoto, 1x Bryant Jackson 63" 175 _ Sulphur Springs, TX 
Marcus Lattimore S11" 210 Duncan, SC Lamarcus Joyner 58" 170 _‘Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
jneikcones 4s tongen TOP 10 DEFENSIVE TACKLES = lst ova ing T 
DJ. Morgan Sil" 175 Woodland ills, CA Player Wt Hometown _ Dior Mathis 58" 165 Detroit, MI 
Joseph Randle 60" _180 Wichita, KS Colvin Barnett oe 790 Tulsa, OK DemarcusMilliner 60" 180 Millbrook, AL 
Silas Redd 510" 190 Stamford, CT Taylor Bible 3" 280 Denton, 1X _Terrence Mitchell 510" 165 Tampa, FL_ 
lache Seastrunk S11" 190 Temple, TX 4 ot Alex Ocl aH 919 
Roderick Smith 63" 715 Fort Wayne,IN- ToddChandler_60" 310 _Miami, FL_ Alex Ooletree oe ean: 
haste Wii San ivovaMi Ashton Dorsey 63" 25 Tyler, 1X Sean Parker 60" 185 Harbor City, CA 
Tanicga ——Fqye jocton TX _ sharif Floyd 63" 2% Philadelphia, PA Eric Reid 63" 175 Geismar, LA 
Dontae Williams 511i" 200 Houston, TX = SCT TN : : 
DaQuan Jones 64" 285 Johnson City, NY _Nickell Robey 58" 165 Frostproof, FL 
TOP 20 WIDE RECEIVERS Cassius Marsh 63" 295 Westlake Village, CA MarvinRobinson él" 190 Eagle Lake, FL 
Player Hometown __ Sione Potoae 63° 285 __Lakewood, WA_—_jarrick Williams 62" 205 Prichard, AL 
Markeith Ambles a is McDonough, GA ie Gis é i im ee ot Adrian White 5110” 170 —DeSoto, IX 
Martavis Bryant 63" 175 __— Anderson, SC ery White mer RODINS, 
Mike Davis 61" 185 Dallas, TX” TOP 15 ATHLETES 
Chris Dunkley S110" 165 Royal Palm Beach, FL. Be 15 DEFENSIVE ENDS Plisver it We sehen 
Michaelee Harris 0" 170 Miami, FL Ht Wt Hometown —Xeengn Allen 6'2" 180 Greensboro, NC 
Chris Jones 60" 170 Daingerfield, TX” fed Allen 66" 250 West Monroe,LA_ a hsMarco Cobbs “BT 900 Tulsa, OK 
Tai-ler Jones do" 170 Gainesville, GA Kaleb Eulls 64" 245 Yazoo City, MS_ gi : 
= —_ Wr ——— — Anthony Barr 6 230 Torrance, CA 
Dyjuan Lewis 62" 190 Indianapolis, IN _J.R. Ferguson 64" 260 Frederick, MD Matt El 60" 205 West Palm Beach, FL 
Marcus Lucos 64" 175 Liberty, MO William Gholston 67" 240 Detroit, Ml MA ha a ts 1 
ivan McCartney 63" —*180 Miramar, FL Alfy Hill 64 250 Shollotte,NC_ = Arduls Towers 5 _ Goodyear, 
TedMeline ——62”—-170_ Miomi,FL_ Jackson Jefcoat____65" 230 ni. See ee Sane 
Ricardo Miller _ 62" 210 Orlando, FL Gabe King 65" 245 Greensboro,NC_ DeAndreHopkins _61"_170 Central, SC 
Shakim Phillips 62" 19 Wayne, NI Corey Lemonier 64" 25 Hileah, FL Justin McCoy_ 63" 200. Shawnee, KS _ 
kyle Prater 65" 19  ——_—sdHlilside, L_—» Zack McCray 64" 235 lynchburg, VA ‘Ronald Powell _ 64" 240 Moreno Valley, CA_ 
TrovonReed ss" 175 Thibodaux, LA Owamagbe Odighizuwa 63" 235 Portland, OR —_ Dietrich Riley 61" 190 la Canada, CA_ 
Danish 205 South Bend, IN Craig Sanders 64" 230 Ariton, AL_ _DaRick Rogers 62" 200 Calhoun, GA 
Kenny Stills 62" 175 Carslbad,CA Garrison Smith 64" 250 __Atlanta,GA_ Ronnie Vinson S11" 185 New Orleans, LA 
Darius White 64" 205 Fort Worth, TX Jacques Smith 63" 225 Ooltewah,IN- Spencer Ware 511" 220 Cincinnati, OH 
DeAndrew White 60" 170 Galena Pork, TX Brandon Wills 64" 250 Duncan,SC_—_Jaylen Watkins 61" 175 Cape Coral, FL 
Robert Woods _ 61" 180 Gardena,CA Reggie Wilson 64" 240 ‘Haltom City, TX Cecil Whiteside 63" 205 Newport Beach, CA 
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Maman, Troy (Ri UCLA 

Aden, Marcas (R) Raders/USC/Cnts 
Barker, Td (R) Giants Steiner 

Beban, Gary (S) Heisman Logo (UCLA) 
Bedinarik, Chuck (R) Eagles TB w/HOF 
Bailing, Joe (R) Navy w'60 Hels TSP 
Berry, Raymond (R/C) Colts SB T8 HOF 
Biletnikot, Fred (R) Raiders wHOF or FSUS 
Bianda, George (A) RardersiOilers wiHOF $ 
Blount, Mel (Ry Steelers HOF or Rocky Bieier’$ 
Booker, Lorenzo of Travis Minor (R} FSU $ 
Bowden, Bobby (S) FSUWest Vieginiz 

Bowe, Dwayne (R) LSU 

Bradshaw, Terry (R) Steelers B. Holo 

Brees, Ocew (R) Saints/Purdee 8 Hold 

Brown, Jim (R) Cleveland TB W/HOF JSA $ 199 
Brown, Tim (A) NOVHais Raiders $ 99 
Brown, Willie (R) Raiders wHOF $ 59 
Bulger, Marc (R) Rams Bulger Holo $ 59 
Bush, Reggie (R) Saints or USC BH $ 139 
Buthias, Dack (R) Bears wHOFIL TBALM $ 149 
Campbell, Earl (A) Oilers/TexastieisHOF $ 
Campbell, Jason (R) Auburn wi/inse, $ 
Cannon, Billy {R) Raiders/LSU/'S9 Heisman$ 
Carter, Cris (FR) Vikings $89 or (S) Vikings $ 
Cassady, Hopatong (R) OSU wi'55 of HelsmanS 
Caambers, Chris (R} Wisconsin $ 
Christensen, Food (R) Raiders winsc BYUS 
Clark, Dwight (R) SF or Clemson $69 or (S)$ 
Clayton, Michael (R) LSU or Tampa Bay Bocs $ 
Crouch, Eric (R) Nebraska/2001 Heisman $ 
Crow, Jotin Dawid (R) TXASMIS7 Hes. $ 
Crowder, Chane or Reppe Nelson (A) Gators$ 49 
Csonka, Larry (R) Oolghies TR WHOF — $ 129 
Cunningham, R or R Jaworski (R) Fags TBS 69 
Culler, Jay (R) Denver $69 or (S) Venctartut § 149 
Davis, Gleon (R) Heisman Logo (Deo) «= $119 
Davis, Witie (R} Packers 2-Bar TRHOF $ 59 
Daweon, Len (R) PurdawKCHOFISE MVP $ 7: 
Dayne, Rom (R) Wisconsin’99 Heisman $ 79 
Dickerson, Enc (R) Rams TESTS wHOF $ 89 
Ditka Mike of hike Singletary (A) Bears $ 109 
Dorsett, Tomy (R) Hels/U. Pitt $109 wHees$ 119 
Edwards, Braylon (A) Chevetand 

Eller, Cari (R) Vitings w/HOF $49 or (5) 

Elevay, John {F) Denver Elvay Holo 

Evans, Lee (R) Bilis Wise. 

Fargas, Justin (R) USC/Raiders 

Fanlk, Kevin (R) LSU 

Faulk, Marshall (R) Rams $179 wiGhaings $ 129 
Favre, Brest (R) Packors/So, Miss BEM § 259 
Foreman, Chuck (A) Camesikings av ROYS 
Fouls, Oan (R) (5.0.) TBAS.L $ 
Gatiney, Jabar (R) Gators $49 or J Kearse § 
Galloway, Joey (R) Bucs or Ohio State = -$ 
Gamble, Chris (R} Ohio SL/Panthers § 
Gates, Antonio (Fl) Chargers Gates Hola $ 
Gators (A) SpurtaniMeyer Dual Sig winse § 149 
George, Endie (A) Ohio State/Heis/Tlans $ 109 
Gholston, Vernon (A) Ohio SuJets 49 
Girm, Jr., Ted (R) Of St 73 
Gradishar, Randy (R) Ohio St or Denver 49 
Graham, Eatnest (A) Tampa Bay Bors 69 
Gramt, Ryan (R) Packers or Notre Dame 73 
Greane, Joe (R) Steelers wWHOF GTSM 

Gregg, Forrest (A) Packers TB HOF JSA 

Griese, Bod (R) Purdue/Mia HOF/17-0 

Gritfin, Archie (R) Ohio State o Heisonary 
Grogan, Steve (R) Patriots TB 

Grossman, Flex (A) Bears or Gators SS. 

Halay, Charles (R) Oallas GTSM 

Hall, DeAngelo (R) VA Tech 

Ham, Jack (R) Penn Si/Steelers/H0% 

Harper, Alvin (Rt) Vots/Dal wiS8 Champs 

Harris, Franco (R) Steelers/Penn St S,S. 

Harris, Toennile (A) OU wiLombard 

Hawk, Au. (R) OSU/Packers 

Hestee: Jacob (Rt) LSU $59 or wiO7 Champs $ 62 
Holmes, Santonio (R) Ohio State $79 
Hornung, Paul (R) GB/Heis/NDYHOF togo $ 69 
Howard, Desmond (R) Packers w/SBMVP $ 75 
Hybl, Nate or Jost Heupel (R} Oklahoma § 49 
dackson, Bo (R) Raid‘Aut/Hes, TSP 
dacobs, Brandon (R) NY Giants 

Jarrett, Dwayne (A) USC or Panthers 
Jenkins, Michael (R) Ohio St/Falcons: 
Johnson, Dertick (A) U. TexasChlets 
Jotinson, Larry (R} Pena St 

Joiner; Charlie (R) SO/Bengals TB HOF 
Jones, Oeacon (A) Rams yw! HOF 

Sones, Jatigs (R) Dallas $25 or Notre Dame 
Jones, Thomas (S) U. Virginia 

Jurgensen, Sonny (A) Skins w/HOWDube 
Kazmater, Dick (5) Heisman Logo 

Kelly, Jim (R) U. Mia/Bils $125 wi HOF 
Kelly, Leroy (R} Cleveland wiHOF 

Kilenes, Billy (R) Sidns/UCLA 

Kosar, Bernie (R) Clowland/Canes 
Krause, Paul (A) Viking TB ei HOF 
Lambert, Jack (R} Steelers wi #0F 
Largent, Stewe (R) Seahawe TS wHOF 
Laltnee, Joteny (A) Notre DameS3 Heis 
Caurinaitis, James (R) Ohio St 

Lavelli, Dante (R) Browns w/HDF (Dec) 
Leak, Chris (A) Fla wi06 Champs 

Lefors, Stetan (A) Louisville 

Leinart, Matt (R) USC or AZ 

Lavy, Mary (R) Bits wHOF 

Lilly, Bob (R) Dallas 2-Bar wiHOF SA 
Uttle, Larry ar J Langer (R) Dolphins vertHOF 
Lofton, James (A) GB/Bille/Stantord/HOF 
Long, Howie (R) Raiders wHOF JSA 

Lott, Rone (R) San Fran or Raiders 


BSRSRSSSSSSSESSsssssss 


OTBALLS 


Aikman, Toy OFC $293 or LT Ed HOF MM $ 329 
Alan, Marews OFC walltOF $ 199 
Bettis, Jerome OFC Duke Sus Holo — $ 279 
Béetnikoft, Fred OFC HOF or SB MVP $ 149 
Rowden, Bobby FSU logo S12ZQ/NCAA OFC $ 199 
Bradshaw, Terry OFC $299 Duke TB = $ 329 
Brown, Jim OFC Duke FB WHOF or SY $ 269 
Butkus, Dick OFC OK! Duke wHOF MM. S$ 279 
Cutler, Jay OFC Dube or Reggie Bush OFC $ 279 
Dawson, Len OFC wHOF or SBMVP = -$ 159 
Oorsett, Tony OFC wHOF TSP $ 229 
Elway, Joh OFC LT, Ed. HOF MM. $399 
Faulk, Marsha’ OFC Duke Faulk Holo «= § 199 
Favre, Brett OFC $ 390 


RETAIL * WHOLESALE * CORP. PREMIUMS CHARITY AUCTIONS * MAIL ORDER « ATHLETE APPEARANCES, PROMOTIONS, ETC. . 


Manning, Eli (R) Giante\Ot Miss Sueiner $ 
Manning, Peyion {R) Colls/Vols/SBXLI  -$ 269 
Marchetti, Gino (R) Colts wiHOF $ 49 
McAlister, Deuoe (R) Saints $490le MissS 59 
MeFadden, Darren (R) Arkansas/Ralders. $ 129 
McGahee, Watts (R) Bilis $21/U, Mam! $ 79 
MicGinest, Witke (A) $59 or K. Johnsan USCS 79 
McMichael, Randy or Q. Carter (R)UGA $ 49 
Mchabo, Donovan (A) Eagles Steines = $179 
Meyer, Urban (S) Gators w'05 Champs $$ 109 
Mier, Heaths (S) U. Virginia or (R) Stealers $ 89 
Mitchell, Bobby (A) Skins TB HOF $ 9 
Montana, Joe (A) SFN.D. M. Holo $219 
Moon, Warren (R) Oilers HOF Moon Holo $ 99 
Moore, Lenny (R) Baitienore Colts S$ 59 
Mograll, Earl (R) Cols TE w/68.MVPIMIAS 69 
Marrs, Joe (R} NY Glants (Reg $59} 3 
69 


$ 

$ 
Moss,  Sinarit (A) CanasiGi $ 
M $ 
Music City Miracle (R) Ttans/Dyson wilesc$ 69 
Navatee, John $49 or D. Hensea (A) Mich $59 
Nebraska Hesman (R) 3 Sigs $9 
Nebrasha RB's (R) Roner/Rodgers A Green$ 109 
Noll, Chak (R) Steelers HOF JSA 
Notre Dame Greats (R} 6-Sigs GAl 
Novacek, Jay (A) Datas 
Nugent, Mike or C. Krenzel (R) Ohio St 
OWahoma Heisman (R) 3 Sigs GTSM 
Orton, Kyle (R) Bears $25 or Purdue 
Otto, Jim {R} Miami Canes/Raiders HOF $ 
Owens, Steve (A) OU/'G9 Helsman/Lons $ 55 
Parseghian’ Thesmann (A) NO Dwal Sig $ 129 
Parrish, Roscoe (A) Miami CanesiBlls = § 49 
Perkins, Don or Rayfield Wright (R) Daas $ 49 
Perty, Chis (R) Michigan $49 or Bengals $ 39 
Peterson, Adrian (R) VikingsOklameere = § 179 
Piunkett, Jim (A) Raiders/Stantord/Heis. $ 79 
Portis, Clinton (R) Miami w01 Champs $109 
Purple People Eaters (R) Vikings $ 169 
Quinn, Brady (7) Cleve/Notre Dame $169 
Read, André (Rj Bills TB $ 49 
Renfro, Mel (R) HOF Dallas GTSM $49 
Reynolds, Burt (R) (Reg $199) Flonds StateS 119 
Rite, Jerry (R} SF/Ralders Rice Holo $155 
Rivers, Philip (R) WG. StateChargers $119 
Robertson, Owayne of Tim Cowen (S}/KY $ 3 
Rodgers, Johnny (R) Nebr 72 Heisman $ 
Rogers, George (R) South Carolina’ 80 Heis $ 
Rolle, Antrel (R) U, Mimi FL $ 
Royal, Darrell or Priest Holmes (A) Texas $ 
Roziet, Mike (A) Neb'82 Heisman TSP. $ 
Ryan, Matt (R) Faicons/Boston College + § 159 
Rypien. Mark (R) Redskins WSB MVP 6S 69 
Salaam, Rashaan (R} Cov’ Heisman GAIS. 59 
Salistury, Sean (R) USCVikings ESPN’ $ 49 
Sanders, Barry (A) DetrevOSWHels SSH $ 199 
Sanders, Deion (R} FSLUDalas $99 or winse $ 109 
Sayers, Gals (R) Bears/Kan 79 or wiNSC $ 89 
Schaub, Matt (R) U. Virginia 
Salmon. Lee Roy (A) O/Bucs HOF 
Sharpe, Shannon (R) Denver 
Shockley, D.J. (A) Georgia 
Simms, Phi (R) Giants TB 1 
Sims, Billy (R) OU/78 Hetsman/Uors 
Sarith, Steve (R) USC wiinse or NY Giants$ 59 
Smith, Ttoy (S) Ohio State $89 or WHT 05 $ 109 
Spurrier, Steve (R) FLAHeis/S, Carolina $ 109 
Spurrier & Wuerlfel (Rj Gators wINSC $139 
‘Statler, Ken (R) Rald/Ala $89 or WINSC $ 99 
Stallings, Gene (A) Als w"S2 Champs SS $ 99 
Starr, Gart (R) GB/Ala. HOF TSP. $249 
Steel Curtain (A) Steelers 4 sig USA $279 
Stemerutl, Jan (R) Chiets TB wiHOF $ 49 
Stephenson, Owight (R) Dolphins wHOF § 59 
Suhwy, Matt (A) Bears or Penn Stale = $45 
Sullivan, Pat (A) Auburn’7! Heisman = $65 
Tarkenton, Fran (R) Vikings TB/Georgia «$149 
Taylor, Charley (R) (Skins) 2-Bar HOF = $55 
Taylor, Fred (A) Gators $69 or Jaguars (S)$ 49 
Taylor, Lawrence (R) (UNG/NYG) WHOF $169 
Testaverde, Vinny (R} Miami w'86 Hes $ 69 
Thetsmann, Jor (R) Skins/ND $99 winso,$ 109 
Thomas, Thurman (A) Bits WMVP or HOFS 99 
Thomas, Teurman (R} OK St $89 or wilnse $ 99 
Tulle, YA. (A) CSUNY TE HOF $59 or (S)$ 69 
Tomlinson, L. (R) Chargers/TCU LT Hol $ 229 
Torretta, Gino (R) U of Miami’S2 Heismans 
Wirs, Jonathan (R) Jets $19/Canes $ 
Walket, Herschel (R) UGA wiS2/Heis, JSAS. 
Ward, Charhe (R) Florida State 
Warrkk, Peter (R) FSU wi'S8 Champs 
Wells, Chris (R} Ohio State 
White, Charles (S) ‘79 Heisman/USC 
White, Jason (R) Oktahoma/Heisman 03 
Wiliams, Carnel (R) Bucs of Aubum 
Wétarns, DeAngelo (A) Memptis’Panthers 
Witams, D.J. (R) Derwer!Canes 
Wittams, Doug (R) Redskins wS8 MVP 
Wittams, Ricky (R) Texas/Hels, togo MM 
Wittams, Roy (R) Odahoma TSP. 
Wits, Patrick (R) Ole Miss, 
Winsiove Kellen Sr. (R) Chargers wiHOF 
Witten, dasem (A) U. TennvDiallas GBH 
Weodson, Andre (S) U, Kentucky 
Woodson, Charles (Fl) Michigan wi'97 Hels 
Woodson, Rod (R) Purdud/Ravens 
‘Wuertfell, Danwry (H) FLVHeis wiNSC 
Young, Bryant (R) SF T.B. GTSM 
Young, Sueve (R} SF S45 WHOF-MVP = § 159 

Hams TA wHOF $59 


Favre, B & Bart Starr Dual Sig OFC TSP $ 549. 
Griese, Bob OFC wWHOF $199 or OFG-B $ 149 
Ham, Jack or Mel Blount wiHOF OFC Steiner $ 169 
Harris, Franco OFC Duke Steiner $ 199 
Holtz, Low OFC ND $199 or '8SLIEd.SS § 229 
Hornung, Paul OFC Duke or Notre Dame $ 179 
Jacobs, Brandon OFC Duke Steiner $219 
Joinson, Larry $149 of Tim Brown OFC § 199 
Kelly, Jim OFC of Oan Fouts OFC wHOF $§ 219 
Kosar, Bemis OFC MM $189 or Browns Logo $ 129 
Laroznt. Steve OFC wHOF or Mark Brunel $ 149 
Leak, Chris Gators Logo w/'06 Champs $ 109 
Leftwaiteh, Byron or Brad Johnson OFC . he 
Manrang, Eli OFG S.S. 


FB 8x10 & 16x20 


Sxi0 16x20 
$39 $129 
$3. $79 


Adnan, Trey Viren Aik Holo 
Ates, Marcus (Raiders USC) 
Andetsnn. (J. GlantsiSt. Lave Cards: 
Baker, Terry Oregon ST yw 62 Hels 
Barbet, Tie NY a 


Chuck Eagles v5 
Belling, Joe Nai 
Bets, Ladell Sk 
Bit as Wid SB MP 
BRura, Gecege Randers or Oters wHOF 
Blount, We at] whOF GTSM 
Bowe, Duayne LSU 
Hoveden, oe) {te ics State) 
Bradshaw, Terty Steelers JSA 
Brees, Orew Sants/Padee'SD 
Brown, Resie Giants wHOF (Deceasedi$25 
Brown, Tims Raiders ASL 
Brown, Wilke Raiders GTSM 
pra] Bids Electric Co (5 Sigs) 
pe Marc Rars/Buger Holo 

ick, Keith (Teans/Syreause 
ish Michael U. Louisvile GTSM 
Bush, Reggie USC/Saiets B. Hola 
Bush & Brees seh ed Sq 
Bothus, Dick Bae 


Campbell, Ear! On ‘lle Hets 
Campbell. Jason Aubu'n/Redsting 
Cassady, Hopalong OSU Hels, 
Chartes, Jamaal of Linas ‘Sveet m 
Clark, Dwaght San Fran CSA 
Claysen, Michael (LSUBues) 
Colston, Marques Saiats 11x14 $35 
Crouch, Enic Reb, $17 or w/e, 
Crowder, Craneing Getors/Delphens 
Crow, ohn Omid] (IXASM) Hels: 
Cutler, Jay Derrees $39 or Vanderbie 
Dalz, Carroll ce Bod Long Packets 
Oawson, Len Cteets $25 or HOF 
Delhomme, Jake Panthers 
Datmer, Ty BYU (Heesman) Tristar 
Dverdeeph, Oan ST Lows Cardinals HOF 
Donovan, Art Baltimore Colts wHOF 
Dooley, Vince U. Georges Steiner 
Doesetl, Tony Pitt Panthers 
Detton, Jahn or Presten Pearson Dat 
Eowards. Braylon Cleveland 
Bler, Carl or P Ke WHF 
Evens. Loe Bills Tesi or Reson 
am , Justin USCRaders 

Ik. Mdayshell Rams/Sen Diego St. 
fan Brett Packers Favre Hoo 
Ferguson, Joe Bulfaio Bids 
Flacco, Jog Ravens IC Holo 
Fleming, Mary Packers or Dolphins 
Flutie, Doug PateChargersBals 
Flutie, Doug 8,0. Miracle in, ie 
Foote, Lanry Steelers Wic 
Gatiiey, Jaboar ve Altgne Nel an Gaters 
Gamble, Chis or A Winfield Ohio St 
a. Antonio (Changes) Gates Holo 

Geoipe. Eddie Onio SU/Tians 
Ghoiston, V or Mike Nupent Ohio St 
Gltord, Frank Grants wHOF 
Gina, Ted Jt Otto St oF Doptins 
Gonzales, Anthory Otvo St 
Gramshae, Randy or C Morton Denver 
Griese, Bob (Miami) KF 
Raders GISM 


rd fits Saf Fran 
Hal, DeAngelo ot Darryl Tepp VA Tech 
Ham, Jack Sweelérs 
Hatper, Atvin (VolsDallas e'S8Champs) 
Harris, Franco Steelers Steiner 
Harris, Tone (OU w'Lorntardi 
Hawk AJ. (Oto State/Pathers) 
Harme, Chad $29 or J flavzere Mich 
Henay, Tras. Bera wat} Chasm 
Hester, Jacob o¢ Early Dowcet Lt 
Holtz, Lou Notre Dame Steiner 
Holmes ric Oho En 


208 


Saaby, Jo oF ot Dan een Shes po} 
dareeti, Dwayne USC GTSM 
Jaworski, Ron Eas 
85, Michael Ohio StuFakons 
Jehnison, Brad Florida $1 $25 or Wik 
Johnson, Derrick U. Texas/Chiets 
Johnson, Jobe Henry Steelers TnStar 
Johnson, Larry Cael Siner 
Sohersen, Pepper $10 Brad Vin Pelt AVG 
ener, hake (Chargers) HOF 
Jones, Deacon (Rams’S D,) HOF 
£6 Too Tai’ Dallas 
rev, Mawtloe (Jags/UCLA) 
of Tommy Rramer Vikiogs 
am Bits WHOF 


X Cleveland wiHOF 
Kilenar, Bidy Skins 
Kosar, Beeme (Cares) 
Keuecherberg, Bob Delphins wil?-0 
Lambert re Steelers whOF 
Largent, Stzve Seahawks w/HOF 
Lalteet, Jomany NDame wiS3 Hels 
Laurinattis, James Ohio St 

Lavell Dante ener Oey (Dat) 
teak Wye FL W/0s Os ere sy 

pS 

Leinart, Matt (USC/Anzera) L. Holo 


Manning, Peyton OFC PSA/DNA 


Marino, Dan OFC $369 or LT &d HOF MM 
Michtabb. Deniovan OFS $279 ce SY Steiner 


Montane. Joe OFC M. Holo 
Moon. Warren OFC $179 or w/HOF 


Namath, Joe OFC "Old" Duke CSA. 


Palmer, Carson OFC Palmer Holo 

Peterson, Ardian OFC Duke AP Holo 
Prunkett. Jim OFC wiSB MVP GTSM 
Quinn, Brady OFC Notre Dame Steiner 
Sanders, Bar 


Sangletary, Mike OFC w/HOF SSH 
Spurrier, Steve OFC $169 Gators/SC 
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OFC $279 S.S.H, OFG-B § 179 
Sayers, Gale OFC $189 or WHOFS.S, § om 


Levy, Mary Butfato fies WHOF 
Lefors, Stetan Louisville (Reg $49) 
Lelie, Ashiey (Denw's. Hawaii) 
Ly, Bob Dates wHOF 
Utte, Larry or Jim Langer Miami HOF 
Lotion, James (Packars/HOF) 
Lott, Rennie Sav Fran GTSM 
Mackey; Joti Colts $17 er wwHOF 
Msoning, Eli (Gante/Ote bass) SS 
Masning, Peyton (Celts/Fenn) M. Helo 
Marchets, Gino Baltimore Cots HOF 
McAlister, Deeoe Saints (Closeout) 
MSadsen. Darren ARK Raiders ML Hels 
Wckinnon. Dennis ‘8S Bears 
MeMichael, Randy UGA $12/Dalghins 
McMichaels, Steve '85 Bears 
Uckeeb, Deoovan Syracuse /Eagies 
Meyer, Urban Gators wn 06 Champs 
Wifer, Heath Steelers Willer Holo 
Montana, Joe SF! NOM. Holo 
Moon, Warren (Oilers) wHOF GTSM 
Morris, Mercury oc Mark Duper Mined 
Moss, Sisorice (Miaeei/NYG) GTSM 
Munchak, Wile Oilers: wHOF 
Vunor, Anthony Bengals wiH0F 
(amoth, Joe Jets 16120 PSADNA 
Nebraska Heisman (3 Sins) 
Orton, Kyle Bears $15 ot Purdue 
Otto, Jim. (Raiders) HOF 
Owens, Steve 69 Heis. OU 
Partish, Roscoe (BilsCanes) GTSM 
Parseghan, Ara Hotre Dame 
Pastorini, Dan Qilars Steiner 
Pearson, Deew Dallas wi Hal Mary 
Abe Ostas: sat o nh 
try, Chats Nachigan $21 or Bengals 
Perry, WM “Fridge” ov SS XX (Bears) 
Peterson, Adrian OlWVikings AP Holo 
Phos, Pete (| ) HOF 
Portis, Clinton 
Purple People Eaters 11x14 $129 
Quien, Wisp CheviND Quinn Holo 
Reatto, Whe! Dallas yHOF 
Reynolds, Burt Langest Yd or Smokey 
Rhodes. Dominic Colts $8 
Rice, Jerry SFiRaiders St A. Helo 
fison, Andee Falcons wt"Bad Moon’ 
Revers, Philp SO Chargers G8 Holo 
Robinsen, Dave or Bob Shoreesii G8 
Rogers, Carles (Aeburn) Fl 
Ropers, George S.C. $15 or wiheis. 
Rogers, Johnay Neb $17 wietsman 
Rolie, Anite! of J), Vilma Canes 
Royal, Eddie Denver LSM Holo 
Rozier, Mike (Neb Hels (Oy T.S\P. 
Russell, Andy oF Danale Stet Stowers 
Russell, JaMarcus LSU GTSM 
Ryan, Matt 6C/Falcons Ryan Holo 
Mark Redshins SB MVP 
Salaam, Rashaan Colecado wits, 
Sanders, Charke Lions w/HOF Lad 
Sayers, Gale (Bears/Kageas) GTS! 
Shoekiey, DJ. or Greg Boe Pie 
Stirs, Lee Roy Bacs HOFIOU 
alg Shannon Denver 
a is, Baly a alee ee iy 
eu, 1. | atigets) 
Siri, Kea Bee Bans 1s 
‘Sa, Steve (Panthers) Smith Holo 
Smith. Teoy Ohio Stare CGA 
Spornes, Steve Gators Coachwg/St 
Stabler, Keo Raiders 
Stallings, Gene Ala w’92 Chay 
Stallworth, Donte Saints $9.6 U Tere 
Stallworth, Jotin Pit (16:20 HOF) 
Staubach, Roger Ogilas AS Holo 
Stautnes, Ernie (Stovlers) HOF 69 
Stephenson, Owight (Dowghins} HOF 
Tarkeston, Fran Vielags or Giants HOF 
Tait a er ‘s 
laytor, Fred Aiguars (Reg, $39'$79) 
Taylor, Lawrence (NY Gients) HOF 
Treismana, Joe RedshinsND 
Taomas, T. (OSU Bis) miMVP HOF 
Tittle, YA. SF of NY Giants w/itOF 
Tovretta, Gino Canes w/'S2 Heisman 
Tings, ‘Or Sonny Randle Cards 
Ware, Andre UHowsioe W"'89 Heis, 
Warheld, Paul Doiphies wiHOF'S.S, 
Wells, Chris Otie State: 
White, Charts USCHeisimary 
Wha, Danny or Randy White Bailie 
White, Jason Oktemomai03 Heesman 
Name Delage emp 
mums, lo hisDa| 
Wills, Patrick Ote iiss 
Wiastow, Kellen Sr. Chargers nHOF 
Witten, Jason U. Tens or Daitas 
Wright, Rayfield Oollas weiOF 
‘Wuerllell, Danny Fa wHeis 
Yepremian, Garo Dotetens w/17-0 tcc 
Yeung, Steve SF. Young Holo 
Young, Vines Titans $129 or Texas SS 
Youagtieod, J or Torn Mack Rams HOF 


Stabler, Ken OFC $199 or OFC-B $ 199 
Starr, Bart OFC $329 or wwDual Insc TSP $ 399 
Staubach, Roger OFC HOF/SS MVP = $ 269, 
‘Stee! Curtain OFC (4-Sigs) S.S.H. $ 389 
Taylor, Lawrence OFC $239/0FC-8 $ 169 


‘Theismann, Joa OFC Notre Dame Steiner $ 169 
Thessmann, J. OFC $199 wMVP OFC-B $ 129 
Thomas, Thurman OFC wiMVP or HOF $ 199 
Tittle, VA. OFC Duke TB wHOF $199 
Tomlinson, LaDainian OFC Duke LT Holo. $ a 
Warner, Kurt OFC SB 34 MM $ 229 

Williams, Carnell OFC $149 Auburn/Bucs $ 109 
Williams, Ricky OFC S.S. (Reg $299) $ 179 
‘Young, Steve OFC wHOF Young Holo $ 279 


All Sanita 


item, Same-day 


1969 Jets Team OFC (27 Sigs) Stoiner 
Aikman, Troy Gal Rep $299 or w/HOF Aik Holo 
Allen, Marcus OFC ‘padlusc) $359 Rep 
Baltimore Colts, HOF {5 Sigs) Rep JSA 
Blanda. George Raiders FS Rep wiHOF 
Blount, Mel Steelers FS Rep wHOF GTSM 
Bowden, Bobby OFC FSU $349 or Re 
Bradshaw, Terry OFC $429 or Rep TSP. 
Brees, Drew OFC Saints/Purdue 3 or Rep 
Brown, Jin OFC Cleveland wiHOF $309 or Rep 
Buttalo Bills Electric eaany he Rep (7 Sigs} m), 
Bush, Regge OFC NQ/USC $399 Rap 8 holo 
Butkus, Dick Bears FS Rep w/HOF 1AM 
Campbell, Earl (TX/08) OFC $269 or Rep 
Cutler, Jay OF Dsewer $229/Vandy $969 o¢ Rep 
Dallas 3x SB Team (3 aie is) FS und Cy 
Dawson, Len HOF/ 

Delhomme, Jake OFC phi 

Dickerson, Eric OFC Rams wHOF $329 “ 
Ditka, Mike Bears FS Rep SSH 

Dorsett, Tony OFC $379 or Rep whOF TSP 
Efway, Jobin OFC Denver $499 or Rep MM 
Favre, Brett OFC Packars $549 of Rep 7“ BAH, 
Fouts, Dan OFC hy HOF $349 or FS 

Gates, Antonio (5.0,) REP Gates iialo 
George, Eddie Ohio SUTI ape he ae or Rep 
Greene Joe Steelers Rey Rog if 

Grease, Boh OFC TB witOF $359 or Hos 
Ham, Jack OFC Penn St mig ole Suieorg Rep 
Hams, Franco Steelers Ri enone 

Hornung, Paul GB REND OFC $299 Re 
Jackson, Bo OFC Raid/Aud $349 Reo TSP 
Johnson, Larry OFC KC/Penn St. $299 or Rep. 
dJurgensen, Sonny OFC Skins $379 or Rep 
Kelly, Jim OFC Bilis HOF/Mia $389 or Rep 
Kosar, Bernie OFC $339 winsc. or Rep 
Lambert, pert OFC Pitt HOF $369 Re LH. 
Leak C OFC Fla. $299 of Rep. wi'06 Champs 
Leinart, Matt USCIAZ FS Rep $258 w/Heis 
Leinart, Matt OFC USC-MLH, $369 w/Heis 
Lott, Ronnie OFC 49'ers GTSM 

Manning, El OFC (NYG/Miss) S.S, $399 REV 
Manning, El Giants or SB bogo FS Rep 
Manning, P. OFC Coms/UT $549 or Rep'S.S. 
Marino, Dan OFC $498 of Mia/Pitt Rep Mit 
McFadden, Oarren OFC Ark/Raid $299 or Rep, 


1969 Jets Team (Namath’27 Si ae J imeell 
Abdut-Jabbar, Kareom Lakers 
Aikman, Troy Dattas $269 wiHOF pl tf 
Allen, Marcus OFC (USC) w/Hess. Allen Holo, 
Allen, Marcus Raiders w/HOF or S8 MVP 
pany, Carmelo OFC S¥/Deniver $399 or Pro 

Dawson Cubs Dual Sigs wMVP Inse 
Banks, Ernie Cubs Cooperstown wHOF 
Baugh, Sammy Redskins TB w/HOF (Oec} 
Biletnikott, Fred Raiders wSB MVP 
Bird, L. OFC MAN Celtics S.S, $429 or Adidas 
Bradshaw, Terry Steelers TB.ISA (Reg $399) 
Brees, Drew Saints Reebok EQT $239 or Pro 
Brown, Jim OFC M&N WHOF GTSM 
Burress, Plavico Ganls w/insc (Rag. $279) 
Bush, Fee USC of cams Reebok EOT 

Bothus, Orck Bears wHOF USA 
Campbell, Earl Oters WHOF ASA of GISM 
Carter, Gary Mets/Expos HOF a $193) 
Carter, Vince (NetsUNC) GTSM (Reg, $229) 
Clark, Dvaight 5 F si8) or Walle Gat Bears 
Dawson, Len (Chiafs) HOF S8 MVP SS. 
Dickerson, Eric LA Rams TB vwHOF SSH 
Dorsett, Tomy OFC Dat $329 of Pro wHOF TSP 
Ehway, Jobin im Oanvee Elway Holo 
Erving, Juhus “Dr. J' 76ers wiHOF PSA/DNA 
Faulk, Mar Rams wiS8 Cham nD Stata 
Favre, Brett OFC Reebok $499 or EQT BF Holo 
Gates, Antonio Chargers Rethiok EQT 
George, Edie Odio State $179 iW piacani 
Gnese, Bab {Doiptins) wHOF 6. 
Hirns, Franco Steeles Reebok ear Stomet 
Hawk, Au, Ohio St. $179/Packers Reebok E07 
Holmes, Sanjonio OSU $199 or Pitt Reebok EQT 
Howard. Ayan Phillies Majestic wi06 MVP RAH 
Howe, Gordie Detroit CCM wwinse JSA 
© Mich, St. $329 or Lakers 

Joiner, Chartie of Wes Chandler Chasgers TB 
Jones, Julius Dallas OFC Reebok $108 or Pro 
Jordan, Michael OFC Bus of UNC U,D.A. 
Jumensen. Sonny Redstins wHOF GB Holo 
Lapent, Stave Seahawas wHOF JSA 
Leak, Chins Gators Ut Ed. 006 Champs/MVP 
Leinart, Matt USC/USC $199 USC wheis LH 
Lofton, James Bits TB w/HOF or Lee Evans 
Manning, Efi OFC Reebok $499 or EQT SS 
‘Manning, Peyton Cots Biive Reebok EQT Steer 


Manning. Peyton OFC Cots Reebok or UT Mi, Holo 
Marino, Dan Deiphins Reebok EQT MH 
MoFadden Darren AaidersiArkansas DM Holo 
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Meyer, U. Fla. OFC $329 or Rep w/06 Champs 
Meyer/Leak OFC $399 Rep wi'06 Champs Insc, 
Montana, Joe OFC ND/SF $399 or Rep MH 
Montana/Rice SF TB Rep Prato CoH 
Moon, Warren OFC Ollers wHOF $349 Rep 
Moss, R. OFC Patriots $399 or Rep Moss Holo 
Wamath, Joe OFC RK TB (Jets/Ala) S479 Rep 
Ohio State (4 Sig. Heisman) FS Rep 
Palmer, Carson OFC Bengals/USC Palme Holo 
Peterson, Adrian Vikings FS Rep AP Holo 
Pronkett, J. Raid wS8 MVP/Stan OFC $349 oF Rep 
Portis, Clinton OFC Mizeni of Redskins SS 
Purple People Eaters (4 Sigs) OFC $399 or Rep 
Quinn, Brady OFC Cleve/ND Quinn Holo 
Redshans, ts Greats (5 Sigs) Fp wilnse: 
Redsbns OB SB Champs ey £28 08 Sigs) 
ee my OFC SF/Gak $; AK 

y OFC SF wS8 MVP. esc (Current) 
apie john OFC HOFIMVP $399 or Rep 
Rivers, Philip SO OFC 18 se or Rep GB Holo 
Romo, Tony Dallas OFC UDA 
Rypien, Mark OFC w/SB IVP $339 or Rep 
Sanders, Barry ", OFC (Dev/OK St) $399 Rep 
Sayers, Gate OFC (Bears/KU) TB $369 Rep 
Simms, Phil NY Grants TB OFC Steiner 
Singletary, Mike Bears OFC $369 Rep wiHOF 
Smith, Steve OFC Parithers $359 Rep S.H. 
Smith, Troy OHIO St Rep $199 or w'O8 Hees 
Spurrier, Steve OFC Gators $359 or Rep 
Spurrier/Wwertlell OFC Gators ates 
Stabler, Ken (Raid/Ala) OFC $349 Rep 
Stallings, Gene OFC Aa w/'92 Chang 16 SS 
Stary, Gart OFC GB TB/ALA $499 or Rep TSP 
Staubach, Roger OFC $429 or Rep wiinsc 
Steel Curtain (4 sigs) OFC $499 or Rep SS 
Tarkenton, F OFC Vik TB wHOF $349 or Rep 
Theismann, Joe OFC aan $349 oF Rep 
Thomas, Thurman OFC (OK ycel = hi 
Titth, ¥,A. OFC Giants 
Toménsan, LaDainian OFC pied Rep, ore Holo 
Urlacher, Brian Bears Rep Steiner 
Wells, Chris “Beanie” Ohio St Rep Wells Halo 
Williams, C, wCadillac TB OFC $259 of Rep 
Williams, Doug Redskins Rep wiSB MVP 
Wuertfell, Oanin MY Gators FS Rep w/Heis 
Young, Steve SF OFC $989 REP wHOF 


Meredith, Don Dallas Cowboys 
Miler, Heath $119 veiSB Champs $139 Reebok EQT 
Montzna/Clark “The Catch” SF Combo 
Montana, Joe OFC SF/Notre Dame M_ Holo 
Mootana, Joe San Fran/Notre Dame M. Holo 
Moon, Warren Ofers $149 or wHOF M. Holo 
Moss, Simorice NYG ReebowEQT $99 Canes 
Masial, Stan Cardinals $229 or Cooperstown 
Namath, Jor OFC '68 or '69 MSNess PSA/DNA 
Ortiz, David Boston OFC Dd or ‘07 WS Steiner 
Parker, Willie Steelers w/S8 Chames GAL 
Phunisett, Jim (Raiders) Wilson w'SB MVP 
Quinn, Brady OFC Notre Dame or Browns 
io Jerry SFMVS Face Holo lis Ree 
logins John Redskins wHOF or 
Ripken, Cal Je O's Majestic $399 or OFC UDA 
Rivers, Philip Chargars GB Holo 
Robinson. Brooks O's wDual Insc PSVONA 
Romanowst Bil Ralders/SF w/4X $8 Champs 
Ronwa, Tory Dalles Romo Holo 
Rose, Pete Reds OFC Vest or Cooperstorm 
Russell, Jamarcus LSU Russell Holo 
Ryan, Matt Falcons Reebok EQT Ryan Holo 
Ryan, Nolin #5 OFC MBN wi324 SS, 
Ryplen, Mark Radstuns wS8 MVP GB Holo 
Sanders, Barry OFC Lions/OSU $429 or EQT 
Sayers, Gale Kansas A&-Star wiKansas Comet 
Sayers, Gale Be2rs Pro w/HOF (Reg $299) 
Sharpe, Shannon OFC Denver Reebok winse 
‘Sims, Billy or Steve Owens OU w/Heesman 
Seegietary, Mike Bears $199 ce w/HOF SS 
Smith, Steve foes) OFC $319 o E07 
Smith, Troy Ohio State $179 of "06 Hees, CGA 
‘Stabier, Ken Raiders or Aubama SSH 
Start, Bart Packars TB $349 or Reetiok E07 TSP. 
Tarkenton, Fran uae 
Taylor, Lawe. NYG $229 wHOF or SB Champs 
Testewerde, Vinny U, Misi wits JSA 
Theismarn, Jot Skins 82 OFC M&Ness UDA 
Thoms, Isiah Indiana U, $.S.H. 
Thomas, Thutman Bills W'S) MVP or HOF 
Tittle, 1A. Giants TB wHOF (Reg $229) 
White, Jason OU $99 or w/Hels. (Reg $199) 
Wittams, Carnell ‘Cadiltac’ OFC Auburn 
Wilkams, alo Panthers Rasbok EQT 
Witams, kins ‘SB MVP JSA, 
Witams, Roy Dalas $79 or a mye TSP 
Witten, Jason soe (Oa) GB GB reel $249 
Woodson, Chartes En wi 


Young, Steve SF. HOF, SBMVP Young Holo 


COLLECTIBLES 
2940 Kraft Drive » Nashville, TN 37204 


CALL TOLL FREE 
1-888-284-5661 


FAX (615-255-8656) * E-MAIL: collectibles@athlonsports.com 
Hours Mon.-Fri. 8:30am-6pm CST 


“Guaranteed Authentic From the Trusted Name in Sports.....SINCE 1967" 


whet Gems come with Certilicate of Authenticity aed a 10-day, mowey-back 

$9.95 (photos), $11,95 (basebatis & minis) $13.95 (most other items), plus 
ippieg on money orders. Ten. residents add 9.25% sales 

to prmtheg ‘Preaee confirm all |tems prior to mailing check & drivers ficense eumber must be 


tax. Ask aboul private si 
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We Know You Have | = 
Strong Opinions... ! 
AND WE’RE INTERESTED IN WHAT 


YOU HAVE TO SAY. 


hat you th, 
ink... 
™uch dig the J 
© your deci, 


So we’re inviting you to tot @ aia 


2. What factors 


answer a few questions that Jit yeas 
will help us better $ Gontene “anton 
understand what our readers 


want. 


ia 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM/COLLEGEFOOTBALLSURVEY 


THAN KS! The first 100 people to fill out the survey will 
receive an Athion Sports T-shirt. One participant will receive a 
$100 Gift Certificate to the Athlon Sports Collectibles store in a 
random drawing among all survey participants. 
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PLAY FANTASY GOLF TO WIN 
THE ULTIMATE ATHLON? SPORTS” GOLF BAG 


| e! ELATIONS 
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Healthte r WINS 


\ A THE HOTTEST SHAFTS Iv GoLf 
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SEE WEB SITE FOR RULES AND DETAILS. PRIZES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. CONTEST BEGINS WITH THE MASTERS TOURNAMENT APRIL 9, 2009 


2009 FBS 
COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


ACC 


BOSTON COLLEGE (9-5, 5-3) 


Chestnut Hill, MA 

S.5 Northeastern 
S.12 Kent State 
$.19 at Clemson 
S.26 Wake Forest 
0.3 Florida State 
0.10 at Virginia Tech 
0.17 NCState 
0.24 at Notre Dame 
0.31 Central Michigan 
N.14_ at Virginia 
N.21 North Carolina 
N.28 at Maryland 


CLEMSON (7-6, 4-4) 
Clemson, SC 

S.5 Middle Tennessee 
S.10 at Georgia Tech 
S.19 Boston College 
S.26 TCU 

at Maryland 
Wake Forest 

at Miami 
Coastal Carolina 
Florida State 

at NC State 
Virginia 

at South Carolina 
DUKE (4-8, 1-7) 
Durham, NC 

S.5 Richmond 

$.12 at Army 

S.19 at Kansas 

S.26 North Carolina Central 
3 Virginia Tech 

10 at NC State 

24 Maryland 

31 at Virginia 
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WY NwHREw 
eso 


aes 


7 at North Carolina 
14 Georgia Tech 
21 at Miami 

N. 28 Wake Forest 


FLORIDA STATE (9-4, 5-3) 


Tallahassee, FL 

S.7 Miami 

$.12 Jacksonville State 
$.19 at BYU 

S.26 South Florida 

.3 at Boston College 
10 Georgia Tech 

22 at North Carolina 
31 NC State 

7 atClemson 
14 at Wake Forest 
21 Maryland 

28 at Florida 


S.5 Jacksonville State 
S.10 Clemson 

$.17 at Miami 

North Carolina 

at Mississippi State 
at Florida State 
Virginia Tech 

at Virginia 

at Vanderbilt 
Wake Forest 

at Duke 

Georgia 
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S.5 at California 
$.12 James Madison 
$.19 Middle Tennessee 
5.26 Rutgers 

3 Clemson 

10 at Wake Forest 
7 Virginia 

4 at Duke 

7 atNCState 
14. Virginia Tech 
21 at Florida State 
28 Boston College 


S.7 at Florida State 
$.17 Georgia Tech 

26 at Virginia Tech 
Oklahoma 
Florida A&M 

at Central Florida 
Clemson 

at Wake Forest 
Virginia 

at North Carolina 
Duke 

at South Florida 
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NORTH CAROLINA (8-5, 4~4) 


Chapel Hill, NC 

S.5 The Citadel 

$.12 at Connecticut 
$.19 East Carolina 
S.26 at Georgia Tech 
Virginia 

Georgia Southern 
Florida State 

at Virginia Tech 
Duke 

Miami 

at Boston College 
at NC State 


NC STATE (6-7, 4-4) 
Raleigh, NC 

‘ South Carolina 
Murray State 
Gardner-Webb 
Pittsburgh 

at Wake Forest 
Duke 

at Boston College 
at Florida State 
Maryland 
Clemson 

at Virginia Tech 
North Carolina 


VIRGINIA (5-7, 3-5) 
Charlottesville, VA 

S.5 William & Mary 
TCU 

at Southern Miss 
at North Carolina 
Indiana 

at Maryland 
Georgia Tech 
Duke 

at Miami 

Boston College 
at Clemson 
Virginia Tech 
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VIRGINIA TECH (10-4, 5-3) 


Blacksburg, VA 
S.5  #Alabama 
$.12 Marshall 
S.19 Nebraska 
S.26 Miami 
0.3 at Duke 
0.10 Boston College 
0.17 at Georgia Tech 
0.29 North Carolina 
N.5 at East Carolina 
N.14 at Maryland 
N.21 NC State 
N. 28 at Virginia 
#Allanta, GA 


WAKE FOREST (8-5, 4-4) 


Winston-Salem, NC 

S.5 Baylor 

Stanford 

Elon 

at Boston College 
NC State 
Maryland 

17 atClemson 
24 at Navy 
31 Miami 
7 
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yu 
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at Georgia Tech 
A Florida State 
28 at Duke 
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BIG EAST SYRACUSE (3-9, 1-6) 
oer as aa 2 ge 
$.7 at Rutgers S.12 at Penn State 
S.12 SE Missouri State = 12 Nortech 
re a ce pe 03 South Fa 
. resno State ; Pees 
0.3 atMiami (OH) 0.10 West Virginia 
0.15 at South Florida aa aoe 
0.24 Louisvill ; 
Oak eterno N.7  atPittsburgh 
N.7 Connecticut N.14 at Louisville 
N.13- West Virginia N.21 Rutgers 
N.27 Illinois N. 28 at Connecticut 
D.5 at Pittsburgh WEST VIRGINIA (9-4, 5-2) 
coors Meo 
$5 "at Ohio $.12 East Carolina 
S12 North Carolina teeny 
$.19 at Baylor . 
5.26 Rhode Island 2 ea 
0.10 at Pittsburgh 0:28 ‘Commuting 
0.17 Louisville ¥ 
0.24 at West Virginia vi sora tia 
0.31 Rutgers N.13 at Cincinnati 
N.7 at Cincinnati N.27. Pittsburgh 
N.21 at Notre Dame D5 a om 
N.28 Syracuse e es 
D.5 — South Florida BIG TEN 
LOUSMLLES 1 MANOS 7.38) 
5.5 Indiana State re Lease! 
S.12 Illinois State 
S19 | at Kemmucky S.26 at Ohio State 
0.2. Pitsbugh 0.3 | Peon Stat 
0.10 Southern Miss ame 
0.17 at Connecticut 0.24 aD ae 
0.24 at Cincinnati 0. 31 . Ah am 
0.31 Arkansas State a> ‘ohimenack 
N.7 at West Virginia N. 4 Siateaters 
N.14 Syracuse } an 
N. 21 at South Florida a hse 
N.28 Rutgers YS Louis. MO 
PITTSBURGH [9-4,5-2) INDIANA (3-8, 1-7) 
$.5 You stown State Prorangion 
as rete S.3 Eastern Kentucky 
ner tw at $.12 Western Michigan 
y a, $.19 at Akron 
S.26 at NC State S.26 at Michigan 
0.2 at Louisville 0.3 Ohio State 
0.10 Connecticut 0.10. at Virginia 
0.16 at Rutgers 0.17 Illinois 
iy en 0.24 at Northwestern 
nf, aoe 0.31 at lowa 
N.14 Notre Dame N.7 Wisconsin 
N. 27 at West Virginia N.14 at Penn State 
0.5 — Cincinnati N.21 Purdue 
RUTGERS (8-5, 5-2) IOWA (9-4, 5-3) 
New Brunswick, NJ lowe City, IA 
S.7 — Cincinnati S.5 Northern lowa 
S.12 Howard é S.12 at Iowa State 
S.19 Florida International $.19 Arizona 
S.26 at Maryland S.26 at Penn State 
0.3 Texas Southern 0.3 Arkansas State 
0.16 Pittsburgh 0.10 Michigan 
0.23 at Army : 0.17 at Wisconsin 
0.31 at Connecticut 0, 24 at Michigan State 
N.12 South Florida 0.31 Indiana 
N. 21 at Syracuse N.7 Northwestern 
N. 28 at Louisville N.14 at Ohio State 
D.5 West Virginia N.21 Minnesota 
SOUTH FLORIDA (8-5, 2-5) MICHIGAN (3-9, 2-6) 
Tampa, FL Ann Arbor, Mi 
S.5 Wofford S.5 Western Michigan 
S.12 at Western Kentucky $.12 Notre Dame 
S.19 Charleston Southern S.19 Eastern Michigan 
S$. 26 at Florida State S.26 Indiana 
0.3 at Syracuse 0.3 at Michigan State 
0.15 Cincinnati 0.10 atlowa 
0.24 at Pittsburgh 0.17 Delaware State 
0.30 West Virginia 0.24 Penn State 
N.12 at Rutgers 0.31 at Illinois 
N.21 Louisville N.7 Purdue 
N.28 Miami N.14 at Wisconsin 
D.5 at Connecticut N.21 Ohio State 


| 


MICHIGAN STATE (9-4, 6-2) 


East Lansing, MI 

$.5 Montana State 
$.12 Central Michigan 
$.19 at Notre Dame 
S$. 26 atWisconsin 
Michigan 

at Illinois 
Northwestern 
Towa 

at Minnesota 
Western Michigan 
at Purdue 

Penn State 
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at Syracuse 

Air Force 
California 

at Northwestern 
Wisconsin 
Purdue 

at Penn State 

at Ohio State 
Michigan State 
Tilinois 

South Dakota State 
at Iowa 
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S.5 Towson 
§.12 Eastern Michigan 
$.19 at Syracuse 
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WISCONSIN (7-6, 3-5) 
Madison, WI 

S.5 Northern Illinois 
S.12 Fresno State 
S.19 Wofford 
Michigan State 
at Minnesota 
at Ohio State 
Towa 

Purdue 

at Indiana 
Michigan 

at Northwestern 
D.5 at Hawaii 


BAYLOR (4-8, 2-6) 

Waco, TX 

S.5 atWake Forest 

$.19 Connecticut 

S.26 Northwestern State 
0.3 Kent State 

0.10 at Oklahoma 

0.17 at Iowa State 
0,24 Oklahoma State 
0.31 Nebraska 
N.7 at Missouri 
N. 
N. 
N. 


J 
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.14 Texas 

.21 atTexas A&M 

28 #Texas Tech 
#Arlington, TX 


COLORADO (5-7, 2-6) 
Boulder, CO 

S.5 Colorado State 
$.12 Miami (OH) 
$.19 Wyoming 


ree ae 0.1 at West Virginia 
13° at Purdue 0.10 atTexas 
0.10 Miami (OH) 0. 17 Kansas 
0.17 at Michigan State 0.24. at Kansas State 
0.24 Indiana 0.31 Missouri 
0.31 Penn State N.7 Texas A&M 
N.7  atlowa N.14 at Iowa State 
N.14_ at Illinois N.19 at Oklahoma State 
N.21 Wisconsin N.27 Nebraska 
OHIO STATE (10-3, 7-1) IOWA STATE (2-10, 0-8) 
Columbus, OH I 
5.5 Navy 5.3 North Dakota State 
$.12 USC $.12 Iowa 
S.19 #Toledo S.19 at Kent State 
S. 26 Illinois S.26 Army 
0.3 atIndiana 0.3 #at Kansas State 
0.10 Wisconsin 0.10 at Kansas 
Sep od coces 0. 24 at Nebraska 
0.24 Minnesota e 
0.31 New Mexico State O.3) cottons aN 
N.7 at Penn State N.7 Oklahoma State 
N.14 Colorado 
steer N.21 at Missouri 
k at Michigan #Kansas City, MO 

#Cleveland, OH : 
PENN STATE (11-2, 7-1) psi ta 
University Park, PA S.5 Northern Colorado 
S.5 Akron 5.12 atUTEP 
S.12 Syracuse $.19 Duke 
S.19 Temple $.26 Southern Miss 
S.26 Iowa 0.10 Towa State 
0.3 at Illinois 0.17 at Colorado 
0.10 Eastern Illinois 0.24 Oklahoma 
0.17 Minnesota 0,31 atTexas Tech 
0.24 at Michigan N.7 at Kansas State 
0.31 at Northwestern N.14 Nebraska 
N.7 Ohio State N.21 atTexas 
N.14 Indiana N.28 #Missouri 
N.21 at Michigan State #Kansas City, MO 
PURDUE (4-8, 2-6) paces eg s 6-7,2-6) 
etme S.5 Massachusetts 
S.12 at Oregon S.12 at UL Lafayette 

: 19 atUCLA 

$.19 Northern Illinois 5.1 
5.26 Notre Dame S.26 Tennessee Tech 
0.3 Northwestern 0.3 #lowa State 
0. 0’ SE Nnniesots 0.10 atTexas Tech 
. é 0.17 Texas A&M 
0.17 Ohio State 0.24 Colorado 
0.24 Minois 0.31 at Oklahoma 
0.31 at Wisconsin N.7 Kansas 
N.7 at Michigan N.14 Missouri 
N.14 Michigan State N.21 at Nebraska 
N.21 at Indiana #Kansas City, MO 
ATHLONSPORTS.COM 719 
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MISSOURI (10-4, 5-3) 
Columbia, MO 


#illinois 

Bowling Green 
Furman 

at Nevada 
Nebraska 

at Oklahoma State 
Texas 

at Colorado 
Baylor 

at Kansas State 
Towa State 
SKansas 

St. Louis, MO 
SoKansas City, MO 
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NEBRASKA (9-4, 5-3) 
i NE 


Florida Atlantic 
Arkansas State 
at Virginia Tech 
UL Lafayette 

at Missouri 
Texas Tech 
Towa State 

at Baylor 
Oklahoma 

at Kansas 
Kansas State 
at Colorado 


$.19 
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OKLAHOMA (12-2, 7-1) 
Norman, OK 


#BYU 
Idaho State 


7 %6Texas 

4 at Kansas 

1 Kansas State 
at Nebraska 

A Texas A&M 

1 atTexas Tech 

8 Oklahoma State 
‘Arlington, TX 

%Dallas, TX 


OKLAHOMA STATE (9-4, 5-3) 


Stillwater, OK 
Georgia 
Houston 
Rice 
Grambling 
at Texas A&M 
Missouri 
at Baylor 
1 Texas 

at Iowa State 
4 Texas Tech 
9 Colorado 
8 at Oklahoma 


TEXAS (12-1, 7-1) 
Austin, TX 
UL Monroe 

at Wyoming 

Texas Tech 

UTEP 

Colorado 
#Oklahoma 

at Missouri 

at Oklahoma State 
UCF 


at Baylor 
Kansas 

at Texas A&M 
#Dallas, TX 
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College Station, TX 

S.5 New Mexico 
Utah State 
$.26 UAB 

# Arkansas 
Oklahoma State 
at Kansas State 
at Texas Tech 
Towa State 

at Colorado 

at Oklahoma 
Baylor 

Texas 
#Arlington, TX 


#====99095 
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k, 

North Dakota 

Rice 

atTexas 

at Houston 

New Mexico 

Kansas State 

at Nebraska 

Texas A&M 

Kansas 

at Oklahoma State 
homa 

#Baylor 

wait 
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TEXAS TECH (11-2, 7-1) 
back, TX 


C- 


EAST CAROLINA (9-5, 6-2) 


Greenville, NC 


= 
Pd 
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HOUSTON (8-5, 6-2) 


Appalachian State 
at West Virginia 
at North Carolina 
UCF 

at Marshall 

at SMU 

Rice 

at Memphis 
Virginia Tech 

at Tulsa 

UAB 

Southern Miss 


Houston, TX 


$.5 


MARSHALL (4-8, 3-5) 


Northwestern State 
at Oklahoma State 
Texas Tech 

at UTEP 

at Mississippi State 
at Tulane 

SMU 

Southern Miss 

at Tulsa 

at UCF 

Memphis 

Rice 


Huntington, WW 


MEMPHIS (6-7, 4-4) 


Southern Illinois 
at Virginia Tech 
Bowling Green 
at Memphis 
East Carolina 
at Tulane 

at West Virginia 
UAB 

at UCF 
Southern Miss 
SMU 

at UTEP 


Memphis, TN 


5.26 
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Ole Miss 

at Middle Tennessee 
Tennessee-Martin 
Marshall 

at UCF 

UTEP 

at Southern Miss 
East Carolina 

at Tennessee 

UAB 

at Houston 

at Tulsa 


RICE (10-3, 7-1) 
Houston, TX 


$.5 
$.12 
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SOUTHERN MISS (7-6, 4-4) 


at UAB 

at Texas Tech 

at Oklahoma State 
Vanderbilt 

Tulsa 

Navy 

at East Carolina 


Stephen F. Austin 
at UAB 

at Washington State 
atTCU 

East Carolina 
Navy 

at Houston 

at Tulsa 

Rice 

UTEP 

at Marshall 
Tulane 


Hattiesburg, MS 


$.5 


Alcorn State 
UCF 
Virginia 

at Kansas 
at UAB 

at Louisville 
Memphis 
Tulane 

at Houston 
at Marshall 
Tulsa 

at East Carolina 


TULANE (2-10, 1-7) 
New Orleans, LA 


$.4 
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Tulsa 

BYU 

McNeese State 
at Army 
Marshall 
Houston 

at Southern Miss 


TULSA (11-3, 7-1) 
julsa, 


at Tulane 

at New Mexico 
at Oklahoma 
Sam Houston State 
at Rice 

Boise State 

at UTEP 

SMU 

Houston 

East Carolina 

at Southern Miss 
Memphis 


SMU 

at Troy 

at Texas ASM 
Southern Miss 
at Ole Miss 

at Marshall 

at UTEP 
Florida Atlantic 
at Memphis 

at East Carolina 
UCF 
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Samford 

at Southern Miss 
Buffalo 

at East Carolina 
Memphis 

Miami 

at Rice 
Marshall 

at Texas 
Houston 

Tulane 

at UAB 


(5-7, 4-4) 
, TX 


Buffalo 
Kansas 

at New Mexico State 
at Texas 
Houston 

at Memphis 
Tulsa 

UAB 

at Tulane 

at SMU 

at Rice 
Marshall 


; at Penn State 


Morgan State 
Indiana 

at Central Michigan 
Ohio 

at Buffalo 

at Syracuse 

at Northern Illinois 
Kent State 

Temple 

at Bowling Green 
Eastern Michigan 


STATE (12-2, 8-0) 
fe, IN 


North Texas 

New Hampshire 

at Army 

at Auburn 

Toledo 

at Temple 

Bowling Green 

at Eastern Michigan 
Ohio 

at Northern Illinois 
Central Michigan 

at Western Michigan 


BOWLING GREEN (6-6, 4-4) 


Bowling Green, OH 
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CENTRAL MICHIGAN (8-5, 6-2) 


Troy 

at Missouri 
at Marshall 
Boise State 
Ohio 

at Kent State 
at Ball State 
Central Michigan 
at Buffalo 

at Miami (OH) 
Akron 

Toledo 


Pittsburgh 

at UCF 

at Temple 
Central Michigan 
Gardner Webb 
Akron 

at Western Michigan 
Bowling Green 
Ohio 

at Miami (OH) 

at Kent State 


Mt. Pleasant, MI 


EASTERN MICHIGAN (3-9, 2-6) 
Ypsilani 
4 


$.3 


MIAMI (OH) (2-10, 1-7) 


NORTHERN ILLINOIS (6-7, 5-3) 
Dekalb, 


S.5 
$.12 
$.19 
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Kent, OH 


at Arizona 

at Michigan State 
Alcorn State 
Akron 

at Buffalo 
Eastern Michigan 
at Western Michigan 
at Bowling Green 
at Boston College 
Toledo 

at Ball State 
Northern Illinois 


ti, MI 

Army 

at Northwestern 
at Michigan 
Temple 

at Central Michigan 
Kent State 

Ball State 

at Arkansas 

at Northern Ellinois 
Western Michigan 
at Toledo 


Coastal Carolina 
at Boston College 
lowa State 

Miami (OH) 

at Baylor 

Bowling Green 

at Eastern Michigan 
at Ohio 

Western Michigan 
at Akron 

at Temple 

Buffalo 


# Kentucky 

at Boise State 
at Western Michigan 
at Kent State 
Cincinnati 

at Northwestern 
at Ohio 
Northern Illinois 
Toledo 

at Temple 
Bowling Green 
Buffalo 
#Cincinnati, OH 


at Wisconsin 
Western Illinois 
at Purdue 

Idaho 

Western Michigan 
at Toledo 

at Miami (OH) 
Akron 

Eastern Michigan 
Ball State 

at Ohio 

at Central Michigan 


| OHIO (4-8, 3-5) 
Athens, OH 


0.10 
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Connecticut 

at North Texas 
Cal Poly 

at Tennessee 

at Bowling Green 
at Akron 

Miami (OH) 
Kent State 

at Ball State 

at Buffalo 
Northern Lllinois 
Temple 


Villanova 

at Penn State 
Buffalo 

at Eastern Michigan 
Ball State 
Army 

at Toledo 

at Navy 
Miami (OH) 
at Akron 
Kent State 

at Ohio 


TOLEDO (3-9, 2-6) 
Toledo, OH 


WESTERN MICHIGAN (9-4, 6-2) 


at Purdue 
Colorado 

#Ohio State 

at Florida International 
at Ball State 
Western Michigan 
Northern Lllinais 
Temple 

at Miami (OH) 

at Central Michigan 
Eastern Michigan 
at Bowling Green 
#Cleveland, OH 


Kalamazoo, Ml 
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$.12 
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at Michigan 

at Indiana 

Miami (OH) 
Hofstra 

at Northern Illinois 
at Toledo 

Central Michigan 
Buffalo 

at Kent State 

at Michigan State 
at Eastern Michigan 
Ball State 


MOUNTAIN WEST 


AIR FORCE (8-5, 5-3) 


Colorado Springs, 


55 
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COLORADO STATE (7-6, 4-4) 
Fart Callins, CO 


2zzz999990"M¢% 


CO 
Nicholls State 
at Minnesota 

at New Mexico 
San Diego State 
at Navy 

TCU 

Wyoming 

at Utah 

at Colorado State 
Army 

UNLV 

at BYU 


(10-3, 6-2) 


UT 
#Oklahoma 


at Tulane 
Florida State 
Colorado State 
Utah State 

at UNLV 

at San Diego State 
TCU 

at Wyoming 

at New Mexico 
Air Force 

Utah 
#Artington, TX 


at Colorado 
Weber State 
Nevada 

at BYU 

at Idaho 

Utah 

atTCu 

San Diego State 
Air Force 

at UNLV 

at New Mexico 
Wyoming 


NEW MEXICO (4-8, 2-6) 


Albuquerque, NMI 

$.5  atTexas A&M 
Tulsa 

Air Force 

New Mexico State 
3 atTexas Tech 


at San Diego State 
7 atUtah 

14 BYU 

21 Colorado State 
28 atTCU 


DIEGO STATE (2-10, 1-7) 
Diego, CA 


at UCLA 

Southern Utah 

at Idaho 

at Air Force 

New Mexico State 
BYU 


g2 


RSE? 


at Colorado State 
New Mexico 

TCU 

Wyoming 

at Utah 

at UNLV 


TCU (11-2, 7-1) 
Fort Worth, TX 
$.12 at Virginia 
Texas State 
at Clemson 
SMU 

at Air Force 
17 Colorado State 
24 at BYU 

31 UNLV 
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7 at San Diego State 
14 Utah 

21 at Wyoming 

28 New Mexico 


Las Vegas, WV 
Sacramento State 
Oregon State 
Hawaii 

at Wyoming 

3 at Nevada 

10 BYU 

17 Utah 
24 at New Mexico 
31 atTCU 

7 Colorado State 
14. at Air Force 

28 San Diego State 
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at San Jose State 
at Oregon 
Louisville 

at Colorado State 
at UNLV 

4 Air Force 

1 Wyoming 

7 New Mexico 

14 atTCU 

21 San Diego State 
28 atBYU 


WYOMING (4-8, 1-7) 


Laramie, WY 
Weber State 
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at Florida Atlantic 
New Mexico 

at Air Force 

at Utah 

BYU 

at San Diego State 
TCU 

at Colorado State 
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ARIZONA (8-5, 5~4) 
Tucson, AZ 

Central Michigan 
Northern Arizona 
at Iowa 

at Oregon State 
at Washington 
17 Stanford 

24 UCLA 

7 Washington State 
14 at California 

21 Oregon 

28 at Arizona State 
5 atUSC 
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ARIZONA STATE (5-7, 4-5) 


Tempe, AZ 

Idaho State 
UL Monroe 
at Georgia 
Oregon State 
at Washington State 
Washington 
at Stanford 
California 
usc 

at Oregon 

at UCLA 


Fsus 
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Maryland 

Eastern Washington 
at Minnesota 

at Oregon 

USC 

at UCLA 
Washington State 
at Arizona State 
Oregon State 
Arizona 

at Stanford 

at Washington 


OREGON (10-3, 7-2) 
Eugene, OR 

$.3 at Boise State 
Purdue 

Utah 

California 
Washington State 
at UCLA 

4 atWashington 
1 USC 

7 at Stanford 
14 Arizona State 
21 at Arizona 

3 Oregon State 
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OREGON STATE (9-4, 7-2) 
Corvallis, OR 


Portland State 
at UNLV 
Cincinnati 
Arizona 

3. at Arizona State 
10 Stanford 

24 at USC 

31 UCLA 

7 at California 

14 Washington 

21 at Washington State 
3 at Oregon 
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STANFORD (5-7, 4-5) 


Stanford, CA 

at Washington State 

at Wake Forest 

9 San Jose State 

6 Washington 
UCLA 

0 


at Oregon State 
17 at Arizona 
4 Arizona State 
Oregon 
at USC 
California 
N.28 Notre Dame 
UCLA (4-8, 3-6) 
CA 
San Diego State 
2 atTennessee 
Kansas State 
at Stanford 
0 Oregon 
7 California 
4 at Arizona 
1 at Oregon State 
Washington 
4 atWashington State 
1 Arizona State 
8 at USC 


USC (12-1, 8-1) 


Los Angeles, CA 

San Jose State 
at Ohio State 

at Washington 
Washington State 
at California 

at Notre Dame 
Oregon State 

at Oregon 

at Arizona State 
Stanford 

UCLA 

Arizona 


WASHINGTON (0-12, 0-9) 
Seattle, WA 
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USC 

at Stanford 

at Notre Dame 
Arizona 

at Arizona State 


at Oregon State 
Washington State 
California 


INGTON STATE (2-11, 1-8) 
Ww 


at California 
YoNotre Dame 
at Arizona 
UCLA 

Oregon State 
at Washington 


%San Antonio, TX 


ALABAMA (12-2, 8-0) 
Tuscaloosa, AL 


S.5 
12 


# Virginia Tech 
Florida International 
North Texas 
Arkansas 

at Kentucky 

at Ole Miss 

South Carolina 
Tennessee 

Su 

at Mississippi State 


# Missouri State 
Georgia 

at Alabama 
S6Texas A&M 
Auburn 

at Florida 

at Ole Miss 
Eastern Michigan 
South Carolina 
Troy 

# Mississippi State 
at LSU 


#Little Rock, AR 
spArlington, TX 


AUBURN (5-7, 2-6) 
AL 
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Louisiana Tech 
Mississippi State 
West Virginia 
Ball State 

at Tennessee 
at Arkansas 
Kentucky 

at LSU 

Ole Miss 
Furman 

at Georgia 
Alabama 


FLORIDA (13-1, 7—1) 
Gainesville, FL 


GEORGIA (10-3, 6-2) 
Athens, GA 
at Oklahoma State 


Charleston Southern 
Troy 

Tennessee 

at Kentucky 

at LSU 

Arkansas 

at Mississippi State 
#Georgia 
Vanderbilt 

at South Carolina 
Florida International 
Florida State 
AJacksonville, 


South Carolina 
at Arkansas 
Arizona State 
LSU 


at Tennessee 
at Vanderbilt 
#Florida 
Tennessee Tech 
Auburn 
Kentucky 

at Georgia Tech 
#Jacksonville, 


10.17 
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KENTUCKY (7-6, 2-6) 
Lexington, KY 


#Miami (OH) 
Louisville 

Florida 

Alabama 

at South Carolina 
at Auburn 

UL Monroe 
Mississippi State 
Eastern Kentucky 
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at Washington 
Vanderbilt 

UL Lafayette 
at Mississippi State 
3 at Georgia 
10 Florida 

4 Auburn 

1 Tulane 

7 atAlabama 
14 Louisiana Tech 
21 at Ole Miss 
28 Arkansas 
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MISSISSIPPI STATE (4-8, 2-6) 
Starkville, MS 


Jackson State 
at Auburn 
$.19 at Vanderbilt 


LSU 

Georgia Tech 
Houston 

at Middle Tennessee 
Florida 

at Kentucky 

4 Alabama 

1 #at Arkansas 

28 Ole Miss 

#Little Rock, AR 


at Memphis 

SE Louisiana 

24 at South Carolina 
at Vanderbilt 
Alabama 


28 at Mississippi State 


SOUTH CAROLINA (7-6,4-4) ono 
Columbia, SC 7 


at NC State 

at Georgia 
Florida Atlantic 
Ole Miss 

South Carolina State 
Kentucky 

at Alabama 
Vanderbilt 

at Tennessee 
at Arkansas 
Florida 
Clemson 
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TENNESSEE (5-7, 3-5) 
Knoxville, 


™ 
5 Western Kentucky 
12 UCLA 

19 at Florida 

26 Ohio 

3 Auburn 

10 Georgia 

24 at Alabama 

31 South Carolina 

7 Memphis 

14 at Ole Miss 

21 Vanderbilt 

28 at Kentucky 


VANDERBILT (7-6, 4-4) 
Nashville, TN 


Western Carolina 
at LSU 
Mississippi State 
at Rice 

Ole Miss 

at Army 

V7 Georgia 

24 at South Carolina 
31 Georgia Tech 

7 at Florida 

14 Kentucky 

21 at Tennessee 
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SUN BELT 
ARKANSAS STATE (6-6, 4-3) 
Jonesboro, AR 


Miss. Valley State 
2 at Nebraska 
6 Troy 

at Iowa 
3 at UL Monroe 
4 Florida International 
1 at Louisville 
7 ULLafayette 
14 at Florida Atlantic 
21 at Middle Tennessee 
28 North Texas 
3 at Western Kentucky 


at Nebraska 

at South Carolina 
UL Monroe 
Wyoming 

at North Texas 

at UL Lafayette 
Middle Tennessee 
at UAB 

Arkansas State 

at Troy 

Western Kentucky 
at Florida International 
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FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL (5-7, 3-4) 


at Rutgers 

Toledo 
3 atUL Monroe 
10 atWestern Kentucky 
17 Troy 
24 at Arkansas State 
31 ULLafayette 
7 at Middle Tennessee 
4 North Texas 
1 at Florida 
S Florida Atlantic 


Miami, FL 

$.12 at Alabama 
$.19 

S. 26 
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Kansas State 

at LSU 

at Nebraska 

North Texas 

at Western Kentucky 
4 Florida Atlantic 

31 at Florida International 
7 at Arkansas State 

at Middle Tennessee 
UL Monroe 

Troy 


MONROE (4-8, 3-4) 
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at Texas 

Texas Southern 

at Arizona State 
at Florida Atlantic 
Florida International 
Arkansas State 

at Kentucky 

at Troy 

at North Texas 
Western Kentucky 
at UL Lafayette 
Middle Tennessee 
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ILE TENNESSEE (5-7, 3-4) 


Murfreesboro, TN 

at Clemson 
Memphis 

at Maryland 

at North Texas 

at Troy 
Mississippi State 
Western Kentucky 
at Florida Atlantic 
Florida International 
UL Lafayette 
Arkansas State 

at UL Monroe 
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NORTH TEXAS (1-11, 0-7) 
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‘at Ball State 


io 
at Alabama 

Middle Tennessee 

at UL Lafayette 

Florida Atlantic 

at Troy 

Western Kentucky 

UL Monroe 

at Florida International 
Army 

at Arkansas State 


z22zzzZ9990"NN 
BREVEREEREB 


TROY (8-5, 6-1) 
Troy, AL 
$.3 at Bowling Green 
$.12 at Florida 
S.19 UAB 
$.26 at Arkansas State 
0.6 Middle Tennessee S.5 atNotre Dame 
0.17 atFlorida International | S19 at Colorado State 
0.24 NorthTexas S.25 Missouri 
0.31 UL Monroe 0.3 UNLV 
N.7 at Western Kentucky 0.9 Louisiana Tech 
N.14 at Arkansas 0.17 at Utah State 
N.21 Florida Atlantic ne al 
poli heat at pebaat ats ccta N.8 at San Jose State 
WESTERN KENTUCKY (2-10, 0-0) N.14 Fresno State 
Bowling Green, KY N.21 at New Mexico State 
S.5  atTennessee N. 27 at Boise State 
S.12 South Florida NEW MEXICO STATE (209 127) 
S19 cena driansas ‘NEW MEXICO STATE (3-8 1-7) 
S.26 at Navy ; S.5 Idaho 
0.10 Florida International S.12 Prairie View A&M | 
0.17 UL Lafayette S.19 UTEP 
0.24 at Middle Tennessee 5.26 at New Mexico 
0.31 at North Texas 0.3 at San Diego State 
N.7 Troy 0.10 Utah State 
N.14 at UL Monroe 0.17 at Louisiana Tech 
N. 28 at Florida Atlantic 0.24 Fresno State 
D.3 Arkansas State 0.31 at Ohio State 
- N.14 at Hawaii 
= N.21 Nevada 
BOISE STATE (12-1, 8-0) N. 28 at San Jose State 
Boise, ID D.5 at Boise State 
$.3 Oregon 
S.12 Miami (OH) wen 
S.18 at Fresno State $.5  atUSC 
S.26 at Bowling Green S.12 Utah 
0.3 UC Davis $,19 at Stanford 
0.14 atTulsa S.26 Cal Poly 
0.24 at Hawaii 0.10 Idaho 
0.31 San Jose State | 0.17 at Fresno State 
N.6 at Louisiana Tech 0.31 at Boise State 
N.14 Idaho N.8 Nevada 
N.20 at Utah State N.14_ at Utah State 
a7 esos N28 New Mexico State 
D5: » Romero Sa D.5 at Louisiana Tech 
FRESNO STATE (7-6, 4-4) UTAH STATE (3-9, 3-5) 
$5 UCDavis Ne heh 
S.12 at Wisconsin $.19 atTexas ASM 
S.18 Boise State S.26 Southern Utah 
S.26 at Cincinnati 0.2 atBYU 
0.10 at Hawaii 0.10 at New Mexico State 
0.17 San Jose State 0.17 Nevada 
0.24 at New Mexico State 0.24 Louisiana Tech 
0.31 Utah State | 0.31 at Fresno State 
N.7  atIdaho | N7 at Hawaii 
N.14 at Nevada N.14 San Jose State 
N. 21 Louisiana Tech N.20 Boise State 
D.5 at Illinois N. 28 at Idaho 
3° INIT | 
HAWAII (7-7, 5-3) a 
Honolulu, Ht 
S.4 — Central Arkansas cal 
S.12 #atWashington State | $3, al Eastern Michigan 
oe ha | S19. Ball State 
i at Louisiana Tech | 5.26 at Jowa State 
0.10 Fresno State 0.3 Tulane 
0.17" at Idaho 0.10 Vanderbilt 
0.24 Boise State 0.17 atTemple 
0.31 at Nevada 0.23 Rutgers 
N.7 Utah State N.7 at Air Force 
N.14 New Mexico State N.14 VMI 
N.21 at San Jose State N. 21 at North Texas 
N. 28 Navy D.12 #Navy 
D.5 Wisconsin #Philadelphia, PA 
#Seattle, WA NAVY | 
IDAHO iz is, MD 
raehaR % S.5 at Ohio State 
S.5 at New Mexico State ong Louisiana Tech 
: 19 at Pittsburgh 
$.12 at Washington 5.26 Western Kentucky 
S.19 San Diego State 0.2 Air Force 
S.26 at Northern Illinois 0.10 atRice 
0.3 Colorado State 0.17 at SMU 
0.10 at San Jose State 0.24 Wake Forest 
0.17 Hawaii 0.31 Temple 
0.24 at Nevada N.7 at Notre Dame 
0.31 Louisiana Tech N.14 Delaware 
N.7 Fresno State N.28 at Hawaii 
N.14 at Boise State D.12  #Army 
N. 28 Utah State 
LOUISIANA TECH (8-5, 5-3) NOTRE DAME (7-6) 
Ruston, | Bend, IN 
$.5 at Auburn | SS) Nevada 
S.12 at Navy | $.12 at Michigan 
S.19 Nichalls State CEA peeks 
sO) Howe 0.3. Washington 
0.9 at Nevada oi usc” 
. mt berlin 0.24 Boston College 
0.31 #Washington State 
0.31 at Idaho N.7 Navy 
N.6 Boise State N.14 at Pittsburgh 
N.14 at LSU N.21 Connecticut 
N.21 at Fresno State N.28 at Stanford 
D.5 San Jose State #San Antonio, TX 
ATHLONSPORTS.COM 81 


kay, you don’t just pull into a parking 
0 spot, open the trunk, throw outa cou- 

ple of chairs and have a sandwich. 
That's not tailgating. That's killing time. 

Tailgating takes some planning and 
thought — even if your parking lot party in- 
cludes just a handful of people. 

No matter how big your tailgate party is, 
there are some basic setup tips that will make 
your life easier and ensure that your guests 
have fun. The first one is the flow triangle. 

This starts with the grill. Make sure that it’s 
set up outside the main tailgating area and 
away from your tent, if you have one. This 
will keep your guests out of the smoke and 
prevent them from crowding the cook. 

Make sure the cook has his own prep table, 
cooler for food, and trash can. This is impor- 
tant for food safety and preventing cross-con- 
tamination, and for making sure the cook has 
space to do his thing. After all, eating is one of 
the main features of your tailgate party. 

The second point on the flow triangle is the 
serving table. This should be in the main tail- 
gating area and under a tent if possible. Make 
sure it’s big enough to hold the food and serv- 
ing utensils, while providing space for guests 
to put their drinks and such while serving 
themselves. Be sure to have a trash can nearby. 

The last point on the flow triangle is the 
bar. It should have its own table, cooler and 
trash can. 

Now that you have the basic layout in place, 
it’s time to decide what you need to have for 
your guests. 

[already talked about tables, but make sure 
the ones you bring have locking mechanisms 
on the legs. The potato salad just isn’t as good 
after it’s been scraped up off the pavement. 


You'll need chairs, too. Now, you dont need 
one for each guest — after all, tailgate parties 
are traditionally stand-up affairs — but you 
do want to have some for conversation areas, 
and for guests who may not be able to stand 
for long periods of time. You know your 
crowd. There are scores of portable chairs on 
the market, many adorned with the logo of 
your favorite team. One of the most easily 
transported is the folding chair that fits into a 
shoulder bag. There are several brands and 
styles, including ones with drink holders. 

Other items on your need-to-have check- 
list are trash cans, plates, bowls and utensils 
(plastic is fine), serving utensils, napkins (plus 
a paperweight to hold them down), towels 
(bring several), coolers, ice (lots of it), and 
hand wipes. 

While it’s not on the need-to-have check- 
list, tents are on the great-ifyou-can-get-one 
checklist. There are several brands of easy 
setup versions. The most common are 10' x 
10'. They are an investment (most start 
around $250 and bigger ones can run $1,000 
or more), but they'll last you for years and will 
pay for themselves the first time your tailgate 
party is caught in a thunderstorm. Tents also 
elevate the status of your tailgate party and 
make it easier for people to find you. Plus, you 
can decorate them with flags and lights to 
liven up your party. 

Last, if you can swing it, don’t overlook 
your own private bathroom. Really. Several 
ultimate tailgaters are toting their own 
portable toilets to the game and are finding 
that they provide both comfort and new 
friends. Now, if you do take this step, take it 
seriously; raw sewage can be a really bad 


thing. 


Sourdough bread OFF THE BONE 


Off the Bone Oven Roasted Turkey 
Off the Bone Smoked Ham 

Melted butter 

Sliced tomato 

Sliced pepper jack cheese 
Wasabi horseradish sauce 


© Heat your grill 

¢ Lightly butter your sourdough bread with melted butter, amount 
is on you 

e Hand tear Off the Bone Turkey and Off the Bone Ham to your liking 

Place sliced tomato, pepper jack cheese, and those beautiful cuts of 
meat onto your buttered bread with a spread of the wasabi 
horseradish sauce 

e Place on grill and cook until cheese is melted and bread is lightly 
toasted, about 5-8 minutes 

e Use the wasabi sauce to dip 


uisville: Tim Clark/Athion Sports 


FSU: Courtland Richards; Tennessee, 
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at Z BON. 


If it’s not 


Off the Bone, 
its not a Sandwich. 


Make a better sandwich with Off The Bone Homestyle Carved Lunchmeats. Extra thick 
and hearty slices of smoked ham, honey ham and oven roasted turkey, just the way you’d 
Carve it at home. Now available in Golden Smoked Turkey and Brown Sugar Ham. 
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| ries in 08. James Aldridge is the power back, which is why he’s getting some time at 


hen you've lost nine straight bowl games spanning a decade-and-a-half, 
a victory over a mediocre Hawaii team is cause for celebration, particu- 
larly when you've lost more regular-season games in a two-year span (15) 
than at any point in the school’s storied football history. 


“After the butt-kicking we took against Southern Cal, which was after a home loss 
to Syracuse, everyone expected us to lay down and get the crap beat out of us,” says Lrish 
head coach Charlie Weis of his team’s 49-21 Hawaii Bowl victory on Christmas Eve. 

“Everyone but us. We didn’t believe that.” 

Now it’s time for Notre Dame to convince the rest of the college football world that 
it’s back and ready to compete with the big boys. After all, Notre Dame participated in 
back-to-back BCS games under Weis in his first two years at his alma mater. 

They took “butt-kickings” in those games against Ohio State and LSU, too. But with 
a favorable schedule, an experienced offense led by junior quarterback Jimmy Clausen, 
a set of big-play receivers, and a veteran, deep and talented back seven on defense, any- 
thing short of a New Year's Day bowl game would be a disappointment. 


QUARTERBACKS After an injury-plagued freshman season when a lack of overall 
strength affected his performance, Clausen emerged as a future star in ’08 with 25 
touchdown passes and 3,172 yards. He still showed his youth at times, throwing 17 
interceptions. But he completed 60.9 percent of 
Notre Dame had a 14-point lead 
at halftime of the four-overtime 
home loss to Pittsburgh. 
The Irish also blew a 13-point 
lead in a home loss to Syracuse. 


his passes, including a near-flawless 22-of-26 

performance for 401 yards and five touch- 

downs in the one-sided bowl victory over 

Hawaii, Now it’s time for Clausen, a rock-solid 

217 pounds, to minimize the mistakes and put 
together more performances like the one against Hawaii. Clausen exploited bad sec- 
ondaries in '08. Can he do the same against the higher-ranked competition? Yes, if he 
continues the maturation process. But Weis didn’t believe that Clausen carried himself 
with the demeanor of a leader in 08. He didn’t care for the way Clausen would isolate 
himself on the sideline after a bad play. “Great quarterbacks are guys that the whole 
team has confidence in,” says Weis, who coached ‘Tom Brady in the NFL and Brady 
Quinn in South Bend. 
the same person when things go right and things go wrong,” Clausen says. 
level-headed and act the same. ‘Tes going to be hard, It’s not easy changing.” 


RUNNING BACKS There is no shortage of bodies, but finding a standout hasn't been 
easy. Junior Armando Allen (585 yards, 4.4 per carry) has the most speed but has yet 
to break a run longer than 21 yards i in 220 rushing attempts. Robert Hughes provides 
the best combination of power and speed, but averaged only 3.4 yards on his 112 car- 


“That's one of the things coach said | needed to work on, to be 
“Just stay 


fullback. Jonas Gray, just a sophomore, has several roadblocks clogging the path to 
playing time. Two freshmen — Cierre Wood and Theo Riddick — have running styles 
that resemble Allen’s. 


RECEIVERS Golden Tate (58 catches, 1,080 yards, 10 TDs) and Michael Floyd (48- 
719-7) emerged as big play threats a la Jeff Samardzija, Rhema McKnight and Mau- 
rice Stovall from 2005-06. If those two can inspire veterans Duval Kamara and Robby 
Parris to maximize their skills, or if redshirt freshmen John Goodman and Deion 
Walker emerge, the Irish would add depth to their explosiveness at receiver. Freshman 
Shaquelle Evans could crack the rotation. Tight end Kyle Rudolph put up impressive 
numbers for a true freshman. The unit is deeper and more talented with the return of 
Joseph Fauria and Mike Ragone. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN Is the same ol’ Irish jig for the Notre Dame offensive linemen 
until they put together a solid season. They are talented but have been unproductive and 
inconsistent up to this point. One area where the Irish improved dramatically was pass 
protection after allowing an incredible 56 sacks in 07. But the running game (109.7 
yards per game, 3.3 per carry) remains a work in progress. “I expected us to be better 
running the ball, and I think we'll be better running the ball,” Weis says. There is no 
shortage of big names from yesterday's recruiting headlines. There's right tackle Sam 
Young and the return of fifth- -year senior Paul Duncan on the left side, center Dan 
Wenger, and guards Eric Olsen, Chris Stewart and Trevor Robinson, who could end up 
at tackle if he proves to be one of the five best offensive linemen. Offensive line coach 
Frank Verducci was brought in to help remedy the situation. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN This is hands down the most critical concern on the team, 
which could be the difference between a 10-victory year and another minor bowl bid. 
It'll be up to up-and-comers like sophomore tackle/end Ethan Johnson, probably the 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT 
THE FIGHTING IRISH 


The talent level clearly has taken a couple 
steps up under Charlie Weis, and now it’s 
starting to mature. Jimmy Clausen enjoyed 
a breakthrough sophomore season at quar- 
terback; now Weis wants the former No. 1 
recruit to emerge as more of a team leader. 
Clausen will be throwing to one of the na- 
tion’s top crops of receivers, highlighted by 
the tandem of Michael Floyd and Golden 
Tate. All that’s needed now is a rushing at- 
tack that can provide consistent balance. 
It’s up to the offensive line, which has un- 
derachieved, and a highly touted yet uncer- 
tain set of halfbacks who have yet to 
distinguish themselves. The defensive back 
seven is as talented and as deep as the 
Trish have been in about a decade-and-a- 
half. But the defensive line is untested and 
short on star quality. How that unit up front 
performs likely will go a long way toward 
determining just how successful a season 
this will be for the Irish. It should be better 
than the 7-6 season in ’08. But with 15 
losses in the last two seasons, skepticism 
wins out over optimism until further notice. 
A very manageable schedule could help re- 
verse that as early as September. 


ae 


Jimmy Clausen, QB Junior could turn ina 
monster season on the heels of a 25-touch- 
down, 3,172-yard sophomore effort. 
Golden Tate/ Michael Floyd, WR This dy- 
namic duo really spreads the field. Com- 
bined for 106 catches and 17 TDs in ’08. 
Brian Smith, LB A leader even as a young- 
ster, this Irish junior moves to Will line- 
backer, where he will roam from sideline to 
sideline making tackles. 


KEY LOSSES 

Maurice Crum Jr, LB Crum was a two- 
time captain with leadership qualities. 
David Bruton, FS Ball-hawking, playmak- 
ing free safety led the team in intercep- 
tions and finished second in tackles. 

Mike Turkovich,T Stepped up big time and 
played well above his previous level as a 
senior in 2008. 
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: NOTRE DAME GB 


most physically gifted among the defensive linemen, junior Ian Williams, and untested redshirt 
freshmen Kapron Lewis-Moore (end) and Hafis Williams (tackle). Junior Kerry Neal and senior 
Morrice Richardson could be the keys to Notre Dame's success and/or failure in ’09. “With young 
defensive linemen, you have to make sure that when you're bringing heat as much as we're bring- 
2 > : » . é . 

ing heat, you don’t let them run the ball right by you,” says Weis, acknowledging the double-edged 
sword of co-defensive coordinator Jon Tenuta’s ultra-aggressive defense. “Discipline in the run lanes 
is one thing you just can’t fall asleep on. You can’t run to a spot and then all of a sudden, there’s the 


running back going by you.” 


OFFENSE (10) 
WR 3 Michael Floyd (So.) 
WR 23 Golden Tate (ur.) 

LT 72 Paul Duncan (Sr.) 
LG 55 Eric Olsen (Sr.) 

C 51 Dan Wenger (Sr.) 
RG 59 Chris Stewart (Sr.) 
RT 74 Sam Young (Sr.) 

TE 9 Kyle Rudolph (So.) 
QB 7 Jimmy Clausen (ur) 
FB 34 James Aldridge (Sr.) 
HB 5 Armando Allen (Jr.) 


DEFENSE (5) 

DE 9 Ethan Johnson (So.) 
DT 79 Hafis Williams (Fr) 
NT 95 Ian Williams (Jr.) 
DE 56 Kerry Neal (ur.) 

SLB 45 Darius Fleming (So.) 
MLB 49 Toryan Smith (Sr.) 
WLB 58 Brian Smith (Jr) 
CB 2 Darrin Walls (Sr.) 
CB 12 Robert Blanton (So.) 
SS 28 Kyle McCarthy (Sr.) 
FS 22 Harrison Smith (ur.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 14 Brandon Walker (ur) 
P 43 Eric Maust (Sr.) 


DEPTH CHART 


18 Duval Kamara (ur.) 
82 Robby Parris (Sr.) 
77 Matt Romine (Jr) 
76 Andrew Nuss (Jr.) 
52 Braxston Cave (So.) 
78 Trevor Robinson (So.) 
75 Taylor Dever (Jr) 
83 Mike Ragone (Jr.) 
10 Dayne Crist (So.) 
30 Steve Paskorz (Jr) 
33 Robert Hughes (Jr) 


53 Morrice Richardson (Sr) 

91 Emeka Nwankwo (Jr) 

93 Paddy Mullen (Sr) 

89 Kapron Lewis-Moore (Fr) 

41 Scott Smith (Sr.) 
Manti Te’o (Fr:) 

46 Steve Filer (So,) 

8 Raeshon McNeil (Sr.) 
26 Jamoris Slaughter (So.) 
31 Sergio Brown (Sr.) 

15 Dan McCarthy (So.) 


KR 5 Armando Allen (Jr) 
PR 23 Golden Tate (ur) 


LINEBACKERS This is perhaps the deepest 
and most talented this unit has been since 
midway through the Lou Holtz era, although 
the linebacking corps lacks experience follow- 
ing the loss of four-year starter and two-time 
captain Maurice Crum Jr. Junior Brian Smith 
ascends to the leadership role at weak-side line- 
backer. Senior Toryan Smith emerged late last 
fall in place of an injured Brian Smith at Mike 
linebacker. Sophomore Darius Fleming, who 
showed star quality as a true freshman defen- 
sive end, moves to strong-side linebacker, 
where he can maximize his athletic skills and 
pass rush ability. Promising youngsters such as 
Steve Filer and Zeke Motta will push fifth-year 
senior Scott Smith for playing time on the 
strong side. Manti Te'o, the crown jewel of the 
incoming recruiting class, should make a 
splash this fall after turning down Pete Carroll 
and USC to play at Notre Dame. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS Even with the loss of 
safety David Bruton and cornerback Terrail 
Lambert, the Irish secondary has the makings 
of a top-notch unit. Cornerback is a strength 
with three capable starters in Raeshon McNeil, 
Robert Blanton and Darrin Walls, the latter of 
whom returns to the squad after leaving for 
personal reasons. Harrison Smith, who ex- 
celled at outside linebacker in ’08, mitigates 
the departure of Bruton with his move to free 


safety. Kyle McCarthy, who seamlessly replaced Tom Zbikowski at strong safety last year with a 
team-leading 110 tackles, returns for a fifth year. Linebacker-like safety Sergio Brown is the fifth 
defensive back in nickel situations. 


SPECIALISTS Brandon Walker's final field goal numbers from "08 are deceiving. He finished 14- 
of-24 while making all 39 of his extra-point attempts. But he converted 13-of-17 field goals down 
the stretch, including four field goals in a four-overtime loss to Pittsburgh. The Irish will be look- 
ing for more consistency out of punter Eric Maust, who averaged a disappointing 41.1 yards per 
attempt. Notre Dame's return game was, by and large, below average during the ’08 regular sea- 
son. But Allen's 96-yard kickoff return in the Hawaii Bowl could be the start of a resurgence in the 
return game. Tate has game-breaking skills as a punt returner as well. The Irish also return Mike 
Anello, the former walk-on who made an incredible 23 tackles on the punt and kickoff coverage 
units last year. 


SCOUTING THE FIGHTING IRISH 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP NOTRE DAME “It’s amazing to see the attitude the team has after getting 
into a bowl and being successful in a bowl. The idea they can be good is so much more prevalent 
because of the success of that bow! game. The player you look at first is the quarterback (Jimmy 
Clausen). He’s grown up, and that’s a big plus. He’s got them going. ... The running backs have 
gotten better, but no one stands out. I don’t know if there’s a great receiver. Golden Tate is good, 
but he plays baseball, too. The offensive line is making progress. ... There’s no superstar on this 
team, but linebacker Brian Smith is special. He could play inside or outside. He could probably 
play any position on the field. ... I think this could be a good football team, but it doesn’t have a 
strong supporting cast. But you don’t need that if you can make them play like a team. ... 
Clausen has all the tools. He has the potential to be a scary player for them, but he won’t be one 
of the game’s best if he doesn’t cut down on the costly turnovers.” 


OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


Take your pick Weis wants junior half- 
back Robert Hughes to make up his mind. 
“Either lose weight or play big,” says 
Weis of the 5'11", 237-pounder who aver- 
aged just 3.4 yards per carry in ’08. “If 
he wants to be Jerome Bettis, he doesn’t 
have to lose any weight. But if he’s going 
to be big, I expect that style of play.” 


Hall of Fame credentials He may just be 
a graduate assistant, but he gets the re- 
spect of an NFL Hall of Famer, which for- 
mer Irish and San Francisco 49er great 
Bryant Young will be some day. Young, 37, 
returned to his alma mater this fall after 
a 14-year stint in the NFL. “One thing I 
really like about Bryant is that he gets in 
there on specific drills and shows them 
how to do it,” Weis says. “Because he’s 
done it for so long, the players know they 
better pay attention because here’s a guy 
who did it at the highest level.” 


Competitive spirit Cornerback Robert 
Blanton never lacked confidence, but it 
skyrocketed when he held his own 
against USC’s receivers last year. “When 
he went against those guys in the Coli- 
seum, he was one of the most competi- 
tive players on the field,” Weis says. 


MICHAEL FLOYD 


RISING STAR 


The motor never — 
stops running on 
Hafis Williams, a 
6'1", 302-pound 
redshirt freshman 
defensive tackle 
who was a nui- 
sance to the of- 
fensive starters 
as a member of 
the ’08 scout 
team. This year, 
he turns his aggression on the Irish’s 
opposition. 


Ric Fogel 
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QUARTERBACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN _DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
15 Castello, Brian 62/191 ur Pittsburgh, PA 98 Cwynar, Sean 6-4/282 So. McHenry, IL 
7 Clausen, Jimmy 63/217 Jr. Westlake Village, CA 9 Johnson, Ethan 64/275 So, Portland, OR 
10 Crist, Dayne 6-4/233 Fr. Sherman Oaks,CA 89 Lewis-Moore,Kapron  6-4/257_ Fr. Weatherford, TX 
16 Montana, Nate 6-4/200 Fr. Concord,CA 93 Mullen, Paddy 63/300 Sr. St. Louis, MO 
17 Mulvey, Matthew 6-3/195 So. DelMar,CA 56 Neal, Kerry 6-2/246 Jr. Bunn, NC 
99 Newman, Brandon 61/310 Fr Louisville, KY 
RUNNING BACKS HUW Ge HOMETOWN 91 Nwankwo, Emeka 6-4/295 dr. Miramar, FL 
34 Aldridge, James 60/225 Sr. St. Louis, MO : ; 
61 Quintana, Martin 61/250 Sr Berwyn, IL 
5 Allen, Armando 510/195 dr. Opa Locka, FL 53. Richa : 
cate rdson, Morrice 6-2/255 Sr. College Park, GA 
86 Burger, Bobby 6-3/242 Sr. Cincinnati, OH nee 
: 62 Skubis, Christopher 62/223 dr. Clarence, NY 
25 Gray, Jonas 5-10/230 So. Beverly Hills, MI - 5 
79 Williams, Hafis 61/302 Fr. Elizabeth, NU 
33 Hughes, Robert > Be Chicago,IL 95 Wiliams, Lan 6-2/310 dr. Altamonte Springs, FL 
47 Narvaez, Mike 5-11/231 Sr. Ridgewood, NU 4 . 5} 
37 Noel, Eras 58/190 Ur. Palmdale, CA LINEBACKERS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
30 Paskorz, Steve 6-2/235 dr Allison Park, PA 63 Botsford, Steve 6-2/225 Jr. _Arlington Heights, IL 
RECEIVERS HT cL HOMETOWN 64 Burke, Tom ae Sr. New City, NY 
ae 46 Filer, Steve 63/236 So. Chicago, IL 
24 Coughlin, Brian 60/172 Sr. Oak Lawn, IL : : : 
} ; 45 Fleming, Darius 6-1/236 So. Chicago, IL 
29 Coughlin, Patrick 6-0/187 Jr Oak Lawn, IL 
" 54 McDonald, Anthony 61/225 So. Sherman Oaks, CA 
3 Floyd, Michael 63/215 So. St Paul, MN 59 Oxley, Sean 6-2/220 So. Avon Lake, OH 
42 Franco, Dan 5-10/188 Sr. Granger, IN 2 A : ar 
36 Posluszny, David 60/220 ‘Fr. Aliquippa, PA 
21 Gallup dr, Barry 5-11/200 Sr. Wellesley, MA Hh Be If 
ps ; 58 Smith, Brian 63/245 Jt. Overland Park, KS 
29 Garcia, Michael 61/178 dr. Colorado Springs,Co 4) Smith, Scott 63/235 Sr. Highland Park, IL 
81 Goodman, John 63/197 Fr Fort Wayne, IN 49 Smith, Toryan 61/244 Sr Rome, GA 
. Revhogirclaat ie ree . . pees 97. Wade, Kallen 65/255 Sr. Cincinnati, OH 
miny, Derry i louston, 
8. Jackson, Richard 63/205 Sr Minneola, FL DEFENSIVE BACKS HIWT CL HOMETOWN 
18 Kamara, Duval 65/219 Je Hoboken, Nu 37 Anello, Mike 5-10/170 Sr. Orlando Park, IL 
82. Parris, Robby 63/210 St Olmsted Falls, 0H 38 Bathon, Chris 510/192 St Pleasantville, NY 
23 Tate, Golden 511/195 Jr Hendersonville,TN 12 Blanton, Robert 61/180 So. Matthews, NC 
85 Vos, Sam 510/199 Sr Burlington, wr 32 Brown, Sergio 62/205 St Maywood, IL 
1 Walker, Deion 62/188 Fr Christchurch, VA 29 Garcia, Michael S-1/178; Jf. Colorado Springs, CO 
19 West, George 5-8/196 Sr Spencer, 0K 22 Gaines, Jashaad 60/202 Sr Las Vegas, NV 
: 24 Gordon, Leonard 5-11/187 So. Clarksville, TN 
TIGHT ENDS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN = 4 Gray, Gary 511/188 Ue Columbia, SC 
87 Fauria, Joseph 6-7/245 So. Encino, CA 6 Herring, Ray 510/198 Sr. Melbourne, FL 
83. Ragone, Mike 65/251 dr. Cherry Hill, NJ 15. McCarthy, Dan 6-2/200 Fr Youngstown, OH 
9 Rudolph, Kyle 6-6/252 So. Cincinnati,OH 28 McCarthy, Kyle 60/203 Sr. Youngstown, OH 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HT/WT CL HOMETOWN —_8 McNeil, Raeshon 60/190 Sr. Cooleemee, NC 
52 Cave, Braxston 63/315 Fr. Mishawaka, IN 35. Plaska, Andrew S-L/181 So. Zeeland, MI 
73 Clelland, Lane 65/281 Fr Owings Mills, MD 30. Redshaw, James 59/170 Jt. North Huntingdon, PA 
75 Dever, Taylor 65/308 ue Grass Valley, CA 39 Sheehan, Ryan 510/169 Jr Purcellville, VA 
72. Duncan, Paul 67/308 Sr. Dallas, GA 26 Slaughter, Jamoris 60/182 Fr Tucker, GA 
62. Flavin, Bill 63/252 dr Darien, IL 22 Smith, Harrison 62/212 Je Knowville, TN 
57 Golic Jr, Mike 63/280 Fr  WestHartford,ct 40 Smith, Thomas 1/201 J. Manchester, CT 
65. Hernandez, Mike 62/275 Fr —_LosAngeles,ca 4 Stull, oshua 58/18). Sc Brownsburg, IN 
71 Mahoney, Dennis 66/290 Fr. Baltimore, MD Walls, Darrin 6-0/180 Sr. Pittsburgh, PA 
76 Nuss, Andrew 65/304 dr. Ashburn, VA SPECIALISTS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
55 Olsen, Eric 6-4/303 Sr Staten Island, NY 36 Bizjak, Joe (K) 6-2/165 Sr. Kokomo, IN 
78 Robinson, Trevor 65/301 So. Elkhorn, NE 39 Burkhart, Ryan (K) 5-11/190 Sr. Wakarusa, IN 
70 Romine, Matt 65/292 dr Tulsa,OK 50 Kavanagh, Ryan (lS) 63/180 So. ‘Wilmington, DE 
59 Stewart, Chris 65/337 Sr. Spring, TX 43 Maust, Eric (P) 6-2/177 Sr. Atlanta, GA 
51 Wenger, Dan 6-4/302 Sr Coral Springs,FL 48 Ruffer, David (K) 6-1/180 ur. Oakton, VA 
74 Young, Sam 68/330 Sr Coral Springs, FL 14 Walker, Brandon (K) 63/202 dr. Findlay, OH 
EJ. Banks DB 5-11 181 Pittsburgh, PA Zeke Motta LB 6-2 207 Vero Beach, FL 
Alex Bullard OL 6-3 275 Franklin, TN Theo Riddick RB 5-10 185 Manville, NJ 
Carlo Calabrese LB 6-2 225 Verona, NJ Tyler Stockton DL 6-1 290 Linwood, NJ 
Jordan Cowart LS 6-2 255 Plantation, FL Nick Tausch K 6-1 180 Plano, TX 
Tyler Eifert TE 6-6 220 Fort Wayne, IN Manti Te’o LB 6-2 225 ‘ Laie, HI 
Shaquelle Evans WR 6-1 203 Inglewood,CA Roby Toma WR 5-9 175 Laie, HI 
Dan Fox LB 6-4 219 Rocky River, OH Ben Turk P 6-0 190 Davie, FL 
dake Golic TE 6-4 220 Avon, CT — Chris Watt OL 6-3 280 Glen Ellyn, IL 
Zach Martin OL 6-5 270 Indianapolis, IN Cierre Wood RB 6-0 192 Oxnard, CA 


The Irish took a step back after back-to-back top 10 classes, but solid efforts at linebacker, along the offensive line, 
and at running back and receiver made this a top 15-20 haul. The 11th hour signing of linebacker Manti Te’o gave the 
Trish a rousing finish. Offensive linemen Chris Watt, Alex Bullard and Zach Martin all appear to be legitimate four-star 
prospects. Running backs Cierre Wood and Theo Riddick offer the breakaway capability that Armando Allen brought in 
(but hasn’t lived up to) two years ago. Shaquelle Evans would shock no one if he put himself into the mix at wide re- 
ceiver. The Fighting Irish fell well short of their goals along the defensive line, where only Tyler Stockton arrives in the 
Class of 2013. 


2009 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 5 Nevada 
Sept. 12 at Michigan 
Sept. 19 Michigan State 
Sept. 26 at Purdue 
Oct. 3 Washington 
Oct. 17 USC 

Oct. 24 Boston College 
Oct. 31 vs. Wash. State (San Antonio) 
Nov. 7 Navy 

Nov. 14 at Pittsburgh 
Nov. 21 Connecticut 
Nov. 28 at Stanford 


HEAD COACH: CHARLIE WEIS 

RECORD AT SCHOOL: 29-21 (4 YEARS) 
CAREER RECORD: 29-21 (4 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: CHARLIE WEIS 
CO-DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
CORWIN BROWN, JON TENUTA 
LOCATION: SOUTH BEND, IND. 
STADIUM: NOTRE DAME STADIUM (80,795) 


2008 RESULTS 
RECORD: (7-6) 
DATE OPPONENT RESULT SCORE 


Sept. 6 San Diego State WwW 21-13 
Sept.13 Michigan Ww 35-17 
Sept. 20 at Michigan State L 7-23 
Sept.27 Purdue W 38-21 
| Oct. 4 Stanford Ww 28-21 
Oct. 11 at North Carolina L 24-29 
Oct. 25 at Washington WwW 33= 7 
Nov. 1 Pittsburgh L (ot) 33-36 
Nov. 8 at Boston College L 0-17 
Nov. 15 vs. Navy W 27-21 
Nov. 22 Syracuse L 23-24 
Nov. 29 at USC L 3-38 
Dec. 24 #Hawaii Ww 49-21 


#Hawaii Bowl 


2008 
INDIVIDUAL STATS 


PASSING ATT COMP) §YDS TD INT 
Jimmy Clausen 440 268 3,172 25 17 
RUSHING Al YDS AVG 1D 
Armando Allen 134 585 44 3 
RobertHughes 112 382 34 4 
James Aldridge 91 357 3.9 3 
RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 
Golden Tate 58 1,080 18.6 10 
Armando Allen SOF 2355.5 72: 
Michael Floyd 48 719 15.0 7 
David Grimes elo cya aS Ss: 


Kicking: Brandon Walker, 14-24 FGs, 39-39 XPs, 
81 points 

Tackles: Kyle McCarthy, 110; David Bruton, 97 
Sacks: Three players tied with 3.5 

Interceptions: David Bruton, 4 


Returning Players in Bold 
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he rules are simple. Just like 
in any pick-up game, the 
USC football team gets to 
hold court until it loses. 
Doesn't matter how many of their players leave early for the NFL 
Draft or if every last Pete Carroll assistant coach packs up and bolts for 
Washington, the Trojans are the Pac-10 preseason favorites until they stumble, 
and this hasn’t happened for seven consecutive seasons now. USC returns prac- 
tically its entire offensive unit, welcoming back nine starters, with one notable ex- 
ception. The Trojans need to find a dependable quarterback, hoping one-time 
Arkansas transfer Mitch Mustain is up to the task. Defensively, the Trojans have 
several holes to fill — except in the secondary, which is headed by superlative 


All-America safety Taylor Mays. This program has a bottomless well in terms of 


talent, and even though last season’s offensive coordinator Steve Sarkisian and 
defensive coordinator Nick Holt are in Seattle rebuilding the woebegone Huskies, 
it still has Carroll, too. 

California and Oregon State boast the league’s top running backs in Jahvid Best 
and Jacquizz Rodgers, respectively, but are in desperate need of capable line- 
backers. Oregon is experiencing a coaching transition for the first time in 15 sea- 
sons, turning to offensive coordinator Chip Kelly after Mike Bellotti was 
promoted to athletic director, which might require an adjustment period. Arizona 
State and UCLA are both very strong at linebacker but must contend with quar- 
terback instability. Stanford could be better than seventh place mainly because Jim 
Harbaugh is a proven coach. 

Arizona, finally a bowl team again, might have to start over now that the Willie 
Tuitama era has come to an end. Washington, with a healthy Jake Locker at quar- 
terback and Sarkisian to school him, wins its first game in two seasons, doesn’t 
it? Washington State still needs a lot of help. 


THE MEN OF TROY ARE AFTER THEIR EIGHTH-STRAIGHT PAC-10 TITLE. 


PREDICTED 
ORDER OF FINISH » 
PAC-10 

1. USC 

2. CALIFORNIA 

. OREGON 

. OREGON STATE 
. ARIZONA STATE 
. UCLA 

. STANFORD 

. ARIZONA 

. WASHINGTON 


WOON AO OB W 


KEY GAMES » 


Sept.12 Idaho at Washington 

With a loss to LSU in the opener very likely, the Huskies figure to take 
a 15-game losing streak — longest in the nation — up against the vis- 
iting Vandals. 


Sept.12 USC at Ohio State 

The Trojans made a loud statement with a 35-3 beatdown at the Col- 
iseum last September. Can they dominate the Buckeyes in their own 
backyard this time around? 


Sept.12 UCLA at Tennessee 
It's Rick Neuheisel against Lane Kiffin, two of the most outspoken 
coaches in the college game. This should be fun. 


Sept.19 USC at Washington 

Time to see what kind of payback Pete Carroll has in store for his for- 
mer offensive coordinator, Steve Sarkisian, who pilfered a few other 
members of the USC football staff after taking the Washington job. 


Sept.26 Arizona State at Georgia 

Dennis Erickson's Sun Devils team got pushed around at home last 
season by these southerners. Will his new quarterback be ready for 
the rematch in Athens? 


Oct.3 USC at California 
USC is always wary of this trip, having dropped two of its past five 
games in Berkeley. 


Oct.24 Oregon State at USC 

The Trojans no doubt will show up in a full lather to avenge last sea- 
son's 27-21 upset in Corvallis, but will their rebuilt defense be enough 
to contain Beavers tailback Jacquizz Rodgers? 


Nov. 7 USC at Arizona State 
The Sun Devils had a rare mediocre season under Erickson’s direction, 
but should be a lot tougher, particularly at home. 


Nov.21 California at Stanford 
The battle of the Bay Area features the third-year rubber match be- 
tween Jim Harbaugh and Jeff Tedford. 


Nov. 28 UCLA at USC 

Rick Neuheisel promised that the Trojans’ L.A monopoly was over in 
printed ads last season, and then failed to deliver. The Bruins’ coach 
gets another shot. 


Dec.5 Oregon State at Oregon 
The Civil War will take on a different look, with Chip Kelly taking over 
for Mike Bellotti on the Ducks’ sideline. 


90 ATHLON® SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2009 


—_ 


S$ 


10. WASHINGTON STATE Jv > 


Peter Brouillet 


KKK KK 


FIVE STAR 


BRETT FAVRE 
IN WRANGLER RELAXED FIT 


4 


Bee a Wrangl 
ee Os 


PAC- 10 
NOTEBOOK 


QUARTERBACK CAROUSEL » 

Note to the recession-weary: Bring a résumé. Pac-10 football has job 
openings. Mention the word “quarterback” and people start lining up 
around the block from Pullman, Wash., to Tucson, Ariz. Never has this 
conference had so many possible openings at a position it always has 
considered sacred and stable. 

“The competition for the starting quarterback job will be as wide 
open as we've ever seen it,” says USC coach Pete Carroll, forced to find 
a replacement for early NFL entry Mark Sanchez. 

Only Washington and Oregon have quarterbacks with proven port- 
folios. At the same time, junior Jake Locker returns to the Huskies after 
missing most of 2008 with a broken thumb, plus he has a new coach, 
Steve Sarkisian, to deal with. Junior Jeremiah Masoli, a 10-game starter 
for the Ducks last season, must contend with a healthy Nate Costa and 
Justin Roper, players he once backed up, plus he likewise has a new 
head coach, Chip Kelly. 

Arizona and Arizona State must replace four-year starter Willie 
Tuitama and 43-game starter Rudy Carpenter, respectively, with 
untested talent. California, Stanford and UCLA have first-team quar- 
terbacks returning in Kevin Riley, Tavita Pritchard and Kevin Craft, 
but none of these guys has a guarantee after they each struggled might- 
ily at times. Consider the Bruins’ Craft, a 12-game starter in 2008: He 
completed 232 passes, the second-most in school history, but he also set 
a school record by throwing 20 interceptions. 

“We have to play the quarterback position better than we did a year 
ago,” says UCLA coach Rick Neuheisel, who will take long looks at 
Kevin Prince, Chris Forcier and Richard Brehaut. 

Injuries forced Washington State to use five quarterbacks last season. 
The Cougars’ top returning candidate, sophomore Marshall Lobbestael, 
has had to contend with knee surgery recovery and deal with a sus- 
pension for an underage drinking incident. 

At Oregon State, senior Lyle Moevao, an 11-game starter in 2008, 
was forced to have offseason surgery to repair his right (throwing) 
shoulder. He will have to hold off fellow senior Sean Canfield, a nine- 
game starter in 2007 who had shoulder surgery of his own the previ- 
ous offseason. 

At USC, Carroll ultimately will choose from among one-time 
Arkansas transfer Mitch Mustain, little-used senior Garrett Green, 
sophomore Aaron Corp and incoming freshman Matt Barkley. This 
group does not exactly resemble Carson Palmer, Matt Leinart, John 
David Booty and Sanchez. The coach has no deadline for naming a 
starter. He's prepared for anything. 

“We'll wait it out,” Carroll says. “We'll let the information tell the 
story. If it becomes clear, it becomes clear. If it doesn’t, it doesn't.” 


BURFICT MAKES PERFECT » 


He was supposed to go to USC. Isn't everybody? However, the mid- 
dle linebacker with the unique name, Vontaze Burfict, and rare talent 
— he’s been compared to Ray Lewis — changed his mind and signed 
with Arizona State. Suggestions have been made that the 6'3", 245- 


BIG SHOES TO FILL » 


MARK SANCHEZ @8, USC 

With Sanchez under center, USC would have been in the discusion for pre- 
season No. 1. Without him, they are only at top 5 team. Sophomore Aaron 
Corp emerged from spring atop the depth chart, but true freshman Matt 
Barkley, who participated in spring practice, was a close No. 2. 


MIKE BELLOTTI Oregon, Head Coach 

Some highly effective assistant coaches just don't make good head coaches; 
see Washington's Keith Gilbertson and Jim Lambright. Chip Kelly, the new 
boss in Eugene, has a tough act to follow — Bellotti had only one losing sea- 
son in 14 years with the Ducks. 


RUDY CARPENTER Arizona Stofe, QB 
Danny Sullivan, a fifth-year senior, hasn't inspired a lot of confidence as Car- 
penter’s successor after completing only 15-of-43 passes last season. 


REY MAUALUGA USC, L8 

Sophomore Chris Galippo has the unenviable task of replacing Maualuga, 
the Trojans’ All-American. All signs indicate he's highly capable. Galippo was 
the nation's top-ranked outside linebacker by Rivals.com coming out of 
Servite (Calif.) High School two years ago. 


WILLIE TUITAMA Arizona, QB 

For most of four seasons, Tuitama has been the man presiding over huddles 
and taking snaps. Matt Scott has thrown 11 career passes, 10 of them com- 
ing against Idaho. 


pound freshman will not only start right away for the Sun Devils but 
will also be in the running for all-conference honors of some sort. His 
combination of size, speed and attitude is the stuff of which legends 
are made. ASU coach Dennis Erickson generally takes a conservative 
approach when talking up his players, but he doesn't hold back when 
sizing up Burfict. 

“You watch him on tape, and every time he plays he dominates,” Er- 
ickson says. “When he hits you, it hurts. He's got that kind of attitude. 
I hate to put pressure on a freshman coming in because it’s a different 
game; I don’t care how good you are. But this guy is beyond his years. 
In fact, I’m going to start coaching middle linebackers now.” 


GOODBYE AND GOOD LUCK » 


Steve Sarkisian received a ringing endorsement from USC coach Pete 
Carroll once it was announced that the Trojans’ offensive coordinator 
would leave the program and become the next Washington coach. “We 
proudly send our guy off on this job,” Carroll said at the Rose Bowl. 
That happy and congratulatory tone turned a little more businesslike 
and detached once Sarkisian hired away Carroll's defensive coordinator, 
Nick Holt, and made a run at other USC assistant coaches. 

“Often when you make changes, we get stronger,” Carroll said a lit- 
tle defiantly after Holt’s unexpected departure. 

There were reports that Holt later requested USC defensive practice 
film and was turned down by Carroll. Making for an interesting re- 
union, Washington and USC will meet in the third game of the season 
and conference opener for both teams Sept. 19 in Seattle. 


CHIP SHOT » 
Oregon had the longest-serving Pac-10 football coach in Mike Bel- 


lotti, who spent 14 seasons on the job. Now the program has the newest 
one in Chip Kelly. Tempted all along to take the Ducks’ athletic direc- 
tor job, Bellotti considered quitting after Oregon’s 42—31 victory over 
Oklahoma State in the Holiday Bowl. He had second thoughts once 
the recruiting season kicked in, though he encouraged Kelly to stay put 
and not entertain other offers. In the middle of March, Bellotti finally 
made the moye upstairs and handed the team over to Kelly, who has 
never been a head coach but seems to know a lot about offense. 
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QUOTEBOARD » 


Oh my God, it’s like being at nursery school.” 
— Arizona State coach Dennis Erickson, 
after he was forced to play 10 true freshmen early last season 


6 We were respectful, but not in awe.” 
— Oregon State coach Mike Riley, after beating USC 27-21 in Corvallis 


®6 He's like the guy in Monty Python who cuts off his arm 
and says, ‘Flesh wound!” 
— UCLA coach Rick Neuheisel, 
discussing the toughness of former UCLA running back Kahlil Bell 


661 knew there was going to be some bullets thrown as 
we move through this year, and I'll take them.” 
— Washington State football coach Paul Wulff, 
after his team was riddled for 58 points or more in six games 


66 We wish him all the best, but we play him in Week 3 
next season and tell him we're coming after him.” 
— USC coach Pete Carroll, after Trojans offensive coordinator 
Steve Sarkisian accepted the Washington job 


PAC-10 COORDINATOR CAROUSEL » 
SCHOOL POSITION NEW OLD 
Cal Offensive Andy Ludwig Frank Cignetti 

Cignetti left Cal after one season to take over as the offensive coordinator at 

Pittsburgh. Ludwig has been a coordinator at Cal Poly (1997), Fresno State 

(1998-2001), Oregon (2002-04) and Utah (2005-08). He accepted a position on 

Bill Snyder's staff at Kansas State as the offensive coordinator in December 

but was lured back to the West Coast by Jeff Tedford in late February. 

UCLA Chuck Bullough 
Bullough, the Bruins’ linebackers coach the past three seasons, was elevated 
to defensive coordinator to replace Walker, the new head coach at New Mex- 
ico State. 

USC Offensive 
Morton, who served as the Trojans wide receivers coach and passing game 
coordinator, replaces Sarkisian, who is now the head coach at Pac-10 rival 
Washington. 

USC Defensive Nick Holt 
Seto, a former linebacker at USC, was the Trojans’ secondary coach the past 
three seasons and also coached linebackers, safeties and served as a gradu- 
ate assistant in his eight seasons at his alma mater. Holt bolted for Seattle to 
join Steve Sarkisian's staff at Washington. 


Defensive DeWayne Walker 


John Morton Steve Sarkisian 


Rocky Seto 


Washington Offensive Doug Nussmeier Tim Lappano 


Nussmeier, who spent last season as the offensive coordinator at Fresno 
State, was hired by new UW coach Steve Sarkisian to be the quarterbacks 
coach and passing game coordinator but was elevated to offensive coordi- 
nator after Jim Michalczik abruptly departed to take a job with the Oakland 
Raiders. 


Washington Nick Holt Ed Donatell 


Steve Sarkisian lured Holt, a former head coach at Idaho, away from his posi- 
tion as the defensive coordinator at USC. 


Defensive 
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2009 UNIT RANKINGS » 


QB RB WR/TE OL DL LB DB 
ARIZONA 6 5 2 4 5 8 4 
ARIZONA STATE 7 7 4 7 2 4 6 
CALIFORNIA 5 1 5) 2 4 6 2 
OREGON 1 Q 8 6 7 5) 5 
OREGON STATE 4 3 6 3 8 2 8 
STANFORD 9 6 9 5 6 7 7 
UCLA 8 8 3 8 3 1 3 
USC 2 2 1 1 1 3 1 
WASHINGTON 3 10 7 9 9 oe 9cl0 
WASHINGTON STATE 10 9 10 10 her tidy a 8 


TOP UNITS » 
QUARTERBACKS — Oregon 


Quarterback was a preseason question mark in Eugene last season, but Jeremiah 
Masolis emergence has the Ducks believing they can challenge for the Pac-10 title in 
2009. In his first season at Oregon, Masoli provided plenty of fireworks. He torched Ari- 
zona for five TDs (two passing, three rushing), had 274 passing yards against Ore- 
gon State and 364 total yards and four TDs against Oklahoma State in the Holiday 
Bowl. The Ducks have solid depth, with Justin Roper, Nate Costa and Darron Thomas. 


RUNNING BACKS — USC 


Although the Trojans may not have one clear workhorse in the backfield, Joe McKnight, 
Stafon Johnson and CJ. Gable all topped the 600-yard mark last season, and all return 
this year. McKnight provides big-play ability, as he averaged 7.4 yards per carry last 
season while also catching 21 passes. Gable and Johnson combined for 17 rushing 
touchdowns, and both averaged more than five yards per carry. 


RECEIVERS — USC 


Despite losing Patrick Turner, the Trojans are in great shape with the return of Damian 
Williams, Ronald Johnson, David Ausberry and tight ends Anthony McCoy and Blake 
Ayles. Williams is an Athlon preseason second-team All-American who caught a ca- 
reer-high 10 passes in the Rose Bowl. Johnson and Ausberry are expected to take the 
next step in their development this season, giving the Trojans three solid options. 
Coach Pete Carroll has stockpiled talent and future stars at this position, including 
Brice Butler, Brandon Carswell and D.J. Shoemate. 


OFFENSIVE LINE — USC 


Anchored by center Kristofer O'Dowd, the Trojans boast Athlon’s top offensive line for 
the 2009 season. USC returns all five starters from last season's unit, including left 
guard Jeff Byers, who earned second-team All-Pac-10 honors. Left tackle Charles 
Brown started all 13 games last fall, earning honorable mention All-Pac-10 honors, 
while Butch Lewis started seven games at right tackle and Alex Parsons started 10 
games at right guard. The line allowed only 18 sacks last season. 


DEFENSIVE LINE — USC 


The losses of Kyle Moore and Fili Moala are significant, but the Trojans aren't hurting 
for replacements. End Everson Griffen is primed for a breakout year after registering 
4.5 sacks last season. Redshirt freshman Nick Perry and sophomores Malik Jackson 
and Armond Armstead should compete for time, and as usual, the Trojans brought in 
talented prospects who can play right away. Even with the loss of Moala, the tackle po- 
sitions should be a strength due to the return of Christian Tupou and Jurrell Casey. 


LINEBACKERS — UCLA 


With a young offense likely to experience more growing pains this season, the Bruins 
will lean heavily on their defense. Senior Reggie Carter earned second-team All-Pac- 
10 honors last season. Joining Carter in the starting lineup are sophomore Akeem 
Ayers and senior Kyle Bosworth. Ayers earned honorable mention All-Pac-10 honors 
last season after collecting 40 tackles and four sacks. Bosworth missed most of last 
season due to injury but played well in 2007. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS — USC 


Two starters are gone from a secondary that ranked first in the nation in pass defense 
last year. However, the Trojans are stocked with talent, highlighted by All-America 
safety Taylor Mays, who broke up nine passes last season. Cornerback Josh Pinkard 
had a strong 2008 campaign, earning honorable mention All-Pac-10 honors. Sha- 
reece Wright returns after missing 11 games last season and will compete with Kevin 
Thomas and TJ. Bryant for the other corner spot. 
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PAC-10 OVERALL — 
USC 8-1 12-1 
/ OREGON 7-2 10-3 
| OREGON STATE 7-2 9-4 
CALIFORNIA 6-3 9-4 
ARIZONA 5-4 8-5 
ARIZONA STATE 4-5 5-7 
STANFORD 4-5 5-7 
UCLA 3-6 4-8 
WASHINGTON STATE 1-8 2-11 
WASHINGTON 0-9 0-12 
PAC-10 BOWL RESULTS 


Las < Wests Bowl © Dec. 20 * Las Vegas, Nev. 
Arizona 31, BYU 21 

Emerald Bowl ¢ Dec. 27 *San Francisco, Calif. 
California 2 24, Miami 17 


Holiday Bone Dec. 30 * San Bie00 Calif. 


ATT COMP INT PCT YDS TD regon 2, Oklahom ate 31 


Lyle Moevao, Oregon State 361 214 13 593 2,534 19 230.4 Sun Bowl « * Dec. 31 ¢ El Paso, Texas 
Kevin Craft, UCLA 437.232. 20 55.67.2341 «67 Obi Oregon 3, Pittsburgh 0 
Jeremiah Masoli, Oregon 239 136 «#«5 «4569 1744 13 1453 Rose Bowl « Jan. 1 nPosaara) Calif. 
RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD AVG/G LONG USC 38, Penn State 24 
Jahvid Best, California 194 1,580 8.1. 15) WaHSIE7E \86 

Jacquizz Rodgers, Oregon State 259 1,253 48 11 elise «33 

Toby Gerhart, Stanford 210 1,136 54 15 947 46 

RECEIVII REC YDS AVG 1D AVG/G LONG 

Rob Gronkawoll Arizona 47 6/2 143. 10 67.2 43 

Damian Williams, USC 58 B69” 15:0). 29 66.8 35 

DAndre Goodwin, Washington 60 O92 TLS ov, 93 


TACKLES: Mason Foster, Washington (105); TJ. Ward, Oregon (101) 
ACKS: Dexter Davis, Arizona State (11); Daniel Teo-Nesheim, Washington (8) 


‘OFFENSE 
SCORE PASS TOTAL 

ARIZONA 36.6 (3) 158.4 (5) -2440 (3) 402.4 (4) 
ARIZONA STATE 22.8 (7) 89.1 (9) 2203 (4) 309.4 (7) 
CALIFORNIA 32.6 (4) 186.2 (4) 1898 (7) 376.0 (5) 
OREGON 419 (1) 2801 (1) 2048 (5) 4848 (1) 
OREGON STATE 30.5 (5) 1581 (6) 249.0 (2) 407.1 (3) 
STANFORD 26.2 (6) 199.6 (2) 1522 (9) 3518 (6) 
UCLA 177 (8) 82.8 (10) 200.5 (6) 283.2 (8) 
USC 37.5 (2) 1948 (3) 259.8 (1) 4547 (2) 
WASHINGTON 13.2 (9) 99.3 (7) 1638 (8) 263.2 (9) 
WASHINGTON STATE 12.7 (10) 95.1 (8) 146.0 (10) 241.1 (10) 

DEFENSE CALIFORNIA RB JAHVID BEST 

SCORE RUSI PASS TOTAL 

ARIZONA 213 (3) 1311 (5) 1819 (4) 3130 (3) 
ARIZONA STATE 227 (4) 1265 (4) 2087 (7) 335.2 (5) 
CALIFORNIA 19.9 (2) 122.2 (3) 193.0 (5) 315.2 (4) : 
OREGON 28.2 (7) 119.4 (2) 270.2 (10) 389.6 (8) BCS-Pac-l0No.1vs.BCS = 
OREGON STATE 234 (5) Tele (6)! © e09r (B)\ S121 (0) Holiday - Pac-10 No. 2vs.Big12No.3 & 
STANFORD 27.4 (6) 152.9 (7) 226.7 (9) 379.6. (7) Sun - Pac-10 No. 3 vs. Big 12 No. 5 g 
nee cd 4 as fy ae A sll e Las Vegas - Pac-10 No. 4/5 vs. Mountain West No. 1 : 

. A rt 3 
WASHINGTON 38.6 (9) 240.6 (9) 2112 (8) 451.8 (10) te eee ere ea ad Ae 
WASHINGTON STATE 43.8 (10) 247.6 (10) 195.8 (6) 443.4 (9) Poinsettia - Pac-10 No. 6 vs. Mountain WestNo.2 
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2009 ATHLON SPORTS PRESEASON 
ALL-PAC-10 TEAM 


FIRST-TEAM OFFENSE 
QB JEREMIAH MASOLI 


FIRST-TEAM DEFENSE 
DL TYSON ALUALU 


5'11" 214 JR. OREGON 6'3" 295 SR. CALIFORNIA 
RB JAHVID BEST DL LAWRENCE GUY 
5'10" 195 JR. CALIFORNIA 6'5" 270 so. ARIZONA STATE 
RB JACQUIZZ RODGERS DL BRIAN PRICE 
5'7* 193 so. OREGON STATE 6'2" 295 JR. UCLA 
WR TERRENCE AUSTIN DL WILL TUKUAFU 
611" 173 SR. UCLA 6'4" 272 SR. OREGON 
WR DAMIAN WILLIAMS LB REGGIE CARTER 
aa = 6'1" 190 JR. usc 6'1" 240 SR. UCLA 
Tce Gn DANIAN nanaans TE -ROB GRONKOWSKI LB KEATON KRISTICK 
6'6" 265 JR. ARIZONA 6'3" 226 SR. OREGON STATE 
C KRISTOFER O’DOWD LB MIKE NIXON 
6'5" 300 JR. usc 6'3" 227 JR. ARIZONA STATE 
| OL JEFF BYERS CB SYD’QUAN THOMPSON 
| 6'4" 285 SR. usc 5'9" 187 SR. CALIFORNIA 
OL CHARLES BROWN CB ALTERRAUN VERNER 
6'6" 295 SR. usc 5'11" 184 SR. UCLA 
OL SHAWN LAUVAO S TAYLOR MAYS 
6'3" 305 SR. ARIZONA STATE 6'3" 230 SR. usc 
OL CHRIS MARINELLI S TJ. WARD 
6'7" 298 SR. STANFORD $11" 201 SR. OREGON 


SPECIALISTS 
k THOMAS WEBER 


SPECIALISTS 
KR TERRENCE AUSTIN 


i 

| 

{ : | 
assesses |. F) BAYAW ANGER 


61" 205 IR. ARIZONA STATE 5111" 173 SR. UCLA 
- : PR SYD’QUAN THOMPSON 
CALIFORNIA DL TYSON ALUALU 6'3" 199 SO. CALIFORNIA 5'9" 187 SR. CALIFORNIA 
* 
PAC-10 ALL-DECADE TEAM with A Twist 
OFFENSE DEFENSE Offensive Notes: Matt Leinart was the unanimous | 
QB Matt Leinart USC (02-05) DE Terrell Suggs Arizona State (00-02) ahoicaae quarterback, eveniwith another Heisman 
RB Steven Jackson Oregon State (01-03) DT Haloti Ngata Oregon (03-05) winner (Carson Palmer) on the ballot. Reggie Bush 
RB Marshawn lynch California (04-06) DT LarryTripplett Washington (98-01) ei Sera Casmoritia bok De 
WR Mike Hass _ Oregon State (02-05) DE Nick Reed Oregon (05-08) USC’s Dwayne Jarrett was a consensus pick at re- 
WR Reggie Williams Washington (01-03) LB Lance Briggs Arizona (99-02) ceiver in the first go-round but got bumped because 
TE Marcedes Lewis UCLA (02-05) LB Rey Maualuga USC (05-08) ie set ee wary Trojens on ela aie eS. 
" " e Hletnikoti Award winner, took Jarre °S Spo’ 
OL sam Baker USC (04-07) LB Robert Thomas UCLA (98-01) Defensive Notes: USC’s Lawrence Jackson and Sedrick 
OL Eric Heitmann Stanford (98-01) CB AntoineCason — Arizona (04-07) Ellis were initially on the team, but got bumped in 
OL Max Unger Oregon (05-08) CB Marcus Trufant © Wash.State  ('99-02) favor of Nick Reed and Larry Tripplett. We couldhave | 
OL DerrickRoche  Wash.State (99-02) S$ LamontThompson Wash.State ('97-01) filled our three linebackers slots with USC players, but | 
— 7 in the end had to settle for one, Rey Maualuga. Robert 
OL Alex Mack California (05-08) S TroyPolamalu —-USC (99-02) Thomas, the 2001 Pac-10 Defensive Player of the Year, 
and Lance Briggs, a three-time All-Pac-10 pick, were 
strong alternatives. Antoine Cason and Marcus Trufant 
SPECIALISTS were easy picks at corner, though Cal’s Daymeion 
K Alexis Serna Oregon State (04-07) RS DeSean Jackson California _—_(‘05-07) Hughes received consideration. ; 
P Nick Folk Arizona (03-06) AP Reggie Bush USC (03-05) Faseeectesa isotope 


Jackson at receiver in order to get Maurice Jones-Drew 
on as a return specialist, but we didn’t think Jackson 


“Each school must be represented; no more than five players per school. Players must have played at least one was worthy of an all-decade selection at receiver. 
season in the 2000s to be eligible. RS = Return Specialist. AP = All-Purpose Player. 
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Williams: Bruce Schwartzman; Alualu: Peter Brouillet 


TOP 20 SIGNEES » 


SECOND-TEAM OFFENSE 
QB Jake Locker 63" 222 Jr. Washington 1. Matt Barkley (#1) QB 6'4" 220 Newport Beach, CA USC 
RB LeGarrette Blount  6'2" 240 Sr. Oregon Nation's top prospect is clearly the most polished, talented passer in this class. 
RB Joe McKnight 6'0" 200 Jr. USC ae - 
WR. Ronald Johnson 61" 185 Jr. USC 2. Devon Kennard (#7) DE 6'3" 255 ; nome r USC 
WR James Rodgers 57" 185 Jr. Oregon State Freak athlete has perfect skill set for new wave hybrid ‘power forward’ position. 
TE Ed Dickson G5" 243 Sr Oregon 3, Vontaze Burfict (#11) LB 6'2" 245 Corona, CA Arizona State 
a eee o a = pees Burly, physical player who will be a dominant force up the middle of any defense. 
OL Adam Grant 6'6" 325 Sr. Arizona 4. Jarvis Jones (#28) LB 6'3". 225 =~ Columbus, GA USC 
OL Alex Parsons 64" 300 Sr. USC Versatile prospect with speed and size to play end or linebacker. 
Ole aco Sertink a ea cI 5, Randall Carroll (#29) WR 5'11" 185 Los Angeles, CA UCLA 
SECOND-TEAM DEFENSE Dynamic track star flashes brilliant speed and shiftiness in the open field. 
DL Dexter Davis 6'2" 252 Sr. Arizona State F ee 
DI. (Everson Griffen 63" 265 Ir USC 6. Patrick bie (#30) ATH ss 185 Oxnard, CA USC 
DL Tom Keiser 65" 953 So Stanford Tremendous size and speed combo will likely end up at safety. 
DL Daniel Te-o-Nesheim oe 263 Sr. Washington 7. Corey Adams (#34) DT 6'3" 292 Scottsdale, AZ Arizona State 
; cae te = a ne A potential physical monster on the interior who plays with proper leverage. 
LB MikeMohamed 63" 237 Jr. California 8. Morrell Presley (#41) TE 6'4" 215 Carson, CA UCLA 
CB Devin Ross 5111" 175 Sr. Arizona The nation’s top tight end will be a nightmarish match-up in the passing game. 
e oie ee se a 2 a 9. John Martinez (#45) OL 63" 275 Murray, UT usc 
5 BoMcNally 60" 210 Sr. Stanford Possibly the nation’s top guard prospect will soon anchor the Trojans’ line. 
SECOND-TEAM SPECIALISTS 10. Kevin Graf (#51) OL 6'6" 315 Agoura Hills, CA USC 
K KaiForbath 60" 198 Jr. UCLA USC legacy has great strength and polish for his age. 
P Keenyn Crier 611" 200 Jr. Arizona 11. Cliff Harris (#59) CB 45'14" 168  Fresno,CA Oregon 
is ete a ie 4 Ari Sas Lightning-quick coverman will also be a dynamic return specialist. 
yie WIKIOMS r. rizona state 

12. Frankie Telfort (#68) LB 6'0" 205 Miami, FL USC 

ieee ha iin ae Galitomit Very undersized but is super quick and very physical. 
evin Key fr. airornia 

RB Toby Gerhart 61" 937° Sr. Stanford 13. TJ.McDonald (#76) S$ 63" 205 Fresno, CA USC 
RB Stafon Johnson Gualihy aye Ay USC Another USC legacy has size, speed, smarts and physicality. Underrated prospect. 


WR DAndreGoodwin 5'11" 175 Jr. Washington 


WR. Chris McGaha 61" 193 Sr. Arizona State 14. Michael Philipp (#78) OL 6'3" 320 SanBernardino,CA Oregon State 


TE Anthony McCoy 6'5" 955 Sr. USC Compact and powerful blocker is one of the most physical prospects in the nation. 
C Kenny Alfred 6'2" 300 Sr.. Wash. State 15. Xavier Su'a-Filo (#87) OL 6'5" 285 Provo, UT UCLA 
OL Mark Boskovich 64" 304 Jr. California Mature prospect with size and skils of an interior lineman. 
OL Nick Ekbatani 6'5" 308 Sr. UCLA ; 
OL Mitchell Schwartz 67" 335 So. California 16. Shayne Skov LB 63" 235 Pawling, NY Stanford 
OL Tyron Smith 66" 270 So. USC Physical presence on the interior of the defense. A born leader, 
THIRD-TEAM DEFENSE 17. Jawanza Starling DB 6'1" 190 Tallahassee, FL USC 
DL CameronJordan 6'4" 287 Jr. California An attacking safety who could grow into an outside linebacker. 
DL Erik Lorig 614" 265 Sr. Stanford ian 

18. B Mi i y sc 
DL Stephen Paea 61" 293 Jr. Oregon State Lis sais a papillae hic tae . 
DL Brooks Reed 63" 955 Ir Arizona Versatile competitor who fights for every pass. Strong athlete could also play defense. 
LB Spencer Paysinger 6'3" 216 Jr. Oregon 19. Deandre Coleman DT 66" 309 Seattle, WA Cal 
1B EJ, Savannah 61" 219 Sr. Washington Monster of a prospect will be a strong player at the point of attack. 
LB Clinton Snyder 64" 231 Sr. Stanford ee 
CB Darian Hagan 60" 186 Jr. California 20. MarquisSimmons = LB_6'1"_ 225 Compton, CA usc 
CB WalterThurmond 6'0" 180 Sr. Oregon Yet another USC legacy plays fast and hard. A high-motor player who loves to attack. 
S Xavier Hicks 60" 211 Sr. Wash. State (8) Reflects ranking in Athlon Consensus 100 
§ Josh Pinkard 6'2" 210 Sr. USC 
THIRD-TEAM SPECIALISTS RECRUITING BY SCHOOL » 
K Justin Kahut 58" 158 Jr. Oregon State 1. USC 5. OREGON 9. WASHINGTON STATE 
P David Green GleeeloeeSo! Stanford 2. UCLA 6. CALIFORNIA 10. WASHINGTON 
KR James Rodgers 57" 185 Jr. Oregon State 3. STANFORD 7. ARIZONA 
PR Doug Baldwin 5111" 189 Jr. Stanford 4, ARIZONA STATE 8. OREGON STATE 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 97 


NATIONAL 
FORECAST 


wild 


PAC-10 
PREDICTION 


he day before Arizona beat BYU at the 2008 Las Vegas Bowl, Wildcat coach 
Mike Stoops choked up and wept at a luncheon attended by about 1,000 peo- 
ple. Stoops rarely displayed a softer side in his first five Arizona seasons, de- 
veloping a reputation for a notable temper after a series of sideline tantrums 
and practice field outbursts. He described the emotional moment as both “a release and 
a relief,” a reference to the long and difficult process of reconstructing Arizona's foot- 
ball program. 

“I don't think anyone thought it would take as long as it did,” Stoops says. “I have 
really gained an appreciation for what it takes to put together a winning football team. 
It was quite an ordeal.” 

Stoops is 25-34 at Arizona, but he likes to say that a more accurate gauge is that his 
team is 19-18 over the last three seasons, a period in which the Wildcats beat No. 2 
Oregon and No. 8 Cal. 

After the Wildcats’ bowl victory, Stoops was awarded a contract extension through 
2013, and his assistants received salary increases. 

“Our progress can be shown in our home attendance, which has been above 50,000 
in each of Mike's seasons,” says Arizona athletic director Jim Livengood. “And it is very 
clear that we are competitive, no matter who we've played.” 

Indeed, a year before Stoops was hired, Arizona lost games by scores of 59-7, 59-13, 
until the final minute. USC beat Ari- 


52-23 and 45-0. Last season, Arizona al- 
most shocked USC, losing 17-10. It 
was the second straight year in which x, 6 Ik 

a 
zona 20-13 in 2007. “We've got better 
players, one through 85, than we've had since I came here,” says Stoops. “Our first 40 
players are better than they've ever been. We expect to be good.” 


Arizona averaged 36.6 
points per game in 2008, 
its most since the 1954 


the Arizona-USC game was undecided : 
. Wildcats averaged 38.5. 


QUARTERBACKS Four-year starter Willie Tuitama, who threw for 3,088 yards and 23 
touchdowns last year, exhausted his eligibility. At spring practice, neither Matt Scott nor 
Nick Foles, a sophomore transfer from Michigan State, was able to win the job. Scott, 
a sophomore who threw only 11 passes last year, is blessed with speed and elusiveness. 
He is one of the most highly rated quarterback recruits in school history. Foles is more 
of a drop-back passer with a strong arm. They are likely to compete for the starting job 
through August. “What we're looking for is the guy with leadership ability,” says of- 
fensive coordinator Sonny Dykes. “Both of them are good enough to play at this level, 
but it takes more than ability. We need one of them to take leadership of the offense.” 


RUNNING BACKS Although he wasn't always a go-to tailback, junior Nic Grigsby 
produced a 1,153-yard season, scored 13 touchdowns and continued to look the part 
of a franchise runner. But Grigsby lost six fumbles, many of them in critical situations, 
and was periodically benched. That opened the way for sophomore Keola Antolin, 
who was at times superb. Antolin gained 525 yards and scored 10 touchdowns and also 
emerged as a skilled kick returner. Stoops says both will continue to play extensively. 
“Between them, Nic and Keola rushed for almost 1,700 yards and both are good at 
catching passes out of the backfield,” says Stoops. “I don’t know many teams with a 
better situation at that position.” 


RECEIVERS ‘The Pac-10's career receiving leader, Mike Thomas, completed his col- 
lege career with 259 catches, but Arizona has a supply of capable replacements. Jun- 
ior Delashaun Dean developed into a big-play receiver, catching 53 passes, and senior 
Terrell Turner is similarly accomplished; he caught 43 passes in Arizona's spread of- 
fense. But the school’s most reliable receiver is junior tight end Rob Gronkowski, who 
caught 10 touchdown passes in nine starts, part of a breakout year in which he caught 
47 passes and was voted unanimously to the All-Pac-10 team. Gronkowski’s older 
brother, Chris, starts at H-Back and is basically a blocker and receiver. He caught three 
touchdown passes in 2008. The Gronkowski-Dean-Turner threesome is among the best 
in school history. Sophomore Bug Wright is expected to get the playing time that went 
to Thomas last year. Wright had a productive spring, both in receiving and kick re- 
turns. Sophomores David Douglas and Juron Criner, who lettered in their first season 
on campus, aren’t far behind Wright in a bid for playing time. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN ‘his is the most unsettled piece of Arizona’s 2009 depth chart. 
Left tackle Eben Britton departed for the NFL Draft, and three-year starting guard Joe 
Longacre graduated. Three regulars return — center-guard Colin Baxter, tackle Adam 
Grant and guard Mike Diaz. Where they line up remains uncertain because two-year 
starting center Blake Kerley is likely to return from knee surgery. If so, he could force 
Baxter back to guard, improving the outlook. Two starters must be identified in camp. 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE WILDCATS 
Most of the pieces are in place, offensively, 
defensively and on special teams, for the 
Wildcats to return to a bowl game. But 
there is great uncertainty at quarterback, 
where Matt Scott and Nick Foles haven't 
played under duress in a college game. “For 
two guys, they might be as talented as 
we've had here in a long time,” says offen- 
sive coordinator Sonny Dykes. “They’re big, 
they’re mobile and they’ve got strong arms. 
But they haven’t played. If they’re good, 
we'll be good.” Defensively, Arizona is tal- 
ented and resourceful. The defensive line 
has nine or 10 capable players, and the sec- 
ondary is stocked with star-caliber players. 
There are two potential trouble areas. The 
offensive line is introducing two new 
starters and the depth is untested. The 
backup linebackers are going to be deter- 
mined in August. Injuries to Sterling Lewis, 
Vuna Tuihalamaka or Xavier Kelley would 
be damaging. The Wildcats scheduled some 
needed break-in time against Central Michi- 
gan and Northern Arizona in which to iden- 
tify a starting quarterback. By late 
September, they expect to be rolling, per- 
haps not at last year’s rate, but good 
enough to be a factor in what should be a 
very balanced Pac-10. 


Whey WILDCATS 


Rob Gronkowski, TE The junior could chal- 
lenge to be the Pac-10’s best player. 

Devin Ross, CB He’s a big-play cover man 
in the mold of 2007 Arizona Jim Thorpe 
Award winner Antoine Cason. 

Delashaun Dean, WR UA coaches believe 
the tall receiver can go from 53 catches to 
75 or 80. 


KEY LOSSES 

Eben Britton, LT An All-Pac-10 left-tackle 
who didn’t miss a down and was the 
team’s spiritual leader. 

Willie Tuitama, QB In his last two sea- 
sons, Tuitama passed for more than 6,700 
yards, shattering school records. 

Mike Thomas, WR Nicknamed “Money,” 
the quick receiver caught more passes 
than anyone in Pac-10 history. 


ATHLON® SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2009 
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‘Tackles Trace Biskin and Phillip Garcia haven't played a down but appear to be the leading prospects 
after spring practice. Junior college transfer Jack Julsing is also in the mix. Guards Vaughn Dotsy 
and Conan Amituanai are similarly highly regarded but lack game experience. 


OFFENSE (6) 


WR 18 Delashaun Dean (ur.) 
WR 19 Bug Wright (So.) 


FL 


84 Terrell Turner (Sr.) 
67 Phillip Garcia (Jr.) 
74 Mike Diaz (Sr) 
64 Colin Baxter (Jr) 
70 Vaughn Dotsy (So.) 
78 Adam Grant (Sr.) 
48 Rob Gronkowski (ur.) 
4 Matt Scott (So.) 
5 Nic Grigsby (ur.) 


DEFENSE (7) 


DE 
OT 
OT 
DE 
LB 
LB 
LB 


42 Brooks Reed (ur.) 
49 Earl Mitchell (Sr.) 
94 Lolomana Mikaele (ur.) 
44 Ricky Elmore (Jr) 
52 Sterling Lewis (Sr.) 
15 Xavier Kelley (Sr.) 
8 Vuna Tuihalamaka (Sr) 
6 Devin Ross (Sr.) 
24 Trevin Wade (So.) 
20 Cam Nelson (Sr.) 
1 Robert Golden (So.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 
Pp 


14 Alex Zendejas (So.) 
47 Keenyn Crier (ur) 


DEPTH CHART 


82 Juron Criner (So.) 
81 David Roberts (So.) 
85 David Douglas (So.) 
77 Jack Julsing (Jr) 
55 Conan Amituanai (ur) 
50 Blake Kerley (Sr) 
57 Jovon Hayes (ur) 
72 Trace Biskin (Fr) 
37 Chris Gronkowski (Sr.) 
8 Nick Foles (So.) 
2 Keola Antolin (So.) 


58 Apaiata Tuihalamaka (So.) 
46 Donald Horton Jr. (Sr) 
99 Kaniela Tuipulotu (Jr) 
83 D'Aundre Reed (Jr) 
21 Corey Hall (Sr.) 
Trevor Erno (Fr.) 
38 Orlando Vargas (So.) 
2 Mike Turner (ur) 
7 Marcus Benjamin (ur) 
9 Joe Perkins (ur) 
Adam Hall (Fr) 


KR 2 Keola Antolin (So.) 
PR 19 Bug Wright (So.) 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN Eight players with 
considerable experience return to share the 
four line positions, making the defensive line 
the club’s strongest area. It will be difficult for 
anyone to unseat junior pass rusher Brooks 
Reed, who had a team-high eight sacks, and 
tackle Earl Mitchell, whose conversion from 
fullback to the defensive line was a success. 
Lolomana Mikaele, who missed ’08 for disci- 
plinary reasons, reclaimed a starting inside po- 
sition in spring camp. Junior Ricky Elmore, 
who gained about 20 pounds in the offseason, 
is the likely starter at end, although he'll prob- 
ably share time with sometime-starter D’Aun- 
dre Reed. Senior Donald Horton and 
sophomore Kaniela Tuipulotu shared 13 starts 
at one defensive tackle spot last year and are 
capable players who are scrambling to find 
playing time now. Also in the mix is Cal trans- 
fer Scott Smith, who missed spring drills with 
an injury. 


LINEBACKERS he lack of depth at this po- 
sition is alarming. But seniors Xavier Kelley, 
Vuna Tuihalamaka and Sterling Lewis played 
well in 08. Kelley and Lewis combined for 13 
starts, while Tuihalamaka was Arizona's top 
linebacker off the bench and a leading special 
teams player. Stoops has created a hybrid 
safety-linebacker position manned by Corey 


Hall, a senior who is listed as a safety but is essentially a linebacker. UA coaches expect incoming 
freshman Trevor Erno to compete for playing time by the opening game. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS The hallmark of Stoops’ defenses has always been the secondary. It'll be no 
different this year. Senior cornerback Devin Ross is positioned as a potential All-Pac-10 player. 
Sophomore Trevin Wade was so impressive, intercepting four passes in limited time as a freshman, 
that he forced touted recruit Robert Golden to switch positions. Golden, now a sophomore safety, 
played well in spring ball, and UA coaches believe he will be a star. He'll be paired with senior Cam 
Nelson, a two-year starter with big-play capability. Joe Perkins, a junior, can back up at both safety 
positions. Mike Turner is probably the third cornerback. Freshman Adam Hall, a Parade All-Amer- 
ican from Tucson's Palo Verde High School, will get a shot to make the depth chart at safety. 


SPECIALISTS Junior punter Keenyn Crier has been terrific in two college seasons. He was the all- 
conference punter as a freshman and averaged 43.9 yards per punt as a sophomore, a season in 
which he required a month of break-in time to recover from a back injury. Sophomore Alex Zen- 
dejas inherits the kicking job, a position of traditional excellence at Arizona. Nick Folk and Jason 
Bondzio, his predecessors, were outstanding. Zendejas, the nephew of the UA’s most accomplished 
career kicker, Max Zendejas, was impressive in spring practice but has not attempted a field goal 
in a college game. Antolin, Ross and Wright will share the punt and kickoff return duties. All had 
experience in those roles last year. 


SCOUTING THE WILDCATS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP ARIZONA “They lost some pretty good players. I think (tackle) Eben Brit- 
ton and (receiver) Mike Thomas were two of the best players in our conference. Losing their 
quarterback (Willie Tuitama), there’s going to be transition for the new guy in there. I don’t know 
that I’ve ever seen Willie leave the pocket. I’m not so sure that really matters to them. They want 
a guy who can get the ball out quick and be accurate with it. ... They got back to a bowl game, 
which was a big step for them. I think that’s going to give them some momentum going into this 
season. ... They lost some good players offensively at quarterback and wide receiver, but 
they’ve got some good running backs coming back. (Rob) Gronkowski, the tight end, is a great, 
great player. He blocks well. He catches well. He’s the whole package. He looks the part. I 
thought they were a great looking team last year that was very athletic and played hard and 


tough.” 


100 


OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


Raising Arizona The school announced 
plans to enclose the north end of Arizona 
Stadium and expand capacity to about 
64,000 seats. A football-specific facility at 
the stadium would include a conditioning 
center, locker rooms, coaches’ offices 
and a training table. Construction could 
begin in 2010. 


Beating the heat After training on cam- 
pus exclusively since 2000, Arizona spent 
three days at the Fort Huachuca military 
compound last August. This year the Wild- 
cats plan to spend a week at the isolated 
retreat 60 miles south in Sierra Vista, 
Ariz., which is about 10 degrees cooler 
than Tucson in the summer. 


Don’t call him Bill William “Bug” Wright, 
a receiver-returner, was nicknamed “Bug” 
when he was a child. Not because he’s 
small in stature. “It’s because I was al- 
ways bugging my grandpa,” he says. “So 
he started calling me “Bug.” 


Homeward bound Mike Stoops agreed 
to a home-and-home schedule against 
Towa. It’s old-home week for him and his 
brother, defensive coordinator Mark 
Stoops. Both were starting defenders on 


TERRELL TURNER 


William “Bug” 
Wright caught 
only three passes 
as a freshman, 
but he was so 
good in spring 
drills that he won 
a starting re- 
ceiver’s job and 
became the regu- 
lar punt returner. 
He’s elusive and 
quick and a big part of the program’s 
future. 


Greg Trott 
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QUARTERBACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN _ DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
17 Beirne, Bryson 6-3/225 So. Honolulu, HI 92 Austin, Dominique 6-4/292 So. La Puente, CA 
8 Foles, Nick 65/235 So. Austin,TX 90. Barnes, Kenny 6-2/235 Fr. Glendale, AZ 
4 Scott, Matt 63/190 So. Corona,CA 44 Elmore, Ricky 65/250 Jr. Simi Valley, CA 
RUNNING BACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN = 46._- Horton Jr, Donald 60/275 Sr. DeSoto, TX 
2 Antolin, Keola 5-8/186 So. las Vegas, NV 74 Madick, Ross 6-2/270 Fr. Palm Desert, CA 
5 Grigsby, Nic 5-10/190 Jr. Whittier, CA = 71 Merrill, Chris 6-2/285 Fr. Scottsdale, AZ 
34 Morris, Kevin 59/215 Jr Seattle, WA 94 Mikaele, Lolomana 6-2/305 dr. Honolulu, HI 
28 Nwoko, Greg 6-2/220 Fr. Pflugerville, TX 49 Mitchell, Earl 6-2/295 Sr. Houston, TX 
27 Reese, Joe 61/190 So. Pilugerville,TX 42 Reed, Brooks 63/255 dr. Tucson, AZ 
31 Salum, Justin 60/198 Fr. Arvada,CO —_§3._ Reed, D'Aundre 6-4/248 Jr Moreno Valley, CA 
36 Vitko, Giacomo 5-11/220 So. Mission Viejo, CA =} Smith, Scott 6-6/260 So. Kailua, HI 
RECEIVERS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 58 Tuihalamaka, Apaiata 63/245 So. Hawthorne, CA 
82 Criner, Juron 6-4/210 So. Las Vegas,NV 99 Tuipulotu, Kaniela 6-2/300 dr. Lahaina, HI 
39 Day, Kyle 5-11/180 Jr. Sahuarita,AZ 95 Ward, Jowyn 6-2/285 So. Katy, TX 
18 Dean, Delashaun 6-4/202 Jr Fairfield, CA LINEBACKERS HVT CL HOMETOWN 
85 Douglas, David 61/190 So. McKinney, TX 5 i 

4 26 Booth, Nick 6-2/221 Sr Naperville, IL 
29 Ellis, Ryan 6-2/185 Jr. Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 21 Hall, Corey 510/201 Sr DeSoto. TX 
87 Posten, Brad 60/200 Sr. Spokane, WA 2 } . J 
81 Roberts, David 6-0/190 So. Rancho Cucamonga, ch 25 Kelley, Xavier SHUZI St Denton, TX 
41 Trowbridge, Shawn 62/184 Sr. Agoura, CA 52 Lewis, Sterling 5-11/225 Sr Copperas Cove, TX 
84 Turner, Terrell 62/190 Sr. Garland, TX 8 Tuihalamaka, Yuna 6-2/230 Sr. Inglewood, CA 
80 Veal, Devin 5-11/188 So. Sierra Vista, AZ 38 Vargas, Orlando 5-11/220 So. Winslow, AZ 
19 Wright, William 59/175 So. Tatum, OK 56 Wuertz, Bobby 62/221 Jr Casa Grande, AZ 
TIGHT ENDS HTWT CL = HOMETOWN. Y0UN9s Rd. See rey 
37 Gronkowski, Chris 6-2/235 Sr. Amherst, NY DEFENSIVE BACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
48 Gronkowski, Rob 6-6/265 dr. Amherst,NY 47 Abnous, Haig 60/180 Sr. Danville, CA 
59 Hickman, Jaryd 6-2/225 So. San Antonio,TX 29 Foster, Trevor 60/198 ur Ontario, CA 
40 Lopez, Edwin 510/237 Sr. Valdosta, GA 1 Golden, Robert 511/190 So. Fresno, CA 
12 Lyon, Tyler 65/225 dt. Newhall,CA 43 Gottschalk, Adam 61/196 Fr. Tarzana, CA 
88 Simmons, A.J. 63/255 ur. Oakland,CA 99 Nelson, Cam 61/202 Sr. Dallas, TX 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HTI/WT CL HOMETOWN 9 Perkins, Joe 62/198 dr. Gardena, CA 
55 Amituanai, Conan 6-4/335 Uh. Long Beach, CA 6 Ross, Devin 5-11/175 Sr. Rancho Cucamonga, CA 
64 Baxter, Colin 6-4/295 dr. Rolling Hills, CA 34 Tatum, Brandon 61/210 Sr. Fort Worth, TX 
72 Biskin, Trace 65/295 Fr. Westlake Village, CA 2 Turner, Mike S-11/175 ur Manteca, CA 
74 Diaz, Mike 65/320 Sr. Montbello,CA 24 Wade, Trevin 5-11/182 So. Round Rock, TX 
70. Dotsy, Vaughn 6-5/335 So. Ventura,CA 16 Watley, Mark 60/170 Fr. Encino, CA 
67 Garcia, Phillip 67/325 Jr. Montebello, CA 3. Wilcox, Anthony 6-2/205 Sr. Lakeland, FL 
78 Grant, Adam 6-6/325 Sr. Puyallup,WA 97. Yates, Victor 511/185 Jr Tucson, AZ 
54 Hall, Herman 63/303 Sr Houston, TX 
57 Hayes, Jovon 6-2/300 ur. Los Angeles, CA SPECIALISTS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 
50 Kerley, Blake 6-2/290 Sr. Garland, 1X 61 Bertoni, Jason (LS) 61/260 Sr. Santa Monica, CA 
79 Koehler, Solomon 63/335 Fr. Kaneohe, HI 47 Crier, Keenyn (P) 61/200 dt. Spring, 1X 
59 Laue, Trevor 65/260 Fr. Barrington, IL 53 Highberger, David (LS) 6-1/185 Fr. Barrington, IL 
76 Quinn, Kyle 6-2/290 Fr. Brentwood, CA 60) Wolder, Ricky (LS) 510/220 Sr. Irvine, CA 
65 Rouse, Eric 6-2/315 Fr. Phoenix,AZ 14 Zendejas, Alex (K) 511/190 So. Glendale, AZ 
Jake Baratz OL 6-5 275 Naperville, IL Terrence Miller TE 6-4 220 Moreno Valley, CA 
Jack Baucus TE 6-6 250 Mundelein, IL Ryan Milus DB 5-10 160 Chandler, AZ 
Marcus Benjamin DB 6-1 185 St. Martinville, LA Richard Morrison QB 6-0 180 Royse City, TX 
Kylan Butler RB 5-8 180 Antioch, CA C.J. Parish LB 6-2 235 College Station, TX 
Travis Cobb WR 6-0 180 Rocky Mount, NC DeWayne Peace WR 5-11 180 Grand Prairie, TX 
Trevor Erno LB 6-1 230 Lakewood, CA Jackson Powell DE 6-5 230 Newbury Park, CA 
dake Fischer LB 5-11 220 Oro Valley, AZ Chris Putton OL 6-4 275 Glendale, AZ 
Cordarius Golston LB 6-1 200 Lancaster, TX Derrick Rainey ATH 6-1 180 Houston, TX 
Adam Hall ATH 6-4 205 Tucson, AZ Sione Tuihalamaka DT 6-2 275 Hawthorne, CA 
Jonathan Hollins DT 6-3 295 Baton Rouge, LA Taimi Tutogi DE 6-1 260 Chula Vista, CA 
Daniel Jenkins RB 5-9 187 Moreno Valley,CA Justin Washington DE 6-2 275 Cypress, TX 
Jack Julsing OL 6-8 295 Moreno Valley, CA Shane Zink OL 6-7 295 Redding, CA 


anna SCHEDULE 


Sept. Central Michigan 
Sept. Northern Arizona 
Sept. 19 atIowa 

Sept. 26 at Oregon State 
Oct. 10 atWashington 
Oct. 17 Stanford 

Oct. 24 UCLA 

Nov. 7 Washington State 
Nov. 14  atCalifornia 
Nov. 21 Oregon 

Nov. 28 at Arizona State 
Dec. 5 atUSC 


HEAD COACH: MIKE STOOPS 

RECORD AT SCHOOL: 25-34 (5 YEARS) 
CAREER RECORD: 25-34 (5 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: SONNY DYKES 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: MARK STOOPS 
LOCATION: TUCSON, ARIZ. 

STADIUM: ARIZONA STADIUM (57,400) 


2008 RESULTS 


— (8-5, 5-4) 

OPPONENT RESULT SCORE 
ae 30 Idaho Ww 70- 0 
Sept. 6 Toledo Ww 41-16 
Sept.13 at New Mexico L 28-36 
Sept.20 at UCLA Ww 31-10 
Oct. 4 Washington W 48-14 
Oct. 11 at Stanford L 23-24 
Oct. 18 California Ww 42-27 
Oct. 25 USC it 10-17 
Nov. 8 atWashington State W 59-28 
Nov. 15 at Oregon L 45-55 
Nov. 22 Oregon State E 17-19 
Dec. 6 Arizona State W 31-10 
Dec. 20 #BYU W 31-21 


#Las Vegas Bowl 


2008 
INDIVIDUAL STATS 


The late commitment from Parade All-America prep star Adam Hall, an athlete from Tucson, elevated Arizona’s class 
from fair to good. Before that, Southern California linebacker Trevor Erno was probably the most celebrated recruit. 
UA coaches compare him to former UA linebacker Lance Briggs, an All-Pro with the Chicago Bears. Hall and Erno are 
expected to compete for playing time immediately, as is junior college left tackle Jack Julsing, who had played at small- 
college Wisconsin-Whitewater. Mike Stoops had a notable surprise on Signing Day when former Tennessee commit 
Jonathan Hollins, a 6'3", 295-pound pass rusher from College of the Canyons in California, reneged on the Vols to be- 
come a Wildcat. Arizona’s coaches believe they signed a potential star in Los Angeles pass rusher Jackson Powell, son 
of former USC and NFL standout Marvin Powell. They also spoke highly of wide receiver Travis Cobb, who declined an 


PASSING ATT COMP) §=6YDS TD INT 
Willie Tuitama 399 259 3,088 23 8 
Matt Scott 1l 7.84 1 0 
RUSHING ATT YDS AVG 1D 
Nic Grigsby 214 1,153 5.4 13 
Keola Antolin 117 525 44.5 10 
Matt Scott 23 188 82 2 
RECEIVING REC YDS AVG 1D 
Mike Thomas 74 825 lll 4 
DelashaunDean 53 593 11.2 4 
Rob Gronkowski 47 672 14.3 10 
Terrell Turner 43 580 135 1 


Kicking: Jason Bondzio, 14-16 FGs, 55-55 XPs, 


97 points 


Tackles: Ronnie Palmer, 85; Nate Ness, 75 


Sacks: Brooks Reed, 8 


offer from Michigan to pursue immediate playing time in Arizona’s four-receiver spread offense. 


Interceptions: Trevin Wade, 4; Marquis Hundley, 4 


Returning Players in Bold 
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FORECAST 
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PAC-10 
PREDICTION 


ennis Erickson’s honeymoon at Arizona State lasted one season. Erickson 
could have run for mayor of Tempe after leading the Sun Devils to a 10-3 
record in the 2007 season. Fans were enthralled not only with ASU’s record 
but also Erickson’s openness and sense of humor, a refreshing contrast to pred- 
ecessor Dirk Koetter. 

But the applause died down when the Sun Devils finished 5—7 last season and failed 
to go to a bowl game for the first time since 2003. Now, there’s some question as to 
whether Erickson, 62, can turn ASU into a legitimate contender in the Pac-10. 

To be fair, it’s taken Erickson two full recruiting classes (he had a late start on the 
2007 class) to accumulate the kind of speed he wants on the roster. That should be par- 
ticularly evident this fall on the defensive side of the ball, where ASU has the kind of 
talent, depth and athleticism it hasn't had in years. The days of giving up 54 points to 
Oregon, as the Sun Devils did last year, should be over. 

Unfortunately, the offense isn’t as far along. ASU doesn’t have an elite running back 
on the roster, its offensive line is a patchwork outfit that hasn't performed well in two 
years, and the two candidates for the starting quarterback job — Danny Sullivan and 
Samson Szakacsy — have never started a game. 

A year from now, Erickson might be able to claim the Sun Devils are legitimate Rose 
Bowl contenders. This season, the defense will have to carry the way and hope the of 
fense does enough to get ASU back to a bowl 
game. 


QUARTERBACKS Erickson says Sullivan, a 

senior, emerged as the frontrunner for the start- 

ing quarterback job after spring practice and 
downplayed speculation that Szakacsy, a sophomore, could unseat him once fall prac- 
tice begins. “Danny’s got the experience, the accuracy,” Erickson says. “He’s throwing 
the football right now better than I’ve ever seen him.” The 6'4", 242-pound Sullivan 
will have to do some convincing he can handle the job. He completed 34.9 percent of 
his passes last year in relief of senior Rudy Carpenter, including a horrendous 4-of-17 
performance against USC. Sullivan has a strong arm, but he isn’t particularly mobile. 
Szakacsy, who originally committed to USC, can make plays with his legs, but there are 
questions about his arm strength and accuracy. The long-term answer at the position 
likely will be 6'8" freshman Brock Osweiler. Erickson raves about Osweiler’s arm and 
athletic ability — Gonzaga offered him a basketball scholarship — and it's possible, al- 
though unlikely, that Osweiler could get the call this year if both Sullivan and Szakacsy 
falter. 


Arizona State has a winning 
all-time record against only four of 
the other nine teams in the Pac-10 
— Oregon, Oregon State, Stanford 

and Washington State. 


RUNNING BACKS ASU has had a cavalcade of great running backs through the 
years, but there’s no such beast on the 2009 roster. More than likely, Erickson will split 
carries among three backs: seniors Dimitri Nance and Shaun DeWitty and sophomore 
Ryan Bass. Of the three, Bass is the most intriguing because of his breakaway ability, 
but he has to show Erickson he can hold onto the ball. DeWitty (6'2", 210) has been 
effective between the tackles but has been injury-prone throughout his career. It’s no 
wonder Erickson says he plans to throw the ball more this year than he has his past 
two seasons in Tempe. Redshirt freshman James Morrison could emerge as a factor. 
Morrison is built like a fullback, but he was the surprise of fall camp last year before 
he broke an ankle and was lost for the season. 


RECEIVERS Arizona State has a veteran group, but it doesn’t have a true No. | tar- 
get. Senior Chris McGaha leads all active Pac-10 receivers in receptions, but he was 
bothered by injuries last season, and he’s more of a possession receiver than a deep 
threat. The Sun Devils need either junior Kerry Taylor or senior Kyle Williams to 
step up and provide big plays down the field. Both wideouts have the talent, but they've 
yet to have a breakout year. One player to keep an eye on is sophomore Gerell Robin- 
son, the state of Arizona’s top high school recruit in 2008. At 6'4" and 230 pounds, 
Robinson has the talent and size to emerge from the pack and become a big-time play- 
maker. But he'll have to improve his pass-catching ability; he dropped too many balls 
last year. At tight end, Dan Knapp will have the chance to live up to Erickson’s bold 
words in February 2008, when he said Knapp could end up being the best player in 
ASU's recruiting class. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN This has been a problem area for years — two seasons ago, 
ASU’s quarterbacks were sacked 55 times — and it could give Erickson headaches once 
again this season. The Sun Devils have seven lettermen returning but little stability. 
Last year’s left tackle, Jon Hargis, is being moved inside to guard, while senior Shawn 
Lauvao is taking over at left tackle. A big key for the offensive line will be the health of 
sophomore guard Zach Schlink. At times last season, Schlink looked like a future star, 
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A QUICK LOOK AT THE SUN DEVILS 


The Sun Devils could have one of the best 
defenses in the Pac-10. Their top two re- 
cruits, linebacker Vontaze Burfict and de- 
fensive tackle Corey Adams, are expected 
to contribute immediately, and they join a 
unit that returns six starters. The defense 
will have to be stout, because the Sun Dey- 
ils probably aren’t going to score a lot of 
points. The two top contenders for the 
starting quarterback job, senior Danny 
Sullivan and sophomore Samson 
Szakacsy, don’t have a career start be- 
tween them. ASU also doesn’t have an elite 
running back to turn to, and its offensive 
line, while experienced, has been a prob- 
Jem area the last two years. The schedule 
will give ASU a chance to get off to a fast 
start — four of its first six games are at 
home — but the second half of the docket 
could be brutal. This is a key season for 
Dennis Erickson. The luster of his two 
championship rings has worn off in Tempe, 
and there’s some question, at the age of 
62, how long he’s going to hang around. No 
one is expecting a Pac-10 title out of ASU. 
But anything less than an eight-win season 
will have the locals howling. 


CHRISMEGAHA 


KEY SUN DEVILS 

Dexter Davis, DE Has 27.5 career sacks, 
ranking him fourth on ASU’s all-time list. 
Lawrence Guy, DT Was consensus Fresh- 
man All-American in 2008 with 44 tackles 
and two sacks. 

Mike Nixon, LB Tied for Pac-10 lead with 
five interceptions in 2008. 


KEY LOSSES 

Rudy Carpenter, QB Never quite a super- 
star but was solid during his stay at ASU. 
Michael Jones, WR Led Sun Devils with 61 
receptions in 2008. 

Troy Nolan, S Anchor of secondary had 
four interceptions, one fumble recovery. 
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but he’s coming off microfracture knee surgery and was limited in spring drills. If the 6'4", 331- 
pound Schlink is healthy, ASU should be able to re-ignite a running game that was inconsistent at 


best last season. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN ASU could have one of the best defensive lines in the Pac-10 if not the 
country. Every great line has a great pass rusher, and the Sun Devils have defensive end Dexter 
Davis, who is the only active player in the country to record at least 10 sacks each of the last two 
seasons. Davis’ bookend could be junior college recruit Dean DeLeone, who had 9.5 sacks last year 
at Orange Coast (Calif.) College and led the team in kickoff returns. Yeah, he’s an athlete. But it’s 
the interior of the line that truly excites Erickson. Lawrence Guy was a Freshman All-American last 
year and looked like he should be playing for USC, not ASU. Guy has the talent and potential to 
be a consensus All-American by the time he’s a senior. If incoming freshman tackle Corey Adams, 
a top-50 recruit nationally, can play right away, the Sun Devils will have one of the best young 
tackle tandems in the nation. 


OFFENSE (4) 
WR 5 Kerry Taylor (Ur) 
WR 13 Chris McGaha (Sr.) 
WR 6 Kyle Williams (Sr.) 
LT 67 Shawn Lauvao (Sr) 
LG 59 Jon Hargis (ur) 

C 52 Garth Gerhart (So.) 
RG 73 Zach Schlink (So.) 
RT 74 Tom Njunge (Sr.) 
TE 84 Jovon Williams (Sr) 
QB 15 Danny Sullivan (Sr.) 
TB 31 Dimitri Nance (Sr) 


DEFENSE (6) 

LE 34 James Brooks (So.) 
DT 50 Lawrence Guy (So.) 
DT 77 Saia Falahola (Ur) 
RE 58 Dexter Davis (Sr.) 
SLB 41 Shelly Lyons (So.) 
MLB 44 Travis Goethel (Sr.) 
WLB 25 Mike Nixon (Sr) 
CB 3 Omar Bolden (ur.) 
CB 5 Terell Carr (Sr.) 

SS 2 Ryan McFoy (Sr.) 
FS 9 Clint Floyd (So.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 28 Thomas Weber (ur.) 
P 28 Thomas Weber (Jr) 


DEPTH CHART 


4 Gerell Robinson (So.) 
86 TJ. Simpson (So.) 

9 AJ. Pickens (Fr) 
78 Kyle Johnson (Fr.) 
72 Andrew Sampson (Fr.) 
56 Thomas Altieri (Sr.) 
70 Mike Marcisz (So.) 
70 Mike Marcisz (So.) 
89 Dan Knapp (So.) 
10 Samson Szakacsy (So.) 
21 Ryan Bass (So.) 


49 Dean DeLeone (ur) 
Corey Adams (Fr.) 
99 Jonathan English (ur) 
92 Jamaar Jarrett (So.) 
21 Colin Parker (So.) 
Vontaze Burfict (Fr.) 
18 Oliver Aaron (So.) 
31 Pierre Singfield (Sr.) 
23 Josh Jordan (So.) 
10 Keelan Johnson (Fr) 
8 Jarrell Holman (Sr) 


KR 6 Kyle Williams (Sr.) 
PR 6 Kyle Williams (Sr.) 


LINEBACKERS ‘Two years ago, Erickson 
lamented the lack of speed in his linebacking 
corps. He’s not singing the blues anymore. 
Weak-side linebacker Mike Nixon tied for the 
Pac-10 lead with five interceptions in 2008. 
Strong-side backer Shelly Lyons has the kind 
of sideline-to-sideline range that ASU’s been 
missing the last few years. And in the middle, 
here comes freshman Vontaze Burfict, who will 
battle senior Travis Goethel for the starting job. 
Erickson compares Burfict to Baltimore 
Rayens great Ray Lewis. ASU is so deep at line- 
backer that Gerald Munns, who started as a 
freshman and was a regular contributor before 
leaving the team last year for personal issues, 
may have trouble getting playing time. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS If there's one area of 
ASU’s defense that remains a concern, it’s the 
secondary. Junior Omar Bolden has been her- 
alded as a shut-down corner ever since he 
spurned USC to become a Sun Devil, but he 
gave up far too many big plays last season and 
has only three interceptions in his first two sea- 
sons. Fellow cornerback Terell Carr also has 
been a bit of a tease. He possesses 4.4 speed, 
but he had only one interception last year. 
ASU lost safeties Troy Nolan and Rodney Cox, 
but the drop-off shouldn't be too severe. Ryan 
McFoy, a converted linebacker, looked terrific 


at strong safety in spring workouts, and Clint Floyd should be a capable replacement for Nolan at 


free safety. 


SPECIALISTS The Sun Devil special teams should be strong. Placekicker Thomas Weber won the 
Lou Groza Award as a freshman and has made 86 percent of his career field goal attempts. Weber 
also doubles as the punter and has averaged 40.5 yards per boot. Williams is the primary returner. 
He averaged a conference-best 17.0 yards per punt return in 2008 and was seventh in kickoff re- 


turns (23.3). 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP ARIZONA STATE “It seems like they always have talent. (Quarterback) Rudy 
Carpenter was a gunslinger. He was inconsistent. He was a lot of flash and not a lot of sub- 
stance. ... They don’t seem to know who’s going to be the guy (at quarterback). I know they like 
the kid coming in from Montana (Brock Osweiler). Every year Dennis Erickson has been success- 
ful he’s always had a great quarterback. Obviously, when you have a first-year quarterback in the 
Pac-10 you have a chance to struggle. Erickson is a dang good quarterback coach. He knows 
what he’s doing. He’ll pick the right one. ... Defensively, he’s got all those kids coming back and 
feels pretty good about it, which ought to give the offense a chance to get their feet beneath 
them. (Freshman Vontaze) Burfict is a great football player. Dang, from what I saw on tape he 
could play right away. ... I know they were really disappointed with the way things went last 
season. I’m sure Coach Erickson will get that thing back on track. They’ve got good players. They 
just got the injury bug early last season and never really recovered.” 
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OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


Ground to a halt The Sun Devils aver- 
aged just 2.9 yards per rush and 89. 1 
yards per game in 2008. Erickson’s re- 
sponse: He plans to throw it more. 


Crisis of confidence Quarterback Danny 
Sullivan told a reporter in spring ball that 
he wanted to shut his critics up, but he 
lacks a deep well of admirers within the 
locker room as well. The players and 
coaching staff like Sullivan personally, but 
there are questions about his athletic 
ability and throwing accuracy. 


Sun Devil High Centennial High School 
in Corona, Calif., is turning into a feeder 
school for ASU. The Sun Devils signed 
three players from the school in 2008 and 
three more this past February. 


All in the family The new running backs 
coach at ASU has a familiar name: Erick- 
son. Bryce Erickson, the head coach’s 
son, was promoted after serving as of- 
fensive graduate assistant the last two 


seasons. 


DIMITRI NANCE 


RISING STAR 


Erickson has com- 
pared incoming 
freshman line- 
backer Vontaze 
Burfict to Balti- 
more Ravens 
great Ray Lewis 
for the manner in 
which he physi- 
cally intimidates 
opponents. The 
Sun Devils have a 
slew of talented linebackers, but the 
6'3", 245-pound Burfict, who was a five- 
star recruit, could start immediately at 
middle linebacker. 


—" 
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2009 ARIZONA STATE ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN _ DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
19 Barnes, Jimmy 65/247 Sr. Los Alamitos,CA 65 Bertrand, David 61/265 Sr Scottsdale, AZ 
17 Osweiler, Brock 68/237 Fr Kalispell, MT 34 Brooks, James 6-5/278 So. Flagstaff, AZ 
8 Stangel, Chasen 61/196 So. San Jacinto,CA 98 Brown, Zach 6-2/224 Sr Dallas, TX 
15 Sullivan, Danny 6-4/242 Sr. Los Gatos,CA 58 Davis, Dexter 6-2/255 Sr Phoenix, AZ 
10 Szakacsy, Samson 6-4/205 So. Camarillo,CA 99 English, Jonathan 6-0/282 Ur River Ridge, LA 
RUNNING BACKS HUWT CL HOMETOWN 77 Falahola, Saia 61/298 dr Euless, TX 
45 Gasu, Spencer 6-1/289 Sr. Tustin, CA 
21 Bass, Ryan 5-9/205 So. Corona, CA 
32. Battle, Avory 59/211 So. Phoenix, AZ 50 Guy, Lawrence 65/293 So. Las Vegas, NV 
, raise 92 Jarrett, Jamaar 65/268 So. San Marcos, CA 
36 DeWitty, Shaun 6-2/210 Sr. Colorado Springs, CO = 
. : A 51 Jones, Otis 6-1/285 Fr. Lawndale, CA 
38 Morrison, James 511/219 Fr. Phoenix, AZ 
tA 61 Moos, Bo 6-0/288 So. Eugene, OR 
31 Nance, Dimitri 5-10/218 Sr. Euless, TX : 3 
20. Woods, Jarrell 510/215 Sr Northville, MI, 29 Robinson, Jamarr 62/247 dr. Fairfield; CA 
93 Togiai, Zeb 6-2/293 Fr. Phoenix, AZ 
RES ld a ee 96 Tuitea,Toa 63/246 Fr. Westminster, CA 
le, Allante T. jOeNiX, BACKE! HOMETOW! 
18 Driscoll, Dustin 5-10/185 Jr. El Centro, CA UNE ae BIW Gt ee N 
4 18 Aaron, Oliver 6-0/205 So. Gainesville, FL 
85 Matsumoto, Brian 60/177 Sr. Honolulu, HI 30. Anderson, Derrall 62/31 So Tampa, FL 
13. McGaha, Chris 61/199 Sr. Phoenix, AZ 46 Boreuter ‘eff 63/23 Je Invi Tx 
9 Pickens, Au. 510/172 Fe Chino, CA as f Kee 
t i ‘ 56 DeMichele, Tom 60/216 Fr. Phoenix, AZ 
BO Piva; Bryant GO/LR2 dr Carlsbad,CA 44. Goethel, Travis 63/237 Sr Vista, CA 
4 Robinson, Gerell 6-4/230 So. Phoenix, AZ 41 Lyons, Shelly 62/25 So. Corona, CA 
23. Simmons, Tony 60/185 dr. Chandler, AZ gg Magee, Brandon 511/226 0. Corona, CA 
86 Simpson, TW. 61/189 So. Peoria, AZ 53 McDonald, John 60/209 Fr Chandler, AZ 
2 Smith, Brandon 6-2/195 Sr. Bakersfield, CA 47 Munns Gerald 64/242 Sr Geen Creek, AZ 
5 Taylor, Kerry 60/197 Jr Chandler, AZ 95 Nixon. Mike 63/224 Sp Phoeniy, AZ 
6 Williams, Kyle 5-10/186 Sr. Scottsdale, AZ 9) parker Colin 61/228 So. Chandler, AZ 
TIGHT ENDS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 54 Treffers, Neil 6-2/223 So. Gilbert, AZ 
87 Figueroa, Steven 64/251 Fr. Tempe, AZ DEFENSIVE BACKS HVWI CL HOMETOWN 
89 Knapp, Dan 65/258 So. Reno,NV 3. Bolden, Omar 510/195 dr Ontario, CA 
88 Kohl, Trevor 61/248 So. Gilbert, AZ 39. Brown, Marcus 5-10/198 Sr. Tucson, AZ 
83 Malamala, Stanley 63/267 Sr. Lahaina, HE 37. Callaghan, Mike 62/211 ur Scottsdale, AZ 
39 Skorupka, Ryan 60/225 dt Sparta,NJ-—— 1. Carr, Deveron 51/184 Fr. Scottsdale, AZ 
84 Williams, Jovon 6-4/225 Sr. Covina,CA 5 Carr Terell 5-9/177 Sr. Tulsa, OK 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT CL HOMETOWN — 20 Clark, Jonathan 6-0/187 So. Arlington, TX 
56 Altieri, Thomas 61/301 Sr. Vista,CA 9 Floyd, Clint 510/198 So, Los Angeles, CA 
62 Emanuele, Nick 66/277 Fr San Diego,CA 35 Flunder, Gerald 510/190 Fr. Glendale, AZ 
52 Gerhart, Garth 6:1/302 So. Norco,CA 29. Garza, Justin 5-9/187 So. San Jose, CA 
79 Good, Brent 6-2/342 Sr. Chandler, AZ 13 Harkey, Cameron 510/181 Sr. Spokane, WA 
59 Hargis, Jon 63/312 Jr Mesa, AZ 8 Holman, Jarrell 60/200 Sr. Las Vegas, NV 
66 Hustad, Matt 6-5/292 So, Helena, MT 52 Johnson, Brandon 60/198 Fr. Oakland, CA 
76 Jamison, Patrick 63/280 Fr. Chandler, AZ 10 Johnson, Keelan 60/199 Fr. Mesa, AZ 
78 Johnson, Kyle 67/292 Fr. Norco,CA 23 dordan, Josh 61/173 So. Las Vegas, NV 
67 Lauvao, Shaun 63/305 Sr. Honolulu, HI 7 Lewis, LeQuan S1/193 dr. Norwalk, CA 
69 Lester, Kenny 61/248 dr. Geneva,FL 2 McFoy, Ryan 61/209 Sr. Chino, CA 
70 Marcisz, Mike 65/298 So. Livermore, CA 31 Singfield, Pierre 5-11/196 Sr, Green Valley, AZ 
68 Marsh, Trent 61/318 So. St. Louis, MO. 19. Tabach, Max 62/205 Jr. Scottsdale, AZ 
74 Njunge, Tom 65/272 Sr. Pasadena,CA SPECIALISTS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
72 Sampson, Andrew 63/299 Fr. Aurora,CO 51. Davie, Clay (LS) 6-0/218 So. Scottsdale, AZ 
73 Schlink, Zach 6-4/331 So. Peoria, AZ 38 Hankins, Trevor (P) 6-3/229 Ur. Scottsdale, AZ 
60 Scott, Chris 6-1/282 So. Somerdale, NJ 57 Ohmart, Thomas (LS) 6-1/243 So. Scottsdale, AZ 
77 Tello, Adam 63/290 So. Norco,CA 97 Tonna, McCabe (K) 6-0/200 ur San Jose, CA 
64 Williams, Isaiah 6-7/342 So. Washington,DC 28 Weber, Thomas (K) 61/207 ur Downey, CA 
2009 SIGNEES 
Corey Adams DT 6-3 292 Scottsdale, AZ  LeQuan Lewis CB 6-0 195 Norwalk, CA 
darrid Bryant WR 6-4 185 Salisbury,CT Cameron Marshall RB 5-11 210 San Jose, CA 
Vontaze Burfict LB 6-3 245 Corona, CA Shane McCullen S$ 6-2 208 Apache Junction, AZ 
Christopher Coyle TE 6-3 235 Westlake Village,CA Jamal Miles RB 5-10 180 Peoria, AZ 
Dean DeLeone DE 6-3 255 Park City, UT Brock Osweiler QB 68 235 Kalispell, MT 
Evan Finkenberg OL 6-6 265 R.SantaMargarita,CA Gregory Smith DE 63 240 Perris, CA 
J.J. Holliday WR 6-0 165 Tucson, AZ Max Smith TE 6-2 258 Scottsdale, AZ 
Osahon Irabor CB 5-11 183 Upland, CA William Sutton DT 6-2 275 Corona, CA 
Anthony Jones LB 6-2 218 Chandler, AZ Fred Thornton OL 6-4 310 Phoenix, AZ 
Kipeli Koniseti ATH 6-3 235 Sacramento, CA Matthew Tucker S 63 190 Aurora, CO 
Kody Koebensky OL 6-4 303 Scottsdale, AZ | MarcusWashington RB 6-1 195 Phoenix, AZ 


Sept. 5 Idaho State 
Sept. 19 UL Monroe 
Sept. 26 at Georgia 
Oct. 3 Oregon State 
Oct. 10 atWashington State 
Oct. 17 Washington 
Oct. 24 at Stanford 
Oct. 31 California 
Nov. 7 USC 

Nov. 14 at Oregon 
Nov. 21 atUCLA 
Nov. 28 Arizona 


HEAD COACH: DENNIS ERICKSON 
RECORD AT SCHOOL; 15-10 (2 YEARS) 
CAREER RECORD: 163-75-1 (20 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: RICH OLSON 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: CRAIG BRAY 
LOCATION: TEMPE, ARIZ. 

STADIUM: SUN DEVIL STADIUM (71,706) 


RECORD: (5-7, 4-5) 


| DATE OPPONENT RESULT SCORE 
Aug. 30 Northern Arizona WwW 30-13 
Sept. 6 Stanford Ww 41-17 
Sept.13 UNLV L (ot) 20-23 
| Sept.20 Georgia L 10-27 
' Oct. 4 at California L 14-24 
' Oct. 11 at USC L 0-28 
| Oct. 25 Oregon L 20-54 
| Nov. at Oregon State L 25-27 
' Nov. 8 atWashington W 39-19 
Nov. 15 Washington State W 31- 0 
Nov. 28 UCLA W 34-9 
Dec. 6 at Arizona L 10-31 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


The Sun Devils signed nine players rated among the nation’s top 30 at their positions. Dennis Erickson wanted more 
athleticism on the defensive side of the ball, and he got it with the signings of Vontaze Burfict, ranked as the top mid- 
dle linebacker in the country and the highest-rated player ever to sign with ASU, and defensive tackle Corey Adams, 
a local product from Scottsdale. The key signing, however, could be quarterback Brock Osweiler, from Kalispell, Mont. 
The 6'8" Osweiler wowed the coaching staff in spring workouts with his arm and his athleticism. Osweiler has a chance 
to be a four-year starter at Arizona State. If there’s a criticism of the class, it’s that Erickson signed only three of- 
fensive linemen. The line has been a problem area for years, and Erickson has complained about a lack of depth at 
the position. 


| PASSING ATT COMP) §= YDS TD INT 
Rudy Carpenter 351 213 2,493 16 9 
Danny Sullivan 43:2 15 LS 2 
RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD 
Dimitri Nance LO5~ “4107 23:93 
KeeganHerring 105 401 38 3 

_ Shaun DeWitty 62 270 44 0O 
RECEIVING REC YDS AVG ITD 
Michael Jones 61 744 122 4 

_ Chris McGaha 35 501 143 1 

| Kerry Taylor 27 405 15.0 3 


Kicking: Thomas Weber, 19-25 FGs, 29-30 XPs, 


86 points 


Tackles: Mike Nixon, 90; Morris Wooten, 72 


| Sacks: Dexter Davis, 11; Luis Vasquez, 4 
| Interceptions: Mike Nixon, 5; Troy Nolan, 4 


Returning Players in Bold 
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PAC-10 
PREDICTION 


fter a three-plus-year run that found Cal consistently in the national conver- 
sation, the Bears have taken a step back the past year-and-a-half. Since rising 
to No. 2 in the polls with a 5-0 record midway through the 2007 season, the 
Bears are only 11-10. But there are many around Berkeley who believe this 
is the year the program can return to national prominence. 

To do that, there is one not-so-small issue to resolve — finding a passing game. Every- 
thing else seems to be in place to make a run at USC for Pac-10 dominance. Running 
back Jahvid Best, the league’s defending rushing champion, is back. The defense re- 
turns eight starters to a unit chat ranked in the top 30 nationally in 2008, its first sea- 
son in a 3-4 alignment. 

But to keep opposing defenses from focusing on Best and alleviate some of the pres- 
sure on the defense, the Bears need to improve a passing attack that ranked 83rd in the 
nation last season. Neither Kevin Riley nor Nate Longshore was very effective at quar- 
terback. Longshore has graduated, leaving Riley, who started nine games last year, as the 


Jahvid Best averaged 8.1 
yards per carry en route to 
a league-leading 1,580 
yards rushing last season. 


frontrunner to lead the offense again. But coach Jeff Tedford has opened up the posi- 
tion and is taking a long, hard look at sophomore Brock Mansion. 
play from their wide receivers. Almost all 
of them played their first full season of col- 
lege football last year. The Bears are hope- 
ful that experience will result in more 

Tedford continues to bring plenty of talent to Berkeley, so it’s not hard to believe the 
Bears can make the necessary improvements. But there's no time to waste. After a three- 
game non-conference stretch to open the season that includes two BCS conference op- 
ponents, Cal jumps right into the league schedule by playing fellow Pac-10 top dogs 


Meanwhile, the Bears also need improved 
8. i 
production this season. 
Oregon and USC. It won't take long to find out exactly where this team stands. 
8 g ) 


QUARTERBACKS This marks the second-straight year Riley is involved in a quarter- 
back competition. He wrestled the job away from Longshore to begin last season, but 
then lost the starting role — twice. The second time came in the season-ending Emer- 
ald Bowl, effectively wiping the slate clean for an open competition in 2009. Riley 
threw for only 123.6 yards per game last season, partly because of his own inconsistent 
play, partly because of the inexperience of his receiving corps and partly because of an 
offensive line that was hit hard by injuries. The good news is that Riley threw only six 
interceptions. With the specter of | ongshore’s presence on the sideline now gone, Riley 
will have an opportunity to prove that this is his team to lead. Mansion is talented but 
has thrown only six passes in his career, all in garbage time. 


RUNNING BACKS Best ranked third nationally last season with an average of 
131.7 rushing yards per game, despite playing much of the year with an injured 
ES foot, ankle and elbow. He had offseason surgery on his foot and elbow and 
missed spring practice for the second year in a row. Best is expected to be fully 
healthy by the start of the season, and many are tabbing him as a Heisman Trophy 
candidate after he finished the year by rushing for 698 yards in his final three games. 
The Bears have a capable backup — don’t they always? — in Shane Vereen, who rushed 
for 715 yards last season as a freshman. Vereen rushed for 101 yards on nine carries in 
his first career game — a win over Michigan State — and hit the 75-yard mark on four 
other occasions. 


RECEIVERS The Bears entered last season with only 12 career catches among their 
entire crop of wide receivers, and the inexperience was evident. No receiver ever emerged 
as a consistent threat, and three of Cal's top five pass-catchers were running backs or 
tight ends. Wide receiver Nyan Boateng’s 29 catches led the team. The coaching staff 
was encouraged by the incremental i improvement by Boateng, Verran Tucker and Jeremy 
Ross, and all are back. But they will have to make more significant strides during the 
summer to help breathe life into the passing game. A big boost could come from 
Michael Calvin and Marvin Jones, both of whom missed significant time last year due 
to injuries. Calvin played through the first four games with a sprained toe before tear- 
ing his ACL and missing the rest of the season. Jones was expected to make an impact 
as a true freshman but sprained his knee early on. He came back later in the season and 
impressed the coaching staff in practice. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN No discussion here can begin without mentioning the signif- 
icance of the loss of All-American Alex Mack, considered by many to be the best cen- 
ter in the country last season. The Bears will miss not only his considerable talents, but 
also his ability to direct traffic at the line of scrimmage. Mack won the Draddy Trophy 
last year as the top student-athlete in college football, so his smarts on the field were 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT 
THE GOLDEN BEARS 


If Cal can revive its dormant passing attack, 
it could be a special season in Berkeley. The 
Bears appear to have all of the other ele- 
ments needed to make a run at USC for the 
Pac-10 title. Cal returns running back 
Jahvid Best, who won the Pac-10 rushing 
title last season and ranked third nationally 
at 131.7 yards per game. The Bears have 
eight starters back on a defense that made 
a flawless transition to the 3-4 and ranked 
in the top 30 nationally. The problem lies 
with the passing game. Both Kevin Riley 
and Nate Longshore were inconsistent last 
season at quarterback. Longshore has grad- 
uated, so Riley has a chance to lock down 
the position. But coach Jeff Tedford also is 
taking a look at sophomore Brock Mansion 
and won’t name a starter until sometime 
during fall camp. Riley threw for only 123.6 
yards per game last season, but the lack of 
production wasn’t entirely his fault. The of- 
fensive line was hit hard by injuries, and the 
wide receiving corps was green. The Bears 
need one or two playmakers to emerge 
from that group of receivers — seniors 
Nyan Boateng and Verran Tucker are the 
leading candidates. Although the defense 
has experience, Cal needs to find a way to 
replace touted linebackers Zack Follett, 
Worrell Williams and Anthony Felder. 


KEY GOLDEN BEARS 

Jahvid Best, RB The next in a long line of 
great Cal backs could be the top Heisman 
candidate on the West Coast. 

Syd’Quan Thompson, CB One of the na- 
tion’s best corners has been a starter since 
his freshman season in 2006. 

Tyson Alualu, DE A key element on one of 
the Pac-10’s top defensive lines should be 
playing in the NFL in 2010. 


KEY LOSSES 

Alex Mack, C His experience and talent 
will be hard to replace at a key position. 
Zack Follett, LB Rush linebacker altered 
opponents’ game plans. 

Worrell Williams, LB Team leader was the 
Bears’ heart and soul. 
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measurable. Still, the Bears have an impressive crop of young linemen. Chris Guarnero, a natural 
center who started at left guard last season until he was sidelined with a toe injury, will replace 
Mack, Former starting right tackle Mike Tepper was granted a sixth year of eligibility by the NCAA 
after missing the entire 2005 and 2008 seasons with injuries and will start at left tackle. Right 
tackle Mitchell Schwartz showed promise as a redshirt freshman last year. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN The Bears have one of the best defensive end tandems in the country 
in senior Tyson Alualu and junior Cameron Jordan. Alualu can cause problems for opposing 
quarterbacks and running backs as he had six sacks and 62 tackles last season. Alualu should be 
onan NFL team next season. At 6'4", 287 pounds, Jordan has the type of uncanny athletic abil- 
ity that should make him a high NFL Draft pick some day. Derrick Hill is steady at noseguard 
but has chronic knee problems. The Bears are high on redshirt freshman Kendrick Payne, who 
figures to see a lot of time if Hill is slowed by his knee. 


OFFENSE (6) 
WR 8 Nyan Boateng (Sr.) 

WR 86 Verran Tucker (Sr.) 

LT 79 Mike Tepper (Sr.) 

LG 70 Mark Boskovich (Jr.) 

C ‘54 Chris Guarnero (ur) 

RG 61 Justin Cheadle (So.) 

RT 72 Mitchell Schwartz (So.) 
TE 44 Tad Smith (Sr) 

QB 13 Kevin Riley (ur) 

FB 33 Brian Holley (Sr) 

RB 4 Jahvid Best (Jr) 


DEFENSE (8) 

DE 44 Tyson Alualu (Sr.) 

NT 76 Derrick Hill (Jr) 

DE 97 Cameron Jordan (Jr.) 
OLB 9 Eddie Young (Sr.) 

ILB 18 Michael Mohamed (Jr.) 
ILB 10 Devin Bishop (Sr.) 

OLB 30 Mychal Kendricks (So.) 


CB 5 Syd’Quan Thompson (Sr.) 


CB 26 Darian Hagan (Jr) 
S 29 Marcus Ezeff (Sr.) 
S 25 Brett Johnson (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 40 Giorgio Tavecchio (So.) 
P 19 Bryan Anger (So.) 


DEPTH CHART 


3 Jeremy Ross (ur) 
84 Michael Calvin (So.) 
53 Donovan Edwards (Jr) 
75 Matt Summers-Gavin (Fr) 
65 Dominic Galas (Fr.) 

73 Richard Fisher (Jr) 
58 Chet Teofilo (Sr) 
80 Anthony Miller (So.) 
10. Brock Mansion (So.) 
31 John Tyndall (So.) 
34 Shane Vereen (So.) 


92 Trevor Guyton (So.) 
96 Kendrick Payne (Fr.) 
47 Keith Browner (ur.) 
Ryan Davis (Jr) 

3 Dw. Holt (So.) 
43 Charles Johnson (Ur) 
90 Solomona Aigamaua (So.) 
7 Chris Conte (Jr) 

2 Marc Anthony (Fr.) 

7 Dw. Campbell (So.) 
11 Sean Cattouse (So.) 


KR 4 Jahvid Best (Jr) 
PR 5 Syd’Quan Thompson (Sr.) 


LINEBACKERS Aside from the quarterbacks, 


the most pressing issue for Cal fans is how the 
Bears will survive without linebackers Zack 
Follett, Worrell Williams and Anthony 
Felder, each of whom left school with a laun- 
dry list of accolades. Defensive coordinator 
Bob Gregory is on record saying the unit 
wont take a step back at all. Junior Mike Mo- 
hamed may have been the team’s best line- 
backer last season despite not even starting. 
He will start on the inside this season. Senior 
Eddie Young is back at one outside spot, and 
sophomore Mychal Kendricks is a potential 
star on the other side. Senior Devin Bishop 
came on in a reserve role at the end of last 
year and figures to play alongside Mohamed 
inside. Highly regarded D.J. Holt is also in 
the mix. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS The Bears return their 
entire secondary, led by the imposing corner- 
back tandem of Syd’Quan Thompson and 
Darian Hagan. Thompson was an All-Pac-10 
first-team pick last season and should be one 
of the nation’s best at his position. The im- 
mensely talented Hagan finally started to put 
things together as a sophomore last year and 
isn’t too far behind Thompson. Steady senior 
Marcus Ezeff is back for his third year as a 
starter at one safety spot. Brett Johnson im- 


proved as the season went along last year and is also back at safety, with Sean Cattouse pushing 


him for playing time. 


SPECIALISTS All of the significant principals return, and that is both good and bad for the 
Bears. Punter Bryan Anger was a semifinalist for the Ray Guy Award, and Best led the Pac-10 
in kick returns. Thompson was one of the conference's best punt returners, and the Bears re- 
turned three blocked kicks for touchdowns. On the flip side, Cal’s punt coverage ranked 102nd 
nationally. Also, kicker Giorgio Tavecchio struggled to consistently drive kickoffs past the op- 
posing 10-yard line, and opponents perpetually started drives with good field position. 


SCOUTING THE GOLDEN BEARS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP CALIFORNIA “They’ve got the (Jahvid) Best kid coming back at running 
back. (Kevin) Riley’s back at quarterback. They’ve got offensive weapons. They ran the ball 
well last year, against pretty much everybody in the league. They always run the ball well. I 
thought their big issue was not having a guy at the quarterback spot to hang their hat on, in 
going with two guys. ... They’ve lost all those guys defensively and it will be interesting to see 
what happens to them on that side of the ball. I thought their front seven was as good as any 


in the league, and now they’ve got to replace all of the linebackers. 


... They’ve got a good 


secondary coming back. ... Their offensive line coach, Jim Michalczik, went to the Raiders 
(after a brief stop at Washington). He’s a good football coach. That might hurt them. But (Jeff) 
Tedford has been successful every year he’s been in the league. He knows what he’s doing. 
They should be tough again.” 


TYSON ALUALU 


OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


Veggie deluxe Backup guard Richard 
Fisher is a vegetarian, something you 
don’t see too often from a football player, 
especially an offensive lineman. Still, 
Fisher has managed to increase his weight 
to 290 pounds, filling up on things such as 
pasta, pizza, omelettes and protein shakes. 


Sixth sense Left tackle Mike Tepper was 
granted a sixth year of eligibility by the 
NCAA after missing two full seasons with 
injuries. In 2005, Tepper suffered a bro- 
ken leg when he was hit by a car trying to 
protect a female companion. He sat out 
last season after pectoral muscle surgery. 


Loyal bloodlines Fullback Will Kapp is 
the son of legendary Cal quarterback Joe 
Kapp, who led the Bears to their last 
Rose Bowl in 1959. Kapp is a converted 
defensive back who is in the mix to play 
this season. 


Catching a tune Director of football op- 
erations Mike McHugh sings in a local 
classic rock band, Tightwad Hill, named 
after the slope that sits high above Me- 
morial Stadium where penny-pinching 
fans can catch a glimpse of home games 
for free. 


RISING STAR 


The Bears were 
hoping wide re- 
ceiver Marvin 
Jones would con- 
tribute last sea- 
son as a true 
freshman, but a 
knee injury lim- 
ited him to only 
one catch. Con- 
sidering the lack 
of production Cal 
got from its receivers last season, the 
sophomore is being counted on to 
make a significant impact this year. 
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Peter Brouillet 


Gal 2009 CALIFORNIA ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 75 Summers-Gavin,Matt  6-4/291 Fr, — San Francisco, CA 
10 Mansion, Brock 65/237 So. Dallas, TX 58 Teofilo, Chet 63/329 Sr. Chula Vista, CA 
13 Riley, Kevin 6-2/221 dr. Portland, OR 79 Tepper, Mike 67/319 Sr. Cypress, CA 
9 Sweeney, Beau 62/226 Fr. Fresno,CA DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 
14 Wertenberger, Ryan 62/207 Fr. Mission Viejo,CA 44 Alualu, Tyson 63/295 Sr. Honolulu, HI 
RUNNING BACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 50 _Bemoll, Kevin 6-4/334 Sr. Mission Viejo, CA 
4 Best, Jahvid 510/195 Jr. Vallejo,cA 47 Browner, Keith 6-6/268 Jr Los Angeles, CA 
28 DeBoskie,Covaughn  5-11/205 Fr. Chandler, AZ 77 Costanzo, Michael 6-2/296 ur. Danville, CA 
18 Geurts, Peter 61/215 So. SanRamon,CA 92 Guyton, Trevor 63/293 So, Woodinville, WA 
33. Holley, Brian 59/235 Sr Pomona, Ca 76 Hill, Derrick 6-2/302 Jr Oakland, CA 
24. Jackson, Langston 61/227 Fr. Simi Valley, CA 97 dordan, Cameron 6-4/287 Jr Chandler, AZ 
22 Kapp, Will 510/216 So. Los Gatos, Ca 95 Owusu, Ernest Go eet eswilesIN 
21 Lewis, Kevin 5-9/180 Fr. Victorville, cA 96 Payne, Kendrick 62/300 Fr, Houston, TX 
39. Russi, Matt 5.9/237 Sr. Danville, CA 40 Tipoti, Aaron 6-2/281 Fr. Honolulu, HI 
48 Stevens, Eric 60/229 Fr. San Pedro,CA LINEBACKERS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 
31 Tyndall, John 63/236 So. Pacific Grove,CA 90 Aigamaua, Solomona 6-1/246 So. Honolulu, HI 
34 Vereen, Shane §-10/198 So. Valencia, CA 10 Bishop, Devin 61/239 Sr San Francisco, CA 
RECEIVERS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 3 Holt, Dv. 6-1/250 So. Encino, CA 
8 Boateng, Nyan 62/211 St Brooklyn, NY 34 Hurrell, UP 60/205 Fr. San Mateo, CA 
81 Bostock, Ross 60/192 Fr Sebastopol, CA 43 Johnson, Charles 61/232 dr. Lake Forest, CA 
84 Calvin, Michael 62/208 So.  Santorenzo,ca 32 Kendricks, Mychal 60/230 So. ee 
1 Jones, Marvin 6-2/190 So. Etiwanda, CA 1S Monet; Miche) Sa Boe Hee 
37 Mullins, Robert 511/222 Fr Los Angeles, CA 
By aes nies eS Saratoga, CA 45 Rosato, Nick 60/242 Fr SanRamon, CA 
3 Ross, Jeremy 5-11/216 dr Sacramento, CA 9 Young E die 60/239 Se Berkeley, CA 
2 Satchel, Charles 6-2/208 Fr. Milpitas, CA : 3 4 
7 Tedford, Quinn 51/158 So. Danville, CA DEFENSIVE BACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 
86 Tucker, Verran 6-1/204 Sr Torrance, CA 27 Amadi, Charles 5-10/186 Jr. Fresno, CA 
88 Williams, Aric 62/198 So. Livermore, CA Filet bes Fe den 
rooks, Jesse . [a and, 
TIGHT ENDS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN = 7 Campbell, Du 511/198 So. Nc Las Vegas, NV 
83, Curran, Skylar 64/256 St Woodland,CA 48. Caterina, Thomas 62/188 Fr Palmdale, CA 
99 Eselu, Savai'i 63/251 So. Honolulu, HI ll Cattouse, Sean 6-2/206 So. Chicago, IL 
89 Graffort, Garry 63/242 dr, Concord,CA 17 Conte, Chris 63/205 Jt Los Angeles, CA 
45 Ladner, Spencer 67/253 Fr. Kansas City, MO 9g Dawson, Jonathan 5-10/194 Jr Santa Margarita, CA 
80 Miller, Anthony 63/258 So. San Jose,CA 1. Ellison, Tyre 62/184 Fr. San Francisco, CA 
44° Smith, Tad 65/254 Sr. Tsleton, CA 29 Ezeff, Marcus 511/219 St Santa Rosa, CA 
19 Sparks, Jarrett 61/229 Fr. Merced, CA 26 Hagan, Darian 6-0/186 Ur. Los Angeles, CA 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HT/WT CL HOMETOWN = 23 Hill, Josh 59/194 Fr. Houston, TX 
70 Boskovich, Mark 6-4/304 Ur. LosAltos,CA 29 vohnson, Brett 61/194 Sr. Henderson, NV 
61 Cheadle, Justin 6-2/299 So. Bakersfield,cA 4 Little, Chris 62/224 Fr. Oakland, CA 
7 DeMartinis, Sam 65/293 So.  ShermanOaks,cA 15 Nnabuife, Bryant 61/200 dt Brenham, 1X 
53 Edwards, Donovan 65/285 dr. Richmond,cA > Thompson, SyéQuan —5-9/187 St_——_Sacramento, CA 
74 Emery, TW. 6-3/291 So. Temecula,CA SPECIALISTS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
73. Fisher, Richard 6-4/290 dr Ben Lomond,CA 19 Anger, Bryan (P) 6-3/199 So. Camarillo, CA 
65. Galas, Dominic 61/281 Fr. Modesto,CA 14 Demopoulos, Nick(K)  5-9/166 dr. San Diego, CA 
52 Gates, Justin 61/281 So. Reno,NV 50 Rios, Matt (LS) 61/236 Fr. Phoenix, AZ 
54 Guarnero, Chris 62/275 dk Arvada,CO 30 Robles, Joe (K) §-10/195 dr Mission Viejo, CA 
78 Prueitt, Justin 6-4/278 Jr. Clovis,CA 46 Seawright, David (K) 63/223 So. San Diego, CA 
77 Rigsbee, Tyler 6-4/275 Fr. Chico,CA 40 Tavecchio, Giorgio (K)  5-8/173 So. Moraga, CA 
72 Schwartz, Mitchell 6-7/335 So. Pacific Palisades,CA © 35 Theimer, Ryan (P) 6-2/195 So. Monrovia, CA 


2009 SIGNEES 


Mark Brazinski OL 6-4 293 Somerville, NJ Jerome Meadows LB 6-3 240 Spartanburg, SC 
Allan Bridgford QB 6-3 210 Mission Viejo, CA Jarred Price LB 5-11 218 Dallas, TX 
Deandre Coleman DT 6-6 309 Seattle, WA Charles Ragland OL 6-8 285 Denver, CO 
Vince D'Amato K 6-1 195 Lake Forest,CA  Vachel Samuels CB 6-0 175 Lynwood, CA 
Ryan Davis OLB 6-4 247 Norwalk, CA Brian Schwenke OL 6-3 260 Oceanside, CA 
Steven Fanua LB 6-1 203 Milpitas, CA Charles Siddoway OL 6-7 325 Eugene, OR 
Markish Jones WR 6-0 200 Spartanburg, SC _Isi Sofele ATH 5-7 170 Salt Lake City, UT 
Keni Kaufusi DT 6-2 275 Salt Lake City, UT Steve Williams CB 5-10 160 Dallas, TX 
Alex Logan S 62 190 Denver,CO Dasarte Yarnway RB 6-0 222 SanFrancisco, CA 


Cal’s recruiting class doesn’t have much punch at the skill positions but is strong in the trenches. The Bears brought in 
one of the nation’s top offensive line classes, highlighted by center Mark Brazinski, a New Jersey native considered one 
of the best in the country. Tackles Charles Siddoway and Charles Ragland also are regarded as top-100 recruits at their 
position. Cal also inked one of the nation’s top defensive linemen, Deandre Coleman of Seattle. Other headliners are 
cornerback Steve Williams, who decommitted from Oklahoma to join the Bears, Elite 11 quarterback Allan Bridgford and 
running back Dasarte Yarnway, a local product from nearby San Francisco. Despite questions about their wide re- 
ceivers, the Bears brought in only one player at that position, Markish Jones of Compton (Calif.) Community College. 
Coach Jeff Tedford says he is satisfied with the potential of the young receivers currently on his roster. 


Sept. 5 Maryland 

Sept. 12 Eastern Washington 
Sept. 19 at Minnesota 
Sept. 26 at Oregon 

Ocha 3" USC 

Oct. 17 atUCLA c= 
Oct. 24 Washington State 
Oct. 31 at Arizona State 
Nov. 7 Oregon State 
Nov. 14 Arizona 

Nov. 21 at Stanford 

Dec. 5 atWashington 


HEAD COACH: JEFF TEDFORD 

RECORD AT SCHOOL: 59-30 (7 YEARS) 
CAREER RECORD: 59-30 (7 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: ANDY LUDWIG 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: BOB GREGORY 
LOCATION: BERKELEY, CALIF. 

STADIUM: MEMORIAL STADIUM (71,799) 


_ RECORD: (9-4, 6-3) 


DATE OPPONENT RESULT SCORE 
Aug. 30 Michigan State W 38-31 
| Sept. 6 atWashington State W 66- 3 
| Sept.13 at Maryland L 27-35 
Sept.27 Colorado State Ww 42-7 
| Oct. 4 Arizona State Ww 24-14 
| Oct. 18 at Arizona L 27-42 
| Oct. 25 UCLA w 41-20 
Nov. 1 Oregon Ww 26-16 
Nov. 8 atUSC L 3-17 
Nov. 15 at Oregon State L 21-34 
Nov. 22 Stanford Ww 37-16 
Dec. 6 Washington Ww 48-7 
Dec. 27. #Miami Ww 24-17 


#Emerald Bowl 


2008 
INDIVIDUAL STATS 


PASSING AIT COMP YD! INT 
| Kevin Riley 221 1121,360 14 6 
| NateLongshore 164 93 1,051 10 4 
| RUSHING AIT YDS AVG 1D 
Jahvid Best 1941,580 81 15 
Shane Vereen 142 715 50 4 
Tracy Slocum PN Ae ites te 
| RECEIVING REC YDS AVG 1D 
Nyan Boateng 29° 439° 15.1 5 
Cameron Morrah 27 326 121 8 


Jahvid Best 27 246 #91 #1 
Kicking: Giorgio Tavecchio, 9-13 FGs, 25-25 XPs, 


_ 52 points 
| Tackles: Anthony Felder, 93; Zack Follett, 87 


Sacks: Zack Follett, 10.5; Tyson Alualu, 6 


Interceptions: Syd’Quan Thompson, 4 


Returning Players in Bold 
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wahvicdi 
Best 


Q: WHEN DID YOU REALIZE THAT YOU WERE REALLY FAST? 

A: I didn't feel like I was really fast until my sophomore year of high 
school. Before that, I was always fast but I never really won anything big. 
Then I went to Junior Olympics and I won the 200. It kind of kicked 
off my track career. 


Q: YOU ARE BEING MENTIONED AS A HEISMAN TROPHY CANDIDATE. 
HOW ARE YOU GOING TO HANDLE ALL OF THE ATTENTION? 

A: I’m just going to go about it how I always go about it. I know I’m 
going to hear it a lot, but I’m not going to put too much attention or 
time into it. After the season, I can enjoy it. During the season, I am 
going to worry about doing my job and helping the team out. 

Q: WHY DID YOU CHOOSE CAL? 

A: | fell in love with the coaching staff here. Coach (Ron) Gould is one 
of the best running backs coaches in the nation. I wanted to follow in 
the footsteps of the running backs that came before me. And it’s so 
close to where I’m from, I could have my friends and family come 
see the majority of our games. That was a big plus for me. 


Q: WHAT OTHER SCHOOLS WERE YOU CONSID- 
ERING? 
A: Oregon was probably No. 2 and USC was 


No. 3. 


Q: CAL HAS ESTABLISHED A LEGACY OF 
RUNNING BACKS IN RECENT YEARS, 
FROM J.J. ARRINGTON TO MARSHAWN | 
LYNCH TO JUSTIN FORSETT TO YOU. IS 
THAT SOMETHING YOU ARE AWARE 
OF? 
A: There is a level of expectation 
that is really high for our group. 

° . . } 
It doesn't matter who is doing it, 
who leaves, or who comes in. 
Somebody has to meet that ex- 


| 


pectation. There is always going 


to be somebody carrying the load. The bar is just get- 
ting higher and higher. If I can set it really high, | 


fx 


that’s just going to put the pressure on the next guy 
to just continue that legacy. The higher I go, the 
higher the legacy goes. It will make us better as a / 
program. 


Q: WHATIS YOUR FAVORITE PAC-10 STADIUM TO | 
PLAY IN, OTHER THAN YOUR OWN? 
A: Probably the L.A. Coliseum. It’s the magni- 


tude of thar (USC) game that makes the experi- 
ence worth it. 


Q: WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE GAME TO PLAY IN EVERY YEAR? 

A: The Big Game (vs. Stanford). They preach to us a lot about the 
history of it, and that makes it really important to us. It starts dur- 
ing the recruiting process. As soon as you get here, you just buy into 
it. To win The Axe is always important. 


By the end of the season, college football fans should know 
a whole lot about Cal running back Jahvid Best. The junior 


finished third nationally in rushing last season as a 


sophomore and arguably is the top Heisman Trophy 


candidate on the West Coast. But why wait until the end 


of the season? Here is an inquiry with Best, preseason-style. 


Q: WHO IS THE BEST PLAYER YOU'VE PLAYED AGAINST? 

A: (USC linebacker) Brian Cushing. Just for his ability to keep playing 

hard. That guy knows only one speed — full go from start to finish. 

He created some problems for us. 

Q: HOW TOUGH WAS IT LAST YEAR WITH THE REVOLVING DOOR AT QB? 

A: I don't think it was hard. The competition level was really high at 

the quarterback position. I felt we were kind of fortunate to have a 

starter and a backup that were both capable of getting the job done. I 

think it made both quarterbacks better. They couldn't take one day off. 

If they took a day off, the other guy might be starting. 

Q: DURING YOUR JUNIOR YEAR OF HIGH SCHOOL, YOU RAN THE 100 

AND 200 AT THE STATE TRACK MEET DESPITE HAVING A BROKEN FOOT. 

WHY DID YOU DO THAT? 

A: From my point of view, it was the last track meet of the 

year and I came all that way. I wasn’t just going to stop. 
I just wanted to see it through. I was going to be satis- 
fied with wherever I finished. I just gave it my all. 


a ell 


Q: WHAT'S THE FASTEST TIME YOU'VE EVER 
RUN IN THE 100? 
A: 10.31 


te Q: WHAT'S THE BIGGEST ADJUSTMENT 
GOING FROM HIGH SCHOOL TO COL- 

LEGE? 

A: The biggest adjustment is just the 
off-the-field stuff — watching film, going over 
the playbook. In high school, you have football and what- 

ever you do with the rest of your life. But here you have 
football, but off the field you have football again. It’s 


7, 
. — # 


a lot of work. 


 @: YoU HAD IMMEDIATE SUCCESS AS A TRUE 

FRESHMAN AND SOME STARTED COMPARING 

YOU TO REGGIE BUSH. DID THAT SURPRISE 

YOu? 

A: I came in with an open mind. I didn’t want 
to limit myself at all but I also didn’t want to 
set my goals too high. I just came in and said 
I'm going to do the best I can do and see 
where I end up. When I learned that I was 

going to play as a freshman, I just wanted to keep 

myself humble and make sure I do the best I can 
do so I could help the team any chance I got. 
Q: NEAR THE END OF YOUR FRESHMAN SEASON, YOU 

SUFFERED A POTENTIALLY SERIOUS HIP INJURY. WERE 
YOU SCARED IT WAS CAREER-THREATENING? 

A: When they started telling me about Bo Jackson's injury 

and I started researching it, I was like, ‘Don’t tell me I have 
that.’ But after we took a couple more X-rays, we no- 
ticed it was a lot better than that. I was very grateful 

for that. 
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new era has dawned at Oregon. Mike Bellotti has taken up residence in the 
athletic director's suite for the Ducks, handing over the reins of the football 
program after a 14-year run of unprecedented success in Eugene. Now at the 
helm is Chip Kelly, the wunderkind offensive coordinator with only two years’ 
experience at the FBS level. 

While the transition from Bellotti to Kelly was smooth, a new tone has been estab- 
lished around the program. Gone is the easygoing, West Coast personality of Bellotti. 
In is the gruff, East Coast presence of Kelly. 

“It’s clearly different,” senior tight end Ed Dickson says. “He gets people's attention.” 

What the Ducks hope won't change is the prolific success of the Oregon offense over 
the last 20 years, and the run of bowl appearances and national rankings that came 
along with it. Oregon finished last season ranked 10th in the nation by the Associated 
Press after surprising Oklahoma State in the Holiday Bowl. For the second straight year, 
Kelly took an unheralded quarterback — first Dennis Dixon, then Jeremiah Masoli — 
and developed him into a prolific dual threat in the spread-option offense. 

Unlike Dixon, Masoli is back for another season with Kelly. But similar success isn’t 


Oregon averaged 41.9 points 
per game in 2009 while 
establishing school records 
for touchdowns, total 

points and total offense. 


a sure thing for Oregon in 2009. The Ducks lost three starters from both the offensive 
line and defensive line, plus all four team captains from last fall. A lack of leadership and 
experienced line play isn’t much of a formula for winning in the Pac-10. 

QUARTERBACKS Masoli_ is 

expected to lead the Ducks 
ES again in 2009. He’s a powerful 

runner who improved as a e 
passer last fall. His leadership style was 
stoic in his first year in the program, but Masoli made an effort to become more vocal 
in the spring. The backup is Justin Roper, who directed Oregon's Sun Bowl victory in 
2007 and was 3-0 to start 2008 before injuring his knee and losing his job to Masoli. 
Roper is tall (6'6") and lean (204 pounds), far from the prototypical spread-option 
threat, but he finds a way to get the job done. A third junior, Nate Costa, would do well 
to simply stay healthy and take a few snaps in games after knee injuries crippled him 
each of the last two years. The future is Dixon clone Darron Thomas, who could be in 
a position to redshirt if the Ducks stay healthy this fall. 
RUNNING BACKS Afver a tumultuous offseason in which he flirted with leaving for 
the NFL and was suspended for missing workouts and classes, LeGarrette Blount hopes 
to make noise for the right reasons this fall. He'll have every opportunity to carry the 
load for the Ducks after the graduation of Jeremiah Johnson, and with his powerful 
style Blount can make a compelling case to be a high NFL Draft pick. Because the 
Ducks weren't able to snare top recruit Bryce Brown, depth is a little thin. Andre Cren- 
shaw is a versatile back who can’t seem to stay healthy, and Remene Alston is a power- 
fully built runner who broke his foot last fall. The breakout candidate is redshirt 
freshman LaMichael James, who will draw comparisons to his fellow diminutive Texan, 


Jacquizz Rodgers of Oregon State, though James is actually much quicker and Rodgers 
is the more physical runner. 


RECEIVERS Hands down, the most encouraging progress of the offseason was made 
by Jamere Holland, a transfer from USC who was one false move from being kicked 
off the team last fall but who found some direction over the winter, Holland is Oregon's 
fastest player and has good ball skills; now he’s dedicated to learning his playbook and 
developing disciplined practice habits, too. “I’ve been B.S.’ing a lot the last couple 
years,” Holland says. “It’s time for me to step up as a leader for the team and con- 
tribute.” In the slot, Jeff Maehl provides the most experience at receiver, and on the 
outside dependable junior Aaron Pflugrad is trying to move beyond his reputation as a 
possession receiver. There are some intriguing newcomers, too: freshman Blake Cantu, 
who greyshirted last fall; tall, lanky red zone threat Lavasier Tuinei, who was on hand 
in the spring; and hulking speedster Tyrece Gaines, a junior college transfer set to ar- 
rive over the summer. Tight end Ed Dickson is a dangerous receiving threat. The Ducks 
also like redshirt freshman Dion Jordan, a converted wideout, so much that Georgia 
transfer NaDerris Ward was moved to the offensive line in the spring, 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN One of the nation’s best running teams the last two years, the 
Ducks will transition from a line of road-graders to a younger, more nimble group. Sen- 
iors Max Unger, Fenuki Tupou and Mark Lewis were all among the best in the Pac-10, 
and their size and power will be missed. The key question is who will replace Unger at 
center, given the Ducks’ reliance on the shotgun snap. Junior Jordan Holmes is the leader 
of this unit and Oregon's most experienced guard, but he’s also the most dependable 
center, and the backups, led by Carson York, lack seasoning. Returning starters Bo Thran 


| i) « 

A y 
A QUICK LOOK AT THE DUCKS 
One of Chip Kelly’s offseason mantras in 
his first winter as head coach was “nine to 
one” — nine being Oregon’s ranking in the 
coaches poll to end last season, and one 
being the Ducks’ eventual goal of a national 
championship. The challenges to that are 
myriad, beginning with losses on both lines 
and to much of the team’s leadership core, 
which was so crucial in helping Oregon re- 
bound from its embarrassing loss to BYU in 
the 2006 Las Vegas Bowl. If the interior 
linemen in particular can’t block in the run- 
ning game, or defend against the same, the 
Ducks are in trouble. But there are enough 
veterans returning, particularly on defense, 
that the leadership chasm could close 
quickly. Oregon’s fortunes could rest 
largely with quarterback Jeremiah Masoli, 
the most likely leader of the offense, be- 
cause he also is the unit’s most dangerous 
weapon. The schedule sets up well for a 
big-time run, with showcase games early 
on and the other Pac-10 powers having to 
visit Autzen Stadium. There’s opportunity 
for the Ducks to let their goals slip away 
right off the bat with a visit to Boise State. 
But if Oregon can survive the non-league 
slate and get into a rhythm, another top 10 
finish isn’t out of the question. 


KEY DUCKS 

Jeremiah Masoli, QB It’s time to step up 
and make those around him even better. 
Walter Thurmond Ill, CB When healthy, 
he’s always a threat to intercept a pass 
and take it the distance. 

LeGarrette Blount, RB Improving his draft 
stock should provide ample motivation for 
another 1,000-yard season. 


KEY LOSSES 

Patrick Chung, S The emotional leader of 
the defense and a do-everything safety 
who also was a special teams standout. 
Max Unger, C Versatile four-year starter 
played two years at left tackle, then two 
years at center. 

Nick Reed, DE Tenacious worker got bet- 
ter as the game wore on — when defend- 
ers tired and he didn’t. 
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and C.E. Kaiser sat out the spring with injuries. They're both expected to start this fall, though un- 
derclassmen Darrion Weems and Nick Cody got a lot of valuable practice time in April, which will 
perhaps alleviate the concerns Oregon has about its depth given the loss of six seniors to graduation. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN $ Other side of the ball, same story: Three senior starters lost, not much ex- 


DEPTH CHART 


perience among the potential replacements. 
Headlining the graduates was sack specialist 


OFFENSE (5) Nick Reed, who didn’t look like an All-Amer- 
WR 89 Aaron Pflugrad (ur:) 15 Blake Cantu (Fr) ican but absolutely played at that level. Reed’s 
WR 23 Jeff Maehl (Jr) 3 Chris Harper (So.) bookend, Will Tukuafu, is expected to develop 
WR 19 Jamere Holland (Ur) 80 Lavasier Tuinei (So.) into one of the Pac-10’s best this fall. Across 


74 Darrion Weems (So.) 
69 Bo Thran (ur) 


61 Nick Cody (Fr) 
77 Carson York (Fr) 


from him is pass-rusher Kenny Rowe, and jun- 
ior college transfer Zac Clark is also in the mix. 


C 54 Jordan Holmes (Jr) 77 Carson York (Fr.) In the middle, senior plugger Simi Toeaina 
RG 79 Mark Asper (So.) 77 Carson York (Fr.) seemed to finally emerge in the spring, and 
RT__ 68 CE. Kaiser (ur) 61. Nick Cody (Fr) Blake Ferras will have to step up after a quiet 
TE _\83 Ed Dickson (Sr.) 26 ‘Malachi Lewis (dr) junior year. The intriguing option is under- 
BB TSB Jeremiah Masolh (0e)) 7 Uh custeT Roper (or) sized converted end Brandon Bair, who pres- 
Rear ete ROLaR Se Sede en bd ents a unique challenge with his height and 
DEFENSE (5) agility if he can consistently gain leverage. Jun- 


DE 39 Will Tukuafu (Sr.) 
DT 90 Blake Ferras (Sr.) 
DT 88 Brandon Bair (Jr) 
DE 58 Kenny Rowe (Jr) 


45 Terrell Turner (So.) 

50 Simi Toeaina (Sr) 

59 Terrance Montgomery (Jr) 
99 Zac Clark (Jr) 


WLB 35 Spencer Paysinger (ur.) 
MLB 55 Casey Matthews (Jr) 
SLB 11 Eddie Pleasant (So.) 56 Josh Kaddu (So.) 
CB 6 Walter Thurmond Ill (Sr) 18 Anthony Gildon (So.) 
CB 37 Talmadge Jackson III (Ur) 17 Willie Glasper (Sr) 


53 Dewitt Stuckey (So.) 
43 Bryson Littlejohn (Ur) 


ROV 14 Javes Lewis (So.) 
FS 2 Tw. Ward (Sr.) 


1 Marvin Johnson (ur) 
20 John Boyett (Fr) 


ior college transfer Terrance Montgomery 
should see action, too, so while the Ducks’ 
starting unit might not be as good as in past 
years, they may have enough depth to field a 
solid unit. 


LINEBACKERS Injuries and recruiting whiffs 
have haunted Oregon in the past few years, but 
that’s no longer the case. Juniors Spencer 
Paysinger and Casey Matthews are budding 


stars, and sophomore outside linebacker Eddie 
Pleasant tested out as one of the team’s three 
fastest players over the winter. Matthews is a 
true run-stuffer in the middle, capitalizing on 
instincts worthy of his famous family pedigree, 
including his father, Clay, and brother Clay Jr. 
Paysinger is a mobile weak-side linebacker and one of the unit’s smartest players. Among the back- 
ups, junior college transfer Bryson Littlejohn looked like a beast in the spring after only a couple 
of weeks, and sophomores Josh Kaddu and Dewitt Stuckey will be able to spell the starters. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 25 Morgan Flint (Sr.) 
P Jackson Rice (Fr) 


KR 6 Walter Thurmond IIT (Sr) 
PR 19 Jamere Holland (ur) 


DEFENSIVE BACKS The Ducks suffered two significant losses in rover Patrick Chung, the heart 
and soul of the defense, and cornerback Jairus Byrd. The good news is, lockdown corner Walter 
Thurmond III and punishing safety T.J. Ward are back to lead the unit. At cornerback, veterans 
Talmadge Jackson III and Willie Glasper lead the battle to replace Byrd, though redshirt freshmen 
Kenjon Barner and Scott Grady, sophomore Anthony Gildon and perhaps even true freshman Cliff 
Harris could factor into the mix. At rover, special teams star Marvin Johnson needs to recover from 
chronic knee problems to challenge Javes Lewis for the job. Johnson has a nice size-speed blend, 
and Lewis is a heady sophomore. 


SPECIALISTS Oregon is on shaky ground here. ‘Two true freshmen — kicker Mike Bowlin and 
punter Jackson Rice — are expected to contend for starting jobs. Byrd’s early departure to the NFL 
will be felt on the punt return team; his return for a touchdown at Purdue last fall was a season- 
defining moment. Chung was also a special teams standout. Thurmond is a top kickoff returner, 
however, and Holland, the team’s fastest player, will be in the running to return punts. 


SCOUTING THE DUCKS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP OREGON “Anytime the helm changes, the philosophy, how adversity is 
handled, how issues are handled, all those types of things change, and that’s critical. Chip (Kelly) 
didn’t deal with all the things that come across the head coach’s desk. It may be easy to take an 
isolated case and say, ‘I’d do it like this, but to do it day in and day out is a whole different story. 
... Llike (quarterback) Jeremiah Masoli a lot. He’s a hell of a competitor. If he becomes more 
accurate throwing the ball, it’s going to make them very dangerous. He throws it well enough. 
He’s so strong and fast and hard to bring down. It’s hard to sack that guy. ... They’re always 
going to be good with the offense they run. It’s hard to defend. It’s different than anyone else 
runs in the league. ... (LeGarrette) Blount is a very, very tough running back, the typical Pac-10 
running back. ... They might go with a two-quarterback system. Masoli had a great bow! game. 
He just kept getting better last season.” 
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OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


Winning ways Mike Bellotti stepped away 
from the program after compiling a 
116-55 record in 14 seasons. The Ducks 
had a winning record in all but one season 
under Bellotti’s watch, and they reached 
the 10-win mark on four occasions. He is 
the first coach to leave the program with a 
winning record since Len Casanova, who 
went 82—73-8 from 1951-66. 


Snazzy duds Oregon unveiled new black 
uniforms with silver as the complementary 
color for the 2008 home finale, the latest 
fruits of the relationship with Oregon alum 
and Nike founder Phil Knight. A new set of 
uniforms is due for 2010. 


Similar paths The Ducks moved quarter- 
back Chris Harper to receiver last fall and 
have experimented with him at running 
back, too. His new position coach can re- 
late: Scott Frost played quarterback at Ne- 
braska and moved to safety in the NFL. 


New looks First-year defensive line 
coach Jerry Azzinaro will get creative to 
provide a pass rush. Expect the Ducks to 
zone-blitz extensively and show many dif- 
ferent fronts. 


RISING STAR 


He’s a junior, and 
the Ducks have 
been waiting a 
long time for wide 
receiver Jamere 
Holland to em- 
brace his star po- 
tential. That 
appeared to hap- 
pen this offsea- 
son, and Holland “ 
could be the deep 

threat Oregon otherwise lacks on the 
roster. 


ATHLON® SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2009 


Ric Fogel 


(©) 2003 orEGoN RosTER 


QUARTERBACKS HTI/WT CL HOMETOWN 86 DiVincenzo, Chris 65/203 ur. Porter Ranch, CA 
7 Costa, Nate 61/215 ur Hilmar,CA 89 DiVincenzo, Mike 6-2/250 Sr. Porter Ranch, CA 
8 Masoli, Jeremiah 511/214 dr. Daly City,CA 90. Ferras, Blake 66/290 Sr. San Jose, CA 
Ll Roper, Justin 6-6/204 ur. Buford,GA 98 Glover, Dominic 65/252 So. —_ Ladera Ranch, CA 
1 Thomas, Darron 6-3/200 So. Houston, TX 33. Irvin, Tyrell 61/219 dr Denver, CO 

58 Rowe, Kenny 63/230 ur. Long Beach, CA 

RUNNING BACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN : 

5 Alston Jr, Remene 5-8/200 dr. Greensboro, NC aL Simms, Matt, 63/219 So, Carmel Valley, CA 
9 Blount, LeGarrette 62/240 St Perry, FL 50 Toeaina, Simi 64/318 = Sr Afono, A. Samoa 

22 Crenshaw, Andre 511/196 Sr Lancaster, CA 39. Tukuafu, Will 6-4/272, Sr. Salt Lake City, UT 

38. Doman, Sam 6-4/228 dr Canby, OR 45 Turner, Terrell 63/248 So. Los Angeles, CA 
21 James, LaMichael 5-9/180 Fr. Texarkana,TX LINEBACKERS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
RECEIVERS HIWT CL HOMETOWN 47 Alonso, Kiko 6-4/225 Fr. Los Gatos, CA 
15 Cantu, Blake 60/191 Fr. Southlake,TX 25. Briffett, Tyler 51/210 Fr, Quincy, MA 

81 Cavaille, Rory 63/207 Sr. Shelton, WA 44 Hanna, Brandon 6-2/233 So. Coeur Alene, ID 

95. Daly, Sean 63/170 Fr. Vancouver, WA 56 Kaddu, Josh 63/201 So. Vacaville, CA 
10 Davis, Dw. 61/205 dr. Denver,cO 55 Matthews, Casey 6-2/235 dr Agoura Hills, CA 

86 Embry, Garrett 6-1/200 So. Roswell,GA 62 Musgrove, Nick 6-2/215 So. Eugene, OR 
3 Harper, Chris 63/230 So. Wichita, KS 35 Paysinger, Spencer 63/216 dh. Los Angeles, CA 

98 Hoffman, Justin 61/207 Fr. Eugene,OR 11 Pleasant, Eddie 5-11/223 So. La Palma, CA 

19 Holland, Jamere 61/185 dr Pacoima,CA 51 Pritchett, Terrance 6-2/214 So. Sacramento, CA 

94 Mackie, Mike 65/208 So. Glen Rock, NJ 54 Showalter, Riley 63/225 Sr. Portiand, OR 

23. Maehl, Jeff 61/175 dr. Paradise, CA 96 Stewart, Jennings 63/200 Fr. Grants Pass, OR 

90. Murphy, Will 6-2/165 Fr Albany,OR 53 Stuckey, Dewitt 5-11/222 So. Stockton, CA 

89 Pflugrad, Aaron 5-10/174 dr. Eugene,OR 48 Thompson, Blake 5-11/220 So. Cottage Grove, OR 

97 Thompson, Mike 63/200 Fr. Beaverton, OR DEFENSIVE BACKS HIWT CL HOMETOWN 

TIGHT ENDS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN = 15. Anderson, Matt 5-10/185 Fr. Aurora, OR 

83 Dickson, Ed 6-5/243 Sr. Bellflower,CA 24 Barner, Kenjon 5-11/180 Fr. Riverside, CA 

82 Jordan, Dion 67/215 Fr. Chandler, AZ 20 Boyett, John 5-10/190 Fr. Napa, CA 

26 Lewis, Malachi 6-4/220 dr. Oxnard,CA 21 Butterfield, Brian 60/182 ur. Sherwood, OR 

42: Paulson, David 6-4/250 So. Auburn, WA 18 Gildon, Anthony 61/175 So. Simi Valley, CA 

OFFENSIVE LINEMEN -HI/WT CL = HOMETOWN Gasper, Willie SU. vat Pristurg, CA 
79. Asper, Mark 67/323 So. Idaho Falls,1D 28. Grady, Scott 511/180 Fr. Tigard, OR 

65. Barker, Lance 61/245 Fr Anaheim, CA 37 Jackson III, Talmadge  5-10/182 dr. Murrieta, CA 
76 Carmichael, Charlie 6-4/295 So, Sherman Oaks,CA 27 dackson, Titus G-0/192 Sr Pomona, CA 

61 Cody, Nick 65/270 Fr. —_BrushPrairie,WA 2 dohnson, Marvin SL/199 ot Compton, CA 

95. Davis, Conrad 63/260 Ur. Elmira,OR 34 Kam, Pono 6-1/188 Sr Honolulu, HI 

64 Forer, Max 63/271 Jr  SantaMonica,cA 14 Lewis, Javes 6-1/185 So. Tustin, CA 

66 Fritz, Justin 63/300 dr Sublimity,OR 7 Peppars, Chad 510/185 Jt Los Angeles, CA 

56 Gates, Cody 6-4/299 Fr ——Lagunatills,CA 5 Pond, Max 60/181 Fr. Sonoma, CA 
70 Golpashin, Ramsen 6-4/280 So. Saugus,CA 6 Thurmond Til, Walter 60/180 Sr. West Covina, CA 
72. Haskins, Bill 67/272 Jr — Cavevunction,OR 36. Wallace, Will 510/178 So. West Covina 
54 Holmes, Jordan 6-5/285 dr. Yuba City, CA 2 Ward, Tw. S-11/201 Sr. Antioch, CA 

68 Kaiser, C.E. 6-4/290 dt. Veradale, WA 

67 Smith, Russell 6-5/265 So. Canby, OR sate (kK) Hs Led Listed 

SPIRE el ciate: Gresham, OR 99 Dougherty dustin (K)  6-6/220 Sr. —_—~Rdgefield, WA 
12 Ward, NaDerris 6-5/266 dr. Oakland, CA 25, Flint, Morgan (K) 59/163 Sr. Bend, OR 
74 Weems, Darrion 6-5/310 So. Winnetka,CA 37 Gooding Brendan (LS) 62/192 Fr B "OR 
77 York, Carson 65/285 Fr Coeur d'Alene, 1D aig rene a maerton.S 

” ” 41 Padilla, Daniel (K) 6-2/210 So. Corona, CA 

DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 59 Palmer, Jeff (LS) 5-10/193 Fr. Dana Point, CA 

88 Bair, Brandon 6-7/250 dr. St. Anthony,ID 26 Taylor, Tim (P) 511/182 dr. Corvallis, OR 

96 Bellagamba, Mike 6-2/267 Sr. Los Altos,CA 87 Taylor, Zach (LS) 6-5/225 Sr. Austin, TX 

Anthony Anderson DL 6-4 222 LaMesa,CA Taylor Hart DL 6-6 256 Tualatin, OR 

Keaton Arden DL 6-5 225 Piedmont, CA Daryle Hawkins ATH 6-4 190 Omaha, NE 

Karrington Armstrong OL 6-2 296 Reno, NV Andrew Iupati DL 6-1 299 Anaheim, CA 

Everett Benyard III OL 6-7 315 San Diego, CA Brian Jackson DB 5-10 193 Hoover, AL 

Mike Bowlin K 6-3 192 Aliso Viejo, CA Diante Jackson WR 6-2 200 Walnut Creek, CA 

Justin Brown DL 6-2 268 Compton, CA Wade Keliikipi DL 6-3 285 Wai’anae, HI 

Jamaal Burrell OL 6-4 276 Compton, CA Braxton Lane WR 5-11 192 Tyrone, GA 

Zac Clark DL 6-2 256 Wichita, Kan. Bryson Littlejohn LB 6-1 227 Elk Grove, CA 

Michael Clay LB 5-11 220 San Jose,CA Boseko Lokombo LB 6-3 226 Abbotsford, BC 
Nick Cole WR 6-3. 185 Concord,CA Terrance MontgomeryDL 6-2 291 Pittsburgh, PA 

Trevor Fox OL 6-5 287 Temecula, CA Avery Patterson DB 5-10 171 Pittsburg, CA 

Tyrece Gaines WR 6-3 204 = Lawrenceville,GA Jackson Rice P 6-3. 225 Moraga, CA 

Cliff Harris CB 5-11 168 Fresno, CA Lavasier, Tuinei WR 6-5 200 Arcadia, IN 


The Ducks are counting on instant contributions from newcomers on special teams, where a freshman kicker and 
punter could win jobs, and at both receiver and defensive line, where junior college transfers are in line for some work. 
Of the six junior college players who signed, four made it to campus for spring drills: receiver Lavasier Tuinei, defen- 
sive tackle Terrance Montgomery, defensive end Zac Clark and linebacker Bryson Littlejohn. The Ducks made a concerted 
effort in the high school ranks to address their lack of depth on the two lines and had a third straight strong year at 
linebacker, though those positions aren’t expected to yield much immediate help. The big prep names are receiver Di- 
ante Jackson and cornerback Cliff Harris, and both could factor into the rotation early. The potential diamonds in the 
rough include athletic quarterback Daryle Hawkins, who was otherwise headed to Northern Iowa, unheralded receiver 
Nick Cole and two-sport star Braxton Lane, a potential impact receiver who may opt to play pro baseball. 


2009 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 3 at Boise State 
Sept. 12 Purdue 

Sept. 19 Utah 
Sept. 26 California 
Oct. 3 Washington State 
Oct. 10 atUCLA 

Oct. 24 atWashington 
Oct. 31 USC 

Nov. 7  atStanford 

Nov. 14 Arizona State 
Nov. 21 at Arizona 

Dec. 3 Oregon State 


HEAD COACH: CHIP KELLY 

RECORD AT SCHOOL: FIRST SEASON 

CAREER RECORD: FIRST SEASON 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: MARK HELFRICH 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: NICK ALIOTTI 
LOCATION: EUGENE, ORE. 

STADIUM: AUTZEN STADIUM (54,000) 


2008 RESULTS 


RECORD: (10-3, 7-2) 


DATE OPPONENT RESULT SCORE 
Aug. 30 Washington W 44-10 
' Sept. 6 Utah State W 66-24 
| Sept.13 at Purdue W (ot) 32-26 
Sept. 20 Boise State L 32-37 
Sept.27 atWashington State W 63-14 
Oct. 4 atUSC L 10-44 
Oct. 11 UCLA Ww 31-24 
Oct. 25 at Arizona State Ww 54-20 
Nov. 1 at California L 16-26 
Nov. 8 Stanford Ww 35-28 
Nov. 15 Arizona Ww 55-45 
Nov. 29 at Oregon State Ww 65-38 
Dec. 30 #Oklahoma State Ww 42-31 


#Holiday Bowl 


2008 
INDIVIDUAL STATS 


PASSING AtlT COMP) YDS TD INT 
_ Jeremiah Masoli 239 136 1,744 13 5 
| Justin Roper 91 48 610 3 4 

RUSHING AlT YDS AVG TD 


Jeremiah Johnson 168 1,201 7.1 13 
LeGarrette Blount 137 1,002 7.3 17 
Jeremiah Masoli 127 718 5.7 10 


RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 
Terence Scott SON 751) 5:00 65 
Jeff Maehl 39 421 10.8 5 


Jaison Williams 36 473 13.1 4 


| Kicking: Matt Evensen, 11-18 FGs, 35-37 XPs, 68 
points 

Tackles: T.J. Ward, 101; Spencer Paysinger, 95 
Sacks: Nick Reed, 13; Will Tukuafu, 7.5 
Interceptions: Two players tied with 5 


Returning Players in Bold 
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Kirby Lee/US Presswire 


Il of college football understood how Quinton Moore felt 
when he took on Oregon quarterback Jeremiah Masoli 
in the Holiday Bowl last season. Bowled over. 

When Masoli bulldozed Moore during a 41-yard touchdown run in 
the Ducks’ 42-31 victory over the Cowboys, it was the OSU safety who 
bore the physical brunt of the blow. But everybody else watching the 
game suddenly knew exactly what Moore had learned — Masoli is a 
powerful dual-threat quarterback who, at the helm of Oregon coach 
Chip Kelly's inventive spread-option attack, just might be a darkhorse 
Heisman Trophy candidate for the 2009 season. The same player who 
was fifth string on the Oregon depth chart heading into preseason camp 
a year ago is being mentioned for one of the most prestigious awards in 
sports. 

Yes, 2007 winner Tim Tebow of Florida and 2008 winner Sam Brad- 
ford of Oklahoma are around this fall and will dominate the early Heis- 
man discussion. But after Masoli accounted for 23 touchdowns in 
two-thirds of a season last year, he could put up numbers in 2009 that 
won't be easy to ignore. 

“Irs an honor just to be mentioned in the same sentence with guys like 
that,” says Masoli, a soft-spoken San Franciscan of Polynesian descent. 
“Tt would be nice, but it’s not on my mind right now. I’m just thinking 
about training, and seeing that blue field.” 

That would be the blue field of Boise State's Bronco Stadium. Even as 
Oregon was preparing for spring practices in April, Masoli was already 
thinking about the “Smurf Turf,” on which the Ducks will open the sea- 
son in a nationally televised Thursday night game. It could be the per- 


“Running over somebody is an indescribable feeling. You just 
dominated that person you were going against, and that's 


what you set out to do: Just dominate the other team.” 
— Oregon quarterback Jeremiah Masoli 


fect yenue for Masoli to kick offa Heisman run, while also helping the 
Ducks avenge the loss that derailed their 2008 season. 

Oregon was 3-0 prior to playing the Broncos last fall. Justin Roper 
began the year at quarterback but was hurt in the Ducks’ third win, at 
Purdue. Instead of turning to Masoli, the coaches went with true fresh- 
man Chris Harper to beat the Boilermakers in overtime. Masoli then 
won the right to start against the Broncos, but he was removed from 
the game in the first quarter after sustaining a concussion on a helmet- 
to-chin hit. 

Down to Harper and another true freshman quarterback, the Ducks 
went on to lose, 37-32. 

“When I didn’t get into the Purdue game, it kind of humbled me,” 
says Masoli, who left junior college after only one season, keeping him 
off the national recruiting radar. “But it was good for me, because it 
made me hungry. Against Boise, getting hurt intensified my hunger 100 
percent.” 

The Pac-10 Conference suffered the wrath of Masoli’s frustrations. 
Aside from an encounter with the NFL-ready USC defense and a game 
played in monsoon conditions at California, Masoli and the Ducks re- 
sponded to the Boise State loss in dominant fashion. He finished as Ore- 
gon’s third-leading rusher, with 718 yards and 10 touchdowns, and 
recovered from an inconsistent start by completing 56.9 percent of his 
passes for 1,744 yards and 13 touchdowns. 

Few would have thought that Kelly and the Oregon offense would 
overcome the loss of 2007 starter Dennis Dixon so well. But the Ducks 
didn't miss Dixon by the end of last season, as Masoli maturely directed 
a last-minute comeback against Stanford, led the Ducks to 45 first-half 
points against Arizona by opening the game with a 66-yard touchdown 
run, and then helped Oregon put up a Civil War-record 65 points to 


crush Oregon State’s Rose Bowl hopes in the regular-season finale. 

The only difference between Masoli and Dixon is style: Masoli has 
the compact build of a rugby player, rather than the graceful gait of the 
much taller Dixon. 

“I'm not the fastest guy, so I won't be breaking away for many 80-yard 
runs,” says Masoli, 5'11" and 215 pounds. “I got lucky in the Arizona 
game. But running over somebody is an indescribable feeling. You just 
dominated that person you were going against, and that’s what you set 
out to do: Just dominate the other team.” 

Because of a lingering wrist injury suffered in junior college, Masoli 
didn’t do a lot of weightlifting last fall, which he rectified this offseason. 
He says he feels “faster and lighter on my feet,” having improved his 
bench press and squat considerably. 

The injury also limited Masoli’s ability to throw with his receivers 
when he arrived at Oregon last summer. It took most of last season for 
him to get comfortable in the passing game, but now Masoli feels “200 
percent different from when I first arrived here.” 

“Going to war with your boys every Saturday or Friday, it takes a lot 
of bonding and cohesiveness, a lot of trust,” Masoli says. “I feel like we've 
definitely developed that.” 

Competition is king for Kelly, so he hasn't yet anointed Masoli the 
starter against Boise State to open this season. Roper is back to chal- 
lenge for the job, as is Nate Costa, a junior who was the projected starter 
in fall camp last year before suffering his third major knee injury. 

“They're all going to get a shot,” Kelly says. “But I think Jeremiah is 
going to make it very difficult to be unseated.” 

Masoli could help his case by improving his 
completion percentage. Kelly sets a goal of 70 
percent for his quarterbacks, something even 
Dixon wasn’t quite able to attain at Oregon. 
With Masoli now having digested the playbook 
and experienced hundreds of reps with his re- 
ceivers this offseason, the hope is he can get to 
that level. “We recruited him because he threw 
the ball so well,” Kelly says. “The fact he be- 
came such a good runner was like an added 
bonus. I know what he can and can’t throw. He's got as strong an arm 
and as quick a release as anybody we've had here.” 

Masoli is expecting improvement from himself, too. “At the end of 
the season, me and the receivers finally got on the same page and knew 
how each other worked,” Masoli says. “(We) are doing that stuff right 
now. We started it in January, not Game 2 or Game 3. Last summer 
was a whirlwind, but now I know my expectations and what I want to 
do with the guys on the field.” 

Kelly praises Masoli as an intelligent player who improved as last sea- 
son progressed. Even in the miserable conditions at California, when 
Masoli struggled through a 7-of-21 performance with two interceptions 
in a 26-16 loss, Kelly said he found things to like about his quarter- 
back’s play. Masoli’s 97 rushing yards, for one. 

The skill that has eluded Masoli is sliding, that tried and true method 
by which quarterbacks protect themselves. Oklahoma State's Moore was- 
nt the only defender who might have expected Masoli to slide, when in- 
stead he lowered his head and lowered the boom. 

“Coach Kelly just tells me to be smart,” Masoli says. “Pick and choose 
my battles. And I think I do.” 

Kelly doesn’t see Masoli’s physical nature as a major risk. “He does a 
great job of getting out of bounds,” Kelly says. “He doesn’t take as many 
hits as people think. He's pretty smart from that standpoint. 

“He's not Tim Tebow. He's not that body type. We don't have anything 
designed for him to run 25 times a game. He needs to be a viable op- 
tion, and when he does run it has to make defenses pay. But you also 
cant afford to lose those guys.” 

Luckily for Kelly and the Ducks, they have a quarterback in Masoli 
who inflicts much more pain than he receives at the end of his runs. Just 
ask Oklahoma State. 
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NATIONAL 
FORECAST 


PAC-10 
PREDICTION 


he entire secondary must be replaced, along with some key starters on the of 
fensive line. The starting quarterback had offseason rotator cuff surgery, and 
sophomore tailback sensation Jacquizz Rodgers and versatile junior wide re- 
ceiver James Rodgers both were limited in spring practice by injuries that side- 
lined them for the Beavers’ Sun Bowl victory over Pittsburgh. The Pac-10 schedule isn’t 
favorable, with five road games, including testers at USC, California, Arizona State and 
Oregon. 

So all is doom and gloom at Oregon State, right? 

Not so. Ever the optimist, veteran coach Mike Riley sees no real reason why the 
Beavers’ amazing turnaround shouldn't continue and lead to their sixth bowl game ap- 
pearance in the past seven seasons. 

‘True, many of the standouts from the 2008 club that went 9-4 and fell one game 
short of OSU's first Rose Bowl appearance since the 1964 season are gone. The Beavers 
could be hard-pressed to match an unprecedented three-year string of success that’s seen 
them win 28 games overall, 19 games in the Pac-10, and defeat BCS-conference teams 
in the 2006 Sun (Missouri), 2007 Emerald (Maryland) and 2008 Sun (Pittsburgh) bowls. 

But with 10 full- or part-time starters returning, a slew of lettermen and a redshirted 
2008 recruiting class available for the Sept. 5 opener against Portland State, there's little 
reason to believe Oregon State won't be a factor in the Pac-10 race. 

“From what I’ve seen this winter, I’m expecting nothing but good things this year,” says 
right guard Gregg Peat, one of the offensive 
line’s veteran mainstays. “We have a shot at 
the Pac-10, like we are close to every year. I 
think this team has the ‘finish’ mentality.” 

Riley is 48-28 in his second stint with the 
Beavers, and 5-0 in bowls. Oregon State is 
26-9 since starting the 2006 season at 2-3, and has defeated USC twice and every other 
team in the Pac-10 at least once during that span. 


The Beavers have 19 Pac-10 wins in 
the past three years. They won only 
17 Pac-10 games from 1970-79; 10 

Pac-10 games from 1980-89; and 
13 Pac-10 games from 1990-99. 


QUARTERBACKS ‘The Beavers suffered a blow when senior Lyle Moevao, who has 
started 15 games over the past two seasons, underwent surgery to repair a torn rotator 
cuff and to clean up collateral damage in his right shoulder. He missed spring practice, 
but the coaching staff is hoping he will be ready to go by August. “His shoulder damage 
was much more than everyone expected,” Riley says. Moevao isn’t always pretty, but he’s 
a team leader who gets the most out of his 5'11", 220-pound body. The Beavers have 
some insurance in the form of Sean Canfield, a left-handed senior who started nine 
games in 2007 and two games (both wins) in ’08. “We have a lot of confidence in Sean. 
He's very excited and confident,” Riley says. “We just finished the (2008) season with 
Lyle because he did so well during the season, and we didn’t want to make a change.” Vir- 
ginia transfer Peter Lalich and touted redshirt freshman Ryan Katz received plenty of reps 
in spring practice with Moevao out of action. 


RUNNING BACKS Jacquizz Rodgers was sensational as a runner and receiver and be- 
came the first true freshman to win the Pac-10 Offensive Player of the Year Award. He 
rushed for 1,253 yards and 11 touchdowns on 259 carries and caught 29 passes for 247 
yards and another touchdown. Rodgers was kept out of contact during spring practice 
as a precautionary measure. Sophomore tailback Ryan McCants started three games in 
2008 but was inconsistent, creating an opportunity for greyshirt freshman Jovan Steven- 
son to bid for backup duties. 


RECEIVERS Sammie Stroughter and Shane Morales, who combined to catch 124 passes 
for 1,783 yards and 15 touchdowns, must be replaced. Flanker James Rodgers, who 
caught 51 passes last season, is a major weapon as a receiver and as a runner (408 yards 
rushing) on the fly sweep. In fact, he’s been OSU's second-leading rusher each of the 
past two seasons. Oregon State has high hopes for speedy junior split end Darrell Catch- 
ings, but he’s been inconsistent in his first two seasons, and slot back Casey Kjos is un- 
proven. OSU hopes junior college transfer Reggie Dunn and redshirt freshmen Kevan 
Walker and Jordan Bishop can develop quickly. Solid tight ends Howard Croom, Brady 
Camp and John Reese enabled the coaching staff to shift former top recruit Gabe Miller, 
whose development has been slowed by leg injuries, to defensive end. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN Line coach Mike Cavanaugh is one of the best in the business, 
and he'll be tested again as three key contributors have departed. However, Peat and cen- 
ter Alex Linnenkohl were full-time starters, and left tackle Mike Remmers was a part-time 
starter, so there’s a nucleus to build around. “Young guys have to step up and play some 
roles,” junior guard Ryan Pohl says. One intriguing possibility is incoming freshman 
Michael Philipp, one of the top offensive line recruits on the West Coast. There's a chance 
for him to play immediately, but his family wants him to redshirt. “We'll be careful with 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE BEAVERS 


The offense might have to carry the water 
early as a defensive unit that must replace 
its entire starting secondary and three- 
fourths of the starting defensive line grows 
and matures. However, Oregon State has 
generally used eight or nine players on the 
line and has rotated numerous safeties and 
corners the past couple seasons, so coach 
Mike Riley isn’t quite as concerned as he 
might have been several years ago. Quar- 
terback should be a strength, even with 
senior Lyle Moevao recovering from seri- 
ous offseason shoulder surgery. Senior 
Sean Canfield has plenty of starting experi- 
ence and made big strides in wins at Ari- 
zona and UCLA in relief of Moevao, and 
junior transfer Peter Lalich and redshirt 
freshman Ryan Katz have potential. The 
conference schedule is formidable, with 
games at USC, Oregon, California and Ari- 
zona State. But a non-league slate that last 
year featured two BCS bowl opponents and 
has included at least one road game 
against a top-20 team since 2004 has 
eased; OSU gets Portland State and Cincin- 
nati at home, UNLV on the road, and it will 
be favored in all four home league games. 
If the defense matures quickly, the Beavers 
should compete for another upper-division 
Pac-10 finish and play in their sixth bowl in 
the past Seven seasons. 


JAMES, RODGERS * 


P a 


KEY BEAVERS 

Jacquizz Rodgers, TB The Pac-10’s reign- 
ing Offensive Player of the Year must stay 
healthy. 

Stephen Paea, DT Run-stuffing tackle is 
lone returning starter on untested defen- 
sive line. 

James Rodgers, FL One of the nation’s 
most versatile offensive weapons can beat 
you in many ways. 


KEY LOSSES 

Victor Butler, DE Big-time playmaker had 
21.5 tackles for a loss and 12 sacks in ’08. 
Brandon Hughes, CB Four-year starter led 
team with 11 pass break-ups. 

Sammie Stroughter, WR Stretched the de- 
fense as a big-play receiver and was out- 
standing returning punts. 
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ACQUIZZ 


OREGON SIATE RB 


that,” Riley says. “We'll see what we see in the spring (with the current players) and make a mid-fall 


camp decision (about whether to play Philipp).” 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN ‘The D-line is another area of concern, as sackmasters Victor Butler (12 
sacks) and Slade Norris (10 sacks) have departed. The lone returning full-time starter is tackle 
Stephen Paea, a solid run-stuffer who earned honorable mention all-conference honors in 2008. 
Oregon State recorded 39 sacks in 2008 and has 130 sacks the past three seasons, among the best 
in the nation, but it’s tough to see the 2009 unit being as productive. The Beavers are hopeful sen- 
ior Ben Terry, a backup in 2008, can make the transition to an every-down player, much as Nor- 
ris did last year. Miller, the former tight end, and Nevada transfer Matt LaGrone could be factors 
as well. LaGrone was the sixth man on the Wolf Pack basketball team before deciding to join his 
younger brother Josh at Oregon State. 


OFFENSE (7) 


WR 


QB 
RB 


15 Darrell Catchings (Jr) 
25 Casey Kjos (ur.) 

8 James Rodgers (Jr) 
50 Mike Remmers (So.) 
61 Michael Lamb (So.) 
60 Alex Linnenkohl (Jr.) 
73 Gregg Peat (Sr.) 

72 Timi Oshinowo (ur) 
88 Howard Croom (Sr.) 
3 Lyle Moevao (Sr.) 
1 Jacquizz Rodgers (So.) 


DEFENSE (3) 


LE 


55 Ben Terry (Sr) 
54 Stephen Paea (ur.) 
92 Mitchel Hunt (Jr) 
74 Kevin Frahm (So.) 
32 Keaton Kristick (Sr.) 
45 David Pa’aluhi (So.) 
35 Keith Pankey (Jr) 
21 Tim Clark (Sr) 

3 Patrick Henderson (Sr.) 
28 Suaesi Tuimaunei (Jr) 
10 Lance Mitchell (So.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 
Pp 


27 Justin Kahut (ur) 
7 Johnny Hekker (So.) 


DEPTH CHART 


23 Jordan Bishop (Fr) 
10 Kevan Walker (Fr.) 
18 Geno Munoz (Fr) 
64 Colin Kelly (Fr.) 
71 Brent McNeil (Ur) 
70 Grant Johnson (So.) 
74 Burke Ellis (So.) 
62 Geoff Garner (Fr.) 
83 Brady Camp (Ur) 

5 Sean Canfield (Sr) 
24 Ryan McCants (So.) 


77 Evan Hull (Ur) 

78 Brennan Olander (Jr) 
97 Sioeli Nau (Sr.) 

99 Gabe Miller (ur) 

29 Zane Norris (Fr) 

43 Tony Wilson (Fr) 

59 Dwight Roberson (Jr) 
4 James Dockery (Jr) 
17 Brandon Hardin (So.) 
40 Cameron Collins (So.) 

26 Josh LaGrone (Fr.) 


KR. 8 James Rodgers (ur) 
PR 84 Taylor Kavanaugh (Sr) 


LINEBACKERS The Beavers return two 
starters on the outside, Keaton Kristick and 
Keith Pankey, but Riley and his staff are con- 
sidering shaking things up. “We could move 
Keaton to the middle — we'll just see how 
things proceed. Keaton is one of the top play- 
ers in the conference.” However, if the staff 
feels good about David Paaluhi’s play in the 
middle, they will opt to keep Kristick on the 
outside. “David hasn't been a starter but he’s 
played a lot,” Riley says. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS The last time the 
Beavers broke in at least three new secondary 
starters (2005) they finished 115th of 117 
teams in passing yards allowed. This time, 
though, projected starting corners Tim Clark 
and Patrick Henderson and safeties Suaesi Tu- 
imaunei and Lance Mitchell have seen plenty 
of duty as backups and wont be as inexperi- 
enced as the 2005 group. Clark has started six 
games in place of injured players over the past 
two seasons. “We've got guys who have been 
around and played, so that’s good,” Riley says. 
“T think we'll be alright.” 


SPECIALISTS The biggest news is the return 
of assistant coach Bruce Read, a longtime 
Riley favorite who was fired by the Dallas 
Cowboys in the offseason after two seasons 


with the team. It’s his third go-round with a Riley-coached OSU team, and during those spans 
the Beavers’ special team units have generally been among the Pac-10’s best. Junior Justin Kahut 
had an uneven first year as the starting placekicker, in part because of a leg injury that hindered 
him early in the season. He missed a key extra point at Utah and was inconsistent inside 40 yards. 
But he did drill a game-winner on the final play at Arizona and gave some indications he could 
continue the legacy of placekicking excellence started by Kirk Yliniemi (2002-03) and extended 
by Alexis Serna (2004-07). Punter Johnny Hekker was awful early, but the light came on about 
midway through the season after some tinkering with his technique. Stroughter, an outstanding 
punt returner, must be replaced. James Rodgers returned a kickoff for a touchdown against Cal 


and is solid in that role. 


SCOUTING THE BEAVERS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP OREGON STATE “I don’t ever underestimate Oregon State. They play physical. 
They always come up with good corners that can lock you down outside. They end up with good 
pass rushers. Their offensive line plays hard. ... They always have talent. They’ve had great backs. 
They’ve always had really good offensive lines. They’re always physical up front. Their defense is al- 
ways one of the best in the conference. Without a doubt, they’ll be in the upper half of the confer- 
ence again. ... The running back (Jacquizz Rodgers) is the real deal. He’s got great, great vision. He 
sees everything. He’s not afraid to run it up there. He can run inside and outside. He’s got quick 
feet. He has good speed. Without him in the bow! game, they were a different team. ... Add his 
brother (James), and they’re both good players. You have to know where they’re at. Best thing 
about them is they seemed like good people, good kids. When they lined up, they played hard, they 
competed, they cared. ... (Sean) Canfield is kind of a finesse guy at quarterback from what I hear.” 
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OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


Road warriors The Beavers won three 
Pac-10 road games for the fourth time in 
the past five years in 2008 and now have 
four consecutive wins at Washington, Ari- 
zona and California. 


Bowl perfection Oregon State’s 3-0 vic- 
tory over Pittsburgh in the Sun Bowl im- 
proved the Beavers’ postseason record 
under Mike Riley to 5-0. He also won the 
2003 Las Vegas (New Mexico), 2004 In- 
sight (Notre Dame), 2006 Sun (Missouri) 
and 2007 Emerald (Maryland) bowls. It’s 
the second-longest bow! winning streak 
in the country, behind Utah’s eight. 


Fast finishers The Beavers won seven of 
their final eight games in 2008, continu- 
ing a trend under Riley. They are 22—5 in 
October, November and December in 
2006-08. Only USC (21-4) has a better 
record over that period. 


Good company Oregon State was 18th 
in the final AP Poll and 19th in the final 
USA Topay/Coaches poll in 2008. It was 
their third-consecutive season in the AP 
top 25. Only nine other programs have 
also finished in the final AP top 25 in each 
of the past three seasons. 


KEATON KRISTICK 


RISING STAR 


Sophomore cor- 
ner Brandon 
Hardin was a star 
as a special 
teams gunner and 
will compete for 
major playing 
time in an inexpe- 
rienced second- 
ary, as a backup, 
nickelback or 
even at safety. He 
had 13 tackles in 2008 and is one of the 
fastest players on the team. 
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QUARTERBACKS 
17 Anderson, Zach 
5 Canfield, Sean 
16 Engstrom, Justin 

12 Katz, Ryan 
2 Lalich, Peter 
3 Moevao, Lyle 
14 Sim, Brennan 


RUNNING BACKS 
33. Darkins, Will 

22 Francis, Jeremy 
34 Jenkins, Jordan 
24 McCants, Ryan 
26 Parish, Joshua 

1 Rodgers, Jacquizz 
36 Roth, Chris 

19 Stevenson, Jovan 
42 York, Clayton 


RECEIVERS 

80 Adeniji, Damola 
23 Bishop, Jordan 
7 Brown, Kyle 

15 Catchings, Darrell 
84 Kavanaugh, Taylor 
25 Kjos, Casey 

4 Krebs, Kaulin 

89 McGarity, Shawn 
18 Munoz, Geno 

46 Nichols, Aaron 

8 Rodgers, James 
10 Walker, Kevan 


TIGHT ENDS 

83 Camp, Brady 
88 Croom, Howard 
87 Halahuni, Joe 
86 Pankey, Kevin 
82 Prince, Colby 
85 Reese, John 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
74 Ellis, Burke 

62 Garner, Geoff 

75 Hannah, Nathan 
70 Johnson, Grant 
64 Kelly, Colin 

61 Lamb, Michael 

60. Linnenkohl, Alex 
53 Lyons, Colin 

68 McAndrews, Wilder 
71 McNeil, Brent 

78 Motter, Ben 

72 Oshinowo, Timi 
73 Peat, Gregg 


HI/WT CL 
6-4/222 Fr. 
6-4/220 Sr. 


6-5/204 So. 


61/208 Fr. 
6-4/229 dr. 
5-11/220 Sr. 
6-2/205 dr. 


HI/WT CL 
6-1/224 So. 
5-11/218 Sr. 
61/205 Fr. 
6-1/240 So. 
5-11/208 So. 
57/193 So, 
511/221 Ur. 
S-11/178 Fr. 
6-0/208 Fr. 


HI/WT CL 
63/215 Sr. 
63/195 Fr. 
64/208 Ur 
511/179 dr. 
§-10/175 Sr. 
62/215 dr. 
60/193 Fr. 
§-10/164 dr. 
6-0/187 Fr. 
60/185 dr. 
57/185 Jr. 
60/195 Fr. 


HTI/WT CL 
6-4/258 dr. 
63/254 Sr. 
6-2/254 So. 
6-2/260 Fr. 
63/250 Fr. 
63/240 Sr. 


HT/WT CL 
6-4/249 So. 
65/302 Fr. 
63/304 Ur. 
63/265 So. 
64/266 Fr. 
63/276 So. 
6-2/288 dr. 
63/312 Fr 
6-4/290 Ur. 
63/325 Ur 
6-5/283 So. 
66/283 Jr. 
63/296 Sr. 


HOMETOWN 
Yamhill, OR 
Carisbad, CA 
Scappoose, OR 
Santa Monica, CA 
Springfield, VA 
Torrance, CA 
Portland, OR 


HOMETOWN 
Lake Oswego, OR 
Winter Park, FL 
Salem, OR 
Corona, CA 

Los Angeles, CA 
Richmond, TX 
Canby, OR 
Tucson, AZ 
Redmond, OR 


HOMETOWN 
Eugene, OR 
Salem, OR 
Anaheim, CA 
Escondido, CA 
Portland, OR 
Middletown, OH 
Kahuku, HI 
Liberty Township, OH 
Tacoma, WA 
Honolulu, HI 
Richmond, TX 
Pasadena, CA 


HOMETOWN 
Gresham, OR 
Long Beach, CA 
Orting, WA 
Visalia, CA 
Albany, OR 
Upland, CA 


HOMETOWN 
Canby, OR 
Mesa, AZ 
Scappoose, OR 
Baker City, OR 
Kelso, WA 
Portland, OR 
Olympia, WA 
Carmichael, CA 
Honolulu, HI 
Van Nuys, CA 
Philomath, OR 
Naperville, IL 
Mission Viejo, CA 


Joshua Andrews 
Michael Beaton 
John Braun 
Kevin Cummings 
Dax Dilbeck 
Michael Doctor 
Reggie Dunn 
Grant Enger 
Michah Hatfield 
Kyrell Hudson 
Ashton Jefferson 
Josh Kaiwi 

Jack Lomax 


OL 6-2 257 
OL 6-2 284 
OL 6-6 240 
WR 6-2 165 
ATH 6-1 171 
LB 6-0 195 
WR 5-11 185 
OL 6-6 250 
WR 6-0 153 
ATH 6-0 185 
RB 6-2 195 
DE 6-2 250 
QB 6-2 165 


Ontario, CA 
Dallas, OR 
Albany, OR 
Encino, CA 

Edmond, OK 

Tulsa, OK 

Los Angeles, CA 
Seattle, WA 

Lake Oswego, OR 
Vancouver, WA 
Alvin, TX 
Anchorage, AK 
Lake Oswego, OR 


63 Pohl, Ryan 63/285 ur. 
50 Remmers, Mike 6-4/286 So. 
67 Ross, Rory 6-3/294 Fr. 
69 Roy, John 63/270 Ur. 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HT/WT CL 
96 Fifita, Jesse 61/276 Fr. 
74 Frahm, Kevin 6-2/255 So. 
79 Hansen, Tom 61/245 ur 
91 Henry, Taylor 61/222 Fr 
77 Hull, Evan 6-4/256 ur. 
92 Hunt, Mitchel 6-2/271 dr. 
94 LaGrone, Matt 66/240 Jr. 
98 Masaniai, Castro 6-2/299 Fr. 
99 Miller, Gabe 63/231 dr 
95 Moala, Latu 61/294 Sr. 
97 Nau, Sioeli 6-2/307 Sr. 
78 Olander, Brennan 61/274 Jt. 
54 Paea, Stephen 61/293 Jr. 
49 Seumalo, Andrew 6-3/238 Fr. 
55 Terry, Ben 6-2/243 Sr, 
61 Tuimalealiifano, 'amafana 6-1/260 So. 
LINEBACKERS HT/WT CL 
52 Camat, Keo 6-2/233 Jr. 
31 Jones, Paul 6-2/207 So. 
39 Krebs, Kameron 60/207 Fr. 
32 Kristick, Keaton 63/226 Sr. 
29 Norris, Zane 6-2/200 Fr. 
45 Pa’aluhi III, David 5-11/229 So. 
35 Pankey, Keith 60/211 dr. 
59 Roberson, Dwight 60/238 ur. 
48 Vave, Walker 6-2/230 Ur. 
47 Watkins, Anthony 61/214 Fr. 
43 Wilson, Tony 61/219 Fr. 
DEFENSIVE BACKS HTI/WT CL 
21 Clark, Tim 60/170 Sr. 
5 Collins, Cameron 62/216 So. 
4 Dockery, James 61/175 dt. 
17 Hardin, Brandon 6-2/206 So. 
3 Henderson, Patrick 5-10/175 Sr. 
26 LaGrone, Josh 6-1/181 Fr. 
10 Mitchell, Lance 6-2/205 So. 
14 Olds, Kava 5-10/180 Fr. 
20 Parker, Keynan 5-11/168 Fr. 
2 Ross, David 6-0/185 So, 
28 Tuimaunei, Suaesi 61/208 dr. 
38 Watkins, Brian 5-9/174 Fr 
SPECIALISTS HT/WT CL 
37 Allen, Ryan (K/P) 6-1/194 Fr. 
40 Barker, Matt (K) 61/170 So. 
7 Hekker, Johnny (P) 65/211 So. 
27 Kabut, Justin (K) 5-8/158 dr. 
57 Perry, Marcus (LS) 511/236 Fr. 
18 Sehnem, Sean(K/P)  5-11/190 Sr. 
Sean Martin DB 6-0 170 

Michael Philipp OL 6-3 320 

Jordan Poyer DB 6-0 172 

Rashaad Reynolds ATH 6-0 170 

Rueben Robinson LB 6-3 215 

Mana Rosa DE 6-3 250 

Zeke Sanders ATH 6-1 181 

Tyler Thomas OL 6-4 285 

Cody Vaz QB 6-1 198 

Devin Unga TE 6-1 201 

Kevin Unga DE 6-2 222 

Markus Wheaton WR 6-1 175 


Waipahu, HI 
West Linn, OR 
Glendale, AZ 
Corvallis, OR 


HOMETOWN 
Menlo Park, CA 
Portland, OR 
Rancho Murieta, CA 
Altadena, CA 
Albany, OR 
Chandler, AZ 

San Diego, CA 
Waipahu, HI 
Lake Oswego, OR 
Hayward, CA 
Spanish Fork, UT 
Grants Pass, OR 
Los Altos, CA 
Corvallis, OR 
Mission Viejo, CA 
Honolulu, HI 
HOMETOWN 
Portland, OR 
Nyssa, OR 
Kahuku, HI 
Fountain Hills, AZ 
Portland, OR 
Waianae, HI 
Visalia, CA 
Oxnard, CA 

Laie, HI 

Burien, WA 
Salem, OR 
HOMETOWN 
Compton, CA 
Santa Monica, CA 
La Quinta, CA 
Honolulu, HI 
Oakland, CA 

San Diego, CA 
Pasadena, CA 
Kailua, HI 

New Westminster, BC 
Compton, CA 
Laie, HI 

Burien, WA 
HOMETOWN 
Salem, OR 
Sprague, WA 
Bothell, WA 
Portland, OR 
Chula Vista, CA 
Encino, CA 


Corona, CA 

San Bernardino, CA 
Astoria, OR 

San Fernando, CA 
Chandler, AZ 
Wailuku, HI 
Santa Cruz, CA 
Kalispell, MT 
Stockton, CA 
Laie, HI 

Laie, HI 

Chandler, AZ 


Four-star wide receiver Reggie Dunn and offensive lineman Michael Philipp highlighted a class that was ranked, as usual, 
in the lower third of the Pac-10 by the various recruiting services, Rivals.com ranked the class No. 54 nationally. Dunn orig- 
inally signed in 2007 but did not qualify and played a year at Compton (Calif.) Community College. “We are very glad to get 
Reggie back in the fold,” Mike Riley says. “We spent a lot of years recruiting Reggie to Oregon State.” Dunn and Philipp, who 
turned down Stanford, are both expected to contribute immediately, although Philipp’s family wants him to redshirt. “He’s 
a big kid, athletic and he’s smart,” offensive line coach Mike Cavanaugh says of Philipp. “He has all the things you are look- 
ing for. He’s very humble. He’s a quiet guy.” Riley says it’s a “versatile” class that filled needs, especially on the offensive 
line. Oregon State also signed safety Dax Dilbeck and linebacker Michael Doctor from Oklahoma, a previously untapped lo- 
cation, and Alaskan defensive end Josh Kaiwi. 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


Sept. 5 Portland State 
Sept. 12 at UNLV 

Sept. 19 Cincinnati 

Sept. 26 Arizona 

Oct. 3  atArizona State 
Oct. 10 Stanford 
Oct. 24 atUSC 

Oct. 31 UCLA 

Nov. 7  atCalifornia 

Nov. 14 Washington 

Nov. 21 atWashington State 
Dec. 3  atOregon 

HEAD COACH: MIKE RILEY 
RECORD AT SCHOOL: 56-42 (8 YEARS) 


CAREER RECORD: 56-42 (8 YEARS) 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: DANNY LANGSDORF 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: MARK BANKER 
LOCATION: CORVALLIS, ORE. 

STADIUM: RESER STADIUM (45,674) 


RECORD: (9-4, 7-2) 


DATE OPPONENT RESULT SCORE 
Aug. 28 at Stanford L 28-36 
Sept. 6 at Penn State L 14-45 
| Sept. 13 Hawaii Ww 45-7 
Sept. 25 USC Ww 27-21 
Oct. 2 atUtah L 28-31 
Oct. 11 Washington State Ww 66-13 
Oct. 18 at Washington W 34-13 
Nov. 1 Arizona State W 27-25 
Nov. 8 atUCLA W 34-6 
Nov. 15 California Ww 34-21 
Nov. 22 at Arizona Ww 19-17 
Nov. 29 Oregon L 38-65 
Dec. 31 #Pittsburgh Ww 3- 0 
#Sun Bowl 


2008 
INDINIOUAL STATS 


ATT COMP) §=YDS 1D INT 
ee Moevao 361 214 2,534 19 13 
Sean Canfield 84 56 703 6 2 
RUSHING AIT YDS AVG 1D 
Jacquizz Rodgers 259 1,253 4.8 11 
James Rodgers 46 408 89 5 
RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 
Sammie Stroughter 70 1,040 149 7 
Shane Morales 54 743 138 8 
James Rodgers 51 607 11.9 4 


Kicking: Justin Kahut, 16-24 FGs, 36-38 XPs, 


| 84 points 


Tackles: Greg Laybourn, 113; Keaton Kristick, 82 
Sacks: Victor Butler, 12; Slade Norris, 10 
Interceptions: Keenan Lewis, 4 


Returning Players in Bold 
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James and Jacquizz Rodgers 


A : have taken Corvallis by storm 
by Brooks Hatch 


ny remaining doubt about James and Jacquizz Rodgers’ value to the Oregon State football 
program vanished on a cool, windy New Year's Eve afternoon at the Sun Bowl in EI Paso. 
That day, the Beavers defeated Pittsburgh, 3-0, for coach Mike Riley’s fifth bowl victory in 
as many games since returning to his hometown in 2003 for his second stint as OSU coach. 
But the Beavers’ meager offensive production without the amazing Rodgers brothers — who both 


missed the bowl game after sustaining season-ending injuries on consecutive Saturdays in late Novem- 
ber — demonstrated that the diminutive but oh-so-solid Texans are far more than the heart, soul and 
legs of the offense. 

They are, to paraphrase a shopworn cliché first made famous by Reggie Jackson, the straws that stir 
the Beavers’ offensive cocktail. 

“They've made their mark very quickly,” Riley says. “In many ways they're a good picture of our pro- 
gram, as players and as people.” 
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Mere statistics don’t completely measure the contributions of James 
Rodgers, the 5'7", 185-pound junior slotback/kick returner/master of 
the fly sweep, or younger brother Quizz, the rock-solid, 5'7", 193-pound 
sophomore tailback whose extraordinary 2008 season made him a third- 
team All-American and the first true freshman in history to earn Pac-10 
Conference Offensive Player of the Year honors. 

But stats are a great place to start. 

* Jacquizz rushed for 1,253 yards and 11 touchdowns on 259 carries, 
and caught 29 passes for 247 yards and another touchdown, scoring 72 
points before he separated his left shoulder at Arizona on Noy. 22, He 
missed the final 11 quarters of the season. 

* James had 51 receptions for 607 yards and four touchdowns, rushed 
46 times for 408 yards and five touchdowns, and returned 33 kickoffs for 
818 yards and yet another touchdown before he suffered a broken col- 
larbone against Oregon on Nov. 29 that kept him out of the Sun Bowl. 


“They've made their mark very quickly. 
In many ways they're a good picture of 


our program, as players and as people.” 
Oregon State coach Mike Riley 


Do the math. The two combined for 1,661 of OSU's 2,055 rushing 
yards (81 percent); 854 of OSU's 3,237 receiving yards (26 percent); 
2,515 of OSU's 5,292 total yards (47 percent); and they scored 132 of 
the Beavers’ 397 points (33 percent). 

Their contributions go beyond the numbers, though. OSU's identity 
as a hard-nosed, grind-it-out offense was established when Jacquizz 
emerged as a 20-plus carry-per-game option early in the season. They 
both demonstrated a penchant for huge, game-changing plays that drove 
the Beavers — lightly regarded by most experts before the season — to 
a victory over No. 1-ranked USC and to within one game of a Pac-10 co- 
championship. 

James made a spectacular catch of a deflected pass for a touchdown 
just before halftime in that 27—21 upset over USC. His 86-yard kickoff 
return for a touchdown, and several long runs on his trademark play, the 
fly sweep, cemented OSU's key victory against California. Jacquizz rushed 
for 186 yards and two touchdowns against the Trojans to key OSU's first 
victory over a top-ranked team since the famous 3-0 shutout of O.]J. 
Simpson and the Trojans back in 1967. 

And together, they might become two of the most popular players in 
school history. Rather than choose one brother or the other to promote, 
this fall the OSU bookstore plans to sell an OSU replica jersey with 
Jacquizz’s No. 1 on one side and James’ No. 8 on the other. 


James is 14 months older than Jacquizz. Growing up they were always 
competitive with each other — sometimes too much so — until they 
became teammates in high school. 

“We used to fight when we were little, but as we got older, we learned 
to get along and have a better relationship,” James says. 

They did not have a privileged upbringing. Their boyhood home was 
full of love, but sometimes short on material things. Their mother, Tasha 
Williams, was a single parent raising four children after their father ran 
afoul of the law and was imprisoned. 

“He's still my dad,” James Rodgers says of his namesake father, James 
Rodgers Sr. “You just have to move on, get stronger.” 

“He made some bad choices,” Jacquizz says. “We didn’t want to go 
down that road.” 

Two of the boys’ uncles, Rodney Williams, an attorney, and Michael 
Lewis, a safety with the San Francisco 49ers, also played large roles in 
raising the brothers. 


“He stressed the books first, then football,” James says of Rodney. “We 
had to study. If we made bad grades, hed make us sit at the table extra 
hours until we got it right.” 

Asa result, both brothers graduated from Lamar Consolidated High 
School with honors. 

“(Our mom) is the person who was there for us,” Jacquizz says. “Sin- 
gle mother, four kids, and she stuck with us. She kept our heads on 
straight so we could get to where we are today.” 

Both brothers played football, basketball and ran track in high school. 
Jacquizz, nicknamed “Mr. Touchdown,” was the higher-profile prospect, 
as he scored 136 touchdowns and rushed for 8,245 yards. Utah State was 
the only other FBS school to offer James a scholarship. 

“I'm quicker than James; he’s faster than me,” Jacquizz says. “He's a 
straight-ahead runner, and my job is to make people miss.” 

That’s a job he often accomplishes by ducking behind his huge offen- 
sive linemen and making cat-quick cuts into seams that bigger backs can't 
squeeze through. 

Adds James: “I talk a lot. (Jacquizz) doesn’t.” 

The Beavers discovered James very late in the recruiting process when 
offensive coordinator Danny Langsdorf received a tip from a friend whod 
coached James in an all-star game in Florida and couldn't believe he wasn't 
getting any big-time offers. 

Riley sent Langsdorf to Texas, and when he showed up at Lamar Con- 
solidated, the coaches believed Langsdorf was scouting Jacquizz, not pur- 
suing James. 

“They said, “You're just here to recruit (James’) brother,” Langsdorf 
says. “Lasked, ‘Who’ his brother?’ I didn’t know about (Jacquizz), but (I 
said) I'm going to recruit him now.” 

Convincing Jacquizz to follow his older brother to the Pacific North- 
west wasn'ta slam dunk. Baylor and SMU were interested, as were Boston 
College and Illinois. Clearly, he had more options than James, but his 
brother loved Oregon State, got a chance to play right away, and was 
treated fairly. That sold Jacquizz. He committed early and never wavered. 

“The coaches showed me a lot of respect,” Jacquizz says. “When I came 
to Corvallis on my visit, all the players made me feel at home, like they'd 
known me forever.” 


Jacquizz’s idol growing up was Barry Sanders, another smallish tail- 
back. Once practice started last fall, it didn’t take long for OSU's de- 
fenders to see the similarities. 

“Whatever film he’s been watching of Barry, he's got it down,” defen- 
sive end Victor Butler says. “He makes moves just like him.” 

Adds cornerback Tim Clark: “That kid is elusive. He reminds me of 
Maurice Jones-Drew. Low to the ground. Explosive. And for a little guy, 
he can really run.” 

One writer described Jacquizz as a ping-pong ball in the bathtub, 
bouncing off numerous would-be tacklers with surprising strength. 

“He's nor small, he’s just short,” Riley says of Jacquizz, a description that 
applies equally to James. “He's really a strong, well-built athlete. He's got 
great balance, good hands, and he’s very strong — the quickness and ex- 
plosiveness into holes, it’s very impressive.” 

Jacquizz isn’t the first undersized Beaver tailback to excel. The 5'7" Ken 
Simonton (1998-2001) gained 5,044 yards, the second-most in Pac-10 
history. And Jacquizz’s immediate predecessor, 5'9" Yvenson Bernard 
(2004-07), rushed for 3,862 yards during his underrated career. 

“He's athletic, he’s got tremendous speed, he’s got good vision,” Butler 
says of Jacquizz. “The only other guy I've seen who has vision like thar 
was Yvenson. He sees the holes before they're there.” 

Riley may have even more tricks up his sleeve for Jacquizz this season. 
He's thinking about installing a Wildcat package and having Jacquizz 
take some direct snaps. 

Just something else to keep Pac-10 coaches awake at night, courtesy of 
the Rodgers brothers. 
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here is a buzz building around Jim Harbaugh and the Stanford football pro- 
gram, despite the fact that the Cardinal are just 9-15 in the coach’s first two 
years on The Farm. There is a sense that Stanford is coming — sooner rather 
than later. It started with the 2007 upset of USC, continued after narrowly 
missing a bowl game last season and added steam after Harbaugh brought in one of the 
nation’s top recruiting classes for 2009. 

The Cardinal may not be ready to contend for the Pac-10 championship just yet, but 
a winning season and a finish in the upper half of the conference aren't out of the ques- 
tion in 2009. 

“This team has an identity,” Harbaugh says. “This team is better and has more depth 
than it has had. We're becoming the strong, blue-collar kind of football ream that we 
envisioned.” 

Stanford went 5-7 last year but notched quality wins over Oregon State and Ari- 
zona and lost close games to Oregon, Notre Dame and UCLA. After the season, Har- 
baugh reportedly interviewed with the New York Jets and was on the wish list of a 
handful of other NFL teams. 

But Harbaugh stayed put, agreeing to a three-year contract extension and continu- 
ing to lay the foundation for a contending team in the Pac-10. But Harbaugh, never 
afraid to make grandiose statements, wants more than that. 

“Our goals next year won't be to get bow!-eligi- 
ble. It will be BCS-eligible. That's what we will Stanford went 16 years 
be aiming for,” he told reporters following the without 2 1,000-yard rusher 
Cardinal’s season-ending loss to Cal. before Toby Gerhart broke 

Stanford needs to simply have a winning sea- he: drought es} 22500) 

son first. With a talented young quarterback and 
some key returners to a very good defense in place, the Cardinal could finally finish 
over the break-even mark for the first time since 2001. 
QUARTERBACKS ‘The Cardinal have a returning starter in Tavita Pritchard, but Har- 
baugh may not be able to wait to have the Andrew Luck era begin. Luck, a highly re- 
cruited redshirt freshman out of Houston, looked the part in spring ball and appears 
to have the edge going into fall camp. “Luck is going to be a star,” Harbaugh says. “It’s 
undeniable.” Pritchard will be remembered for leading the Cardinal to its historic upset 
of USC in 2007, but his performance has been uneven over the past two years. He's 
thrown 22 interceptions against 15 touchdown passes in his career and by the end of 
last year was sharing time with backup Alex Loukas. But Harbaugh says Pritchard con- 
tinues to improve and the competition will last into the fall. “You could make a case that 
‘Tavita finds a way to win games,” Harbaugh says. “He's right there with Luck.” Loukas 
also was a candidate at quarterback but tore his right ACL during spring practice. He 
also was getting reps at wide receiver and defensive end. 


RUNNING BACKS Harbaugh knew Toby Gerhart had potential after watching him 
rush for 140 yards in the 2007 season-opener before suffering a season-ending knee in- 
jury. But he admittedly didn’t anticipate that Gerhart would reach the level of pro- 
duction he did in 2008. Gerhart set the Stanford single-season record with 1,136 yards. 
“There was some surprise there, no doubt about it,” Harbaugh says. “We had an idea 
of what Toby could do. I was really pleased with how he played. He was our best foot- 
ball player last year.” Gerhart also plays outfield for Stanford’s baseball team, and there 
is some speculation that he could leave for the Major League Baseball draft. But all 
signs are that Gerhart will stay at Stanford. Either way, the Cardinal are taking a long 
look at Jeremy Stewart, a junior who has been waiting his turn behind Gerhart and 


the departed Anthony Kimble. 


RECEIVERS The Cardinal return their top two pass-catchers from last year, Ryan 
Whalen and Doug Baldwin. But Harbaugh is excited about talented sophomore Chris 
Owusu, who excelled as a kick returner as a freshman. “He's coming on like a freight 
train,” Harbaugh says. Harbaugh called Loukas the team’s third-best receiver during 
the spring before the injury. With Luck or Pritchard seemingly substantially ahead of 
Loukas at quarterback, Harbaugh was trying to find other ways to get him on the field. 
“He’s such a big, fast athlete that we have to get him on the field,” Harbaugh says. “He’s 
very much in it at quarterback. He’s playing defensive end. He’s playing special teams. 
He can cause a fumble, catch a touchdown, run a touchdown. This guy is really spe- 
cial.” Loukas, who has already redshirted, is going to attempt to return to action at 
some point during the 2009 season. Richard Sherman, once a promising talent at wide 
receiver, is moving to cornerback. Sherman never got going last season before having sea- 
son-ending knee surgery. Harbaugh also brought in one of the top wide receiver classes 
in the country, and he says Jamal Rashad-Patterson could vie for a starting spot right 
away. 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE CARDINAL 
With seven starters back on both offense 
and defense, coach Jim Harbaugh believes 
the Cardinal are ready to take the next step 
into the upper echelon of the Pac-10. Stan- 
ford has improved on its win total in each of 
Harbaugh’s first two years as coach and 
has been competitive in a handful of losses. 
Despite the loss of second-leading tackler 
Pat Maynor and talented defensive lineman 
Pannel Egboh, defense will once again be a 
strength for the Cardinal. Tom Keiser and 
Erik Lorig form an excellent tandem at de- 
fensive end, Clinton Snyder is one of the 
conference’s top linebackers and the sec- 
ondary is deep and skilled. The Cardinal’s 
offense got an unexpected boost last sea- 
son from running back Toby Gerhart, who 
came out of nowhere to set the school’s sin- 
gle-season rushing record with 1,136 yards. 
The passing game needs work, and it could 
have a new dynamic if talented redshirt 
freshman Andrew Luck wins the starting 
job. He appeared to have the edge over in- 
cumbent Tavita Pritchard in the spring. 
Stanford also could have some new faces 
make an impact right away. Harbaugh says 
several players from a highly regarded re- 
cruiting class could play, and even start, im- 
mediately. That includes wide receiver 
Jamal Rashad-Patterson, linebacker 
Shayne Skov and fullback Tyler Gaffney. 


KEY CARDINAL 

Toby Gerhart, RB Set Stanford’s single- 
season rushing record last year after com- 
ing off an injury. 

Clinton Snyder, LB One of the Pac-10’s top 
returning linebackers anchors a strong de- 
fense. 

Bo McNally,S Tackle leader is back for 
one final tour through the Pac-10. 


KEY LOSSES 

Alex Fletcher, C In a conference full of top 
centers, Fletcher still stood out. 

Pat Maynor, LB Savvy veteran will be hard 
to replace on the outside. 

Pannel Egboh, DE Mammoth pass rusher 
should get a look from an NFL team. 
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OFFENSIVE LINEMEN The Cardinal will have to rebuild their line following the departures of 
all-conference honoree Ben Muth and Alex Fletcher, but Harbaugh is encouraged by this group's 
potential. It looks as though Stanford will finally be getting back Allen Smith, an accomplished left 
tackle who has missed almost two full seasons with a knee injury and was granted a sixth year of 
eligibility by the NCAA. Tackle Chris Marinelli, who was All-Pac-10 honorable mention last year, 
is back and may move to guard. Harbaugh says redshirt freshman David DeCastro has a chance to 
be a four-year starter, Chase Beeler, a one-time Oklahoma Sooner figures to replace Fletcher at 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (7) 

WR 8 Ryan Whalen (Jr) 89 Doug Baldwin (Jr) 

WR 81 Chris Owusu (So.) J. Rashad-Patterson (Fr) 
LT 67 Allen Smith (Sr) 73 Jonathan Martin (Fr) 

LG 61 Matt Kopa (Sr.) 71 Andrew Phillips (ur.) 

C 72 Chase Beeler (ur.) 70 Bert McBride (Jr) 


RG 52 David DeCastro (Fr) 53 Derek Hall (Jr) 

RT 63 Chris Marinelli (Sr.) 77 Tyler Mabry (So.) 

TE 83 Jim Dray (Sr) 82 Coby Fleener (So.) 
QB 12 Andrew Luck (Fr.) 14 Tavita Pritchard (Sr.) 
FB 48 Owen Marecic (ur) 47 Josh Catron (Sr) 

RB 7 Toby Gerhart (Sr.) 34 Jeremy Stewart (Jr) _ 
DEFENSE (7) 


DE 94 Tom Keiser (So.) 
DT 98 Matt Masifilo (So.) 
NT _ 54 Ekom Udofia (Sr. 
DE 80 Erik Lorig (Sr.) 
OLB 42 Will Powers (Sr:) 
MLB 20 Clinton Snyder (Sr.) 
OLB 43 Chike Amajoyi (Jr) 
CB 2 Corey Gatewood (ur) 
CB 24 Kris Evans (Sr.) 

SS 26 Delano Howell (So.) 
FS 22 Bo McNally (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 39 Nate Whitaker (Fr.) 
P 38 David Green (So.) 


93 Chase Thomas (Fr.) 

95 Brian Bulcke (Sr) 

92 Sione Fua (ur) 

41 Tom McAndrew (Sr) 

51 Alex Debniak (So.) 
Shayne Skov (Fr) 

57 Max Bergen (So.) 

37 Mark Mueller (ur.) 

3 Michael Thomas (So.) 
32 Sean Wiser (So.) 
23 Austin Yancy (Jr) 


KR 26 Delano Howell (So.) 
PR 89 Doug Baldwin (Jr.) 


center. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN The Cardinal fin- 
ished third in the Pac-10 in sacks per game last 
year and return a talented and experienced de- 
fensive line. Defensive end Pannel Egboh is 
gone and should be on an NFL roster this fall, 
but Erik Lorig and Tom Keiser form a tandem 
of ends that combined for nine sacks last sea- 
son. Ekom Udofia, arguably Stanford’s best 
down lineman, also returns on the inside. The 
Cardinal have seven defensive linemen who 
saw meaningful playing time last season. 


LINEBACKERS Stanford entered its game 
with Cal needing a win to qualify for a bowl. 
Those prospects dimmed when linebacker 
Clinton Snyder fractured his ankle in the first 
quarter. Snyder arguably is the Cardinal’s most 
indispensable player. The good news for Stan- 
ford is that he’s still around for 2009 to anchor 
the defense. “He gives us toughness, intensity, 
a blue-collar mentality — what we love about 
football players,” Harbaugh says. Snyder will 
no longer be playing alongside Pat Maynor, 
who was Stanford's second-leading tackler last 
year. But Nick Macaluso, Max Bergen and 
Will Powers all have valuable experience and 
should contend for playing time. Sophomore 
Alex Debniak came on during the spring, and 
incoming freshman Shayne Skov could com- 


pete for playing time immediately. The Cardinal also are experimenting with fullback Owen Mare- 
cic at linebacker. Harbaugh says he won't hesitate to use him as a true two-way player. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS The secondary should be a strength of the team, with leading tackler Bo 
McNally back at free safety, depth at cornerback and converted running back Delano Howell at 
strong safety. Kris Evans is back at one corner spot, and Corey Gatewood, who missed last season 
with an ankle injury, is a heavy favorite to start as well. But Michael Thomas looked good in the 
spring and could be in the mix for significant playing time. Harbaugh says Howell, who got 16 car- 
ries as a true freshman last season, simply “looks like a safety” and has basically been handed the 
job unchallenged. “Wherever you put him, he’s just a great football player,” Harbaugh says. 


SPECIALISTS Stanford has stability at punter with David Green, but it lost placekicker Aaron 
Zagory. Notre Dame transfer Nate Whitaker is expected to take over. Last year’s backup, Travis 
Golia, shared kickoffs with Zagory. The Cardinal finished in the top half of the Pac-10 in both punt 
and kick returns, and all of the principals are back. Owusu, Stewart and Howell each averaged at 
least 23 yards per kick return last year, while Baldwin handled punt returns. 


SCOUTING THE CARDINAL 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP STANFORD “TI think Stanford has a chance to be pretty good again. They're 
right there in every game. They have talent, no question. ... (Quarterback) Andrew Luck looks the 
part more, but you have the other guy (Tavita Pritchard) who has experience. If he continues to im- 
prove — it’s always hard to unseat someone who has a lot of experience. ... I like their defense a 
lot. Their front four is one of the better front fours in the league. Last year, I thought they played 
pretty hard up front. ... They can run the ball very well. (Toby) Gerhart is a load to bring down. There 
would be a question mark at quarterback, and that might come back to bite them in the butt. Yet 
when you run the ball as well as they do, you don’t have to be great at the quarterback spot. You just 
have to get it out of there when other teams load the box. ... Harbaugh has done a great job. Be- 
fore, they weren’t tough. Now they’re a tough football team. They’re going to hit you in the mouth 
and they’re going to run the ball. Better buckle up your chin strap when you play Stanford now.” 
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OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


Smart guys The Cardinal’s Academic 
Progress Rate (APR) of 986 is the highest 
of any football program in the Football 
Bowl Subdivision since 2003-04. 


What a rush Behind Toby Gerhart’s 1,136 
yards, Stanford rushed for the second- 
highest single-season total in school his- 
tory last season (2,395 yards). 


Moving on up The Cardinal averaged 
199.6 yards per game rushing last sea- 
son, which ranked second in the Pac-10. 
In each of the previous five seasons, 
Stanford had not finished higher than 
ninth in the conference in rushing. 


Bloodlines Starting safety Bo McNally, 
who has led the Cardinal in tackles in 
each of the past two seasons, is the 
grandson of former Orioles pitcher Dave 
McNally, a three-time All-Star. McNally is 
on the Lott Trophy watch list. 


Carpe Diem Tackle Chris Marinelli is flu- 
ent in Latin and achieved maxima cum 
laude on a national Latin exam. 


Feel the pressure The Cardinal have fin- 
ished 11th nationally in sacks in each of 
the past two seasons and should be in 
the mix for another high finish in 2009. 


BO McNALLY 


RISING STAR 


The Cardinal are 
lacking playmak- 
ers at wide re- 
ceiver, but 
freshman Jamal 
Rashad-Patter- 
son could be the 
answer. Rashad- 
Patterson was 
considered one of 
the top wide re- 
ceivers coming 
out of high school last season and 
could be in the mix to earn a starting 
spot immediately at Stanford. 
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QUARTERBACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN ~=-94'“« Keiser, Thomas 6-5/253 So. Wexford, PA 
15 Loukas, Alex 6-4/223 dr. Bannockburn, IL 80 Lorig, Erik 6-4/265 Sr. Rolling Hills, CA 
12 Luck, Andrew 6-4/225 Fr, Houston,TX 98 Masifilo, Matthew 6-3/264 So. Ewa Beach, HI 
14 Pritchard, Tavita 6-4/215 Sr. Tacoma,WA 41 McAndrew, Tom 65/262 Sr. Glen Ellyn, IL 
mMNGMCS ck HouroW 7 Sathuows SY ea 
25 Carr, Stephen 63/223 dr Chula Vista, CA 93. Thomas, Chase 6-4/208 =, Marietta CA 
47 Catron, Josh 6-0/234 Sr. Torrance, CA 54, Udotia Ekom 6-2/329 sr Scat ine NZ 
7 Gerhart, Toby 61/237 Sr. Norco, CA 3 . * 
35 Johnson, Blaise 5-11/190 Sr. Tempe, AZ LINEBACKERS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
48 Marecic, Owen 61/241 dr Tigard,OR 43 Amajoyi, Chike 6-0/233 Jr. San Bernardino, CA 
30 McNally, Liam 5-11/214 Fr. Salt Lake City, UT 57 Bergen, Max 6-2/227 So, East Stroudsburg, PA 
34 Stewart, Jeremy 60/218 dr Baton Rouge, LA 58 Bowlsby, Jeff 6-2/216 Fr. Eden Prairie, MN 
31 Craig, Fred 6-2/210 Fr. Cincinnati, OH 
siebes PUENE 4c BOMEIOWA 51 Debniak, Alex 6-2/220 So. Hudsonville, MI 
89 Baldwin, Doug 5-11/189 Jr Gulf Breeze, FL 55  Frink; Johnathan 62/239 So Oxford, MS 
81 Owusu, Chris 6-2/199 So. Westlake Village, CA 50 Macaluso, Nick 63/242 is Mid cto NJ 
10. Rance, Marcus 6-2/210 dr Yakima, WA 45 Menke Ate - 62/207 Fr Pie ak cA 
87 Reuland, Warren 6-5/207 So. Mission Viejo, CA Pe reas will 64/944 Sr Foster City, cA 
17 Whalen, Griff 60/198 So. Sylvania, OH 0 Snyder Clinton 64/Bl St ean Diego, CA 
8 Whalen, Ryan 6-2/203 Jr. Alamo, CA ay seis CL eae al 
Pee ne z oe 27 Bademosi, Johnson ‘61/195 So. _SiNer Spring, MD 
a ; 28 Bernard, Harold 6-2/187 Fr. Chandler, AZ 
2 IRENE By SORES So Men ET oa Brahe: te 60/91 St Monroe, MI 
88 Reuland, Konrad 6-6/252 dr. Mission Viejo, CA 33 Evans, Quinn 510/177 Fr Chandler, AZ 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HW CL HOMETOWN —.2 Gatewood, Corey 5-1/191 dr. Randolph, MA 
72 Beeler, Chase 63/276 dr. Jenks,OK 26 Howell, Delano 5-11/195 So. Newhall, CA 
66 Bentler, Matt 65/293 So. Bettendorf,IA 22 McNally, Bo 60/210 Sr. Salt Lake City, UT 
52 DeCastro, David 65/307 Fr. Bellevue, WA 37 Mueller, Mark 63/197 dr. Aurora, CO 
75 Dembesky, Joe 65/288 dr. SimiValley,CA 29 Richard, Chase 6-2/192 Fr. Atherton, CA 
79 Halamandaris,George  6-7/311 So. Moorpark,CA 9 Sherman, Richard 63/199 Sr. Compton, CA 
53 Hall, Derek 65/311 Jr Overland Park,KS 40 Skaufel, Taylor 6-0/195 Jr The Woodlands, TX 
78 Hallick, Brad 6-6/282 So. Pottsville, PA 3 Thomas, Michael 5-11/188 So. Houston, TX 
61 Kopa, Matt 66/297 Sr. ElkGrove,CA 13 Turner, Marcus 60/186 Fr. Long Beach, CA 
77 Mabry, Tyler 6-7/287 So. San Diego,CA 32 Wiser, Sean 6-2/198 So. Thousand Oaks, CA 
63 Marinelli, Chris 6-7/298 Sr. Braintree, MA 23 Yancy, Austin 6-4/217 Jr League City, TX 
73 Martin, Jonathan 6-6/282 Fr. North Hollywood, CA SPECIALISTS HVWT CL HOMETOWN 
70 McBride, Bert 63/303 dr. Thonotosassa, FL 45, Fowler, Andrew (LS) 62/233 Jn San Diego, CA 
71 Phillips, Andrew 65/294 oh. Darnestown, MD 18 Golia, Travis (K/P) 6-0/192 So. Poway, CA 
64 Schwartzstein, Sam 6-3/272 Fr. Southlake,TX 39 Green, David (K/P) 61/199 So. Mission Viejo, CA 
S7_-sruith, Alen Se Tempe, AZ 56 Nolan, Zach (LS) 64/221 dt Parkland, FL 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 19 Rosenkranz, Adrian(K) 6-0/169 Fr. Menlo Park, CA 
95 Bulcke, Brian 6-4/273 Sr Windsor,ON 39 Whitaker, Nate (K) §-9/186 Fr. San Diego, CA 
92 Fua, Sione 6-2/307 dr. Encino,CA 36 Zychlinski, Daniel (P) 63/222 Fr. Tampa, FL 


Usua Amanam RB 5-10 180 Fremont, CA Trent Murphy DE 6-6 235 Phoenix, AZ 
Terrence Brown CB 6-1 170 Torrance, CA Jordan Najvar TE 6-6 240 Spring, TX 
Kevin Danser T 66 275 Saratoga,CA Josh Nunes QB 6-4 205 Upland, CA 
Zach Ertz TE 6-6 248 Danville, CA Jamal Rashad-Patterson WR 6-3 202 McDonough, GA 
Tyler Gaffney RB 6-0 210 San Diego, CA Jemari Roberts WR 6-3 205 Long Beach, CA 
Ben Gardner DE 6-4 240 Mequon, WI Shayne Skov LB 6-3 235 Pawling, NY 
Ryan Hewitt TE 6-4 228 Denver,CO TerrenceStephens DT 6-2 295 Gaithersburg, MD 
Taysom Hill QB 6-2 210 Pocatello, ID  Stepfan Taylor RB 5-11 205 Mansfield, TX 
Jarek Lancaster S 61 213 Helotes,TX Drew Terrell WR 5-11 185 Chandler, AZ 
Josh Mauro DE 6-6 235 Hurst, TX Levine Toilolo TE 6-8 248 La Mesa, CA 
Geoff Meinken LB 6-4 265 Lynnwood, WA Khalil Wilkes G 63 285 Teaneck, NJ 


Jim Harbaugh got college football’s attention by hauling ina recruiting class ranked among the top 20 nationally, beat- 
ing out programs such as Notre Dame and Penn State according to some analysts. “First and foremost, great players 
will come to Stanford,” he says. Stanford needed help on offense, and Harbaugh scored big, bringing in a bunch of tal- 
ent at quarterback, wide receiver and running back. Jamal Rashad-Patterson, Jemari Roberts and Drew Terrell all were 
considered top-50 wide receivers, while Josh Nunes was regarded as one of the country’s top quarterback prospects. 
Running back Tyler Gaffney rushed for almost 3,000 yards as a senior and could compete for playing time immediately. 
The jewel of the class is middle linebacker Shayne Skov, the heir apparent to Clinton Snyder. “We recruit these fresh- 
man to come in and beat people out,” Harbaugh says. “That’s going to clash in August. I think that’s going to motivate 
them even more.” 


Sept. 3 atWashington State 
Sept. 12 atWake Forest 


Sept. 19 San Jose State 
Sept. 26 Washington 
Oct. 3 UCLA 


Oct. 10 at Oregon State 


Oct. 17 atArizona 
Oct. 24 Arizona State 
Nov. 7 Oregon 

Nov. 14 atUSC 
Nov. 21 California _ 


Nov. 28 Notre Dame 


HEAD COACH: JIM HARBAUGH 


RECORD AT SCHOOL: 9-15 (2 YEARS) 


CAREER RECORD: 38-21 (5 YEARS) 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: DAVID SHAW 


CO-DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
RON LYNN, ANDY BUH 
LOCATION: STANFORD, CALIF. 


STADIUM: STANFORD STADIUM (50,000) 


RECORD: (5-7, 4-5) 


DATE OPPONENT RESULT SCORE 
Aug. 28 Oregon State WwW 36-28 
Sept. 6 at Arizona State L 17-41 
Sept.13 atTCU L 14-31 
Sept.20 San Jose State W 23-10 
Sept.27 at Washington W 35-28 
| Oct. 4 at Notre Dame L 21-28 
Oct. 11 Arizona Ww 24-23 
Oct. 18 at UCLA L 20-23 
Nov. 1 Washington State W 58- 0 
Nov. 8 at Oregon L 28-35 
Nov. 15 USC L 23-45 
Nov. 22 at California L 16-37 


2008 
INDIVIDUAL STATS 


PASSING 


AIT COMP) §=YDS TD INT 


Tavita Pritchard 254 147 1,633 10 13 
Alex Loukas 


RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD 
Toby Gerhart 210 1,136 5.4 15 
Anthony Kimble 120 717 60 6 
Alex Loukas 36: 186) 5i2) «1 
RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 
Ryan Whalen 41 508 124 1 
Doug Baldwin 23 332 144 4 
Austin Gunder LZ 145) 85 


2050S cea 


Kicking: Aaron Zagory, 14-17 FGs, 35-37 XPs, 


77 points 


Tackles: Bo McNally, 76; Pat Maynor, 69 
Sacks: Tom Keiser, 6 
Interceptions: Bo McNally, 4; Kris Evans, 2 


Returning Players in Bold 
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n uncomfortable silence hung in the office like the stench of the 1-11 season that had 
brought Jim Harbaugh to Stanford. Toby Gerhart had just informed his new coach that 
he indeed loved football. Loved baseball, too. And, this being Stanford, Gerhart wanted 
to play both. Check that: He was going to play both. 

Harbaugh's eyes blazed with the trademark intensity that had convinced AD Bob Bowlsby he 
was the right man to lift Stanford back to Pac-10 prominence. “He's always fired up,” Gerhart says. 
Harbaugh was the right man, even though his head coaching experience was limited to non-schol- 
arship I-AA work at the University of San Diego. “We want people to love football here,” Har- 
baugh said. “Which do you love more?” 

“T love both,” Gerhart said. 

Dont get him wrong. Gerhart loves football, and anyone who saw the raw-boned back set the 
school’s single-season rushing record (1,136 yards) one year after tearing up his knee would under- 
stand his devotion and sacrifice. But he’s quite a baseball player, too. Hit 549 as a junior at Norco 
High School in Riverside County, Was named one of the top 50 prep prospects in the country. It 
didn’t matter that Harbaugh was about to conduct his first spring practice on The Farm. Gerhart 
was playing baseball. “It was a little awkward for a while, but we worked it out,” Gerhart says. 

It was one of Harbaugh's earliest encounters with the Stanford Way, a unique methodology that 
encourages its students to do it all. Play sports if you want to. Heck, play a couple of them. Get in- 
volved in campus life. Run for student government. And work hard in the classroom — in a real 
major. (Gerhart is studying management, science and engineering.) Hell, cure the common cold, 
why dont you. And while it might have led to some short-term frustration, it’s the way Harbaugh 
would prefer it. If you're going to be excellent, you might as well do it at a place where everyone 
around you is chasing the same goal. 


“It is my firm belief that academics don’t have 


to suffer just because you're a talented athlete.” 


— Stanford coach Jim Harbaugh 


“We have high expectations and goals,” Harbaugh says. “We want to win multiple conference 
championships and a national championship here. We want to graduate our players with meaningful 
degrees. There is the highest standard of any school in the country here. There’s no dumbing down 
of that. Our expectations are extremely high, and we must meet them.” 

‘Two years into his tenure, Harbaugh has taken some significant steps toward his objectives. Stan- 
ford is far more competitive than the one-win disaster he inherited. Its most recent recruiting class 
was ranked 17th in the nation by Athlon Sports. Anticipation is growing for a big 2009 campaign. 
And Harbaugh is still on campus, despite rumors he was considering — and being considered for 
— the vacant Jets head coaching job during the winter and the spot at Michigan, his alma mater, 
in ’07. 

The real trick is yet to be performed. College football is filled with programs that go part of the 
way. They win some games. Maybe even get to a bowl. But the rest of the dream is often interrupted 
by the harsh light of the day. Hopefuls are overrun by the establishment, and well-intentioned 
coaches are replaced by men with new, bigger plans. If Harbaugh is to return Stanford to the top 
of the conference, he must channel the school’s overall excellence into a sales pitch that can tran- 
scend the many obstacles that impede schools like it, Duke, Northwestern and Vanderbilt from 
perennial contention. He must convince top athletes, top student-athletes (the real McCoys) to 
play and win for him. Impossible? He says no, emphatically. 

“T have seen a lot as a player and known a lot of people who have played college football at the 
highest levels and gone on to play in the NFL, and it is my firm belief that academics don’t have to 
suffer just because you're a talented athlete,” Harbaugh says. “There should be no limits put on 
youngsters.” 

If Harbaugh has firm beliefs and high hopes and great expectations, it is best to leave him alone 
to his work and not ask a lot of questions. His is an all-business approach. Stanford needs that right 
now, since its football program is a long way from title contention, attendance is sagging, the Car- 
dinal’s athletic endowment has dropped 25 percent, and the school has talked abour abandoning 
five sports. Now is clearly not the time for frivolity. 

Harbaugh isn’t one for clowning. He'll smile and joke with the players, but he demands ac- 
countability and commitment. And he considers the bottom line his ultimate judge. (Remember, 
this was the guy who guaranteed a win over Ohio State in 1986 — and delivered a 26-24 victory.) 
Harbaugh has been training for this moment from the time he was a youth football player and 
hung out on the Michigan sidelines while his father, Jack, served as an assistant under Bo Schem- 
bechler. Even when he was playing in the NFL (1987-01), Harbaugh was serving as a volunteer as- 
sistant for his dad’s Western Kentucky teams, offering offensive advice and recruiting. When he 
took over at San Diego, a non-scholarship I-AA program, he had limited resources but was still able 


to go 29-6, including a pair of 11-1 years. That 
made Stanford AD Bob Bowlsby notice him. A 
2006 game against full-scholarship I-AA rival 
Cal-Davis closed the deal. 

“San Diego played hard, was very well organ- 
ized and the kids fought,” Bowlsby says. “I spent 
a lot of time watching the sidelines, to see how 
Jim interacted with his staff and the players. San 
Diego lost on the next-to-last possession, but it 
shouldn't have been a close game. That was due 
to Jim.” 

Stanford didn’t play too many close ones in 
2006, during a 1-11 season that closed the cur- 
tain on Walt Harris’ brief, two-year tenure. “The 
football team | found in 2006 (Bowlsby’s first at 
the school) was really unhappy and struggling in 
a variety of ways,” Bowlsby says. “We needed a 
fresh start.” They got that with Harbaugh, al- 
though some wondered whether he was the 
right man for the job, given his lack of experi- 
ence with I-A programs — other than asa player 
at Michigan. In his first year, Harbaugh settled 
the critics with a 4-8 campaign that included an 
epic upset over USC and the school’s first tri- 
umph over California (20-13) since 2001. 

Last year was better, although there was no 
vanquishing of the Trojans — only a three quar- 
ters scare. Stanford finished 5-7, 4—5 in the Pac- 
10, and lost three games by seven points or 
fewer. The foundation has been laid. “Its a 
process,” Harbaugh says. “The first step was get- 
ting competitive in games. We've done that. The 
next step is to win some games. We've done that. 
The third step is to be in games consistently, and 
the fourth step is to compete for a conference 
and national championship. We're in between 
steps two and three.” 

Stanford moved closer to that third rung dur- 
ing the recruiting campaign by landing some big 
prospects, like running back Tyler Gaftney, who 
chose the Cardinal over USC and Notre Dame. 
California’s Mr. Football, Gaffney ran for 2,866 
yards and scored 56 TDs last year. Stanford took 
quarterback Josh Nunes from Oklahoma, Ten- 
nessee and Florida, while tight end Levine 
Toilolo is rated as the third-best at his position 
by Athlon Sports. The 22-man class included 
players from 11 different states, proving Stan- 
ford’s national drawing power and that Har- 
baugh was capable of beating some bigger names 
on their own turfs. “We found that great players 
will come to Stanford,” Harbaugh says. 

Some, like Gerhart, are already there. It’s their 
job now to get better and show the new guys 
how it’s done. And, yes, that means dealing with 
Harbaugh and showing him how much they 
love football and want to excel. 

“We're a completely different team,” Gerhart 
says. “Our attitude is much better. We're more 
dedicated to football. We're stronger. We're one 
step away from being a bowl-caliber team.” 

The Cardinal baseball program's pretty good, 
too. Just kidding, coach. Then again, you are at 
Stanford. That's how they do things. And, deep 


down, you love it. 
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he coaching staff remains strong, but as many UCLA fans learned during last 
season's 4—8 snooze-fest, talent is often the determining factor come game day. 
So, with another strong recruiting class and the development of young play- 
ers from a year ago, this should be a markedly more competitive — not to 
mention better — UCLA squad than it was during coach Rick Neuheisel’s first season. 

“We've got a lot to prove, as a football team and as a coaching staff,” Neuheisel says. 
“We've got to perform better on the offensive side of the ball.” 

Offensive coordinator Norm Chow has more to work with, but uncertainties on the 
line and unproven players at quarterback and running back make this a difficult season 
to forecast. 

Still, after averaging a paltry 17.7 points per game, the offense is expected to be im- 
proved and to relieve much of the burden the defense felt in 2008. 

Defensive coordinator DeWayne Walker left to take the head coaching job at New 
Mexico State, so Neuheisel promoted linebackers coach Chuck Bullough in the name 
of continuity. 


QUARTERBACKS Redshirt freshman Kevin Prince will have gone nearly two years 
without playing in a game by the time the Bruins open the season. He injured his knee 
in the first game of his senior year of high school, sat out the rest of the season and 
served an apprenticeship last fall. The 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE BRUINS 


If UCLA is to return to the level of bowl eligi- 
bility, redshirt freshman quarterback Kevin 
Prince must take care of the football, and 
the yet-to-be-figured-out offensive line must 
block well enough for a running game to 
exist. The talent level in the program is ris- 
ing, and a favorable schedule should mean 
a marked improvement over last season’s 
doldrums. But it all comes back to the offen- 
sive line. If the Bruins can’t run the ball and 
control the clock and the tempo, it will put 
too much stress on Prince to make too 
many plays at a time in his career when he 
should not be expected to do so. Such a sit- 
uation could lead him to force throws into 
spots he should not, which was one of the 
key reasons last year’s starter, Kevin Craft, 
threw a school-record 20 interceptions. And 
if the offensive line is overmatched again, 
more playing time will be required for a de- 
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beating out true freshman Richard Bre- 

haut in the spring. “He’s smart, got a 

good, strong arm,” Chow says. “He's very accurate, and he has a lot of leadership fac- 

tors.” No matter who is under center, though, the results should be better than in 2008, 

when Kevin Craft threw a school-record 20 interceptions. He had seven touchdown 
| passes, but none in the final five games. Craft, now a senior, spent the spring as the 
| third-string quarterback and will battle Brehaut in August for backup duties. 


| RUNNING BACKS Unproven redshirt junior Christian Ramirez missed most of spring 

practice with a hamstring injury, but it didn’t stop the coaching staff from making him 

the No. 1 back, provided he can remain eligible. The 6'2", 220-pounder was slated to 
_} bea marquee member of last season's offense until grades rendered him ineligible. There 

is a logjam behind Ramirez, with sophomore Derrick Coleman as the leading backup 
| candidate. Coleman nearly shifted to fullback in the offseason, but his experience (284 
rushing yards in 2008), blocking ability and size (6'0", 231) are reasons Chow likes 
him so much. After that, the pecking order will be worked out in training camp. Red- 
shirt freshmen Johnathan Franklin and Milton Knox and sophomore Raymond Carter 
are all in the mix. 


RECEIVERS The Bruins have depth at receiver, led by senior Terrence Austin, who led 
the team with 53 catches last season. But the health of the tight ends is a concern. 
Prince likes throwing to his tight ends, but NFL-caliber Logan Paulsen and Ryan Moya 
spent much of spring practice on crutches. Both are expected to be ready by training 
camp, but the Bruins have their fingers crossed because of their history. Paulsen red- 
shirted last season when he broke a bone in his right foot. He injured it again in spring 
practice, and if there is trepidation, it is because former quarterback Ben Olson broke 
the bone twice last year. Moya led Pac-10 tight ends with 38 catches in 08, but he had 
surgery on his ankle and knee in March. The depth forced the staff to move first-team 
right tackle Nate Chandler to tight end during the spring. He is supposed to remain 
there. Freshman Morrell Presley (6'4", 213) enrolled in January and will pose matchup 
problems, but he needs to gain weight before he is considered a true tight end. Cory 
Harkey also adds depth at tight end. On the outside, sophomore Taylor Embree (40 
catches in 08) should be more prominent in the offense, and classmates Nelson Rosario 
and Antwon Moutra need to show they are ready to be big contributors. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN What UCLA used in the spring is not what the Bruins are 
anticipating using in the opener against San Diego State. This was an embarrassingly 
weak position last season as the Bruins averaged 2.6 yards per rush, and the needed up- 
grade in talent is best shown in the fact that true freshmen Xavier Su’a-Filo and Stan 
Hasiak are expected to compete for starting jobs. Colorado transfer Kai Maiava will be 
the starting center after sitting out last season. “He’s a tough kid,” Neuheisel says. “He 
brings that up front.” Sophomore Jeff Baca is expected to remain among the top five, 
but there are questions where he will play. It will depend on the development of the 
other linemen, especially the freshmen, but Baca could be at left guard (the position he’s 
most suited to play), left tackle or right tackle. Bur at least offensive line coach Bob Pal- 


ble more on stopping the run, leaving inex- 
perienced freshman cornerback Aaron 
Hester alone in coverage. Moral of the 
story: Find some blockers, and Rick 
Neuheisel’s second season will be a whole 
lot better than his first. 


KEY BRUINS 

Brian Price, DT He combines a quick 
burst with freakish strength and a great 
understanding of the game. 

Alterraun Verner, CB The third-year 
starter is athletic and smart and always in 
the right place to make a play. 

Rahim Moore, FS He brings a great feel 
for the game and maturity well beyond his 
sophomore stature. 


KEY LOSSES 

Kahlil Bell, RB He wasn’t healthy most of 
the season, but he was a hard runner and 
brought great intensity to every practice. 
Aaron Perez, P He averaged 45.2 yards, 
and more than a quarter of his punts were 
downed inside the 20. 

DeWayne Walker, DC The coordinator re- 
built UCLA’s defense from a laughingstock 
to the strength of the program. 
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cic should have a few more options this season with the return of Sean Sheller (who missed ’08 with 


an injury), Mike Harris and Nick Ekbatani. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN Junior Brian Price is one of the best defensive tackles in the nation, but he'll 
need help up front and there are concerns about who will provide it. Steady fifth-year senior end 
Korey Bosworth (7.5 sacks in ’08) will line up on the right side; UCLA will rely on talented but in- 
experienced sophomore Datone Jones at left end. He played sparingly in 10 games last season and 
has not proven he can rush the quarterback. Reggie Stokes is the primary backup for a position lack- 
ing depth. There is also concern next to, and behind, Price. Senior Jess Ward was the favorite to 
start next to Price, but a chronic knee problem will limit his practice availability and likely will im- 
pact how much he can play. The Bruins are waiting to see if junior college transfer Branden Warner 


gets into school and then must determine if he can start. It could mean athletic 6'2", 297-pound Jerzy 
Siewierski will get his first extensive playing time. He has 20 tackles in three seasons. 


DEPTH CHART 


LINEBACKERS This is the most expe- 


OFFENSE (8) rienced unit on the team, and it should 
WR 82 Taylor Embree (So.) 83. Nelson Rosario (So.) be the best because of the talent and 
WR 4 Terrence Austin (Sr:) 10 Gavin Ketchum (Sr.) depth. Senior Reggie Carter, the team’s 


LT Xavier Su’a-Filo (Fr.) 60 Jeff Baca (So.) leading tackler with 83, is the signal caller in 
LG _Eddie Williams (Jr) 73 Micah Kia (Sr.) the middle. He’s flanked by hard-nosed senior 
C 51 Kai Maiava (So.) 57 Jake Dean (Jr) Kyle Bosworth, who redshirted with a knee in- 
RG _ Stan Hasiak (Fr.) 75 Nick Ekbatani (Sr) jury last season, and ultra-talented third-year 
RT 60 deff Baca (So.) 72 Sean Sheller (Jr) sophomore Akeem Ayers (6'4", 255). Ayers 
TE 86 Logan Paulsen (Sr) &7 Gory Harkey (So,) can pursue, is a big hitter and knows how to 
ASL bes Se rare) rush the passer, He had 40 tackles despite start- 
FB 42 Chane Moline (Sr.) 31 Trevor Theriot (Sr) = 
TB 24 Christian Ramirez (Ur) 33 Derrick Coleman (So. ing only three games last season, and he can 
stop the run and drop into coverage. Keep an 
DEFENSE (6) eye on the additional size of this unit. Carter 
LE 56 Datone Jones (So.) 91 Reggie Stokes (Jr) gained 20 pounds and left spring ball at 240. 
DT 92 Brian Price (Jr) 52. Jess Ward (St), Ayers put on 20 pounds but was asked to drop 
DT 20 verzy Siewierskt (Sr) BS Davi Carter. (dr) a few, and Bosworth plans to play between 235 
RE 55 Korey Bosworth (Sr.) 97 Damien Holmes (Fr.) and 240. 
SLB 40 Akeem Ayers (So.) 41 Mike Schmitt (Jr) 


MLB 51 Reggie Carter (Sr) 
WLB 54 Kyle Bosworth (Sr) 


43 Steve Sloan (So.) 
21 Sean Westgate (So.) 


DEFENSIVE BACKS Keeping with a com- 


mon theme, UCLA has young talent mixed 


CB ‘9 Aaron Hester (Fr.) 7 Courtney Viney (So.) hith Sarl ined RPE TT eee hater 
CB 1 Alterraun Verner (Sr.) 7 Courtney Viney (So.) Ay SEPERIERGSA Seas z Se ONC anye 
SS 20 Glenn Love (So.) 6 Tony Dye (S0.) Sophomore Rahim Moore (12 starts as a true 
FS 3 Rahim Moore (So.) 27 haron Ware (Sr) freshman) and third-year starting cornerback 
SPE Alterraun Verner provide the experience. In 
; et ae ra te Rer terms of young talent, redshirt freshman cor- 
at Forda f. errence AUSLIN (of. orba kA Hester ; 1 redshi : I 
p49 deff Locke (Fr) PR & Terrence Austin (Se) nerback Aaron Hester and redshirt sophomore 


strong safety Glenn Love are penciled in to 
make their first career starts in the opener. Hes- 
ter has size (6'1", 212) and speed (4.45), but he 


never played zone in high school and had problems holding receivers in spring practice. Love's ca- 
reer has been beset by injuries, but when healthy he is an imposing force (6'4", 220) and a big hit- 
ter. The secondary has great depth with safeties E.J. Woods and Tony Dye and cornerback Courtney 
Viney. Incoming freshmen Sheldon Price and Marlon Pollard could compete for playing time. 


SPECIALISTS Placekicker Kai Forbath (44-of-52 on field goals in his career) is almost a given, but 
redshirt freshman Jeff Locke takes over at punter. Locke has a big leg, but his directional kicking 
needs a lot of work. The sure-handed Austin will return punts and kickoffs. He established school 
records for kick return yardage (1,109) and all-purpose yardage (1,878) last season. He has yet to 
score on a return but has taken a few back inside the 10-yard line. 


SCOUTING THE BRUINS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP UCLA “I know Rick (Neuheisel) wasn’t too happy with his quarterback sit- 
uation. He tried to run the ball and they didn’t run it great. I’ve got to think it’s going to be better 
than last year. Rick knows what he’s doing. He’s been in the league before. He did lose his defen- 
sive coordinator (DeWayne Walker) and that might make a difference. ... They’ve always got 
good players. It’s not hard to get good players to come there. It’s scary to have Rick there be- 
cause he does such a good job of recruiting. But it takes time to build. Still, he’s at a place where 
it won’t take him long to get it back. ... (Alterraun) Verner has got great ball skills in the second- 
ary. He’s physical. He’s got great feet. He’s got all the things you look for in a defensive back. 
It’s hard to find kids these days with great ball skills. You can find ones who can run and jump 
and look the part, but you put the ball up and they look like a fish out of water. ... They are still 
young and inexperienced. They need to get better at the skill positions in order to compete.” 
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OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


Slick Rick? Rick Neuheisel continues to 
think outside the box. First, he hired in- 
tern Vae Tata as a full-time assistant for a 
couple of weeks so Tata could recruit 
Hawaii, and the Bruins landed prized of- 
fensive lineman Stan Hasiak. Neuheisel 
also planned to hire former Kansas City 
Chiefs tight ends coach Jon Embree as a 
graduate assistant. Embree’s son, Taylor, 
is a sophomore receiver. Jon is being 
paid by the Chiefs this season, so Embree 
was scheduled to join the staff for free. 


Back and forth Nate Chandler should 
wear flip-flops, he’s switched positions 
so often. After two stints on the offensive 
line, he is on his second stint at tight end 
— all in less than two years. 


Flipping the cards Neuheisel and his 
staff served notice to rival USC that the 
fruitful recruiting ground of Los Angeles 
is again a two-way street. Tight end Mor- 
rell Presley and receiver Randall Carroll 
were both longtime Trojan commitments, 
but both switched to the Bruins late. 
UCLA also beat out USC for highly-touted 
offensive lineman Xavier Su’a-Filo, who 
could start as a true freshman. 


BRIAN PRICE 


RISING STAR 


Cornerback Aaron 
Hester nearly 
was pulled out of 
his redshirt last 
season to play 
cornerback, but a 
lack of experience 
playing zone de- 
fense caused the 
coaches to keep 
him inactive. Now 
he’s ready to showcase his great tal- 
ent. He loves to compete for the foot- 
ball on every pass. 


ATHLON® SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2009 


Peter Brouillet 


we 2009 UCLA ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS 
12 Brehaut, Richard 
3 Craft, Kevin 
18 Crissman, Nick 
8 Forcier, Chris 
14 Prince, Kevin 
11 Rasshan, Osaar 


RUNNING BACKS 
20 Carter, Raymond 
33 Coleman, Derrick 
30 Dean, Aundre 

12 Franklin, Johnathan 
85. Johnson, Jerry 
Knox, Milton 
Moline, Chane 
Ramirez, Christian 
21 Sheppard, Craig 
31 Theriot, Trevor 
45 Umodu, Tobi 


RECEIVERS 

4 Austin, Terrence 
82 Embree, Taylor 

19 Johnson, Dominique 
10 Ketchum, Gavin 

6 Moutra, Antwon 
44 Pearlstone, Alex 
83 Rosario, Nelson 


TIGHT ENDS 

68 Chandler, Nate 
87 Harkey, Cory 
98 Miller, Jeff 

15 Moya, Ryan 

86 Paulsen, Logan 
7 Presley, Morrell 
81 Rauscher, Glenn 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
60 Baca, Jeff 

69 Bennett, Brandon 
70. Bradford, Connor 
57 Dean, Jake 

78 Downey, Brett 

75 Ekbatani, Nick 

71 Fernandez, Gabriel 
63 Garibay, Nick 

65. Harris, Mike 

76 Hill, Austin 

73 Kia, Micah 

51 Maiava, Kai 

77 Savage, Darius 
72 Sheller, Sean 
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2009 SIGNEES 


Nik Abele 
Jayson Allmond 
Isaiah Bowens 
Richard Brehaut 
Greg Capella 
Randall Carroll 
Todd Golper 
Keenan Graham 
Stanley Hasiak 
Dalton Hilliard 
Jared Koster 
Taniela Maka 


HV/WT CL HOMETOWN 
6-2/225 Fr. Alta Loma, CA 
6-4/211 Sr. Valley Center, CA 
63/217 Fr. Surfside, CA 
63/198 So. San Diego, CA 
6-2/226 Fr. Los Angeles, CA 
6-4/227 Sr. Pomona, CA 
HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
6-0/210 So. Los Angeles, CA 
6-0/231 So. Fullerton, CA 
60/215 So. Katy, TX 
5-10/200 Fr. Los Angeles, CA 
64/214 Fr Venice, CA 
58/198 Fr. Pacoima, CA 
6-1/244 Sr. San Juan Capistrano, CA 
6-2/220 dr. El Centro, CA 
6-0/210 Sr. Escondido, CA 
6-0/241 Sr Newport Beach, CA 
5-11/237 Jr West Covina, CA 
HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
511/173 Sr. Long Beach, CA 
63/194 So. Overland Park, KS 
63/216 Jr Moreno Valley, CA 
65/210 Sr. Oak Park, CA 
6-2/193 So. Carson, CA 
5-11/185 Sr. San Anselmo, CA 
65/214 So. Oceanside, CA 
HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
65/290 So. San Diego, CA 
6-5/248 So. Chino Hills, CA 
65/254 Jr Westlake Village, CA 
6-3/247 Sr. ‘El Dorado Hills, CA 
65/268 Sr. West Hills, CA 
6-4/222 Fr. Carson, CA 
6-3/227 So. Encinitas, CA 
HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 
6-4/305 So. Mission Viejo, CA 
6-4/327 dr. Azusa, CA 
65/284 Fr. Palmdale, CA 
64/311 dt Palmdale, CA 
6-7/285 Fr. Altaville, CA 
65/308 Sr. Torrance, CA 
60/273 Fr. Honolulu, HI 
6-2/277 Fr. Wilmington, CA 
65/314 So. Duarte, CA 
63/285 ‘Fr. Los Alamitos, CA 
6-5/320 Sr. Mililani, HI 
6-1/322 So. Wailuku, HI 
6-4/335 dh San Diego, CA 
65/295 ur. Walnut, CA 
6-6 255 Irvine, CA 
6-1 257 Fontana, CA 
6-3 220 La Puente, CA 
6-2 206 Rancho Cucamonga, CA 
6-4 326 Visalia, CA 
5-11 185 Los Angeles, CA 
6-1 225 Arcadia, CA 
6-4 225 Las Vegas, NV 
6-6 320 Kapolei, HI 
5-11 195 Honolulu, HI 
6-1 220 Norco, CA 
6-1 220 Long Beach, CA 


66 Taylor, Ryan 
55 Tevaga, Sonny 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
47 Anyanwu, Chinonso 
55 Bosworth, Korey 
85 Carter, David 

44 Davis, Ian 

99 Edison, Justin 

97 Holmes, Damien 
56 Jones, Datone 
Keane, Andy 
Mann, Justin 
Price, Brian 
Siewierski, Jerzy 
Stokes, Reggie 
52 Ward, Jess 


LINEBACKERS 

40. Ayers, Akeem 
37 Barbosa, Lucas 
54 Bosworth, Kyle 
ll Carter, Donovan 
51 Carter, Reggie 
46 Guzman, Frank 
42 Larimore, Patrick 
47 Medina, Ryan 
41 Schmitt, Mike 
43 Sloan, Steve 
21 Westgate, Sean 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 
26 Abbott, Andrew 
24 Dickmann, Jeff 
6 Dye, Tony 

9 Hester, Aaron 
20 Love, Glenn 

3 Moore, Rahim 
29 O'Neal, Terry 
35 Rose, Lowell 
28 Rubio, Garrett 
1 Verner, Alterraun 
7 Viney, Courtney 
27 Ware, Aaron 

2 Woods, Ew. 


SPECIALISTS 
25 Forbath, Kai (K) 
49 Locke, Jeff (P/K) 


48 McDermott, Kevin (LS) 


39 Rees, Danny (P) 
62 Tobyansen, Pu, (LS) 
52 Yount, Christian (LS) 


Ricky Marvray 
Alex Mascarenas 
Stan McKay 
Marlon Pollard 
Morrell Presley 
Sheldon Price 
Brandon Sermons 
Xavier Su’a-Filo 
Ryan Taylor 

Tuta Tepa 
Damien Thigpen 
Eddie Williams 


63/305 dr. 
65/345 dr. 


HT/WT 
6-4/224 Sr. 
6-1/244 Sr 
65/280 Jr 
65/220 Fr. 
6-4/271 
6-3/258 Fr. 
6-4/253 . 
6-2/293 dr. 
63/270 Fr 
6-2/295 ut. 
6-2/297 
63/259 dr. 
6-4/288 Sr. 


HT/WT 
6-4/255 
6-0/233 
6-1/236 Sr. 
61/255 Fr. 
61/240 Sr. 
61/227 Jr. 
63/254 Fr. 
63/245 Fr. 
6-1/237 dr. 
6-4/235 
5-11/210 


HT/WT 
510/174 Fr. 
5-9/182 Fr. 
5-11/198 
61/212 Fr. 
6-4/220 
6-1/188 
6-0/204 
6-0/187 Fr. 
5-10/196 dr. 
5-11/184 Sr. 
5-8/159 
60/206 Sr. 
60/212 Fr. 


HI/WT 
60/198 dr. 
61/203 Fr. 
63/241 Fr 
63/195 dr 
511/234 dr. 
61/251 dr 


6-0 184 
6-0 175 
6-2 205 
6-0 170 
6-4 213 
6-2 165 
6-1 180 
6-5 285 
6-3 305 
63 238 
5-9 170 
6-1 331 


Denison, TX 
Compton, CA 


HOMETOWN 

Los Angeles, CA 
Plano, TX 
Fontana, CA 
Houston, TX 
Inglewood, CA 
Grand Terrace, CA 
Compton, CA 
Palm Springs, CA 
Woodinville, WA 
Gardena, CA 
Sparks, NV 
Montgomery, AL 
Running Springs, CA 


HOMETOWN 
Los Angeles, CA 
Chino, CA 

Plano, TX 

North Hills, CA 
Los Angeles, CA 
San Clemente, CA 
Santa Clarita, CA 
Oxnard, CA 
Peoria, AZ 
Campbell, CA 
Oak Park, CA 
HOMETOWN 
Long Beach, CA 
Woodland Hills, CA 
Corona, CA 
Compton, CA 
Chandler, AZ 

Los Angeles, CA 
Los Angeles, CA 
Los Angeles, CA 
Mission Viejo, CA 
Carson, CA 
Fresno, CA 

Santa Monica, CA 
Culver City, CA 


HOMETOWN 
Pacific Palisades, CA 
Glendale, AZ 
Nashville, TN 

Lake Bluff, IL 
Hidden Hills, CA 
Coto de Caza, CA 


Corona, CA 
Mission Viejo, CA 
Long Beach, CA 
San Bernardino, CA 
Carson, CA 

La Puente, CA 
Pomona, CA 
Provo, UT 

Tyler, TX 

Long Beach, CA 
Manassas, VA 
Walnut, CA 


A crazy Signing Day went in UCLA’s favor for the first time in years, and two of the biggest gets were offensive line- 
men Stan Hasiak and Xavier Su’a-Filo. How much does UCLA need a talent upgrade on the offensive line? Both are 
expected to challenge for starting spots the moment fall camp opens. The class began to show its talent when quar- 
terback Richard Brehaut and tight end Morrell Presley enrolled early and participated in spring ball. The Bruins also 
upgraded their athleticism in the secondary with Marlon Pollard, Stan McKay and Sheldon Price and at wide receiver 
when speedster Randall Carroll flipped from USC to UCLA on Signing Day. However, UCLA did not sign any defensive 
tackles, an area of extreme need that could cause some position changes along the defensive line after the 2009 


season. 
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2009 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 5 San Diego State 
Sept. 12 at Tennessee 

Sept. 19 Kansas State 

Oct. 3  atStanford 

Oct. 10 Oregon ; 
Oct. 17 California 

Oct. 24 atArizona 

Oct. 31 at Oregon State 
Nov. 7 Washington 

Nov. 14 at Washington State 
Nov. 21 Arizona State 

Nov. 28 at USC 


HEAD COACH: RICK NEUHEISEL 

RECORD AT SCHOOL: 4-8 (1 YEAR) 

CAREER RECORD: 70-38 (9 YEARS) 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: NORM CHOW 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: CHUCK BULLOUGH 
LOCATION: LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 

STADIUM: THE ROSE BOWL (91,136) 


ee 


2008 RESULTS 


RECORD: (4-8, 3-6) 


DATE OPPONENT RESULT SCORE 
Sept. 1 Tennessee W (ot) 27-24 
Sept.13 at BYU L 0-59 
Sept.20 Arizona L 10-31 
Sept.27 Fresno State L 31-36 
Oct. 4 Washington State W 28- 3 
Oct. 11 at Oregon L 24-31 
Oct. 18 Stanford W 23-20 
Oct. 25 at California L 20-41 
Nov. 8 Oregon State L 6-34 
Nov. 15 at Washington w 27- 7 
Nov. 28 at Arizona State L 9-34 
Dec. 6 USC L 7-28 


2008 
INDIVIDUAL STATS 


PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
Kevin Craft 417 232 2,341 7 20 
Chris Forcier 11 3 22 #1 1 
RUSHING Alt YDS AVG ID 
Kahlil Bell 1441 397 28 7 
Derrick Coleman 53 284 54 2 
RECEIVING REC YDS AVG 1D 
Terrence Austin 53 460 8&7 1 
Taylor Embree 40. '53)) )13;3580: 

_ Ryan Moya 38 364 96 3 

_ Dominique Johnson 34 373 11.0 1 


_ Kicking: Kai Forbath, 19-22 FGs, 21-22 XPs, 


78 points 

Tackles: Reggie Carter, 83; Alterraun Verner, 73 
Sacks: Korey Bosworth, 7.5 

Interceptions: Two players tied with 3 


Returning Players in Bold 
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NATIONAL 
FORECAST 


4 


PAC-10 
PREDICTION 


| 
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s streaks go, this one has sprinted past impressive and screeched to a stop just 
short of surreal. USC has produced seven consecutive dazzling seasons that in- 
clude at least 11 victories, a BCS bowl bid, a Pac-10 title and a top-4 AP poll 
finish. Clearly, coach Pete Carroll is college football’s Mr. Consistent. 

Impressive as it is, the streak could be in imminent danger. If there was ever a season 
in which Carroll and the Trojans could crash to the terrible depths of, say, nine or 10 
victories, this is the one. USC loses eight starters from the best defense in the country 
in 2008 and will begin 2009 with a new quarterback, new offensive and defensive co- 
ordinators and what appears to be the most challenging schedule of the Carroll era. 

Before you feel too sorry for them, though, be forewarned that the Trojans’ talent level 
still rivals anything you can find on a nearby Hollywood sound stage. Former blue- 
chippers will be replaced by new, hungry blue-chippers, and Carroll’s record suggests 
there is never a huge drop-off. 


BR 


The best evidence of how 
Pete Carroll’s teams grow 
stronger late in the season is 
his 27-0 record in November 
in his eight years at USC. 


“We always have high expectations at USC, and 2009 is no exception,” Carroll says. 
With the entire offensive line returning along with the usual boatload of gifted tail- 
backs and two breakout wide receivers, this team should score plenty of points. It’s 
probably unfair to expect the defense to even approach last year’s stingy group, but the 
secondary is loaded, the pass rush was surprisingly strong in the spring and the line- 
backers will be better and faster than most think. 

The first big clue will come Sept. 12 at Ohio 
State. IF the Trojans get by that one, watch out. 
The streak might still be alive and kicking. 2 7 
QUARTERBACKS Carroll was understand- 
ably upset when Rose Bowl MVP Mark Sanchez 
opted to leave a year early for the NFL. With Sanchez, this team undoubtedly would 
have been among the preseason favorites for No. 1. Without him, well, the spring fea- 
tured the most interesting quarterback duel since a pair of Matts, Leinart and Cassel, 
first went at it in 2003. This time it was supposed to feature sophomore Aaron Corp 
against junior Mitch Mustain. But by the end of spring it turned out to be Corp vs. 
Matt Barkley, the precocious true freshman who went to the same high school (Mater 
Dei) as Leinart and was the nation’s No. 1 prep quarterback. Corp, entering his third 
year in the program, makes fewer mistakes and is the most mobile player Carroll has had 
at the position. Barkley, however, is remarkably mature for his age and has a Sanchez- 
like arm and a much higher ceiling. In a battle that went deep into the spring, Carroll 
finally played it safe and picked Corp, but kept the door open for Barkley if the com- 
petition heats up again in the fall. Corp’s arm is good enough, but it is his legs that 
could give the offense an extra dimension. He'll roll out and scramble for more than a 
few first downs, something that could be unsettling for teams already struggling to stop 
the Trojans’ usual glut of talented runners and receivers. If Corp starts winning right 
away, Carroll will stick with him. If not, Barkley and all that glowing potential will be 
there, waiting in the cardinal-and-gold wings. 


RUNNING BACKS Nowhere does USC’s talent pool run deeper than at tailback. 
The Trojans have a six-pack of stylish runners, any one of whom could start at most 
Pac-10 schools. You begin with Stafon Johnson, who ran for 705 yards and nine TDs 
a year ago, and C.J. Gable, who rushed for 617 yards and eight TDs. You mix in Joe 
McKnight, who had the highest per-carry average at 7.4, and Allen Bradford, the 
team’s most consistent runner in practice, and you already have an imposing group. 
Then there is sophomore Marc Tyler, who flashed some serious ability in fleeting min- 
utes a year ago, and stumpy redshirt freshman Curtis McNeal, who was one of the stars 
of the spring. The question is, which one of these flashy tailbacks will start? Probably 
someone different each week. “We don’t have a starter,” Carroll says. “They're all 
starters.” It’s an interesting mix. Johnson is the best pure runner, Gable the most 
rounded player and McKnight, who has been injury-prone, is the top breakaway threat. 
Tyler and McNeal both ooze talent. Junior fullback Stanley Havili can, among other 
things, be a dangerous receiver. 


RECEIVERS Few teams in America have a better, more complementary pair of 
returning wideouts than juniors Damian Williams and Ronald Johnson. 
Williams, who transferred from Arkansas along with the more hyped Mustain, 
= became Sanchez’s go-to guy a year ago, catching 58 passes for 869 yards and nine 
TDs. Johnson, among the team’s fastest players, is the deep threat who stretches de- 
fenses with his 17.3-yard average per catch. There was plenty of competition to win 
the third receiver slot in the spring, with junior David Ausberry and redshirt freshman 
Brice Butler leading the way. Highly regarded freshman De’Von Flournoy, who arrives 
in the fall, could figure in the mix, too. Senior Anthony McCoy is a returning starter 
at tight end. 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE TROJANS 
You worry about any team this talented that 
has to play with a new quarterback. Of 
course, people were worrying about that a 
year ago, and look how Mark Sanchez 
turned out. Aaron Corp might not be as 
charismatic as Sanchez, but he has the kind 
of tools that should make it interesting for 
new playcaller Jeremy Bates. Corp’s mobil- 
ity is a weapon USC hasn’t had before, and 
when you blend it with an experienced of- 
fensive line and a bunch of gamebreakers 
at tailback and wide receiver, this team will 
score points. That’s good, because the de- 
fense can’t be counted on to throttle oppo- 
nents the way last year’s star-spangled 
bunch did. Don’t underestimate these guys, 
though. Whenever Pete Carroll has a sec- 
ondary he believes in, his defense is usu- 
ally exceptional. This one has a chance, but 
several young players will need to play up 
to their high school clippings. New coordi- 
nators John Morton (offense) and Rocky 
Seto (defense) have been in the program 
and know how Carroll likes things run, but 
all the turnover on the coaching staff and 
Carroll’s most imposing schedule yet will 
make this as challenging a season as the 
Trojans have had in a while. 


KEY TROJANS 

Taylor Mays, S In the mold of former USC 
safeties Ronnie Lott and Troy Polamalu; 
could start for most NFL teams right now. 
Jeff Byers, G The most experienced, intel- 
ligent player on the roster, he’ll provide im- 
portant leadership. 

Damian Williams, WR A fine, instinctive 
receiver who usually comes up big on third 
down. 


KEY LOSSES 

Mark Sanchez, QB He would have been a 
Heisman Trophy candidate but opted to 
leave early for the NFL. 

Rey Maualuga, MLB The Bednarik Award 
winner was an intimidating presence in the 
middle of a great defense. 

Brian Cushing, OLB He and Maualuga 
might have been the two finest linebackers 
to start on the same USC team. 
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starters are back along with two part-time starters and a promising redshirt freshman poised 
to muscle into the mix. Senior Jeff Byers, granted a sixth year of eligibility because of previ- 
ous injuries, is the leader of the group and one of the more accomplished guards in America. 
Kristofer O’Dowd was an All-Pac-10 center as a sophomore. Tackles Charles Brown, Butch Lewis 
and Nick Howell and guards Alex Parsons and Zack Heberer are all quality players. The new name 
in the mix is sophomore tackle Tyron Smith, who appeared to win the right tackle job in the spring. 


t OFFENSIVE LINEMEN Only one full-time starter returned a year ago. This season, all five 


L 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN With three of the four starters gone, the look here will definitely 
be different. Returning nosetackles Christian Tupou and Averell Spicer offer experience, but 
both apparently have been beaten out by promising sophomore Jurrell Casey. The defensive 
ends could be quicker and more mobile. They will be led by junior Everson Griffen, who 


DEPTH CHART 


had a huge spring, along with talented Ar- 
mond Armstead, who was moved from tackle, 


OFFENSE (8) 2 , | and freshman Devon Kennard, Departing Fili 

ee Cates ed o-Dasid Austeace (dh) Moala was a three-year starter at the 3-tech- 

WR 8 Ronald Johnson (Jr) 19 Brice Butler (Fr.) | . % ; ‘ 

IT 71 Charles Brown (Sr) 68 Butch Lewis (ut) | nique tackle spot, so a key will be finding a 
' 


suitable replacement. The leading candidates 


a we es ae (dn) a eee to start are Spicer and junior Derek Simmons. 
| 
a : care a ae feo oF LINEBACKERS All they have to replace are 
TE 86 Anthony McCoy (Sr.) 89 Blake Ayles (So.) three first-day draft picks and a Rose Bowl 
QB 15 Aaron Corp (So.) 7 Matt Barkley (Fr) MVP. Sounds impossible, but remember this 
FB 31 Stanley Havili (Ur) 10 D.J. Shoemate (So.) is talent-rich USC. Sophomore Chris Galippo, 
TB 4 Joe McKnight (Jr) 13 Stafon Johnson (Sr) | a former five-star recruit, is ready to take over 
DEFENSE (3) at middle linebacker, where he'll be less spec- 
DE 93 Everson Griffen (ur) 97 Malik Jackson (S0.)  tacular but more steady than Rey Maualuga. 
DT 99 Averell Spicer (Sr: 90 Derek Simmons (dr) The outside starters will be juniors Malcolm 
NT 91 Jurrell Casey (So.) 44 Christian Tupou (Jr) Smith, who may have been the defensive star 


of the spring, and quick Michael Morgan. 


DE 94 Armond Armstead (So.) Devon Kennard (Fr) 

OLB 6 Malcolm Smith (Jr) Jarvis Jones (Fr) _ They aren’tas big, but they could be even faster 
MLB 54 Chris Galippo (So.) 35 Uona Kaveinga (So.) _ than their predecessors. Uona Kaveinga, 
OLB 17 Michael Morgan (Jr) Frankie Telfort (Fr) | Luthur Brown and incoming freshmen Frankie 
CB 24 Shareece Wright (Jr) 1 TW. Bryant (So.) _ Telfort and Jarvis Jones will provide depth. 

CB 15 Kevin Thomas (Sr) 36 Josh Pinkard (Sr) 

SS 36 dosh Pinkard (Sr) 26 Will Harris (Sr) DEFENSIVE BACKS This might be the 
FS 2 Taylor Mays (Sr.) 19 Drew McAllister (So.) deepest, most experienced group Carroll 
SPECIAL TEAMS has had, led by Taylor Mays, the senior 
K Jacob Harfman (Jr) KR_ 8 Ronald Johnson (dr) who should become a three-time All- 
P Jacob Harfman (Jr) PR 13 Stafon Johnson (Sr.) American at free safety. At 6'3", 230 pounds, 


he is the fastest player on the team (4.3 in the 
40), and his helmet-rattling hits are reminis- 
cent of Ronnie Lott. Joining him at safety 


likely will be Josh Pinkard, a terrific athlete in his own right, and Will Harris, who stepped in and 
started much of last season. The starting corners should be senior Kevin Thomas and junior Sha- 
reece Wright, with a slew of gifted kids such as safety Drew McAllister and cornerbacks T.J. Bryant 
and Marshall Jones also available. 


SPECIALISTS New assistant Brian Schneider must find both a new punter and placekicker. Walk- 
on Billy O'Malley was punting and junior Joe Houston and senior Jordan Congdon were doing 
most of the placekicking in the spring. All could be supplanted by junior college All-American 
Jacob Harfman, who arrives in the fall with strong credentials as both a placekicker and punter. The 
return game should be a strength with Ronald Johnson (27.1-yard average on kickoffs) returning 
kicks and Stafon Johnson and McKnight on punts. 


SCOUTING THE TROJANS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP USC “The key there is the quarterback position. To catch them early 
would be key because they’ll have a guy there who is a bit inexperienced. They have a lot of good 
players. The quarterbacks are good, too. It’s just a matter if they ready to take that over at that 
level. ... I think every year the gap between USC and the rest of the Pac-10 is getting closer. ... 
Pete (Carroll) makes it fun for those kids. He does a good job of managing egos. ... I saw 
(Mitch) Mustain play as a freshman and he was OK. I don’t think the Trojans have ever been in 
this position before, where they didn’t have a good handle on who the quarterback should be. ... 
(Mark) Sanchez looked at all the other good quarterbacks staying in this year and coming out 
next year, and it looks like he made a good decision. I thought he was the difference on their 
team last season. ... Defensively, Taylor Mays is a freak of nature. He runs well enough for his 
size. It shocked me a little bit that he stayed on as a senior.” 
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OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


New coaches Jeremy Bates comes in 
from the Broncos to coach the quarter- 
backs and call the plays. Jethro Franklin 
returns from the NFL to take over the de- 
fensive line. Brian Schneider arrives from 
the Raiders to become the Trojans’ first 
special teams coach since 2001. Rocky 
Seto and John Morton were both pro- 
moted, Seto to defensive coordinator and 
Morton to offensive coordinator. 


Buckeyes again The Trojans beat Ohio 
State, 35-3, at the Coliseum in 2008’s 
marquee early season matchup. Now 
they must go to Columbus for the re- 
match on Sept. 12. Yes, of course, this 
one will be on national TV, too. 


Trophy glut In eight years, Pete Carroll 
has produced three Heisman Trophy win- 
ners, 33 first-team All-Americans and 
winners of the Walter Camp, Chuck Bed- 
narik, Johnny Unitas, Doak Walker and 
John Mackey awards. 


He’s No. 1 Carroll is the leader among 
active FBS coaches by winning percent- 
age. At 88-15, with an .854 percentage, 
he leads Florida’s Urban Meyer (.830) 
and Oklahoma’s Bob Stoops (.820). 


RISING STAR 


Meet offensive 
tackle Tyron 
Smith, a 6'6", 
long-armed soph- 
omore who broke 
through to beat 
out more experi- 
enced players at 
right tackle in the 
spring. When you 
watch him, you 
can see why. 
“He’s the best athlete we’ve ever had 
at the position, and it’s not even close,” 
Pete Carroll says. 
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e 2009 USC ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS 
15 Corp, Aaron 

14 Green, Garrett 
9 Manoogian, John 
6 McCaffery, Chris 
16 Mustain, Mitch 


RUNNING BACKS 
21 Bradford, Allen 
2 Gable, Cw. 

45 Goodman, Adam 
31 Havili, Stanley 

13 Johnson, Stafon 
4 McKnight, Joe 

22 McNeal, Curtis 

10 Shoemate, DJ. 

26 Tyler, Marc 


RECEIVERS 

9 Ausberry, David 
49 Boyer, Robbie 

19 Butler, Brice 
Calcagnie, Sean 
Cameron, Jordan 
Carswell, Brandon 
87 Cavignac, Preston 
8 Johnson, Ronald 
28 Ness, Drew 

17 Patterson, Travon 
42 Stephens, Scott 
82 Sylvester, Duron 
81 Vigoren, Spencer 
18 Williams, Damian 


TIGHT ENDS 

89 Ayles, Blake 

40 Ellison, Rhett 
86 McCoy, Anthony 
88 Reardon, Michael 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Brown, Charles 
Byers, Jeff 
Coleman, Martin 
Gatena, Steve 
Heberer, Zack 
Herring, Thomas 
Holmes, Khaled 
Howell, Nick 

Kalil, Matt 

Lewis, Butch 
Markowitz, Abe 
Nolan, Garrett 
O'Dowd, Kristofer 


46 
2B 
80 


HT/WT 
6-4/195 
6-2/210 
6-1/200 
63/210 
63/210 


HI/WT 
5-11/225 
6-0/200 
6-1/240 
6-0/225 
5-11/215 
6-0/200 
5-8/180 
6-0/220 
6-0/220 


HI/WT 
6-4/235 
6-0/175 
63/215 
6-0/190 
6-5/220 
6-1/185 
6-0/185 
6-1/185 
6-0/190 
5-L0/175 
6-1/180 
6-3/210 
6-4/220 
6-1/190 


HT/WT 
6-5/255 
6-5/250 
6-5/255 
6-5/275 


HY/WT 
6-6/295 
6-4/285 
6-5/315 
6-5/290 
6-5/300 
6-6/330 
6-4/305 
6-5/280 
6-6/290 
6-5/300 
6-2/280 
6-4/280 
65/300 


cL 


So. 


Sr. 


HOMETOWN 
Villa Park, CA 
Chatsworth, CA 
Los Angeles, CA 
Hillsborough, CA 
Springdale, AR 
HOMETOWN 


San Bernardino, CA 
Sylmar, CA 


Huntington Beach, CA 


Salt Lake City, UT 
Compton, CA 
River Ridge, LA 
Los Angeles, CA 
Mira Loma, CA 
Lancaster, CA 


HOMETOWN 
Lemoore, CA 
Newport Beach, CA 
Norcross, GA 
Coto de Caza, CA 
Newbury Park, CA 
Milpitas, CA 

San Diego, CA 
Muskegon, MI 
San Diego, CA 
Long Beach, CA 
Pasadena, CA 
Los Angeles, CA 
Dana Point, CA 
Springdale, AR 
HOMETOWN 
Orange, CA 
Portola Valley, CA 
Fresno, CA 
Anaheim, CA 
HOMETOWN 


Chino Hills, CA 
Fort Collins, CO 


. Huntington Beach, CA 
Westlake Village, CA 


San Pedro, CA 
Los Angeles, CA 
Santa Ana, CA 
Fresno, CA 
Corona, CA 
Denver, CO 
Hawaii Kai, HI 
Northridge, CA 
Tucson, AZ 


2009 SIGNEES 


Matt Barkley 
James Boyd 
Hebron Fangupo 
De'Von Flournoy 
Kevin Graf 
Kevin Greene 
Patrick Hall 
Jacob Harfman 
Torin Harris 


QB 6-3 220 Newport Beach, CA 
DE 6-5 230 Los Angeles, CA 
DT 6-2 330 Santa Ana, CA 
WR 6-0 180 Studio City, CA 
OL 66 315 Agoura Hills, CA 
DE/LB 6-3 235 Oakland, CA 
DB 6-1 185 Oxnard, CA 
K/P 5-11 200 Chino, CA 
DB 6-1 175 Las Vegas, NV 


56 Parsons, Alex 
70 Smith, Tyron 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
94 Armstead, Armond 
91 Casey, Jurrell 

93 Griffen, Everson 
98 Harris, Dadohn 
96 Horton, Wes 

97 Jackson, Malik 

8 Perry, Nick 

90 Simmons, Derek 
99 Spicer, Averell 

44 Tupou, Christian 


LINEBACKERS 

52 Brown, Luthur 
37 Campbell, Jordan 
46 Cumming, Ross 
59 Deckas, Dan 

54 Galippo, Chris 
57 Garratt, Nick 

35 Kaveinga, Uona 
17 Morgan, Michael 
6 Smith, Malcoim 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 
30 Baucham, Brian 
1 Bryant, Tu. 

45 Crittenden, Omari 
38 Erickson, Robert 
25 Harper, Daniel 
26. Harris, Will 

28 Hart, Justin 

23 Horton, Shane 
27 Jones, Marshall 
2 Mays, Taylor 

19 McAllister, Drew 
49 McMahon, Ryan 
36 Pinkard, Josh 
34 Spiegel, Spencer 
15 Thomas, Kevin 
24 Wright, Shareece 


SPECIALISTS 

38 Congdon, Jordan (K) 
30 Houston, Joe (K) 
25 O'Malley, Billy (P) 
62 Pousson, Chris (LS) 


6-4/300 Sr. 
6-6/270 


HI/WT 
65/290 
6-1/280 
63/265 
6-4/285 
65/245 
6-5/230 
63/240 
6-4/285 
6-2/295 
6-2/280 


HT/WT 
6-2/235 
5-11/230 
6-1/220 
5-10/210 
6-2/255 
6-1/235 
6-1/235 
6-4/220 
6-1/225 


HI/WT 
S-11/190 Fr. 


85 Stephenson, Cooper (LS) 63/215 ur. 


Jarvis Jones 
Devon Kennard 
John Martinez 
TJ. McDonald 
Byron Moore 
Marquis Simmons 
Jawanza Starling 
Frankie Telfort 
Simione Vehikite 


LB 
DE 
OL 
DB 
DB 
LB 
DB 
LB 
FB 


63 
6-3 
6-3 
6-2 
6-1 
6-1 
6-1 
6-0 
6-0 


225 
190 
205 
245 


Irvine, CA 
Moreno Valley, CA 


HOMETOWN 
Sacramento, CA 
Long Beach, CA 
Avondale, AZ 
Inglewood, CA 
Chatsworth, CA 
Northridge, CA 
Detroit, MI 
Suisun, CA 
Rancho Cucamonga, CA 
Sacramento, CA 


HOMETOWN 
Lakewood, CA 
Corona, CA 

Laguna Niguel, CA 
Edina, MN 

Corona, CA 

South Lake Tahoe, CA 
Hawthorne, CA 
Dallas, TX 
Northridge, CA 


HOMETOWN 
Torrance, CA 
Tallahassee, FL 
Modesto, CA 
Ojai, CA 


. Rancho Cucamonga, CA 


Covina, CA 

West Covina, CA 
Chatsworth, CA 
Agoura Hills, CA 
Seattle, WA 
Danville, CA 
Diamond Bar, CA 
Oxnard, CA 

Los Angeles, CA 
Oxnard, CA 
Colton, CA 
HOMETOWN 
San Diego, CA 
Redondo Beach, CA 
Novelty, OH 

San Diego, CA 
San Diego, CA 


Columbus, GA 
Phoenix, AZ 
Murray, UT 
Fresno, CA 
Carson, CA 
Compton, CA 
Tallahassee, FL 
Miami, FL 
Kapolei, HI 


It is a measure of the success Pete Carroll has had as the nation’s No. 1 or No. 2 (if you’re an Urban Meyer fan) re- 
cruiter that more attention was given to the prep star USC lost than any of the blue-chippers it landed this time. When 
Manti Te’o, the nation’s top-rated linebacker from Hawaii, stunned everyone by committing to Notre Dame instead of 
the Trojans at the last minute, it probably cost Carroll another No. 1-ranked recruiting crop. But it’s not like he came 
up empty. Led by such notable signees as Matt Barkley, the No. 1-rated quarterback in the nation, defensive end Devon 
Kennard, safety T.J. McDonald, linebackers Frankie Telfort and Jarvis Jones and receiver De’Von Flournoy, this looks 
like another gifted group of freshmen. Barkley, Kennard, Telfort and Jones are all good enough to be in the two-deep 
from Day 1, and a couple of others could join them before the year is over. 


Sept. 5 San Jose State 
Sept. 12 at Ohio State 
Sept. 19 at Washington 
Sept. 26 Washington State 
Oct. 3  atCalifornia 
Oct. 17 atNotre Dame 
Oct. 24 Oregon State 
Oct. 31 atOregon 
Nov. 7 atArizona State 
Nov. 14 Stanford _ 
Nov. 28 UCLA 
Dec. 5 Arizona 

| HEAD COACH: PETE CARROLL 
RECORD AT SCHOOL: 88-15 (8 YEARS) 


CAREER RECORD: 88-15 (8 YEARS) 

| OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: JOHN MORTON 

___ DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: ROCKY SETO 

| LOCATION: LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 

| STADIUM: LOS ANGELES MEMORIAL COLISEUM 
| (93,607) 


- 2008 RESULTS 


RECORD: (12-1, 8-1) 


DATE OPPONENT RESULT SCORE 
Aug. 30 at Virginia w 52-7 
Sept.13 Ohio State Ww 35- 3 
Sept.25 at Oregon State L 21-27 
Oct. 4 Oregon W 44-10 
' Oct. 11 Arizona State W 28- 0 
' Oct. 18 atWashington State W 69- 0 
' Oct. 25 at Arizona Ww 17-10 
Nov. 1 Washington WwW 56- 0 
Nov. 8 California Ww 17-3 
| Nov. 15 at Stanford Ww 45-23 
Nov. 29 Notre Dame Ww 38- 3 
Dec. 6 atUCLA W 28- 7 
dan. 1 #Penn State W 38-24 
#Rose Bowl 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


| PASSING ATT COMP INT 
| Mark Sanchez 366 241 3,207 34 10 
| Mitch Mustain 16 11 157 2 2 
| RUSHING AlT YDS AVG TD 
StafonJohnson 138 705 51 9 
Joe McKnight 89 659 74 2 
C.J. Gable 107 617 58 8 
| RECEIVING REC YDS AVG 1D 
Damian Williams 58 869 15.0 9 
| Patrick Turner 49 741 151 10 
| RonaldJohnson 33 570 17.3 8 


Kicking: David Buehler, 9-13 FGs, 65-66 XPs, 
92 points 

Tackles: Rey Maualuga, 79; Brian Cushing, 73 
Sacks: Kyle Moore, 5 

Interceptions: Three players tied with 3 


Returning Players in Bold 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 137 


his is definitely not your grandfather's USC. The old Tailback U 

has given way the Tailback Shuffle. Back in the John McKay 

and John Robinson glory days, the Trojans used to grind out 

Heisman ‘Trophy tailbacks faster than McDonald's grinds out 

greasy burgers. Every time you looked up, there was Marcus 

Allen or O.J. Simpson or Charles White carrying the ball 40 times for 

200 yards and vaulting into the end zone more often than all those 

blonde USC song girls were vaulting into the air. McKay and Robinson 
turned the position into the most glamorous in college football. 

Every high school blue-chip running back in America was thinking 

the same thing back then: I’ll go to USC, gain gobs of yards and score 

four touchdowns every week, watch that beautiful white horse of a mas- 
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Joe McKnight 
C.J. Gable 
Stafon Johnson 


It's a running hack-by-committee 


approach at USC - a committee of All-Americans 


by Steve Bisheff 


cot parade around the Coliseum and, come December, I'll make my 
way to New York to pick up my Heisman. 

Then the trophy-filled days of the late 60s and early ’70s faded into 
a sea of Pac-10 mediocrity. Trojan boosters suffered through some lean 
times until Pete Carroll arrived in 2001, bringing an immediate energy 
boost of an attitude and a brand new playbook along with him. 

Next thing you knew, USC was winning bowl games and national 
championships again — only the stars weren't tailbacks. They were quar- 
terbacks. Carson Palmer and Matt Leinart both took home Heismans, 
and things were going so well that a gifted, all-around athlete named 
Matt Cassel, who sometimes looked better than both of them in prac- 
tice, couldn't even make it onto the field during games. 
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McKnight and Johnson: Bruce Schwartzman 


Gable: Stephen Brashear 


So what about the tailbacks? Well, 
there were a couple of pretty good ones 
named Reggie Bush and LenDale 
White, either of whom could have 
gained 2,000 yards in a season as the fea- 
ture back. Even then, Carroll preferred 
to alternate both in what came to be 
known as the “Thunder and Lightning” 
combination, with power-running 
White providing the thunder and the 
electric Bush creating the lightning. 
White finished as the school’s career 
leader in touchdowns with 57, and 
Bush, maybe the most exciting of all the 
fabled tailbacks in Trojan history, won 
the Heisman as a junior in 2005. 

In the three years since Bush and 
White sprinted off to the NFL, however, 
the tailback position at USC has under- 
gone an identity shift. It’s not that the 
talent level has dropped, mind you. If 
anything, there’s a talent glut. Carroll, 
the master recruiter, signs so many blue- 
chip tailbacks these days, he doesn’t 
know what to do with all of them. Other 
than, well, use all of them. 

After every play, dazzlingly gifted run- 
ners shuffle on and off the field in a car- 
dinal-and-gold blur. You sit at USC 
games these days and say, “Ooooh, great 
run.” Then you pause for a few seconds 
before you add, “OK, which one was it 
this time?” 

In 2007, there were no fewer than 10 
tailbacks listed on the roster, most of 
whom were considered among the finest 
high school runners in the country be- 
fore they arrived. In 2008, the list was 
shaved to only seven tailbacks (includ- 
ing a redshirt freshman), and this season, 
Carroll has managed to whittle it all the 
way down to six. Imagine how other 
teams in the Pac-10 feel. A year ago, new 
UCLA coach Rick Neuheisel couldn't 
find one quality tailback to send out 
there, and across town Carroll had guys 
listed sixth or seventh on his depth chart 
who could have started in Westwood. 

It isn’t that USC's running game has 
suffered through all this. It’s just that it 
has been ... different. Instead of the old 
1,800-yard feature back, there is senior 
Stafon Johnson, who gained 705 yards a 
year ago, along with junior Joe 
McKnight, who ran for 659 yards, and 
junior C.J. Gable, who slithered his way 
for 617. In all, the Trojans’ top five ball- 
carriers rushed for 2,347 yards and 23 
touchdowns and averaged just shy of six 
yards per carry. 

The problem is, the running game was 
rarely the consistent force USC fans and 
alumni remember from the old days. 


Under Carroll, it is more like a comple- 
mentary piece to the passing game, rather 
than the other way around. Since Bush 
and White left, the running game has ap- 
peared smooth and fluid only on occa- 
sion — a result, critics say, of the 
constant shuffling of tailbacks. The of- 
fensive line must adjust its timing and 
blocking angles differently for each back, 
and when a new one comes in on every 
play, that can be difficult to pull off. 

As for the tailbacks themselves, they'll 
tell you they like the ball more. Each 
one came to USC harboring Heisman 
dreams, and each now gets frustrated at 
times. In the past three years, two highly 
touted out-of-state prospects, Em- 
manuel Moody and Broderick Green, 
became so discouraged, they transferred. 

“Yeah, you've got to get used to it,” 
says Gable, the most well-rounded of the 
tailback candidates. “It’s hard, though. 
We get mad. If you don't get mad, you're 
not human. But it’s all about how you 
deal with it. We know we could have 
gone to any school and been the main 
guy. But we came here to be part of a 
winning team. It makes it worth it when 
you win Pac-10 titles and go to the Rose 
Bowl all the time. We all contribute. 
Everybody puts in his part. Irs hard, but 


make a mistake at tailback, and you're 
out of there. Gable fumbled early against 
UCLA last season and never got another 
chance the rest of the game. It can work 
the other way, too, though. Johnson had 
a spectacular all-around game at Ari- 
zona, busting a big punt return, making 
a key block on a touchdown pass and 
taking the brunt of the carries on the 
only long TD march of the night. The 
next week, against Washington, Gable 
started ahead of him. 

“We don’t really have a starter at the 
position,” says Carroll. “We don’t think 
of it that way. They're all starters.” At 
least that’s how it worked the past few 
seasons with pass-happy Steve Sarkisian, 
a former quarterback, as Carroll’s offen- 
sive coordinator. Now Sarkisian has left 
to become the coach at Washington, and 
the new quarterbacks coach (and play- 
caller) is 32-year-old Jeremy Bates, who 
spent last season as the offensive coordi- 
nator in Denver with Jay Cutler. Besides 
simplifying some of the play calls this 
spring, Bates says that he wouldn't mind 
“pounding the ball” more than the Tro- 
jans have the past few seasons. 

In the meantime, the two tailbacks 
who carried the ball the most in spring 
practice were sophomore Marc Tyler, 


‘ ” 
USC RBs Joe McKnight, C.J. Gable and Stafon Johnson 


that is how Coach Carroll teaches us.” 

Johnson, maybe the best pure runner 
of the bunch, says it’s all about adjusting 
mentally. 

“Of course, everybody wants to be out 
there to get into the flow,” he says. “But 
this team has so many great football 
players. People who don’t know always 
say, ‘You should be angry. You should be 
playing more.’ But I’m okay with it. I've 
got no problem with it. Do I hope we 
run more this year? Put it this way: I 
wouldn't mind.” 

There is little margin for error. You 


who showed brief flashes of brilliance a 
year ago, and stubby redshirt freshman 
Curtis McNeal. Neither figures to be in 
the main rotation come fall. That list in- 
cludes Johnson, Gable and the injury- 
prone McKnight, an exciting breakaway 
threat who seems to be a personal Car- 
roll favorite, along with junior Allen 
Bradford, who has been the best practice 
runner of the bunch. 

Don’t worry — you'll probably see all 
of them at some point. Just circle the 
date Sept. 5. That's when the shuffling 
of USC tailbacks officially resumes. 
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NATIONAL 
FORECAST 


| 
| ntl it wins again, Washington remains the worst BCS conference team in 
America. Yet a lot has happened since the Huskies closed out an 0-12 season, 
| giving them a school-record 14 consecutive losses, making them the only win- 
| 


less FBS club in the country and leaving Seattle in total despair. 

Tyrone Willingham is gone after four unproductive seasons, replaced as Huskies’ 
coach by former USC offensive coordinator Steve Sarkisian. The team’s top offensive 
and defensive players — junior quarterback Jake Locker and senior linebacker E.J. Sa- 
vannah, respectively — are back after either missing most of last season or all of it. 

Sarkisian not only arrived in the Pacific Northwest with a Trojans pedigree, but he 
also brought Pete Carroll’s defensive coordinator, Nick Holt, and some of that team’s 
strength coaches with him. It wasn't hard to pry Holt from his old job. The Huskies 
made a huge investment, paying Holt $2.1 million over three seasons, or $300,000 
more than Washington State head coach Paul Wulff will earn. 

Sarkisian made early demands, requiring everyone to get in far better shape. He made 
position changes. He turned practice into a fast-paced exercise, and he invited fans and 
the media inside to watch, something Willingham would never consider. 

Still, what this all adds up to is that Washington is asking a third coach in seven sea- 


PAC-10 
PREDICTION 


The UW defense set another 
school record by allowing 452 
yards per game, exceeding the 
record 447 set in 2007. 


sons to fix a considerable mess, start the rebuilding process over once more and offer 
no immediate promises. Opening with LSU, the Huskies are practically assured of 
fore receiving a fighting chance 
to right things against Idaho. 

“How much talent we have, 
I’m not really sure,” Sarkisian 

No question the new coach has a lot of work to do. The Huskies’ offense, operating 
mostly without Locker, averaged only 13.3 points per game, third-worst in the nation. 
The defense was no more effective, giving up 38.6 an outing, fourth-worst nationally. 
This team got blown out in nine of the 12 games it lost. 


adding one more setback to their 
says. “How much depth we have, 
Winning again would go a long way toward restoring a beaten-down Washington 


nation-worst losing ledger be- 

I'm not really sure. But we're starting to shape a football team.” 

program that has dropped 10 league, eight home and seven road outings consecutively. 
QUARTERBACKS The Huskies didn’t have the versatile Locker for eight and a half 
games after he broke the thumb on his passing hand while, of all things, throwing a 
block. Inexperienced Ronnie Fouch took over and couldn't make anything positive hap- 
pen asa redshirt freshman. Both players should benefit under the tutelage of Sarkisian, 
a former BYU quarterback who helped turn USC’s Carson Palmer, Matt Leinart, John 
David Booty and Mark Sanchez into NFL quarterbacks. Locker, a scrambler who threw 
for 14 touchdowns and ran for 13 as a redshirt freshman, will be asked to stand in the 

pocket longer and improve his passing accuracy to more than 60 percent. “He's a fan- 


: a tastic athlete,” Sarkisian says. “But he’s going to learn the position of quarterback, and 


there’s going to have to be some give and take.” 
_— 
— 


| RUNNING BACKS Similar to the Trojans, Sarkisian will have a legion of running 
~ ,.| backs to choose from. However, the Washington ball-carriers are merely functional, 
_| not All-Americans. Sophomore Terrance Dailey topped the team in rushing with 338 


welts 

= | he was lost to season-ending shoulder surgery in his second game. Sophomores Willie 
“= | Griffin and David Freeman were given chances to run the ball. Highly regarded fresh- 
man Demitrius Bronson, ineligible last season and forced to delay his enrollment, finally 
joined the mix in the spring and was impressive. Add to that sophomore Curtis Shaw, 
a speedster who missed last season for personal reasons. The trick is finding one guy to 
stand out. Senior Paul Homer returns at fullback. Washington has to get better running 
the ball, after averaging a paltry 99.3 yards per game. 


RECEIVERS There's not much mystery here, as quality guys man most positions. Jun- 
ior wideout D’Andre Goodwin, with 60 catches for 692 yards, was the only player on 
a bad team who had a respectable statistical season. He finished among the league lead- 
ers. Sophomore Jermaine Kearse, a legitimate deep threat who debuted with 20 catches 
for 301 yards, enjoyed a productive spring and was often Locker’s No. 1 option. At 
tight end is sophomore Kavario Middleton, the team’s top incoming recruit last season, 
and sophomore Chris Izbicki, the team’s most heralded recruit two years ago. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN Sarkisian has puta high premium on this area, tinkering with 
the personnel more than at any other position. He moved junior Ryan Tolar, a two-year 
starting guard, to center. He switched senior Ben Ossai, who made 32 starts at tackle, 


yards. Chris Polk became the first true freshman to start an opener at tailback before ie 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE HUSKIES 


There’s a new coach and new attitude in 
town. Unfortunately, Steve Sarkisian 
couldn’t bring any USC players with him to 
Washington. While the Trojans’ collection of 
talent would make anyone else’s pale in 
comparison, Sarkisian actually inherited 
some decent players, namely Ty Willing- 
ham’s final recruiting class, which consists 
mostly of skills players. While picking 
through the wreckage of an 0-12 season, 
Sarkisian made it fairly obvious in spring 
football what his first order of business 
would be — shoring up the offensive line. 
He inherited three returning starters, but 
one wouldn’t know it by the way the first- 
year coach moved them around like chess 
pieces. He shifted two veteran blockers, 
Ben Ossai and Ryan Tolar, to new positions 
and brought a highly regarded defensive 
lineman, Senio Kelemete, over to the of- 
fense. Sarkisian talked of making these 
guys tougher and more mobile. He had this 
normally beefy group shed 200 pounds col- 
lectively before spring drills started. His 
reasoning: If the Huskies can’t handle 
themselves in the trenches, not much will 
change from one season to the next, with 
the talents of quarterback Jake Locker and 
a young tailback corps going for naught. 
Washington rushed for only 99.3 yards per 
game last season, ranking it 106 out of 119 
teams. 


DANI 


KEY HUSKIES 

dake Locker, QB Combined for 27 touch- 
downs (rushing and passing) while healthy 
as a redshirt freshman in 2007. 

E.J. Savannah, LB Two years ago, he led 
the Huskies in tackles with 111, finishing 
sixth in the conference, and last year he 
quit the team. 

Jermaine Kearse, WR Was underutilized 
after Locker was lost for the season. 


KEY LOSSES 

Ryan Perkins, PK He hit 7-of-11 field 
goals, all but one of 18 extra points, all 
with a bad knee. 

Juan Garcia, C The sixth-year senior an- 
chored the line and played his final season 
with an injured foot. 

Mesphin Forrester, CB Came up with two 
of the team’s seven interceptions. 
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Stephen Brashear 
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to guard. He moved Senio Kelemete, a defensive tackle starter in his first season, to guard. “We 
needed to get a little more athletic on the offensive line,” the coach says. Cody Habben, an hon- 
ors candidate, and redshirt freshman Drew Schaefer, a newcomer, are the tackles, and redshirt fresh- 
man Mykenna Ikehara is being groomed to be the center. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN The Huskies will build around dependable senior Daniel Te’o-Nesheim, 
who will shift between end and tackle. Te’o-Nesheim was the only lineman able to get into oppos- 
ing backfields with any frequency (a team-best eight sacks). Otherwise, the Huskies suffered with in- 
experienced players who couldn’ stop anyone and were often overpowered. It is hoped that promising 
youngsters Everrette Thompson and Alameda Ta’amu have gained strength and confidence, and 
that senior Darrion Jones and juniors Cameron Elisara and De’Shon Matthews have improved. 


OFFENSE (6) 


LT 71 Cody Habben (ur) 
LG 79 Ben Ossai (Sr.) 

C 65 Ryan Tolar (Jr.) 

RG 93 Senio Kelemete (So.) 
RT 73 Drew Schaefer (Fr) 


TE 80 Kavario Middleton (So.) 


QB 10 Jake Locker (Ur) 
FB 30 Paul Homer (Sr) 
RB 1 Chris Polk (Fr.) 


DEFENSE (7) 


DE 66 Daniel Te’o-Nesheim (Sr.) 
DT 92 Everrette Thompson (Fr) 
DT 74 Alameda Ta’amu (So.) 


DE 59 Darrion Jones (Sr.) 
OLB 22 E.J. Savannah (Sr) 
ILB 9 Donald Butler (Sr.) 
OLB 40 Mason Foster (Jr) 


CB 28 Quinton Richardson (So.) 


CB 19 Matt Mosley (ur) 
SS 36 Johri Fogerson (So,) 
FS 8 Nate Williams (Jr.) 


DEPTH CHART 


WR 15 Jermaine Kearse (So.) 
WR 11 D’Andre Goodwin (Jr) 


3 Alvin Logan (So.) 

7 Cody Bruns (So.) 4 
67 Skyler Fancher (So.) 
70. Morgan Rosborough (Sr) 
51 Mykenna Ikehara (Fr) 
64 Matt Sedillo (Ur) 

67 Skyler Fancher (So.) 

4 Chris Izbicki (So.) 

8 Ronnie Fouch (So.) 

47 Austin Sylvester (ur) 
22 Demitrius Bronson (Fr.) 


96 De’Shon Matthews (Jr) 
91 Tyrone Duncan (So.) 
99 Cameron Elisara (Jr.) 
50 Kalani Aldrich (So.) 
5 Matt Houston (Ur) 
57 Trenton Tuiasosopo (Sr) 
31 Cort Dennison (So.) 
38 Marquis Persley (So.) 
6 Vonzell McDowell (Jr.) 
39 Greg Walker (Fr.) 
34 Tripper Johnson (Sr) 


LINEBACKERS Savannah sat out last season 
after getting on Willingham’s bad side and hav- 
ing the situation deteriorate to the point he 
walked away. He broke his forearm while arm 
wrestling in the offseason. He was suspended 
for unspecified reasons. He quit the team a few 
games into the season. One of Sarkisian’s first 
moves was to give the senior outside linebacker 
a clean slate and welcome him back. “We ex- 
pect great things out of him,” the coach says. 
Savannah will line up alongside senior Donald 
Butler and junior Mason Foster, both return- 
ing starters. If these veteran guys can get any 
help up front or in the secondary, they could 
prove to be a fairly effective group. Yet they 
can't do it alone. “People just need to start 
making plays,” Savannah says. “We were fool- 
ing ourselves before.” 


DEFENSIVE BACKS The secondary has been 
a team weakness for several seasons, and the 
Huskies will rely mostly on guys who have 
been victimized time and time again in pass 
coverage. They include sophomore Quinton 


Richardson and junior Matt Mosley at corner- 
backs, and junior Nate Williams and sopho- 
more Johri Fogerson at safeties. They have two 
career interceptions among them. This group 
could be in a state of flux throughout the sea- 
son. If that’s the case, Sarkisian might be forced 
to turn to any combination of junior Vonzell McDowell and sophomore Marquis Persley at cor- 
nerback, and senior Tripper Johnson and junior Victor Aiyewa at safety. Johnson, by default, started 
several games last season after he gave up an eight-year pro baseball career in the Baltimore organ- 
ization, These guys need to create turnovers in the worst way. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 17 Erik Folk (So.) 
P William Mahan (ur) 


KR 82 Jordan Polk (So.) 
PR 9 Devin Aguilar (So.) 


SPECIALISTS The Huskies will undergo a complete makeover in the kicking game, turning to 
players with no game experience, always a risky deal. Untested sophomore Erik Folk, younger 
brother of the Dallas Cowboys’ Nick Folk, is the only scholarship placekicker available. Incoming 
junior college transfer William Mahan likely gets the call at punter. For returners, there are more 
seasoned players. Sophomores Jordan Polk and Devin Aguilar were the leading kickoff and punt 
returners from last season, respectively. 


SCOUTING THE HUSKIES 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP WASHINGTON “I think it’s going to be a process. I don’t know how long it 
will take. It’s going to take a year or two to recruit probably to be competitive in the conference. 
... (Quarterback) Jake Locker makes a difference, there’s no question — his leadership, his 
skill. ... I thought their team speed on defense was very suspect. Their talent level on defense 
was not very good. It was shocking to see, to tell you the truth. It was shocking to see how slow 
they were, and not real physical, either. They need to get some people in there. ... A change of 
scenery is going to make it better for them. I don’t know if it’s going to happen overnight. (Steve) 
Sarkisian knows what he’s doing. He’s worked for Pete Carroll. He’s going to have a good handle 
on doing things. They’ll probably do a lot of what USC does, while tweaking it a little bit. It’s 
going to be a battle for this new staff, with the trust factor wanting to get their own players in 
there. Inserting your own culture can be tough.” 


OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


Streaking Washington’s losing streak of 
14 games is the nation’s longest. SMU 
and Iowa State have lost 10 straight. 


Old school Washington’s game with 
Idaho will feel familiar to new Huskies 
defensive coordinator Nick Holt. He was 
the Vandals’ head coach from 2004-05, 
and an assistant from 1990-97. 


Remember me? Chris Polk originally 
committed to USC as a wide receiver, be- 
fore changing his mind and signing with 
Washington to be a running back. The Tro- 
jans’ assistant coach involved with Polk’s 
recruitment? That would be Steve Sark- 
isian, now Polk’s head coach in Seattle. 


Loyalty Washington’s attendance re- 
mained surprisingly steady. The Huskies 
ranked 29th nationally, and fourth in the 
Pac-10, drawing 63,640 fans per game. 


Veteran Linebacker Trenton Tuiasosopo 
was granted a sixth year of eligibility, 
which means he will suit up for his third 
coach. He played in two games for Keith 
Gilbertson in 2004 before drawing a med- 
ical redshirt, missed the 2005 season 
after suffering a head injury and then 
played three seasons for Ty Willingham. 


‘MASON FOSTER 


- ~~ sina STAR 


He showed up on 
page 121 of last 
year’s Washing- 
ton football media 
guide, but fresh- 
man tailback 
Demitrius Bron- 
son never made it 
into school. He 
took the time off 
to get his grades 

in order and bulk a 

up 20 pounds. He looked good in the 
spring, breaking all kinds of elusive 
runs. 


Stephen Brashear 
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€ 2009 WASHINGTON ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN ‘99 Elisara, Cameron 63/289 dr. Spokane, WA 
7 Bean, Taylor 61/199 So. Vancouver, WA 53 Galbraith, Pete 61/250 So. Deming, WA 
8 Fouch, Ronnie 61/203 So. Rediands,CA 59 Jones, Darrion 6-2/245 Sr. Lynwood, CA 

12 Leonard, Luther 62/193 Fr Seattle, WA 63 Kanczugowski,Daniel  6-3/319 Fr. Edmonds, WA 
10 Locker, Jake 63/222 Ur Ferndale, WA 96 Matthews, De'Shon 6-4/260 dr. Sacramento, CA 
RUNNING BACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 79 Noble, Craig 63/300 Fr Los Angeles, CA 

ae 89 Remington, Conrad 61/225 So. Omaha, NE 

22 Bronson, Demitrius 5-10/215 Fr Kent, WA 

; 74 Ta'amu, Alameda 6-2/348 So. Kent, WA 

20 Freeman, David 57/190 So. Inglewood, CA - : : 

#: 66 Te'o-Nesheim, Daniel 6-4/263 Sr. Waikoloa, HI 

21 Griffin, Willie 5-8/198 So. Oakland, CA 
92 Thompson, Everrette 66/255 Fr. Renton, WA 
30 Homer, Paul 61/239 Sr. Omaha, NE 52 Wood. Nick 63/299 So Pi CA 

6 Johnson, Brandon 5-9/207 ur. Hawthorne, CA Ml 5 way, 

1 Polk, Chris 5-11/200 Fr. Redlands,CA LINEBACKERS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 
14 Shaw, Curtis 5-10/186 So. Stockton, CA 48 Amosa, Jonathan 5-11/206 Fr Seattle, WA 
47 Sylvester, Austin 61/245 dr Reno,NV -—-_-9 _Butler, Donald 6-1/242 Sr. Sacramento, CA 
4) Toi, Tobias 5-11/221 So. Seattle, WA 31 Dennison, Cort 61/230 So. Salt Lake City, UT 
35 Yakaboski, Brandon 5-11/205 So. Duvall, WA 40. Foster, Mason 61/229 dt. Seaside, CA 
RECEIVERS H/WT CL HOMETOWN 24 Gage, Joshua 6-2/226 Sr. Huntington Beach, CA 

z 7 5 Houston, Matt 60/232 Jr Goleta, CA 

9 Aguilar, Devin 60/195 So. Denver, CO 

54 Huppert, Brandon 61/227 Jr. Edmonds, WA 
5 Boyles, Anthony 63/190 Fr Compton, CA 
32 Mangum, Kurt 60/234 Fr. Chandler, AZ 
7 Bruns, Cody 5-11/168 So. Prosser, WA 43 Poe. Td. 61/27 S Enumclaw, WA 
28 Chidiac, Tony 510/181 Je Sammamish, WA a : acy 
35 Roussel, Bradly 5-11/207_ Fr. Baton Rouge, LA 
23. Gillum, Taylor 5-9/213 Fr Redmond, WA 
: 22 Savannah, Ev. 61/219 Sr Bellevue, WA 
11 Goodwin, D'Andre 5-1/175 Jr Pacoima, CA 57 ui Trent 62/283 Sr Everett. WA 
15 Kearse, Jermaine 6-1/180 So. Lakewood, WA 97 Wig Bene 61/21 I i WA 
17 Kmett, Tommy 63/189 Fr. Pasadena, CA 199s, fF ane, 

3 Logan, Alvin 6-2/218 So. Aurora,CO DEFENSIVE BACKS HW CL HOMETOWN 
82 Polk, Jordan 5-8/161 So. Portland,OR 41 Aiyewa, Victor 61/209 dr Fresno, TX 
16 Taylor, Vince 62/198 Fr. Issaquah, WA 13 Ferleman, Andrew 61/198 de Bellevue, WA 
TIGHT ENDS HVWT CL HOMETOWN 36 Fogerson, dohri 6-2/190 So. Kent, WA 

20. Glenn, Justin 5-11/185 Fr. Mukilteo, WA 
88 Auerbach, Evan 61/206 So. Bothell, WA : 
Sad 7 Gobern, Anthony 60/176 Fr. Fair Oaks, CA 
81 Casto, Christian 65/215 So. Spokane, WA 5 
z 34 Johnson, Tripper 61/210 Sr. Bellevue, WA 
85 Domanski, Marek 6-6/237 Fr. Seattle, WA 
tS 2 : 42. Lappano, Taylor §-9/195 Fr. Sammamish, WA 
4 Tebicki, Chris 6-3/249 So. Kirkland, WA 
5 . 27 Long, Adam 5-10/168 Fr. Los Angeles, CA 
80 Middleton, Kavario 65/255 So. lakewood, WA 
87. Savant, Romeo 65/250 So Cathlamet, WA 6 McDowell Jr, Vonzell 59/178 Ur Kent, WA 
J 19 Mosley, Matt 5-10/180 dr Chandler, AZ 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT CL HOMETOWN — 38  Persiey, Marquis 6-0/184 So. Redlands, CA 
68 Armelin, Mark 65/304 So.  CanogaPark,CA 28 Richardson, Quinton  6-0/200 So. Renton, WA 
61 Christine, Gregory 6-2/286 dr. Camarillo,CA 39 Walker, Greg 511/198 Fr Bellflower, CA 
67 Fancher, Skyler 65/294 So. Costa Mesa, CA 26 Wells, Jason 6-2/206 Sr. La Verne, CA 
71 Habben, Cody 66/316 Jr  Sammamish,WA 8 Williams, Nate 6-0/207 dr. Renton, WA 
51 Ikehara, Mykenna 63/291 Fr. Mililani, HI 44 Woods, Warren 511/192 Fr Walnut, CA 
93 Kelemete, Senio 6-4/260 So. Seattle, WA SPECIALISTS HTWT CL HOMETOWN 
79 Ossai, Ben 66/332 Sr. Bakersfield, CA 
58 Becker, Peter (LS) 65/228 Fr. Issaquah, WA 
70 Rosborough, Morgan 66/382 Sr. Long Beach, CA 17 Folk, Erik (K) 511/199 So. Woodland Hills, CA 
73 Schaefer, Drew 65/275 Fr. Sammamish, WA : _ 
4 : 18 Gunn, Justin (P) 6-4/210 Fr. Renton, WA 
69 Scott, Nick 6-4/337 Sr. St. Louis, MO 3 Guttorp, Eri 
; = p, Eric (K) 5-7/167 So. Seattle, WA 
64 Sedillo, Matt 63/320 Jr. Escondido, CA 
* 56 Hayes, Ben (LS) 63/213 So. Renton, WA 
77 Shugert, Scott 6-5/324 So. Oregon City,OR 3) Howe Kevi : 
ie, Kevin (K) 6-1/185 Fr. San Juan Capistrano, CA 

75 Thomas, Terence 68/305 Fr Caldwell, ID 
65 Tol 65/321 J Pasco, WA 60. Lopez, Brendan (LS) 6-0/232 So. Bellevue, WA 

lar, Ryan E o, 46 Luton, Andrew (P) 62/192 Jr. Lake Forest Park, WA 

DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 49 Morovick, Danny (LS) 64/213 Sr. Mission Viejo, CA 
50 Aldrich, Kalani 6-7/240 So. Hilo, HI. 94. Rasp, Kiel (P) 63/217 So. Seattle, WA 
91 Duncan, Tyrone 62/278 So. Westlake Village,CA 89 Rutkowski, Cory (K) 6-2/205 So. Sun Valley, ID 
Marlion Barnett TE 6-2 210 Corona,CA Kimo Makaula TE 6-2 240 Kailua, HI 
David Batts S 61 200 Lynwood, CA Keith Price QB 61 182 Compton, CA 
Dorson Boyce TE 6-2 246 New York, NY — Andru Pulu LB/DE 6-1 244 Federal Way, WA 
Talia Crichton DE 63 232 Lakewood, CA Chris Robinson DL 60 271 Tustin, CA 
Nate Fellner S 61 200 Fresno, CA Will Shamburger S 60 190 Compton, CA 
Dominique Gaisie CB 5-9 165 West Covina,CA JohnnyTivao DL 5-10 349 Paramount, CA 
James Johnson WR 6-0 183 ValleyCenter,CA  SemisiTokolahi DL 6-2 319 Hilo, HI 
Danie! Mafoe OL 63 339 Carson,CA Desmond Trufant CB 6-0 170 Tacoma, WA 
William Mahan P 5-11 200 Bakersfield, CA Tim Tucker LB 6-1 240 Harbor City, CA 


2009 SCHEDULE 


sept. so SUA 

Sept. 12 Idaho _* 
Sept. 19 USC 

Sept. 26 atStanford _ —_ 
Oct. 3  atNotre Dame 

Oct. 10 Arizona 

Oct. 17 at Arizona State “ 
Oct. 24 Oregon - 
Nov. 7 atUCLA 

Nov. 14 atOregonState => 
Nov. 28 Washington State 

Dec. 5 California 


HEAD COACH: STEVE SARKISIAN 

RECORD AT SCHOOL: FIRST SEASON 

CAREER RECORD: FIRST SEASON 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: DOUG NUSSMEIER 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: NICK HOLT 
LOCATION: SEATTLE, WASH. 

STADIUM: HUSKY STADIUM (72,500) 


2008 RESULTS 


RECORD (0-12, 0-9) 


DATE OPPONENT RESULT SCORE 
Aug. 30 at Oregon i 10-44 
Sept. 6 BYU L 27-28 
Sept.13 Oklahoma L 14-55 
Sept.27 Stanford L 28-35 
Oct. 4 at Arizona L 14-48 
Oct. 18 Oregon State L 13-34 
Oct. 25 Notre Dame L 7-33 
Nov. 1 at USC L 0-56 
Nov. 8 Arizona State L 19-39 
' Nov. 15 UCLA L 7-27 
Nov. 22 atWashington State L (ot) 13-16 
Dec. 6 at California L 7-48 


2008 
INDIVIDUAL STATS 


Off toa late start in the annual talent grab, new Washington coach Steve Sarkisian gave himself and his staff a C grade 
for their first recruiting class, which analysts said lacked playmakers. It leaned heavily to defensive players, with local 
cornerback Desmond Trufant, brother of Seahawks and former Washington State cornerback Marcus Trufant, consid- 
ered a notable signing. The Huskies could have used more offensive linemen, but took only one in 63”, 339-pound 
transfer Daniel Mafoe of El Camino (Calif.) College. Wide receiver James Johnson, a player the Huskies pried away from 
several schools late, might be the newcomer who contributes the earliest. For obvious needs, Sarkisian signed an- 
other quarterback, Keith Price, trying to find a possible Jake Locker successor, and landed a scholarship punter in 
transfer William Mahan of Bakersfield (Calif.) College, because the Huskies didn’t have one on the roster. 


| PASSING ATT COMP) YDS TD INT 

| RonnieFouch 250 113 1,339 4 13 
Jake Locker 935 507) Si2 ar 0 

| RUSHING AlT YDS AVG ID 

| Terrance Dailey 75 338 4.5 1 
Willie Griffin 63-5219 6 35) TT 

| BrandonJohnson 76 194 26 3 

| RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 

| D’Andre Goodwin 60 692 115 1 

| Jermaine Kearse 20 301 15.1 2 

_ Devin Aguilar 246 12.3 0 


Kicking: Ryan Perkins, 7-11 FGs, 17-18 XPs, 38 pts. 


Tackles: Mason Foster, 105; Nate Williams, 76 


Sacks: Daniel Te’o-Nesheim, 8 


Interceptions: Mesphin Forrester, 2 


Returning Players in Bold 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 
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NATIONAL 
FORECAST 


PAC-10 
PREDICTION 


ashington State football fans are excited about the season ahead for one sim- 
ple reason — it can’t possibly be as bleak as last year. The Cougars were bad, 
historically bad, the worst team in school history. They beat Portland State 
and Washington to go 2-11, but head coach Paul Wulff’s first season was 
mostly rugged, 

How bad was it? In an October game at Martin Stadium, USC coach Pete Carroll in- 
structed Mark Sanchez to take a knee at the WSU 10-yard line at the end of the first half. 
When was the last time you saw that? Try never. 

Wulff believes the Cougars will be much improved this year. He knows the players, and 
they know him. His team is also familiar with his system now. Last year’s redshirts are sea- 
soned and available to help. Plus the Cougs have gotten bigger and stronger — 33 players 
have added 10 pounds or more. 

It’s been a learning experience for Wulff, who was highly successful at Eastern Wash- 
ington, about 85 miles northwest of Pullman. “I assumed too many things were going to 
occur via chemistry, and that wed work more cohesively as a unit,” he says. “We didn't 
tremendous success and against all odds. Phi- 


come together as fast as I was hoping.” 
losophy-wise, motivation-wise, it’s all the same.” 


Wulff knows his system works, saying: “I've 
been at this a long time, and there are certain 

Yet last year the results were different, alarmingly different. But Wulff insists that change 
is coming. 


The Cougars lost 
their 11 games 
by an average 


of 40.6 points. 


fundamental things that work everywhere and 
work forever. I’ve been ata place where we had 


QUARTERBACKS Washington State is known for producing high-caliber quarterbacks. 
But these days, it’s an in-flux position featuring an open competition among holdovers 
Marshall Lobbestael, Kevin Lopina and J.T. Levenseller. Lobbestael, a redshirt sophomore, 
figures to win the battle if he can recover from a knee injury (torn ligaments) suffered in a 
loss — what else? — at Oregon State. He’s on schedule and felt good during limited spring 
drills. Lobbestael played reasonably well after taking over after injuries knocked out Gary 
Rogers, the opening day starter, and Lopina. Now a senior, Lopina had a touchdown-to- 
interception ratio of 0-to-11 last fall. Levenseller’s a sophomore who played only because 
of injuries to the Cougs’ top three quarterbacks. The son of wide receivers coach Mike Lev- 
enseller, he figures to be a backup at best this season. Levenseller missed much of spring 
practice with a broken tibia. 


RUNNING BACKS This is the Cougars’ most promising position with Dwight Tardy 
and Logwone Mitz battling to hold off James Montgomery, who sat out last year after 
transferring from Cal. Chris Ivory, Marcus Richmond and Chanz Staden are also in the 
crowded running back mix. “It should be a great competition,” Wulff said in the spring. 
Tardy and Mitz each rushed for 400-plus yards and three touchdowns last year. Tardy 
might be the most dependable, and Mitz the most bruising — he averaged 4.9 yards per 
carry with his straight-ahead style last year. Montgomery is a big-time wild card. A Parade 
All-American who rushed for more than 4,900 yards and 82 touchdowns at Cordova 
High in Rancho Cordova, Calif., Montgomery played in all 13 of Cal’s games in 2007. 
Ivory is another hopeful who combines size and quickness but has been bothered by a 
hamstring strain. 


RECEIVERS The Cougars lost their best player, Brandon Gibson, to the NFL, and return 
a young and mostly untested group, aside from junior Jeshua Anderson. Anderson is a 
world-class hurdler who missed spring ball to compete in track. He's the biggest deep threat. 
By WSU’s standards last year, Kevin Norrell had a good first season with 11 receptions for 
124 yards. Jared Karstetter made only six catches last year, but one was memorable — his 
48-yard reception from Lopina in the final minute of the Apple Cup. Speedy Johnny 
Forzani could also contribute in his first year. The Canadian has an interesting story: Forzani 
did not play high school football and was a member of the Calgary Stampeders’ practice 
squad last year. Gino Simone of 4A Washington state champion Skyline High is the team’s 
top recruit. He could see plenty of action as a true freshman. Senior Tony Thompson, the 
son of Cougar legend Jack Thompson, “The Throwin’ Samoan,” should be the starter at 
tight end. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN There's good news here for the most part with four returning 
regulars in left tackle Steven Ayers, center Kenny Alfred, right guard B.J. Guerra and right 
tackle Micah Hannam. Alfred and Hannam sat out spring drills with injuries. Alfred is re- 
covering from hip surgery but is expected to be ready to go for the Cougars’ opener against 
Stanford. Alfred, a senior from Gig Harbor, Wash., is WSU’s only Pac-10 preseason all-con- 
ference candidate. Like Alfred, Hannam also started all 13 games for the Cougs last year. 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE COUGARS 
The Cougars could be the most improved 
team in the Pac-10 this year — and still fin- 
ish 10th. The offense should be more pro- 
ductive with Marshall Lobbestael at 
quarterback. Jared Karstetter, Jeshua An- 
derson and true freshman Gino Simone are 
capable receivers. Even if Lobbestael can’t 
trigger a consistently explosive passing at- 
tack, the Cougs should generate a good run- 
ning game with Dwight Tardy, Logwone 
Mitz and James Montgomery. A former Pa- 
rade All-American, Montgomery could be 
the most electrifying of the bunch. Any kind 
of offense would help the defense. That 
didn’t happen last year, causing the defense 
to be on the field far too long. The defense 
is better equipped and more experienced 
this year, which should result in fewer 
blowouts and more competitive games. 
Here’s the problem — that’s the view 
through crimson-and-gray glasses. If the 
Cougs go south early in the season this 
year, coach Paul Wulff runs the risk of los- 
ing his troops. He has a strong belief in him- 
self and his system and says it will work. 
But because of how poorly the Cougars 
played last season, there are doubters who 
wonder if he can get the job done. His team 
must show progress in Year 2. 


VESHUA ANDERSON 


KEY COUGARS 

Marshall Lobbestael, QB Far and away, 
the Cougars’ most talented quarterback. 
They need him to be fully recovered from 
offseason knee surgery. 

Chima Nwachukwu, FS An important 
piece of a secondary that played re- 
spectably last season. 

Louis Bland, LB Came out of nowhere last 
year and could be one of the Cougs’ all- 
time greats in time. 


KEY LOSSES 

Brandon Gibson, WR Team’s best player 
will be catching passes on Sunday this year. 
Greg Trent, LB Middle linebacker was the 
rock of the defense, and Cougs are scram- 
bling to replace him. 

Devin Frischknecht, TE Big, reliable tar- 
get; the Cougars will now have to. go with a 
mostly inexperienced replacement. 
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Junior Andrew Roxas is listed as a backup to Alfred but could see time at either guard position. When 
your offense was 118th in the country, you need improvement from the line. Expect hands-on coach- 
ing from Wulff, who was a center on the Cougars’ 1988 team that won the Aloha Bowl. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN The Cougars were short on talent and depth last year but should have an up- 
graded group this year, led by end Kevin Kooyman and junior college transfer tackle Bernard Wolf- 
gramm, who missed spring drills with a shoulder injury. End Jesse Feagin is also coming off a redshirt 
season and factors highly in the Cougs’ plans. He packed on 16 pounds of muscle in the offseason. Jun- 
ior tackle Toby Turpin has also made solid progress in the weight room. Redshirt freshman Cory 
Mackay is listed on the depth chart as a backup to Kooyman at left end, but he could play inside as 
well. Washington State needs a better pass rush and surge on running plays if it hopes to be competi- 


tive in the Pac-10. 
DEPTH CHART 


LINEBACKERS ‘Two of the three starters are 
2 Daniel Blackledge (Ur) high-quality, high-motor players in Andy Mat- 
12 Jeffrey Solomon (Jr) } 


Gino Simone (Fr.) 

75 Tyson Pencer (Fr) 
62 Tim Hodgdon (Fr) 
73 Andrew Roxas (ur) 
79 Brian Danaher (ur.) 
67 Joe Eppele (ur) 
70 Zach Tatman (Sr) 

9 Kevin Lopina (Sr.) 
24 James Montgomery (ur) 


OFFENSE (7) 

WR 85 Jeshua Anderson (ur.) 
WR 84 Jared Karstetter (So.) 
FL 29 Kevin Norrell (So.) 

LT 78 Steven Ayers (So.) 

LG 54 Zack Williams (Jr) 

C 69 Kenny Alfred (Sr.) 

RG 72 Bu. Guerra (So.) 

RT 76 Micah Hannam (ur) 
TE 43 Tony Thompson (Sr.) 
QB 12 Marshall Lobbestael (So.) 
RB 31 Dwight Tardy (Sr.) 


DEFENSE (5) 

LE 93 Kevin Kooyman (Sr.) 
DT 90 Toby Turpin (ur) 

DT 95 Bernard Wolfgramm (ur) 
RE 98 Jesse Feagin (Sr.) 

OLB 45 Andy Mattingly (Sr.) 
MLB 43 Alex Hoffman-Ellis (So.) 
OLB 46 Louis Bland (So.) 

CB 32 Devin Giles (Sr.) 

CB ‘9 Tyrone Justin (So.) 

SS 26 Xavier Hicks (Sr.) 

FS 21 Chima Nwachukwu (Jr) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 18 Nico Grasu (Jr) 
P 8 Reid Forrest (ur) 


depth on the line last year, Mattingly played out 
of position as a defensive end. He's back to his 
more familiar outside linebacking position. Two 
years ago as a linebacker, Mattingly had eight 
sacks; he had only one last year. Bland, the other 
outside backer, is undersized at 5'10" and 202 
pounds, but he’s a playmaker who’s all over the 
place. He could be one of the best players on the 
team this season. It’s a crapshoot at middle line- 
backer. The Cougars lost longtime starter Greg 
Trent to graduation and will now look to soph- 
omores Alex Hoffman-Ellis and Mike Ledger- 
wood to fill the void. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS The Cougars have several 
key players back in the secondary, including 
starting free safety Chima Nwachukwu, strong 
safety Xavier Hicks and corner Romeo Pellum. 
But until they develop a consistent pass rush, it 
will be hard to tell how good these guys are. 
When youre filling out your secondary starters, 
use a pen with Nwachukwu and Hicks, and a 
pencil with Pellum; he missed spring practice for 
violating team rules. Sophomore Tyrone Justin 
figures to be the starter at right corner. Coaches 
love him as a player but are concerned about his 
durability — Justin’s 5'11" and only weighs 156 pounds. Devin Giles has seen a lot of time at corner- 
back for the Cougs but didn’t participate in spring drills so he could focus on academics. Brandon 
Jones missed last season after transferring from Cal. He's listed as a backup at left corner, but no one 
will be surprised if he’s a starter this fall. Strong safety Tyree Toomer impressed in the spring and could 
push Hicks. 


6 Cory Mackay (Fr) 
41 Dan Spitz (Fr) 
94 Josh Luapo (Jr) 
92 Casey Hamlett (Ur) 
53 Hallston Higgins (ur) 
44 Mike Ledgerwood (So.) 
13 Myron Beck (Ur) 
29 Romeo Pellum (ur) 
36 Daniel Simmons (Fr.) 
33 Tyree Toomer (So.) 
5 Eric Black (So.) 


KR 24 James Montgomery (Jr) | 


PR 9 Tyrone Justin (So.) 
i 


SPECIALISTS Reid Forrest got plenty of work last year, punting 77 times — or more than six times 
per game — for a 41.2-yard average. Because of his consistency, the Cougs consider him a preseason 
candidate for All-Pac-10 honors. Nico Grasu kicked game-tying and game-winning kicks in the Apple 
Cup, so to most Cougar fans, it doesn’t matter what he did the rest of the season. For the record, he 
was 9-of-13 on his field goal attempts, an upgrade over Cougar kickers in the recent past. Patrick 
Rooney has a slightly stronger leg and will handle kickoffs. 


SCOUTING THE COUGARS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP WASHINGTON STATE “They will be better. I thought Paul (Wulff) did a real 
nice job with them last year, keeping them together. Beating Washington at the end said a lot 
about that program. They weren’t only losing, they were getting whacked bad. That would be very 
difficult to try to motivate a team, week in and week out when you’re losing 60-3 and things like 
that. Obviously, he did it because they hung tight and they beat Washington. ... Their key is that 
they need to get some offensive linemen. They were trying to make a transition in scheme and 
trying to do it with some players that need to improve. ... It was surprising how bad they were 
last year. This a program that has won 10 games three times in this decade. They had some in- 
juries, which didn’t help, but they were bad in so many areas. ... Paul proved himself at Eastern 
Washington, but it will be hard to dig out of this mess. ... Their running back (Dwight Tardy) is a 
nice player. He needs some help, though.” 
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tingly and Louis Bland. Because of a lack of 


Fighting the Irish Washington State has 
an interesting non-conference game 
against Notre Dame at a neutral site — 
the Alamodome in San Antonio on Oct. 
31. 


Weight gains Coach Paul Wulff wanted 
the Cougs to bulk up, and they have. 
Thirty-three players have gained 10 
pounds or more, topped by offensive 
tackle Tyson Pencer, who arrived two 
years ago as a 230-pounder and now 
weighs 297. 


Good mood Wulff says the Cougars’ 
team morale has improved a great deal: 
“You can see it in the offseason work- 
outs, how spirited they have become.” 


Coug helmets Wulff has decided to go 
with the WSU logo on the players’ hel- 
mets in most games, but he did not rule 
out using “Cougars” on special occa- 
sions. 


Back to no-huddle Wulff wanted to use 
the no-huddle offense all of the time last 
year, but injuries and inexperience pre- 
vented it from happening. This year he 
wants to go back to his no-huddle philos- 
ophy all game long. 


XAVIER HICKS 


RISING STAR 


James Mont- 
gomery trans- 
ferred from Cal 
and gives the run- 
ning game an im- 
mediate boost. 
Coug fans know 
they’ll get steady 
results from 
Dwight Tardy and 
Logwone Mitz, but 
Montgomery of- 
fers the potential for dazzling long runs 
to the end zone. That’s what you expect 
from a kid who rushed for 4,900 yards 
and 827Ds during his prep career. 


Stephen Brashear 
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Sh 2009 WASHINGTON STATE ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS 

5 Levenseller, J.T. 

12 Lobbestael, Marshall 
9 Lopina, Kevin 

19 Wagner, Dan 


RUNNING BACKS 

23 Ivory, Christopher 

48 Martin, Remy. 

34 Mitz, Logwone 

24 Montgomery, James 
20 Richmond, Marcus 

22 Staden, Chantz 

31 Tardy, Dwight 

27 Thometz, Casey 


RECEIVERS 
85 Anderson, Jeshua 
2 Blackledge, Daniel 
Forzani, Johnny 
Houston, Anthony 
Huemmer, Colin 
Johnson, Easton 
Johnson, Randy 
Karstetter, Jared 
McEllrath, Reid 
Norrell, Kevin 
Proen, Nick 
Solomon, Jeffrey 
Thompson, Tyler 
Vandenkolk, Michael 
3 Willis, Michael 


TIGHT ENDS 

41 Gehring, Aaron 
49 Lintz, Andrei 
40. Stormo, Skylar 
71 Tatman, Zach 
43 Thompson, Tony 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
69 Alfred, Kenny 

78 Ayers, Steven 

68 Bruce, Mike 

79 Danaher, Brian 
63 Enyeart, Zach 
67 Eppele, Joe 

56 Freitag, Kevin 
72 Guerra, BJ. 

76 Hannam, Micah 
62 Hodgdon, Timothy 
66 Lesuma, Reed 
75 Pencer, Tyson 

57 Prummer, Chris 
65 Reitnour, Alex 


RERBSSRLSRSBS 


Jamal Atofau 
Andre Barrington 
Quayshawne Buckley 
Arthur Burns 
Anthony Carpenter 
Justin Clayton 
Johnny Forzani 

Asi Hosea 

David Gilbertson 
Sekope Kaufusi 
Casey Locker 
Travis Long 


The Cougars did surprisingly well with their 2009 recruiting class. Coach Paul Wulff’s close relationships with in-state 
high-school coaches resulted in the signings of Seattle Times All-State players Jamal Atofau, a defensive back from Belle- 
vue; Gino Simone, a wideout from Skyline in Sammamish; Casey Locker, a defensive back from Ferndale; and Travis Long, 
a defensive end from Gonzaga Prep in Spokane. All four could play this season. Atofau was named the Seattle Post-Intel- 
ligencer’s prep Defensive Player of the Year. Simone is a precise route-runner who caught 49 passes for 1,042 yard and 
141Ds for Skyline last year. Locker played quarterback at Ferndale but projects to play in the secondary, and Long could 
give the Cougs the athletic pass rusher they've been looking for. Wide receiver Johnny Forzani is another interesting sign- 


HT/WT CL 
6-1/187 So. 
63/206 So. 
63/234 S$ 
60/217 So, 
HI/WT CL 
60/225 Sr. 
6-2/225 Jr. 
6-1/224 So. 
5-10/202 Jr. 
61/220 dr. 
5-10/202 Sr. 
5-10/208 Sr. 
6-0/210 Sr. 


HT/WT CL 
6-2/188 dr. 
61/182 Ur 
61/195 Jb 
63/205 ut 
63/192 Sr. 
5-11/202 Jr 
65/222 de 
6-4/203 So. 
65/223 Sr. 
5-9/199 So. 
60/193 So. 
60/196 Jr 
63/189 Fr. 
S-11/175 Fr. 
6-2/219 Sr. 


HI/WT CL 
65/249 dr 
65/251 Fr. 
6-4/253 Fr. 
6-5/245 St. 
6-2/241 Sr 


Sr. 
HI/WT CL 
6-2/300 Sr. 
6-4/315 So. 
6-4/304 So, 
63/284 J 
61/265 Jr 
68/306 dr. 
6-3/301 So. 
63/311 So. 
6-4/284 dr. 
6-3/285 Fr. 
64/311 Sr. 
66/297 Fr. 
6-1/269 dr. 
65/240 Fr. 


2009 SIGNEES 


S 5-10 185 
LB 6-1 205 
DL 6-4 285 
RB 5-10 210 
S 61 177 
DL 6-4 250 
WR 6-1 200 
DB 5-10 178 
QB 6-2 200 
LB 6-4 230 
DB 5-11 175 
DE 6-4 245 


HOMETOWN 
Pullman, WA 
Oak Harbor, WA 
Pleasanton, CA 
Portland, OR 


HOMETOWN 
Longview, TX 
Anchorage, AK 
Redmond, WA 
Rancho Cordova, CA 
Mesa, AZ 
Campbell, CA 
Walnut, CA 
Marysville, WA 
HOMETOWN 
Woodland Hills, CA 
Colorado Springs, CO 
Calgary, AB 

San Diego, CA 
Redmond, WA 
Renton, WA 
Tacoma, WA 
Spokane, WA 
Battle Ground, WA 
Los Angeles, CA 
Spokane, WA 
Seattle, WA 
Shafter, CA 
Carlsbad, CA 
Tacoma, WA 


HOMETOWN 
Castle Rock, WA 
Bellingham, WA 
Everett, WA 
Salem, OR 
Seattle, WA 
HOMETOWN 
Gig Harbor, WA 
Bellingham, WA 
Spokane, WA 
Colfax, WA 
Sammamish, WA 
Vancouver, BC 
Maple Valley, WA 
Moses Lake, WA 
Gig Harbor, WA 
Ladera Ranch, CA 
Laie, HI 

Delta, BC 
Renton, WA 

La Canada, CA 


Bellevue, WA 
Federal Way, WA 
Ontario, CA 
Corona, CA 

Los Angeles, CA 
Napa, CA 
Calgary, AB 

Salt Lake City, UT 
Woodinville, WA 
Palo Alto, CA 
Ferndale, WA 
Spokane, WA 


73 Roxas, Andrew 
60 Spears, Michael 
54 Williams, Zack 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
97 Coerper, Adam 
98 Feagin, Jesse 

92 Hamlett, Casey 
93 Kooyman, Kevin 
61 Laurenzi, Anthony 
94 Luapo, Josh 

6 Mackay, Cory 

99 Sanchez, Jessy 
41 Spitz, Dan 

90 Turpin, Toby 

95 Wolfgramm, Bernard 
LINEBACKERS 

59 Baffney, Kevin 

13. Beck, Myron 

46 Bland, Louis 

35. Ford, Deon 

56 Garrett, Joshua 
53 Higgins, Hallston 
43. Hoffman-Ellis, Alex 
42 Kreutz, Andrew 
44 Ledgerwood, Mike 
45, Mattingly, Andy 
47 Pirtz, Marshal 

51 Stripling, Jason 
54 Tennant, Sam 

34 Walker, Jarred 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 

5 Block, Eric 

30 Daniels, LeAndre 
20 Frank, Kevin 

32. Giles, Devin 

27 ‘Hayward, Terrance 
26 Hicks Jr, Xavier 
18 Jones, Brandon 

9 Justin, Tyrone 

28 Matthews, Jay 
37 McCartney, Kyle 
21 Nwachukwu, Chima 
10 Pellum, Romeo 
36 Simmons, Daniel 
19 Thomas, Shane 
33. Toomer, Tyree 
SPECIALISTS 

47 Burke, Jordan (K) 
8 Forrest, Reid (P) 
18 Grasu, Nico (K) 
28 Rooney, Patrick (K) 


Darren Markle 

Chris Mastin 

William Prescott 
Jordan Pu'u Robinson 
Brandon Rankin 

Gino Simone 

Terell Thompson 

Jeff Tuel 

Sebastian Valenzuela 
Nolan Washington 
Carl Winston 


6-2/306 
6-1/256 
6-4/293 


HI/WT 
6-4/250 
6-2/266 
6-2/239 
6-6/246 
6-3/290 
6-0/321 
64/257 
6-2/259 
6-7/260 
6-4/284 
6-3/288 


HT/WT 
6-1/222 
5-11/202 
5-10/202 
61/233 
63/214 
5-11/222 
6-1/236 
5-11/208 
6-0/224 
6-4/255 
6-0/244 
511/225 
6-0/217 
6-3/213 


HT/WT 
6-0/196 
6-1/203 
5-11/184 
6-0/173 
6-0/187 
6-0/211 
5-9/178 
5-11/156 
6-1/207 
6-0/195 
5-11/201 
5-10/179 
5-10/187 
5-10/190 
5-11/194 


HI/WT 

6-2/205 

6-0/193 
6-0/221 
5-11/202 


LB 6-1 
DL 6-2 
OL 6-5 
DL 6-4 
DL 6-5 
WR 6-0 
LB 6-2 
QB 63 
OL 6-2 


dr. 
So. 
dk 


cL 
Fr. 
Sr. 
ur. 
Sr 
Fr. 
dr 
Fr. 
Jr. 
Fr. 
dr. 
Jr. 


cL 
Fr. 
Jr. 


232 
210 
285, 
256 
260 
170 
215 
207 
315 


DB 5-10 175 
RB 5-9 200 


Sun Valley, CA 
Vancouver, WA 
Pasadena, CA 


HOMETOWN 
Hood River, OR 
Long Beach, CA 
Edmonds, WA 
Maple Valley, WA 
Placentia, CA 
Torrance, CA 
Redmond, WA 
Culver City, CA 
Spokane, WA 
Los Alamitos, CA 
San Mateo, CA 


HOMETOWN 
Walla Walla, WA 
Seattle, WA 
Modesto, CA 
Fontana, CA 
Tacoma, WA 
Magnolia, TX 
Los Angeles, CA 
Marysville, WA 
Kennewick, WA 
Spokane, WA 
Boise, ID 

Tyler, TX 
Pullman, WA 
Moses Lake, WA 
HOMETOWN 
Bellevue, WA 
San Leandro, CA 
Elk Grove, CA 
Tampa, FL 
Carson, CA 
Fullerton, CA 
Seattle, WA 

Van Nuys, CA 
Lake Oswego, OR 
Edmonds, WA 
Allen, Texas 
Long Beach, CA 
Ontario, CA 
Spokane, WA 
Bellflower, CA 
HOMETOWN 
Sedona, AZ 
Ephrata, WA 
Encino, CA 

El Segundo, CA 


Meridian, ID 
Spokane, WA 
Riverside, CA 

Wailuku, HI 
Shallotte, NC 
Sammamish, WA 
Aurora, CO 
Fresno, CA 
Burbank, CA 
Burien, WA 
Harbor City, CA 


ing. He might be the speediest of the new Cougs. Forzani hails from Calgary and never played high school football. 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


2009 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 5 Stanford 

Sept. 12 vs. Hawaii (Seattle) 

Sept. 19 SMU 

Sept. 26 at USC 

Oct. 3  atOregon 

Oct. 10 Arizona State 

Oct. 24 at California 

Oct. 31 vs. Notre Dame (San Antonio) 
Nov. 7  atArizona ‘ 
Nov. 14 UCLA 

Nov. 21 Oregon State 

Nov. 28 atWashington 


HEAD COACH: PAUL WULFF 

RECORD AT SCHOOL: 2-11 (1 YEAR) 

CAREER RECORD: 55-51 (9 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: TODD STURDY 
CO-DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: CHRIS BALL, 
JODY SEARS 

LOCATION: PULLMAN, WASH. 

STADIUM: MARTIN STADIUM (35,117) 


2008 RESULTS 


RECORD: (2-11, 1-8) 


DATE OPPONENT RESULT SCORE 
Aug. 30 vs. Oklahoma State L 13-39 
Sept. 6 California L 3-66 
Sept.12 at Baylor L 17-45 
Sept.20 Portland State Ww 48- 9 
Sept.27 Oregon L 14-63 
Oct. 4 atUCLA L 3-28 
Oct. 11 at Oregon State L 13-66 
Oct. 18 USC L 0-69 
Nov. 1 at Stanford L 0-58 
Nov. 8 Arizona L 28-59 
Nov. 15 at Arizona State L 0-31 
Nov. 22 Washington W (ot) 16-13 
Nov. 29 at Hawaii L 10-24 


2008 
INDIVIDUAL 


PASSING ATT COMP) = YDS TD INT 
Kevin Lopina 153 87 841 O Ill 
_ Marshall Lobbestael103 53 571 4 4 
RUSHING ATT YDS AVG 1D 
Dwight Tardy 133 481 3.6 3 
Logwone Mitz 90 441 49 3 
Chantz Staden S214 EAs’ 

| RECEIVING REC YDS AVG ITD 

| Brandon Gibson o/, 673. ILS 

| Jeshua Anderson 33 305 9.2 2 
Dwight Tardy 18 87 48 O 


Kicking: Nico Grasu, 9-13 FGs, 13-14 XPs, 


| 40 points 


Tackles: Greg Trent, 88; Xavier Hicks ur., 79 
Sacks: Toby Turpin, 3 


| Interceptions: Two players tied with 2 


Returning Players in Bold 
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TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


ven with Pat Hill about to enter his 13th season, stability is in short supply A QUICK LOOK AT THE BULLDOGS 
around Fresno State these days. Hill hasn't settled on a starting quarterback. He 4 jeact the Bulldogs don’t have to worry 


completely overhauled his coaching staff. And his own tenure in Fresno has be- ap oit living up to expectations, a hurdle 
come a bit shaky. , E that this program always seems to trip 
The wolves are beginning to circle in Fresno, where expectations are low for a pro- over. In Ryan Mathews, Lonyae Miller and 
gtam that became a perennial bowl team under Hill but hasn't pulled offa big upset in Anthony Harding, Fresno State has three 
a while and last won a Western Athletic Conference championship in 1999. The 2009 tailbacks who could start for many big-time 
Bulldogs offer some reason for hope — they have a three-headed monster at tailback programs. It also has a quality offensive 
and the makings of a formidable offensive line — and with those two ingredients, both line, but unless some semblance of a pass- 


NATIONAL 
FORECAST 


Hill staples, they just might be able to squeeze out another bow] appearance. ing game develops, opponents will stack 
It wont be easy, though. The Bulldogs are still coping with the loss of popular de- the line of scrimmage and take away the 
fensive coordinator Dan Brown, who died of brain cancer in March. Brown's successor run. Ryan Colburn has the inside track to 


is Randy Stewart, the team’s longtime secondary coach, and to help him Hill switched the starting quarterback job, but only be- 
Tim Skipper from running backs to linebackers. When Doug Nussmeier bolted for _ Cause he has a better grasp of the system 
Washington, it ensured Fresno State would have its fifth offensive coordinator in five than Ebahn Feathers or Derek Carr. With 
seasons. Hill didn’t bother looking outside the program on this hire, either. He simply yet another new coordinator on the job — 
elevated tight ends coach Jeff Grady to passing game coordinator and made offensive that makes five in five seasons — this 
line coach Derek Frazier the running game could be a fluid situation. There are even 
coordinator. Grady, a former quarterback Fresno State hasan more coaching changes on defense, where 
‘ : impressive 12-2 _ first-year coordinator Randy Stewart — 
mnidet Full ‘will! call the plays. : hema record when tailback the successor to Dan Brown, who died of 
Hill has two years remaining on his Ryan Mathews scores rain cancer in March —is the any 


contract, and unlike the old days there's no atouchdown. holdover. Opponents ran for 210 yards per 


automatic rollover. How his team weathers aie game against the Bulldogs last season, tak- 
brutal schedule could go a long way in determining whether the coach gets to extend ing advantage of a porous D-line and slow 
his stay or is politely shown the door. linebackers. Someone besides linebacker 


Ben Jacobs, end Chris Carter and strong 
QUARTERBACKS A spring battle among Ryan Colburn, Ebahn Feathers and Derek safety Moses Harris must step up, or it 


Carr left no clear winner, so Hill might not name a starter until days before the opener. could happen again. 
Colburn probably has the inside track, but mostly because he spent the last two years 
backing up Tom Brandstater and knows the offense. With 4.4 speed, Feathers would 
be a surprising choice because his running ability exceeds his passing skills at this point. 
Enrolling early in order to give his college career a head start, Carr showed a strong arm 
and quick release. Still, it’s hard to picture Hill handing the keys to an 18-year-old, 
even if he is David Carr’s little brother. To get a better sense of what these guys are made 
of, Hill permitted full-speed hits on the quarterback during spring scrimmages. It was 
the first time in 13 years he had done that. 


RUNNING BACKS Few teams can match Fresno State's tailback depth, and 
the Bulldogs have needed it because their best runner, Ryan Mathews, hasn't 
proven he can stay healthy. With Mathews sidelined much of last season, Lonyae 
Miller and Anthony Harding split carries with impressive results. Both surpassed 
800 yards while combining for 13 touchdowns. Mathews showed no sign of the foot 
injury in the spring and got most of the first-team reps. The 5'11", 215-pounder was 
leading the WAC in rushing when he got hurt. Miller and Harding are similar down- 
hill runners who relish moving the pile, though Miller did have TD runs of 90, 80 and 
69 yards. Fresno State runs mostly out of single-back sets, but when extra oomph is 
needed, fullback Reynard Camp (5'11", 270) is a pulverizing blocker. On a team ex- 


pected to lean on its running game, there should be plenty of carries to go around. r 
RECEIVERS Provided a quarterback emerges, this should be an area of strength. Seyi KEY BULLDOGS 


Ajirotutu and Marlon Moore return along with four other receivers who caught at least most explosive, talented tailback to stay 
13 passes each in 2008. Ajirotutu led the team in every receiving category, but those healthy for an entire season. 

balls all came from Brandstater. Combining size, speed and sticky hands, Ajirotutu is a Lonyae Miller,TB More of a physical, 
nightmare for most cornerbacks and a probable NFL Draft pick. When healthy, Moore downhill runner than Mathews, with the 
has similar big-play ability but continues to be plagued by drops. Devon Wylie’s shifty burst to take it all the way. 

moves are perfect for the slot, so look for him when the Bulldogs go to a three-receiver Ben Jacobs, LB Perennial leading tackler 


Ryan Mathews,TB Bulldogs need their 


set. Rashad Evans came on strong in the spring and could challenge Moore. Chastin lacks All-America athleticism but is always 
Moore started 10 games last fall but caught only 18 passes. Ryan Skidmore won't make around the ball. 
anyone forget AIl-WAC tight end Bear Pascoe, at least not this year. KEY LOSSES 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN Both tackles must be replaced, but there's enough remaining Tom Brandstater, QB Never put up daz- 
talent to pave the way for the ground game. The interior returns intact with third-year ne numbers, at Wee will miss 
starting center Joe Bernardi sandwiched between guards Andrew Jackson and Devan be sesh se ie ae i aaek 
Cunningham. Jackson, a second-team All-WAC performer at right guard last season, ane tarhche d his ee ea the 
and Cunningham are switching sides. Jackson is better equipped to pull than Cunning- : : : rad 
; : : 4 : top tight end in school history. 

ham, who is more of mauler. Bryce Harris has the unenviable task of replacing All-WAC Jon M DT When the burly tackle 

erforme bby Lepori at left tackle, while Kenny Wiggins is the projected starter at bay sil ne 
performer Bobby Lepori at +e YS FESS UR ENE PIO} “ was healthy, the Bulldogs were respectable 
right tackle. They're both big and athletic enough not to get beat around the corner. defensively. When not, they weren’t. 


Peter Brouillet 


ATHLON® SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2009 


FRESNO STATE RB 


ee eae ay li 
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DEFENSIVE LINEMEN Lev’ be blunt. The Bulldogs were pushoyers defensively last season, and 
most of the blame lies here. And unless a few things fall into place, it’s doubtful things will get ber- 
ter. First, Cornell Banks has to be eligible. The 305-pound nosetackle sat out spring practice to focus 
on academics. Second, Wilson Ramos must rebound from offseason foot surgery. Ramos was 75 
percent in the spring. Logan Harrell and Chase McEntee weren't ready to play as true freshmen but 
got thrown into the fray anyway. Much rides on their development. End Chris Carter, a converted 
linebacker, earned second-team All-WAC honors after recording 88 tackles and 3.5 sacks last fall. 
Kenny Borg started opposite Carter in the spring, but he'll have to hold off junior college transfer 
Donnie Pritchett. The 290-pound Pritchett is intriguing in that he didn’t play high school football 


and shed 50 pounds between his freshman and sophomore seasons of junior college. 


LINEBACKERS The good news is that plenty of experience returns. But to anyone who watched 
this group last season, it could also be the bad news. Ben Jacobs, a third-year starter at middle line- 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (5) 

WR 2 Seyi Ajirotutu (Sr.) 
WR 5 Marlon Moore (Sr.) 
LT 70 Bryce Harris (So.) 

LG 69 Andrew Jackson (Jr) 
C 74 Joe Bernardi (Jr.) 


RG_ 79 Devan Cunningham (Jr) 


RT 60 Kenny Wiggins (ur.) 
TE 84 Ryan Skidmore (So.) 
QB 15 Ryan Colburn (ur) 
FB 48 Reynard Camp (Sr.) 
RB 21 Ryan Mathews (Jr) 


DEFENSE (6) 

DE 92 Kenny Borg (Ur) 
NT 50 Cornell Banks (Jr.) 
DT 77 Logan Harrell (So.) 
DE 43 Chris Carter (Jr) 
WLB 53 Kyle Knox (So.) 
MLB 54 Ben Jacobs (ur.) 
SLB 55 Nico Herron (Jr.) 
CB 28 Aw. Jefferson (Sr) 
CB 17 Desia Dunn (So.) 
SS 3 Moses Harris (Sr) 
FS 29 Phillip Thomas (So.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 35 Kevin Goessling (So.) 
P 42 Robert Malone (Ur) 


18 Devon Wylie (Ur) 

6 Chastin West (Sr.) 
75 Trevor Richter (So.) 
55 Leslie Cooper (So.) 
52 Richard Pacheco (Sr) 
61 Charley Robbins (Jr.) 
79 Devan Cunningham (Jr) 
88 David Gory (Fr) 

Derek Carr (Fr.) 
49 Vince Pascoe (ur) 
1 Lonyae Miller (Sr.) 


Donnie Pritchett (Jr) 

65 Chase McEntee (So.) 
99 Mark Roberts (ur) 
96 Wilson Ramos (Sr.) 
39 Shawn Plummer (So.) 
51 Austin Raphael (So.) 
56 Travis Brown (Fr) 
10 Isaiah Green (So.) 

4 Damion Owens (Sr.) 
20 Lorne Bell (ur) 
19 Marvin Haynes (Sr) 


KR 28 Awd, Jefferson (Sr) 
PR 11 Rashad Evans (So.) 


backer, does have a nose for the football, evi- 
denced by his team-leading 113 tackles and 
second-team All-WAC selection. Problem is, 
most of those tackles come eight yards down- 
field because Jacobs lacks ideal speed. It’s a big 
reason why the Bulldogs were repeatedly gashed 
by perimeter runs. Strong-side linebacker Nico 
Herron deserves some of the blame, too. He has 
all the physical tools but must overcome a ten- 
dency to freelance, often leaving him out of po- 
sition. Kyle Knox took over opposite Herron 
when Carter made the switch to defensive end. 
He's undersized but scrappy. Four-star recruit 
Travis Brown, son of Fresno State's late defen- 
sive coordinator, is expected to push for playing 
time as a true freshman. Brown's natural posi- 
tion is on the strong side. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS Stewart, this unit’s men- 
tor the last seven seasons and now the defensive 
coordinator, tinkered with different combina- 
tions in the spring. The various competitions 
will carry into August. The only certainty is 
that Moses Harris will start at strong safety 
coming off a 75-tackle campaign that earned 
second-team All-WAC recognition. A.J. Jeffer- 
son lost his starting cornerback job to Desia 
Dunn midway through last season. Both will 
start come September unless Damion Owens 
outperforms one of them in preseason camp. 
Phillip Thomas is currently ahead of Marvin 


Haynes at free safety, but you get the feeling this is a fluid situation. Neither has done anything su- 
perlative. Hard-hitting Lorne Bell could be the answer, if he stays healthy. Bell suffered a torn ACL 
in 2007 and struggled in the spring with a hamstring pull. 


SPECIALISTS Kevin Goessling’s career got off to a rocky start when he missed short field goals in 
narrow losses to Wisconsin and Hawaii. But when the Bulldogs needed him to avert a disaster 
against Utah State, Goessling booted a school-record 58-yarder, Punter Robert Malone has a strong 
leg and a knack for pinning opponents inside their 20. Jefferson is a kickoff return standout; he has 
a 32-yard career average and three touchdowns. Fresno State boasts three players who returned 
punts for scores last season in Evans, Moore and West. 


SCOUTING THE BULLDOGS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP FRESNO STATE “The big question for Fresno State is what their offense is 
going to be about. For all the crazy talking (coach Pat) Hill does about playing anyone anywhere 
and all his cute slogans, he really is a pretty conservative offensive football coach. They’ve just 
tried to grind it out, and that’s not working anymore. They need to spread it out like everyone 
else is doing. And they have to find a quarterback. It will be interesting to see if they go with 
(Ryan) Colburn or if they go with an athletic guy like (Ebahn) Feathers. Feathers could turn out 
to be something like (Colin) Kaepernick at Nevada. ... The coaches thought their defense was 
going to be something last year, but Boise hung a huge number on them and Nevada ran for 
more than 400 at their place. Yeah, they had injuries, but everyone deals with injuries. They’ve 
got some veteran guys on the defensive side of the ball who are going to have to produce for 
them to be successful.” 


150 


OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


Heavy hearts Emotions ran high at 
Fresno State in March when longtime de- 
fensive coordinator Dan Brown suc- 
cumbed to a long battle with brain cancer. 
“We lost a great friend and a great family 
man,” coach Pat Hill said. “He was an in- 
spiration to anyone who had the chance 
to meet him.” Sons Eric and Travis play 
linebacker for the Bulldogs. 


Camera shy Fresno State won't be re- 
ceiving much national TV exposure this 
fall. The Bulldogs are scheduled to make 
one ESPN appearance this season, far 
fewer than rivals Boise State (six) and Ne- 
vada (four). 


Road trippin’ The typically rugged sched- 
ule includes seven road games and five 
at home for the second year in a row. The 
shortage of home games will be rectified 
in 2010 when the Bulldogs host non-con- 
ference opponents Illinois, Cincinnati and 
Cal Poly. 

Special prep Teams preparing to play the 
Bulldogs always spend extra time going 
over kick and punt protection. Fresno 
State’s 44 blocks since 2002 lead the na- 
tion during that time. 


MOSES HARRIS 


RISING STAR 


Ebahn Feathers 
doesn’t fit Pat 
Hill’s normal M.O. 
at quarterback, 
but he could 
emerge as the 
player opposing 
teams fear most. 
Feathers’ 4.4 
speed brings a di- 
mension the Bull- 
dogs have never 
had. Even if the Fresno product doesn’t 
win the starting gig, expect to see him 
ina part-time role. 
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Peter Brovillet 


>», 2009 FRESNO STATE ROSTER 2009 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 5 UC Davis 


QUARTERBACKS HI/WT 


(al HOMETOWN DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT CL HOMETOWN : : —— 

15 Colburn, Ryan 63/200 de Visalia, CA 95. Akers, Matt 63/240 So. Bakersfield, CA Sept. 12 at Wisconsin _ 
10 Faulkner, Matt 62/195 So. Highland Village, TX 50 Banks, Cornell 63/305 de Fresno, CA Sept. 18 Boise State 

4 Feathers, Ebahn 6-1/210 Fr Fresno,CA 92 Borg, Kenny 63/245 dr Seal Beach, CA Sept. 26 at Cincinnati 
RUNNING BACKS HI/WT cL HOMETOWN 43 Carter, Chris 6-2/245 dr. Fontana, CA 0 t 10 tH Ww ii 
4B: Conic, Revrand S197) Se Stockton, ca 77” Harrell, Logan 63/280 So. Laguna Niguel, CA Ct. at hawa 
2B Ellis, Av. 511/175 Fr San Jose, ch 98 Kill, Porter 64/290 Fr. Compton, CA Oct. 17 SanJoseState © 
22 Harding, Anthony 60/215 St Turlock,ca 93 Lewis, Chris 63/20 i. Fresno, CA Oct. 24 atNew Mexico State 
26 Harris, Michael 51/195 Fr. Chino Hills, cA 5 McEntee, Chase 62/265 So. Galena Park, TX Oct. 31 Utah Stat 
45. Kinter, Isaac 61/240 Sr ElDorado Hills, cA 98 Ramos, Wilson 64/270 St Woodland, CA, Je Ao 
21. Mathews, Ryan 511/215 Jt ——_Bakersfield,ca 99 Roberts, Mark 64/300 de Modesto, CA Nov. 7 atIdaho 

1 Miller, Lonyae 511/215 Sr. Fontana,ca 2% Williams, Anthony 62/280 Fr. Humble, TX Nov. 14 at Nevada 
49 Pascoe, Vince 60/240 dr Exeter,CA LINEBACKERS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN a 
34 Rashad, Jamaal 5-11/200 Sr. LakeviewTerrace,CA 30 Bates, Nick 6-2/210 ur Madera, CA Nov. 21 Louisiana Tech 
36. Webber, Justin 59/180 Fr. Sanger,CA 59 Brown, Eric 51/210 dr Fresno, CA Dec. 5  atllinois 
RECEIVERS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 40. Butler, Michael 63/220 Fr Fresno, CA 
2 Ajirotutu, Seyi 62/210 Sr ElDoradoHills,cA 55. Herron, Nico 64/245 Ue Oakland, CA HEAD COACH: PAT HILL 
87 Barton, Isiah 510/180 Fr Los Angeles,CA 94 Jacobs, Ben 63/235 dt Las Vegas, NV RECORD AT SCHOOL: 92-61 (12 YEARS) 

13 Crawley, Jason 62/85 St Pittsburg, CA 33. Knox, Kyle ee ee oe CAREER RECORD: 92-61 (12 YEARS) 

11 Evans, Rashad 59/180 So Hayward,ca_ 47. Machado, Ryan ue pas CO-OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: JEFF GRADY, 

17 Hamler, Jamel 62/205 Jt SanLeandro,cA 57 McCree, Sonny 60/230 dr. Fresno, CA 

P ; 27 Moore, Mario 5-11/175 Fr. Moreno Valley, CA DEREK FRAZIER 
Be laniisos Wek COAES "Te Choe CO-DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: RANDY STEWART, 

5 Moore, Marlon 61/190 Sr. Sacramento, CA 39 Plummer, Shawn 6-0/200 So. Clovis, CA TIM SKIPPER I 
86 Newborn, Darren 511/185 Sr Mt. Miguel, CA 51 Raphael, Austin 6-2/225 So, damestown, CA | 
81 Stallworth, dl 511/185 So.  Sacramento,ca 52 Russell, Dustin 60/210 Ft Atwater, CA LOCATION: FRESNO, CALE 

2 Wet dace Pai te STP ON & ipeceabieeaeas ren es ‘iouietion STADIUM: BULLDOG STADIUM (41,031) 
18 Wylie, Devon 59/170 uk. Roseville,CA 29 Bell, Lorne 5-11/200 dr Simi Valley, CA — — 
TIGHT ENDS HI/WI CL HOMETOWN 15. Dennis, Terrance 5-11/170 Fr. Pomona, CA 
88 Gory, David 6-4/235 Fr SanRamon,CA 17 Dunn, Desia 5-11/185 So. Stockton, CA 2008 RESULTS 
84 Skidmore, Ryan 6-5/240 So. Bakersfield,CA 10 Green, Isaiah 5-10/180 So, Long Beach, CA 
46 Taumoepeau,Tapa «463/220 Fr Euless,TX 3 Harris, Moses 61/20 Sr Stockton, CA RECORD: (7-6, 4-4) 

OFFENSIVE LINEMEN ier cL HOMETOWN 19 Haynes, Marvin 61/205 Sr. Fresno, CA DATE OPPONENT RESULT SCORE 
74 Bernardi doe 63/285 Je Flagstaff, AZ 26 Hernandez, Raul 5-10/175 Sr. Chowchilla, CA Sept. 1 at Rutgers W 24— 7 

Bs. Y : 33. Hill, Zak 62/200 So. Fresno, CA Sept.13 Wisconsin L 10-13 

So CO ta San oe EOPROD, CR 5 lfarson Ae 60/190 Sz _ Bakersfield, CA 4 
79 Cunningham, Devan 66/345 de. Rancho Cordova,Ch 4p a es nec Sept.20 at Toledo W (ot) 55-5 
aise Gacz70 Fe RN | Aoehs Vaan 511/200 Sc SanLeandro, CA re a Wee nae 
70 Harris, Bryce 6-6/280 So. Tulare,CA enn borian Rina s. gs oe Oct. 4 Hawaii L (ot) 29-32 
78 Helepiko, Richard 6-2/290 Fr —_ Moreno Valley, CA , 4 ‘ y Oct. 11 Idaho W 45-32 
69 Jackson, Andrew 65/290 ur Grass Valley, CA 37 Thomas, vesmaine 51/180 "Fr Duarte, CA _ 

di 29. Thomas, Phillip 60/190 So. Bakersfield, CA Oct. 25 at Utah State Ww 30-28 
52 Pacheco, Richard 6-2/285 Sr. Moreno Valley, CA 2 voi 
: Nov. 1 at Louisiana Tech L 35-38 

75. Richter, Trevor 65/275 So. ElSegundo,CA SPECIALISTS HIWT CL HOMETOWN Seu Novses L 28-41 
61 Robbins, Charley 62/300 Ur. Fresno,CA 35. Goessling, Kevin (K) 6-1/200 So. Placentia, CA ~ 7 
71 Schmitz, Carl 66/320 Fr. LaVerne,CA 42 Malone,Robert (P) «62/215 dr Riverside, CA Nov. 15 New Mexico State wo 24-17 
57 Spacht, Douglas 63/285 Fr LongBeach,CA 38 Shapiro, Andrew (K/P) 61/170 Fr Walnut Creek, CA Nov. 21 at San Jose State w 24-10 
60 Wiggins, Kenny 67/310 Jr ElkGrove,CA 58 Shepard, Bobby (lS) 61/235 So. Lodi, CA Nov. 28 at Boise State L 10-61 

Dec.20 #Colorado State L 35-40 


#New Mexico Bowl 


2009 SIGNEES 
Lars Bramer OL 6-5 260 Clovis, CA Ben Letcher DL 6-3 240 Corona, CA 2008 
Erik Brown CB 5-11 185 Scottsdale, AZ Nikko Motta ATH 6-3 275 Sanger, CA INDIVIDUAL STATS 


Travis Brown LB 6-2 235 Fresno, CA Ibe Nduka ATH 6-0 220 Etiwanda, CA PASSING ATT COMP T™ INT 
Derek Carr QB 6-2 175 Bakersfield, CA Donnie Pritchett DL 65 290 Santa Rosa, CA Tom Brandstater 371 221 26564 18 12 
J.B. Dock CB 5-10 165 Ventura, CA Robbie Rouse RB 5-7 185 San Diego, CA RUSHING Alt YDS AVG ITD 
Nat Harrison ATH 6-2 215 Fresno,CA Daniel Salinas LB 6-0 205 Galena Park, TX Anthony Harding 147 822 5.6 6 
Alex Jefferies WR 6-1 180 Rialto, CA Patrick Su'a LB 6-2 215 — Bakersfield,ca  Lonyae Miller 120 812 68 7 
Andy Jennings DL 6-3 240 Turlock, CA Jeremiah Toma LB 6-0 215 Sacramento, CA Ryan Mathews 15.6004 (Site 
Terrance Kindle DE 63 210 Galena Park, TX RECEIVING REC YDS AVG 1D 

Seyi Ajirotutu 47 795 169 5 
In quarterback Derek Carr and linebacker Travis Brown, the Bulldogs signed two top 20 players at their positions ac- Bear Pascoe 40 400 100 4 
cording to one national recruiting service. Both have long ties to the program and could make a instant impact this fall. Marlon Moore 23 258 112 1 
Carr, whose brother David starred with the Bulldogs earlier this decade, even got a head start by enrolling early and Devon Wylie 99 26912 2. 


going through spring practice. Fresno State turned to the junior college ranks for the first time since 2007 and came 
away with defensive end Donnie Pritchett, who had offers from Kansas, Oregon State and Utah. Pritchett should pro- 
vide immediate pass-rushing help. The Bulldogs tried to address deficiencies by going heavy on defensive linemen and 
linebackers. Diminutive tailback Robbie Rouse put up big numbers against top San Diego-area competition. The Bull- 
dogs didn’t get a sniff from Fresno products T.J. McDonald (USC) and Cliff Harris (Oregon) but landed a potential start- 
ing left tackle in Lars Bramer. 


Kicking: Kevin Goessling, 15-22 FGs, 46-47 XPs, 
91 points 

Tackles: Ben Jacobs, 113; Chris Carter, 88 
Sacks: Two players tied with 4.5 

Interceptions: Marvin Haynes, 2 


Returning Players in Bold 
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rady Hoke is the latest coach to take aim at reviving the floundering San 
Diego State Aztecs. Hoke guided Ball State to a 12-win season a year ago and 
now takes over a program that hasn't posted a winning season or been to a 
bowl game since 1998. 

Hoke replaces Chuck Long, who was fired after a 2-10 campaign in Year 3 on the 
job. Upon arriving on campus, Long boasted of winning quickly. Instead, he went 9-27, 
and the program reached a new low last October when it suffered a 70-7 loss to New 
Mexico. 

Hoke strives to be the guy who turns the program around, but you can’t blame long- 
suffering Aztecs fans for being skeptical. 

“T can't control what people think,” Hoke says. “We're going to do things the way we 
know how to do them. We've just got to stick to our beliefs and our philosophy as a pro- 
gram, and we'll find out in the fall if this is a better football team than we were in the 
past. We look forward more than we look in the past. 

“The one thing that’s important for us in our program is that we're always going to 
play for our seniors,” Hoke says. “There have been 18 league championships here at San 
Diego State in football and I think that’s awfully important. There have been 18 sen- 
ior classes that have held up to the legacy and the tradition of San Diego State football. 
We're waiting for that next class, that 19th class, to be able to do the same thing.” 


QUARTERBACKS Sophomore Ryan Lindley is 


The Aztecs allowed 35 


a great building block and was one of the few : bis beets ALi 
bright spots during San Diego State’s dismal 70 points to NewiMadicn 
2008 campaign. Lindley had a nice touchdown- - and 63 to Utah. 


to-interception ratio (16-to-9) for a redshirt fresh- 

man and averaged 221.1 passing yards per game. His production figures to increase 
under well-respected offensive coordinator Al Borges. “With the credentials he has com- 
ing in, it was exciting off the bat before even getting to know him,” Lindley says. “Once 
you get in his office and get talking to him about X’s and O's, he has a ton of stuff that 
he knows and is going to make everyone on the offense grow.” Senior Drew Westling 
will back up Lindley. Junior Kelsey Sokoloski is the third-string quarterback. 


RUNNING BACKS The Aztecs hope to find a reliable starting back among the trio of 
junior Brandon Sullivan, senior Atiyyah Henderson and junior Davon Brown. Sullivan 
has shown flashes of being a solid back but hasn't yet broken through. Henderson rushed 
for nearly 800 yards in 2006 but was unable to follow up that success. He led the team 
with a modest 490 rushing yards in 2008. Brown has yet to get a shot but will compete 
for the starting spot in fall camp. The Aztecs will feature two-back sets under Borges, 
an alignment that seldom occurred under Long. Senior Matthew Kawulok, a solid 
blocker, will move from tight end to be the starting fullback. “We want to be able to 
run the football,” Hoke says. “We are going to have a lot of the two-back components 
to our offense. There will be a lot of different personnel groups when you look at the 
schemes and the philosophy that Coach Borges has and that we have as a football pro- 
gram. 


RECEIVERS Junior Vincent Brown is the top target and could be one of the top wide- 
outs in the Mountain West Conference. To get there, Brown needs to become more 
of a downfield threat than he was a year ago. He led the Aztecs in receptions (64) and 
touchdown catches (five) but averaged only 9.9 yards per catch. Senior Roberto Wal- 
lace is the favorite to be San Diego State’s other starting receiver. Wallace had 31 
catches but reached the end zone only once. Seniors DeMarco Sampson, Mekell Wes- 
ley and Jon Toledo have failed to become dependable targets, so this is a position 
where an incoming freshman or a redshirt freshman (maybe Dominique Sandifer) 
could emerge. Junior tight end Alston Umuolo regressed a bit last season but could re- 
vive his game this fall. Senior Tony DeMartinis will push Umuolo for playing time. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN Three starters return, but the overall play of the line during 
spring practice sessions concerned Hoke, who wants to see a more physical style of play 
in the trenches. “They have to play as a unit and they have to play together,” Hoke 
says. “We've just got to get better there.” The right side of the line is in better shape than 
the left. Senior tackle Peter Nelson and senior guard Ikaika Aken-Moleta are back, and 
both started all 12 games last season. Junior center Trask losefa also started every game 
and figures to be better for the experience. Sophomore Tommie Draheim was moved 
from center to left tackle in the spring, and it is hoped that either he or fellow sopho- 
more Mike Matamua can bolster that spot. Matamua was supposed to be the starting 
left tackle last season but suffered a season-ending foot injury. Draheim missed all of last 
season with a shoulder injury. Sophomore Emilio Rivera ran first-string most of the 
spring and figures to be the starting left guard. 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE AZTECS 


San Diego State will be looking to make 
progress under Brady Hoke, the team’s 
fourth different coach in this decade. The 
program that began to decay under Ted 
Tollner in the early 2000s and dropped fur- 
ther under Tom Craft in the middle of the 
decade reached new lows with Chuck Long 
at the helm the past three years. Now the 
program is in need of a major overhaul, and 
athletic director Jeff Schemmel believes 
Hoke is the man to get things rolling in the 
right direction. Hoke has actually seen a 
program in worse shape than the Aztecs — 
he was the coach who turned Ball State 
from a laughingstock into a 12-win team 
before bolting to take the Aztecs’ post last 
December. Hoke has determined that the 
Aztecs need to get much tougher, and he 
and his staff ran aggressive, fast-paced 
spring drills in hopes of jump-starting the 
process. The Aztecs have struggled to be 
competitive in the Mountain West Confer- 
ence, and they are the lone team in the 
conference’s 10-season history not to play 
in a bowl game. Hoke has the potential to 
triple last season’s win total in his first sea- 
son if his players improve, since the non- 
conference schedule is weaker than most 
recent seasons. 


Ryan Lindley, QB Aztecs need him to have 
a super sophomore season to have a 
chance at a bowl game. 

Vincent Brown, WR Has the skills to im- 
prove on 64-reception season. 

B.J. Williams, DE Emerging as an all-con- 
ference-quality player. 


KEY LOSSES 

Russell Allen, SLB Aztecs will badly miss 
their leading tackler (107) from 2008. 
Corey Boudreaux, FS Will be hard to re- 
place after a 101-tackle season. 

Darren Mougey, WR Gritty possession re- 
ceiver caught 34 passes last season. 
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DEFENSIVE LINEMEN Hoke will personally coach this unit and is demanding a serious upgrade 
in toughness and aggressiveness. Not surprisingly, three linemen (end Ryan Williams and tackles 
Darius Jones and Henry Simon) departed the program before spring drills even began. Watching 
film of the Aztecs’ inept run defense had to be rough for Hoke, a long-time defensive line coach 
before becoming the head coach at Ball State. Four different teams piled up more than 375 rush- 
ing yards in a single game against a front that was often decimated by injuries. The top returning 
player is junior end B,J. Williams, who has a chance to develop into an all-conference-type player. 
Williams had 10.5 tackles for a loss, including a team-high 3.5 sacks. Senior Jonathan Soto will be 
the other starting defensive end in the team’s 3-3-5 alignment favored by new defensive coordina- 
tor Rocky Long. Either sophomore Jerome Long or junior Ernie Lawson will be the starting nose- 
tackle, but both players will be counted on heavily. 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (7) 
WR 80 Vincent Brown (Jr) 1 DeMarco Sampson (Sr) | 
WR_ 18 Roberto Wallace (Sr) 19 Jon Toledo (Sr) } 
LT 60 Tommie Draheim (So.) 74 Mike Matamua (So.) 

LG 53 Emilio Rivera (So.) 51 Jimmy Miller (Fr) 

C 50 Trask losefa (ur) 71 Alec Johnson (Fr) 

RG 67 Ikaika Aken-Moleta (Sr.) 73 Kellen Farr (So.) 

RT 62 Peter Nelson (Sr:) 79 Kurtis Gunther (So.) 

TE 7 Alston Umuolo (ur) 41 Tony DeMartinis (Sr) 

QB 14 Ryan Lindley (So.) 9 Drew Westling (Sr) 

FB 20 Matthew Kawulok (Sr) 33 Ramon Judkins (Fr) 

RB 23 Brandon Sullivan (ur) 6 Atiyyah Henderson (Sr.) 


DEFENSE (7) 

DE 90 BJ, Williams (Jr) 
NT 99 Ernie Lawson (Jr) 
DE 56 Jonathan Soto (Sr.) 
OLB 22 Andrew Preston (Jr.) 
MLB 34 Jerry Milling (Sr) 
OLB 35 Luke Laolagi (Sr) 
AB 11 Martrell Fantroy (Jr) 
CB 21 Aaron Moore (Sr.) 
CB 2 Davion Mauldin (Sr) 
S 42 Nick Sandford (Sr.) 
S 24 Kwincy Edwards (Sr) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 88 Lane Yoshida (Sr.) 
P14 Brian Stahovich (So.) 


LINEBACKERS This area was cited as a 
strength during the spring by Hoke and figures 
to be among the team’s top units despite the 
departure of Russell Allen, the team’s leading 
tackler in 2008. Senior Jerry Milling, who 
played in only four games last fall due to a foot 
injury, earned praise for his leadership during 
the spring from Hoke. He can play outside or 
inside, and it appears he will be the starting 
middle linebacker. Outside linebackers Luke 
Laolagi (a senior who had 99 tackles last sea- 
son) and Andrew Preston (a junior who had 82 
stops) also bring experience and figure to im- 
prove under the new regime. “There’s always 
challenges picking up new terminology, but I 
think everyone's excited,” says Laolagi, who 
spent last season in the middle. “This defense 
is a really linebacker-friendly defense.” Two re- 
serves, junior Marcus Yarbrough and sopho- 
more Miles Burris, will be solid contributors. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS This is another area 
where the Aztecs need to improve, particularly 
since Long has installed the same five-defen- 
sive back alignment he was successful with as 
New Mexico's head coach, But there’s no Brian 
Urlacher around in this secondary. Junior 
Martrell Fantroy will be the “Aztec” back, the 
combo safety/linebacker in Long’s system. 
Fantroy missed all of the 2008 season with a 
pelvis injury. Senior Nick Sandford should man one of the safety spots, with senior Kwincy Edwards 
and junior Dey Juan Hemmings battling for the other spot. Seniors Aaron Moore and Davion 
Mauldin are the likely starters at cornerback, though junior Jose Perez could push for one of the 
spots. Perez had two of the team’s nine interceptions last season. 


49 J.J, Autele (So.) 
94 Jerome Long (So.) 
97 Eric Ikonne (Jr) 
9 Miles Burris (So.) 
52 Marcus Yarbrough (ur) 
31 Logan Ketchum (So.) 
42 Nick Sandford (Sr.) 
15 Jose Perez (Ur) 
4 Romeo Horn (ur) 
32 Vincent Camarda (So.) 
5 Dey Juan Hemmings (ur.) 


KR 2 Davion Mauldin (Sr) 
PR 3 Mekell Wesley (Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS The Aztecs need to improve in this area as inconsistency plagued both kicker Lane 
Yoshida and punter Brian Stahovich. Yoshida, a senior walk-on, converted 8-of-12 field goals and 
27-of-29 point after attempts in 2008. Stahovich, a sophomore, averaged 39.5 yards per effort and 
placed 14 inside the 20-yard line. But he had only eight 50-plus-yard punts out of his 71 attempts. 
Mauldin, who averaged 22.6 yards on kickoff returns, including a 93-yard touchdown, is the team’s 
top returner. 


SCOUTING THE AZTECS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP SAN DIEGO STATE “They have to play much better defense. They were 
ranked in the bottom 10 in the country in almost every single category. The defense has to im- 
prove dramatically. ... The offensive line has to get better and the quarterback has to stay 
healthy. It really helps them to have an experienced quarterback coming back, one that’s really 
young that has time to develop in the new system. Last year, he got beat around pretty good. At 
least the offense they’re going to run is similar to the offense they ran before Brady Hoke ar- 
rived. ... Everyone keeps saying it, but it’s true: This school should be better than it is. They 
have a tremendous recruiting base. They have had good players over the years, and they have 
some good players now. I don’t know why they can’t win there. ... Hoke is a solid coach. He did 
a good job at a tough place to win. It’s not easy to win at Ball State, but he got it done. We'll see 
if he can do what nobody has done in a while — win at San Diego State.” 


154 


OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


Coaching caravan New coach Brady 
Hoke scored well with his coordinator 
hires, landing former New Mexico coach 
Rocky Long to run the defense and Al 
Borges to oversee the offense. Long is 
well-respected for his defensive strate- 
gies, and Borges has twice been a finalist 
for the Broyles Award, which goes to the 
nation’s top assistant. The new quarter- 
backs coach is Brian Sipe, a former San 
Diego State star who won NFL MVP hon- 
ors with the Cleveland Browns in 1980. 


Softer slate The Aztecs have a scaled- 
down schedule that is much more man- 
ageable than what they've dealt with 
most of this decade. Instead of visiting 
Big Ten teams like Ohio State (2001, 
2003, 2005), Michigan (2004) and Wis- 
consin (2006), the Aztecs host Southern 
Utah and New Mexico State and visit 
Idaho. The season-opener at UCLA is the 
lone contest against a BCS program. 


Ready to run (against) San Diego 
State’s run defense was one of the worst 
in the county last season, ranking 118th 
as opponents rolled up an average of 
247.5 yards per game. 


LUKE LAOLAG! 


RISING STAR 


Sophomore quar- 
terback Ryan 
Lindley has a 
chance to become 
one of the top 
players in the 
Mountain West 
and could eventu- 
ally prove to be 
an NFL-quality 
signal-caller. He 
also has the 
moxie needed to be a respected team 
leader. 


Peter Brouillet 
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~~ 2009 SAN DIEGO STATE ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN —-97_ Ikonne, Eric 60/250 dr Dallas, TX 
14 Lindley, Ryan 6-3/205 So. Alpine,CA 99 Lawson, Ernie 63/300 Jr. Vallejo, CA 
2 Sokoloski, Kelsey 6-2/195 Jr. Greenwood Village,CO 94 Long, Jerome 6-5/250 So. Los Osos, CA 
9 Westling, Drew 62/220 Sr. Mission Viejo,CA 48 Moses, Eron 6-4/250 So. Yorba Linda, CA 
RUNNING BACKS HTI/WT CL HOMETOWN 96 Scott, Greg 6-2/260 Fr. Torrance, CA 
BO\i Brows: Davon 59/180 Ut Torrance,CA 95. Snead, Michael 64/250 So. Oakland, CA 
21 Gregorio, Robert 510/170 Fr ——RollingHills,CA 56 Soto, Jonathan 63/270 St. West Covina, CA 
6 Henderson, Atiyyah 5-9/180 Sr. Rockledge, FL 55 Spencer, Neil 6-2/295 So. Las Vegas, NV 
33 Judkins, Ramon 6-0/205 Fr. Los Angeles,CA 47 Tauanuu, Jake 61/240 dr. San Diego, CA 
20 Kawulok, Matthew 6-2/245 Sr, Boulder, CO 91. Trujillo, Frederick 61/235 Fr. Albuquerque, NM 
37 Simon, James 5-7/180 So. San Diego, CA 90 Williams, B.J. 63/250 Jr Aurora, CO 
23 Sullivan, Brandon §-11/205 dr. Poway,CA LINEBACKERS HT/WI CL HOMETOWN 
RECEIVERS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 44 Andrews, Rob 6-2/225 Fr. Pleasanton, CA 
80 Brown, Vincent 60/185 Jr. Rancho Cucamonga,CA 54 Barksdale, Demetrius  6-3/200 So. San Diego, CA 
17 Deakin, Doug 60/185 dr. Oak Park, CA 9 Burris, Miles 6-2/245 So. Granite Bay, CA 
11 Kohn, Brandon 5-11/200 dr Fairfield,CA 16 Finkel, Bryan 6-2/225 Sr. South Tahoe, CA 
87 Nicholas, Javier 60/185 dr. Oceanside,CA 50 Gordert, Chris 6-0/230 Fr. Honolulu, HI 
1 Sampson, DeMarco 6-2/210 Sr. Chula Vista,CA 31. Ketchum, Logan 63/215 So. Oak Park, CA 
4 Sandifer, Dominique 60/180 Fr. Gardena,CA 35. Laolagi, Luke 61/230 Sr. Reseda, CA 
19 Toledo, Jon 63/215 Sr. Encinitas,CA 34 Milling, Jerry 5-10/230 Sr. Palmdale, CA 
18 Wallace, Roberto 6-4/215 St. Oceanside,CA 99 Preston, Andrew 61/225 dr Centennial, CO 
3 Wesley, Mekell 510/175 St Chandler, AZ 51 Sensabaugh, Isaac 6-0/190 Jr. Long Beach, CA 
TIGHT ENDS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 40 Shapiro, Zachary 6-2/250 Sr. Claremont, CA 
41 DeMartinis, Tony 65/260 Sr Sun Valley,CA 33 Shumate, Colin 62/225 Fr. Las Vegas, NV 
89 Hewitt, Hunter 65/230 Fr. Lafayette,CA 57 Watters, Willie 6-2/240 dr. Englewood, CO 
85 Shields, Dv. 6-4/230 Fr. Bonita,CA 52 Yarbrough, Marcus 6-2/245 dr San Diego, CA 
Serie 7g om eeseedces MT ck HOMETOWN 
2% i 32 Camarda, Vincent 6-2/195 So. San Diego, CA 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT CL HOMETOWN — }3 Davis, Brandon 6-2/185 So, Oakland, CA 
67 Aken-Moleta, Ikaika —6-2/305 Sr. Kapolei, HI 24. Edwards, Kwincy 511/165 Sr Palmdale, CA 
60 Draheim, Tommie 6-4/285 So. Lakeside,CA 4) Fantroy, Martrell 61/215 Ur Las Vegas, NV 
68 Embernate, Nik 6-4/285 Fr. Yucaipa, CA A ear 
ab i 9/3 1 Gregorio, Andy 59/195 Ur. Rolling Hills, CA 
76 Emosi, Uaita 6-2/350 Ft Norwalk,CA 5 Hemmings, Dey Juan  5-11/195 Jr San Bernardino, CA 
73 Farr, Kellen 67/320 So. Mesa, AZ 
hi : 4 Horn, Romeo 6-0/185 ur. Fresno, CA 
75 Grassilli, Leo 63/280 So. Woodbridge, VA . 
> 30 Lewis, Darryn 59/165 dr. Elk Grove, CA 
79. Gunther, Kurtis 6-8/280 So. Camarillo, CA 0.4 
29. Mack, Derek 59/175 dr. Miami, FL 
50 Iosefa, Trask 60/315 dr Ewa Beach, HI > Mauldin, Davi 510/175 5S eta 
7. Johnson, Alec 63/310 Fr Denver,CO co me enon Raion z= aa 2 
74 Matamua, Mike 6-4/305 So. Kapolei, HI 5 Opies neh aes Tomes 
78 Milholland, Brian 66/300 Fr San Diego, cA 210 OBrien, Jos 64/210 de Del Mat, CA 
51. Miller, Jimmy 63/290 Fr, Denver,cO 15 Perez, Jose 61/180 de Oceanside, CA 
62. Nelson, Peter 6-5/285 Sr. St. Charles, IL 42 Sandford, Nick 6-2/210 Sr. Orange, CA 
69. Quinones, Erik 63/305 Fr Canyontake,ca 17 Wade, Josh 0/175 Fr. San Diego, CA 
72. Rische, Tom 6-4/320 Ur. Fresno, CA 43 Williams, Ross 63/200 Fr. R. Santa Margarita, CA 
53 Rivera, Emilio 6-4/330 So. Sylmar, CA SPECIALISTS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 
11. Shankte, Denwian 62/310 Sr Laguna Niguel, CA” 58 Brewer, Aaron(ls) 65/210 So. Fullerton, CA 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT CL HOMETOWN — 29. Shields, Bryan (K/P) 61/190 Jr Bonita, CA 
49 Autele, J.J. 6-1/240 So. Waipahu, HI 14 Stahovich, Brian(P/K)  6-0/180 So. Solana Beach, CA 
63. Gibbs, Larry 6-0/230 Jr. Riverside,CA 88 Yoshida, Lane (K) §-10/195 Sr. Pinole, CA 
2009 SIGNEES 
Marcus Andrews S 60 175 Los Angeles, CA Preston King CB 5-10 175  R. Santa Margarita, CA 
Nat Berhe S 5-10 160 Colton, CA Gabe Lemon CB 5-10 175 Orange, CA 
Jake Bernards QB 6-5 200 Valencia, CA Colin Lockett CB 6-0 165 Diamond Bar, CA 
Aarein Booker CB 6-0 185 SanBernardino,CA Leon McFadden WR 5-10 165 Bellflower, CA 
Brandon Chambers WR 6-1 185 San Diego, CA Anthony Miller RB 6-0 220 Dallas, TX 
Jacob Driver LB 6-2 210 Carlsbad, CA Colton Morrison QB 6-5 197 Oceanside, CA 
Gavin Escobar TE 6-6 210 R.SantaMargarita,CA Osmond Nicholas WR 6-3 192 Oceanside, CA 
Ronnie Hillman RB 5-10 175 La Habra, CA Eric Pinkins S$ 63 177 Sacramento, CA 
Marven Jones WR 6-4 205 San Diego, CA Khalid Stevens S 5-11 200 Pacific Palisades, CA 
Walter Kazee RB 5-9 175 SanBernardino,CA Nick Tenhaeff LB 6-2 205 Atascadero, CA 


The Aztecs signed 20 players, and eight of them are defensive backs. The program needs an influx of cornerbacks and 
safeties to be able to play defensive coordinator Rocky Long’s preferred 3-3-5 alignment. San Diego State signed four 
corners and four safeties with safety Nat Berhe appearing to have a good chance of playing immediately. Linebacker 
Jacob Driver was one of the top defensive players in San Diego County as a high school senior and has a good chance 
of being an impact player down the line. Offensively, San Diego State added four receivers and three running backs with 
tailback Anthony Miller of Dallas being the best of the bunch. Miller is the lone recruit not from the state of California. 
The Aztecs didn’t recruit any offensive or defensive linemen. They also didn’t sign any junior college recruits because 
of the lateness of Hoke’s hiring. 


Sept. 5 atUCLA 


Sept. 12 Southern Utah 


Sept. 19 atIdaho 


Sept. 26 atAirForce 
Oct. 3 New Mexico State 


Oct. 17 BYU 


Oct. 24 at Colorado State 
Oct. 31 New Mexico 


Nov. 7 TCU 


Nov. 14 Wyoming 


Nov. 21 atUtah— 


Nov. 28 at UNLV 


HEAD COACH: BRADY HOKE 
RECORD AT SCHOOL: FIRST SEASON 


CAREER RECORD: 34-38 (6 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Al BORGES 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: ROCKY LONG 
LOCATION: SAN DIEGO, CALIF. 


STADIUM: QUALCOMM STADIUM (54,000) 


RECORD: (2-10, 1-7) 
DATE OPPONENT 


| Aug. 30 Cal Poly 


Sept. 6 at Notre Dame 


Sept.13 at San Jose State 


Sept.27 Idaho 

Oct. 4 atTCU 

Oct. 11 Air Force 
Oct. 18 at New Mexico 
Oct. 25 Colorado State 
Nov. 1 atWyoming 
Nov. 8 atBYU 

Nov. 15 Utah 

Nov. 22 UNLV 


RESULT 


L 


L 
L 
Ww 
L 
L 
L 
L 
L 
L 
L 
Ww 


SCORE 
27-29 
13-21 
10-35 
45-17 

7-41 
10-35 

7-70 
34-38 
10-35 
12-41 
14-63 
42-21 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


PASSING ATT COMP YDS 
Ryan Lindley 427 242 2,653 
Drew Westling 56 27 206 
RUSHING AlT YDS AVG 
Atiyyah Henderson120 490 4.1 
Brandon Sullivan 48 185 3.9 
RECEIVING REC YDS AVG 
Vincent Brown 64 631 9.9 
Atiyyah Henderson 36 228 6.3 
Darren Mougey 34 437 12.9 
Roberto Wallace 31 405 13.1 


i) 
16 
0 


TD 


INT 
9 
2 


Kicking: Lane Yoshida, 8-12 FGs, 27-29 XPs, 


51 points 


Tackles: Russell Allen, 107; Corey Boudreaux, 101 


Sacks: B.J. Williams, 3.5 


Interceptions: Two players tied with 2 


Returning Players in Bold 
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PREDICTION 


hen fifth-year San Jose State coach Dick Tomey says his team is playing 
a “very ambitious” non-conference schedule in 2009, he isn’t kidding. 
The Spartans open the season at defending Rose Bowl champion USC 
at the Coliseum. As if that’s not enough, they return home the following 
week to host defending Sugar Bowl champ Utah at Spartan Stadium. Two BCS bowl 
game winners in two weeks. It doesn’t get much tougher than that. 

Oh, yeah. San Jose State also plays at Bay Area rival Stanford and hosts pesky Cal 
Poly, a team that won at San Diego State last year, in its final “tune-up” for Western Ath- 
letic Conference play. 

“We'll find out a lot about ourselves early,” Tomey says. “I think playing outstand- 
ing teams that your players have a lot of respect for gets you better. We look forward to 
the challenge. It should get us ready for what figures to be a very rigorous conference 
schedule.” 

With 11 returning starters and 53 lettermen back from a 6-6 squad, the Spartans 
have, on paper, a team that could make a legitimate postseason run ... if they can sur- 
vive their hellish pre-conference slate. 

“We have a lot of returning lettermen, a lot of guys who have game experience,” 
Tomey says. “I think that will serve us well. We're looking forward to seeing who peo- 
ple are on the field now, not who they were.” 

A big key will be avoiding the injury bug that 
ended up decimating the team down the 
stretch. “In 2006, when we won nine games 
and went to a bowl game, we lost only one guy 
to injury,” Tomey says. “Last year we lost 16. 
That's huge for any program.” 


The Spartans allowed only nine 
passing touchdowns in 2008. 
Their overall pass defense 
(170.3 yards per game) ranked 
10th in the nation. 


QUARTERBACKS Senior Kyle Reed, one of only seven quarterbacks in school history 
to complete at least 60 percent of his passes in a season (64.0 percent), returns as the 
starter. The Cal transfer was slowed by a pulled groin and bruised tailbone at the end 
of 2008, when he averaged 136.9 yards per game in total offense. Assuming Reed can 
stay healthy, the Spartans should see improvement on offense, after finishing last sea- 
son ranked 106th in the nation in scoring. Tomey is also high on junior Jordan La Secla, 
who performed well in spring drills, and seniors Myles Eden and Chad Bozzo. “We've 
got a very competitive situation at quarterback,” Tomey says. 


RUNNING BACKS The Spartans averaged only 86.7 rushing yards per game in 2008, 
which placed them 115th in the nation. On top of that, they must replace All-WAC 
running back Yonus Davis. But they got a big boost in that department with the return 
of senior Patrick Perry after two years, following a serious knee injury. Perry scored 
nine touchdowns and averaged 4.2 yards per carry while becoming one of the stars of 
the 2006 New Mexico Bow! championship team. Tomey says Perry was running the 
ball “better than ever” in the spring, when he emerged as a team leader. “I’m very im- 
pressed with what Patrick Perry has done,” Tomey says. “He’s coming off of a serious 
injury for a running back. He's done a terrific job of showing he can be a big help. I 
think he’s further along than he was two years ago, when he was our second-leading 
rusher and a big part of our football team.” The Spartans are also expecting big things 
from Lamon Muldrow, a two-time junior college All-American who rushed for 2,915 
yards and scored 44 touchdowns over two seasons. Returnees Brandon Rutley and 


Chris Reese provide depth. 


RECEIVERS Tomey says this group will be one of his deepest since he arrived in 2005 
— and that’s even without David Richmond, the team’s leading receiver a year ago. 
Richmond was a second-team All-WAC pick who finished third in the league in both 
receptions (72) and receiving yards (832). One reason for optimism is the return of 
senior Kevin Jurovich, a second team All-WAC pick in 2007, when he set a school sin- 
gle-season record for receptions with 85. He had 15 catches in nwo games in 2008 be- 
fore missing the rest of the season with mononucleosis. “He does a lot of things that can 
help any football team,” Tomey says. “So, were glad he’s back.” Sophomore Michael 
Avila caught 20 passes last season and figures to be a key cog at this position. Junior 
wideout Jalal Beauchman and senior tight end Terrance Williams have each caught at 
least 20 passes in a season before. They'll be joined by 6'4" wide receiver Marquis Avery, 
a highly touted junior college transfer. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN What once was a glaring weakness now figures to be a strength 
for the Spartans. No fewer than six linemen who have started at least 10 games in their 
career return, including four starters from last year’s squad. “We're very optimistic about 
this group,” Tomey says. “Most of them started as true freshmen two years ago, and now 
they have two years of experience under their belts. We also have a lot more depth 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


With 11 returning starters and an amazing 
30 seniors on the roster, this could be Dick 
Tomey’s finest and deepest team in his five 
years in Silicon Valley. The key for the Spar- 
tans, besides avoiding the ugly rash of in- 
juries that derailed last season’s run at a 
bowl game, will be finding suitable replace- 
ments at corner for standouts Coye Fran- 
cies and Christopher Owens and developing 
an effective ground game. San Jose State 
rushed for a grand total of two yards com- 
bined in its final three games of 2008 and 
managed only 59 rushing first downs for 
the season en route to a 6-6 finish. The 
non-conference schedule is brutal, begin- 
ning with a date at USC, a visit from Utah 
and a trip to Stanford. It’s tough in league 
play as well. The Spartans must play on the 
road against perennial conference cham- 
pion Boise State, in-state rival Fresno State 
and a Louisiana Tech squad that manhan- 
dled them 21-0 at Spartan Stadium last 
season. Still, if the Spartans can survive 
their brutal September schedule physically 
and spring an upset or two along the way, 
they have the talent and experience to make 
a strong run at another upper-echelon WAC 
finish and perhaps even a bowl game. 


KEY SPARTANS 

Carl Ihenacho, DE The 6'3", 245-pound 
senior has 13 career sacks as well as a 
younger brother who’s pretty good, too. 
Duke Ihenacho,S Whether he plays at 
linebacker or in the secondary, he’s a key 
to the Spartans’ defensive success. 
Kevin Jurovich, WR His return froma 
bout with mono makes the Spartans’ re- 
ceiving corps among the best in the WAC. 


KEY LOSSES 

Jarron Gilbert, DT Ball-carriers often 
found it impossible to escape the backfield 
before Gilbert got to them. 

Coye Francies, CB His 69 tackles and 
three interceptions will be hard to replace. 
Yonus Davis, RB San Jose State’s offense 
sputtered badly after he went down with 
an ankle injury. 
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there.” Leading the way is junior guard Ailao Eliapo, a former defensive lineman who is tough and 
athletic; senior right tackle Jon Moreno, a former walk-on who could challenge for all-conference 
honors; and steady senior center Ronnie Castillo. Junior tackle Fred Koloto, who started two years 
ago as a freshman, also returns from a back injury. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN ‘Two full-time starters return up front, but one loss was a big one — All- 
WAC defensive tackle Jarron Gilbert, who led the nation in tackles for a loss with 22 (for 116 
yards), tying a WAC single-season record. He also had 21.5 career sacks. Still, the Spartans, who 
allowed only 21.6 points per game last season, should field one of the conference's top lines. Sen- 
ior defensive end Carl [henacho was a second-team All-WAC pick and was leading the nation in 
sacks with seven in seven games before dislocating and breaking his thumb. “He's as good a player 
as we've had since I’ve been here,” Tomey says. Senior tackle Adonis Davis and senior end Mo- 


hamed Marah also return. 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (5) 


WR 
WR 
WR 
iT 
LG 


6 Kevin Jurovich (Sr.) 
88 Jalal Beauchman (ur.) 
9 Marquis Avery (ur) 
66 John Konye (Jr) 
72 Isaac Leatiota (ur.) 


4 Michael Avila (So.) 
83 Khalil Paden (So.) 
1 Josh Harrison (So.) 
65 Fred Koloto (So.) 
71 Nathaniel Timo (Sr.) 


LINEBACKERS All three starters re- 
turn from a unit that could rank at or 
near the top in the conference. How- 
ever, the headliner will play more of a 
safety position this year. That's junior Duke 
Ihenacho, a first-team All-WAC pick who led 


the league with five interceptions, including 


C 79 Ronnie Castillo (Sr) 70 Robbie Reed (Jr) two returned for touchdowns. Senior Justin 
oe NE M8 75, Steve Lightsy (Sc) Cole was a second-team All-WAC pick after 
RT 59 Jon Moreno (Sr.) 78 Andres Vargas (So.) Rapin hve Scksand Ginsior td 
* gging five sacks and tying for the league lead 

i aoe eae (Sr) e Rees un with three fumble recoveries. Senior Travis 

ve . ; Jones, who led the team with 72 tackles, also 
BN teu es) 2S aoe) returns, and 2007 starter Ryno Gonzalez has 
DEFENSE (6) recovered from a foot injury. 
DE 26 Mohamed Marah (Sr.) 98 Liam Smith (Sr.) 
DT 99 Justin Willis (Sr. 92 Pablo Garcia (So.) DEFENSIVE BACKS Standout corners Coye 
DT_96 Adonis Davis (Sr) 94 Kalvin Cressel (Sr) Francies and Christopher Owens were both se- 


DE 


95 Carl thenacho (Sr.) 
48 Ryno Gonzalez (ur) 


91 Joe Nigos (So.) 
45 John Smith (Sr) 


lected in the 2009 NFL Draft, which means 
they were both very good players — and they 


LB 14 Travis Jones (Sr.) 56 Braden Storaasli (ur) Manis ibe: backs niwe sophomores Peyton 
oe I A Be Pope) Festa Thompson ad Alex Germany, are he front- 
s : Pa Teeotea 30 Sento runners to replace them, although Tomey 
S 2 Duke Ihenacho (Jr) 40 Tiuke Tuipulotu (So.) didn’t rule out giving junior Devin Newsome, 
S 24 Devin Newsome (Jr) 25 Tanner Burns (So,) a starter at safety last year, a shot at corner. 
a Brandon Driver, a highly rated junior college 
: eariscaien sae Heard le Gal transfer, also figures to get a good look at a cor- 
ler Coy ¥ randon Ruvey (50., Alth h Th P dG . 

P 35 Philip Zavala (Sr) PR 6 Kevin Jurovich (Sr) aa geet aks ease ta pe einer 


gathered playing time last season, neither has 
started a game and there may be a few growing 
pains from this group in the early going. Duke 


Ihenacho’s move to safety should help make this one of the WAC’s better secondaries again. 


SPECIALISTS Senior Philip Zavala returns at punter after averaging 36.6 yards on 76 attempts, 
including 20 that landed inside the 20. The Spartans must replace erratic placekicker Jared 
Strubeck, who connected on 13-of-22 field goals and was just 23-of-26 on extra points. Sophomore 
Tyler Cope, a transfer from Colorado who had a 46-yard field goal in a spring scrimmage, will bat- 
tle incoming freshman Harrison Waid for that spot. The departed Davis was the team’s top punt 
returner until he hurt his ankle a year ago, but Rutley is back after averaging 26.7 yards on 28 
kickoff returns last year. 


SCOUTING THE SPARTANS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP SAN JOSE STATE “These guys could be a surprise this year because nobody 
is talking about them. I really like what they have done the last few years in building that de- 
fense. They are pretty sound in what they do and you expect that with Dick Tomey running the 
show. ... Their defense is not lights-out, but they are good enough in what they do to keep them 
in ball games. ... The big question for them is finding an offense, and they have to find a quarter- 
back. It is almost like a broken record because everyone in the league needs to find a quarter- 
back except Nevada and Boise State. But I can’t remember the last time San Jose State had a 
good solid three-year starter at quarterback. They need to find a couple solid high school prod- 
ucts and groom them and get some consistency under center. That’s what their offense is lack- 
ing. The other key for them is getting their jucos up to speed as soon as possible. Make no 
mistake, this team has talent. But sometimes it takes too long to get four-year transfers and juco 
transfers to mesh.” 


158 


OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


No day for rest San Jose State will play 
its first Sunday game in exactly 67 years 
when its hosts Nevada at Spartan Sta- 
dium on Nov. 8 in a game to be televised 
by ESPN. The Spartans shut out San Diego 
State in 1942 on that same date in their 
last Sunday contest. 


New turf to protect Spartan Stadium, 
which could become quite a quagmire 
when it rained, has a new playing surface. 
Field Turf was installed in the 76-year-old 
stadium during the spring semester. 


Oh, brother! ESPN.com ranked San Jose 
State’s returning All-WAC defensive end 
Carl Ihenacho and safety Duke Ihenacho 
as the 10th-best single-season brother 
act in college football history for their 
play in the 2008 season. 


New direction The Spartans hired Terry 
Malley as the team’s new quarterback 
coach and playcaller, replacing Marcus Ar- 
royo, who left to become Wyoming's of- 
fensive coordinator. Malley was a head 
coach at Santa Clara and also the offen- 
sive coordinator of the San Jose Saber- 
Cats of the Arena Football League. 
Offensive line coach Steve Morton is 
listed as the team’s offensive coordinator. 


RISING STAR 


Marquis Avery is 
a well-built target 
(6'4", 205) who is 
expected to give 
the Spartans’ 
passing game a 
lift. He caught 88 
passes over two 
years while earn- 
ing junior college 
All-America hon- 
ors at Fullerton 
(Calif.) College. He could start right 
away. 
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Angeles Crenshaw wide receiver Noel Grigsby. Tomey could have signed more prospects but decided to use those schol- 
arships to reward walk-ons already in the program. The Spartans focused on signing linemen and defensive backs. They 
also filled some immediate needs with three junior college signings, led by wide receiver Marquis Avery, running back 
Lamon Muldrow and cornerback Brandon Driver. Avery and Muldrow both enrolied in January and took part in spring 
drills. “We signed three junior college transfers that are three of the better ones in the country,” Tomey says. The Spar- 
tans also signed an athletic quarterback, Dasmen Stewart (6'3", 205) of Oxnard (Calif.) High School, to groom for the 
future. Placekicker Harrison Waid could contribute immediately. 


Terrance Williams 22 


Sept. 5 atUSC 
QUARTERBACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 94 _Cressel, Kalvin 6-4/282 Sr. Los Angeles, CA ; 
5 Bozzo, Chad 6-0/215 Sr Salinas, CA 96 Davis, Adonis 61/295 Sr Los Angeles, CA Sept. 12 Utah 
11. Eden, Myles 61/205 Sr CanyonLake,CA 92 Garcia, Pablo 6-2/290 So. San Jose, CA Sept. 19 at Stanford 
12 La Secla, Jordan 6-3/198 Jr  NewhburyPark,CA 95 Thenacho, Carl 6-3/245 Sr. Carson, CA ———— 
7 Reed, Kyle 63/215 Sr Oakland,CA 26 Marah, Mohamed 6-0/242 St San Jose, CA Sept. 26 Cal Poly : 
RUNNING BACKS HWE CL = HOMETOWN. = & Meadows, Judd et lla yea. Oct. 10 Idaho 
40 Garces, Marcos 5-10/176 So. San Jose, CA 91 Nigos, Joe 62/260 “So. Sanivose cA > ete 
A i 50 Pugh, Tracy 64/235 Fr. Chino Hills, CA Oct. 17 at Fresno State 
33. Hunsucker, Dominique 5-9/194 dr. San Jose, CA 67 Ro N 60/25 J South Gate, CA 
39 Island, Cameron 59/187 dr Oakland, CA deat Mlle E es Oct. 31. atBoise State 
: a 64 Salimu, Abasi 65/245 Fr. Los Angeles, CA = 
41 Knight, Phillip 61/225 Sr. Long Beach, CA 98 Smith, Li 65/250 S Gatos. CA 
22. Muldrow, Lamon 5:9/210 dr Pittsburg, CA Oo Sra ay ee a age Nov. 8 Nevada 
21 Perry, Patrick 5-10/205 Sr. Lawndale, CA PS tad, Nov. 14 at Utah State 
28 Reese, Chris 59/205 Sr EastPaloAlto,CA © LINEBACKERS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN : — ————_——— 
46 Rodriguez, Raymond 61/265 Fr. Boyle Heights,CA + 59. Buchol, Eric 61/225 Sr San Francisco, CA Nov. 21 Hawaii 
15. Rutley, Brandon 510/180 So. Martinez,CA 93 Cole, Justin 63/240 Sr. Chino Hills, CA NTT = 
15 Corbell, Au. 60/190 Fr Scotts Valley, CA Nov. 28 New Mexico State 
RECEIVERS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN : %3 1s 
i i 32 Festejo, Pompey 60/200 ur Benicia, CA Dec. 5  atLouisianaTech 
9 Avery, Marquis 6-4/205 dr. Anaheim, CA ; 
ene 48 Gonzalez, Ryno 61/215 ur. Loomis, CA 
4 Avila, Michael 5-9/165 So. Seaside, CA : 
14 Jones, Travis 61/220 Sr Atascadero, CA 
88 Beauchman, Jalal 6-4/220 dr. San Jose, CA SA, 
1 Harrison, dosh 511/183. So Oxnard, ca “2 Uaina, Ina alee Oxnard, CA 
81 Horan-Walker. Patrick 64/215 dr Salinas? cx 13 ONeal, Kyler 60/213 So. Oakland, CA HEAD COACH: DICK TOMEY 
f . 44 ONeill, Wade 61/225 So. Chino Hills, CA RECORD AT SCHOOL: 23-25 (4 YEARS) 
84 Johnson, Jordan 5-10/175 Fr. Pleasanton, CA 57 Scicli, Charles 60/223 Fe. Thousand Pal 
6 durovich, Kevin 60/183 Sr San Jose, CA nck aha teen aan CAREER RECORD: 181-135-7 (28 YEARS) 
83 Paden, Khalil 61/165 So, Chatsworth,CA 4 pli ae aah? i debe sca. OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: STEVE MORTON 
86 Reyes, Andrew 6-1/180 So. Salinas, CA 56 Storaasii, Braden 60/213 Jr Kapolei, HI DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: KEITH BURNS 
TIGHT ENDS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN — 49 Woodlief, Justin 63/240 dr. Santa Cruz,cA ~~ LOCATION: SAN JOSE, CALIF. 
85. Harris, Julian 6-2/250 Sr. Salinas, CA DEFENSIVE BACKS HVT CL HOMETOWN | STADIUM: SPARTAN STADIUM (30,456) | 
18 Moosa, A.J. 6-0/205 So. Winnetka, CA 4 { 
; 7 Atkins, Jay 60/185 Jr. San Jose, CA —_——-~- 
82 Otten, Ryan 65/215 Fr. Loomis, CA : 
4 ‘ : 38 Belotti, Vince 6-2/215 de Los Gatos, CA 
80 Valencia, Avelino 65/250 dr. Anaheim, CA 95 Burns, Tanner 61/185 So San Jose, CA 
3. Williams, Terrance 65/220 Sr. Miami, FL 59 Carter, Austin 510/180 se GonienaiA 2008 RESULTS 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 5 Germany, Alex 5-9/160 So. Palm Desert, CA 
63 Albassam, Amar 63/315 So. LaJolla,CA 2 Thenacho, Duke 61/200 dr. Carson, CA RECORD: (6-6, 4-4) 
TiN ast, Born 60/292 Sr. Santa Fe Springs, CA 3, Johnson, Ralph 510/175 So. Oakland,CA ss DATE ~=—- OPPONENT RESULT SCORE 
73. Eliapo, Ailao 6-2/320 Jr. S.SanFrancisco,CA 36 Maher, Colin 61/192 Sr Morgan Hill, CA : . . 

62 Fauleoner,Garrett 67/360 St. Anaheim,CA 31 Manzares,Gustavo «58/185 St. SanFrancisco,ca -«»-«-AU9-30. California-Davis w 13-10 
? by re ee fi hese 24 Newsome, Devin 5-10/165 Jr NorthHighlands, CA Sept. 6 at Nebraska L 12-35 
Koloto, Fre Ir. Ito,CA 27. Ring, Billy 5-8/185 Sr. Portola Valley, CA : = 
66 Konye, John 6-4/270 Jr Hermosa Beach,CA 23 Schuman, Louis 6-0/200 Fr. Vallejo, CA pe ged Na hora ~. Socal 
72 Leatiota, Isaac 6-4/295 dr. Sunnyvale,CA 16 Taylor, Evan 60/192 Fr San Diego, CA Sept.20 at Stanford L 10-23 
75 Lightsy, Steve 6-4/370 Sr. Hauula, HI 19 Thompson, Peyton 5-11/170 So. Granite Bay, CA Sept.28 at Hawaii WwW 20-17 

59 Moreno, Jon 6-4/280 Sr. Whittie, CA 40. Tuipulotu, Tiuke 5-10/185 So. Menlo Park, CA 4 

61 Quessenberry David — 65/245 Fr Carlsbad, CA 37, Walker, Antonio 58/175 So. SanBernardino,ca | Oct. 11 Utah State We aes 

70 Reed, Robbie 63/290 dr. Claremont, CA speciaLisTs HI/WT CL HOMETOWN Oct. 18 at New Mexico State W 31-14 

es We alee ee = eet 34 Cope, Tyler (K) 61/180 So. Portland, OR ’ Oct. 24 Boise State L 16-33 

S85; AEP 2 23, Johnson, Will (K) 58/180 Sr. Ridgecrest, CA 

60))Zorn, Ben 63/270 Fr Berkeley,CA 16 Pourfallah, Shaheen (K) 511/200 So. San Diego, CA Nov. 1 at Idaho W 30-24 

DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT CL HOMETOWN — 51. Wigley, Matt (LS) 6-2/230 Sr. Stockton, CA Nov. 8 Louisiana Tech L 0-21 

53 Abbott, Vincent 6-0/225 So. Long Beach,CA 35 Zavala, Philip (P) 61/200 Sr. San Bruno, CA 4 

55 Brown, Keenan 63/245 Fr SanBernardino, CA Nov. 15.-at Nevada - Val 
Nov. 21 Fresno State L 10-24 

2009 SIGNEES 2008 

Marquis Avery WR 6-4 205 Anaheim, CA Lamon Muldrow RB 5-9 210 Pittsburg, CA ; o i 2 TS 

Pierce Burton DL 6-6 250  Sacramento,CA James Orth ATH 6-2 190 Modesto, CA | PASSING ATT COMP) =YDS 1D INT 

Brandon Driver CB 6-0 185 Baltimore, MD Amar Pal OL 6-4 275 Santa Monica, CA Kyle Reed 253 162 1,563 9 6 

Noel Grigsby ATH 5-10170 Los Angeles, CA basi Salimu DE 6-5 245 Los Angeles, CA Sean Flynn 63 32 29 0 1 

Reuben Hasani C 63 280  LosAngeles,CA Jason Simpson DB 6-0 200 Redwood City, CA Myles Eden 61 38 452 2 5 

Chris Hill CB 5-9 175 Carson,CA  Dasmen Stewart QB 6-3 205 Oxnard, CA RUSHING ATT YDS AVG 1D 

Travis Johnson ATH 6-3 235 San Jose, CA Avelino Valencia TE 6-5 260 Fullerton, CA Yonus Davis 120 558 47 3 

Ryan Jones OL 6-3 275 SanFrancisco,CA Harrison Waid K 6-1 175 Sunnyvale, CA Brandon Rutley 79 356 4.5 3 

- i ley, ie Yell DB 5-9 iego, 

Anthony Larceval DT 6-1 265 Spring Valley, CA — Ronnie Ye 165 San Diego, CA RECEIVING REC YDS AVG 1D 

The Spartans, who used to live and die with junior college recruits before Dick Tomey took over, continued their prac- David Richmond LEN S32 AT ON 7 

tice of recruiting primarily high school players. Fourteen of their 18 signings were from the prep ranks, including Los Jeff Clark 24 168 7.0 1 


288 13.1 2 


Kicking: Jared Strubeck, 13-22 FGs, 23-26 XPs, 


62 points 


Tackles: Travis Jones, 72; Coye Francies, 69 
Sacks: Jarron Gilbert, 9.5; Carl Ihenacho, 7 
Interceptions: Duke Ihenacho, 5; Coye Francies, 3 
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PREDICTION 


ong-suffering UNLV football fans can only hope there is something to the 
adage that patience is a virtue. It has been nine long years since the Rebels last 
appeared in a bowl game, crushing Arkansas, 31-14, in the 2000 Las Vegas 
Bowl. 

It appeared that drought might finally end last year when the Rebels jumped off to 
a surprising 3-1 start, including back-to-back overtime wins over No, 15-rated Ari- 
zona State and lowa State, But a five-game losing streak that included a trio of heart- 
breaking, fourth quarter losses was too much for Mike Sanford’s squad to overcome, and 
the Rebels finished with a losing record (5-7) for the fifth straight season. 

Still, UNLV athletic director Mike Hamrick saw enough evidence that the program 
was headed in the right direction. Sanford, just 11-36 in four seasons since taking over 
for legendary John Robinson, was awarded a three-year contract extension after the sea- 
son. 

Sanford has a veteran squad that returns 12 starters, including quarterback Omar 
Clayton and standout wide receiver Ryan Wolfe. And with a favorable schedule that fea- 
tures seven home games, this figures to be UNLV’s best opportunity to return to a bowl 
game in years. 

“We took some significant steps forward last year in building this program,” Sanford 
says. “Now we have to take the next step and become a winning team.” 


QUARTERBACKS The cupboard is no longer 


bare at this key position. Clayton had an out- SANCHO Lessee In 

; : : 2008, which tied New 
standing 18-to-4 touchdown-to-interception Mexico. forlastinithe 
ratio in nine games last season and engineered Mountain West. 


the dramatic overtime comeback at Arizona State. 

His sophomore season was cut short by a knee injury, but Clayton is expected to be 
ready for the fall. Sophomore Mike Clausen, who won two of his three starts when 
Clayton went down and was the unofficial MVP of the spring game, is a talented 
backup who also figures to see some action, And undersized walk-on Les Obie (5'9", 
180) caused his share of headaches for the first-team defense with his scrambling in 
spring drills. “I’m excited about our passing game,” Sanford says. “I feel like we have a 


') No. 1 and No. 1-A situation at quarterback with Omar at No. 1 and Mike at 1-A.” 


Highly touted true freshman Caleb Herring, who led his high school team to back-to- 
back undefeated seasons and was the object of a strong late recruiting push from Ore- 
gon, will likely redshirt. 


RUNNING BACKS Finding a replacement for powerful two-year starter Frank “The 
Tank” Summers will be one of the first orders of business when fall camp starts. There 
will be no shortage of candidates. Sophomore C.J. Cox, who rushed for 191 yards 
last season, redshirt freshman Imari Thompson, senior Chris Brogdon and junior 
Channing Trotter all had their moments in spring practice, but no clear-cut No. 1 

emerged. True freshman speedster Bradley Randle is also expected to be a key factor 
in the battle when he arrives over the summer. “Obviously, we're going to miss Frank 

Summers and the tremendous physicality he brought to the position,” Sanford says. 

“We have a pretty wide-open situation at running back, and that battle will continue 

into fall camp.” 


RECEIVERS Despite the graduation of dependable Casey Flair, you would be 

hard-pressed to find a better or deeper group of receivers in the Mountain West 

Conference than this one. Wolfe, who had 88 receptions and posted UNLV’s 

first 1,000-yard season since 1994, is the league’s top returning wide receiver and 
an All-America candidate. The senior already holds UNLV’s career marks for catches 
(209), receiving yards (2,735) and 100-yard games (10). “He catches the ball really well 
in traffic and does a great job getting vertical after the catch,” says Sanford, who previ- 
ously coached first-round NFL Draft picks Keyshawn Johnson, Curtis Conway and 
Johnnie Morton. “He's a tough receiver with really strong hands.” Sophomore Phillip 
Payne, who had 29 catches and seven touchdowns in only nine games, and 6'5" senior 
Rodelin Anthony return to give Rebel quarterbacks two large targets in Sanford’s shot- 
gun spread attack. Sophomore Michael Johnson, one of the fastest players on offense, 
also returns, 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN This unit has steadily improved each year under Sanford, 
and barring a rash of injuries, it figures to be a team strength. Junior left tackle Matt 
Murphy and senior right guard Joe Hawley both are two-year starters who should vie 
for all-conference honors, as should junior right tackle Evan Marchal. Junior center 
John Gianninoto started five games last season and impressed the coaches during 
spring drills. What might keep this unit from measuring up are the left guard spot, 
where junior Ramsey Feagai and redshirt freshman Sean Tesoro are competing, and a 


UNLV’s defense allowed 


wey - = 
OMAR CLArTOn pm 
fees 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE REBELS 


The Rebels were close to turning the corner 
in 2008, losing in the final 10 seconds at 
Colorado State and dropping nail-biters to 
both Air Force and BYU. If they had pulled 
out just one of those contests, they would 
have been eligible to accept their first post- 
season bid since 2000. With 12 returning 
starters and another strong recruiting class 
in tow, UNLV is in position to make a move 
up the MWC standings. The passing attack, 
led by underrated quarterback Omar Clay- 
ton and receiver Ryan Wolfe, has the po- 
tential to be one of the best on the West 
Coast. The key will be finding an able re- 
placement at tailback for Frank “The Tank” 
Summers and avoiding injury on a solid but 
thin offensive line. Defensively, the Rebels 


brought in a number of talented newcomers 
to try to fix a secondary that struggled badly 


at times in 2008, The front seven, led by 
linebackers Jason Beauchamp and Starr 
Fuimaono and tackles Malo Taumua and 
Martin Tevaseu, can match up physically 
with any MWC team. UNLV plays seven 
games at home, including its first three 
games of the season. A strong start in Sep- 
tember could go a long way toward snap- 
ping the Rebels’ bow! drought. 


KEY REBELS 

Ryan Wolfe, WR A two-time first-team all- 
conference receiver, the first ever in UNLV 
history. 

Omar Clayton, QB A former walk-on who 
appears fully recovered from a knee injury 
that cost him the final three games of ’08. 
Jason Beauchamp, LB He leads one of 
the league’s strongest and deepest line- 
backing units from his weak-side spot. 


KEY LOSSES 

Frank Summers, RB Finding an adequate 
replacement for “The Tank” is one of the 
keys to the Rebels’ season. 

Casey Flair, WR The former walk-on 
caught a pass in a school-record 47 con- 
secutive games. 

Dack Ishii, P Averaged a solid 39.7 yards 
per attempt, including 16 inside the 20. 
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lack of experienced backups. “The main concern I would have on offense right now is the depth 
in the offensive line,” Sanford says. “I’m very pleased with the development of our first-team of- 
fensive line.” 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN Hard to believe a defense that ranked 110th nationally against the run last 
year could be strong up front, but on paper that appears to be the case. Both starting tackles, jun- 
ior Malo Taumua and senior Martin Tevaseu, were dominant run-stuffers at times a year ago. Tau- 
mua, who already has started 23 games in his career, also blocked a field goal in overtime to help 
UNLY upset Arizona State. He is quick and athletic enough to see some time at end, too. The key 
to the line play will be improvement at the end spots, where junior Isaako Aaitui returns on one 
side. Highly touted junior college transfer B.J. Bell, younger brother of 2007 Mountain West De- 
fensive Player of the Year Beau Bell, is expected to battle much improved senior Heivaha Mafi on 


the other side. 
STG DEPTH CHART 


LINEBACKERS With all three starters back, 
WR_ 18 Phillip Payne (So.) including Jason Beauchamp, who led the con- 
WR 88 Ryan Wolfe (Sr.) ference with 127 tackles in 2008, this figures to 
WR 84 Rodelin Anthony (Sr. be the strength of the defense. Beauchamp, a 
WR 28 Michael Johnson (So.) second-team All-MWC pick who has 25 ca- 
LT 75 Matt Murphy (Jr) reer starts, will man the weak-side spot while 
LG 63 Sean Tesoro (Fr.) 


85 Jerriman Robinson (Sr) _ 
Marcus Sullivan (Fr) 

17 Renan Saint Preux (Sr.) 
Mark Barefield (Fr.) 

72 Thomas Wren (So.) 

65 Ramsey Feagai (Jr) 


C 66 dohn Gianninoto (Jr) 


RG 59 Joe Hawley (Sr) 

RT 73 Evan Marchal (ur.) 
QB 2 Omar Clayton (Jr) 
TB 27 Chris Brogdon (Sr) 


DEFENSE (7) 

DE 99 Isaako Aaitui (ur.) 
DT 68 Martin Tevaseu (Sr.) 
DT 93 Malo Taumua (ur) 
DE BJ. Bell (ur) 


WLB 33 Jason Beauchamp (Sr.) 


MLB 56 Ronnie Paulo (ur.) 
SLB 14 Starr Fuimaono (Jr) 
CB 26 Deante’ Purvis (So.) 


CB 10 Quinton Pointer (Jr) 


Ss 5 Chris Jones (So.) 
S 9 Travis Dixon (ur) 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

K 37 Kyle Watson (Sr.) 
P 37 Kyle Watson (Sr.) 


Andrew Mack (Fr.) 
Doug Zismann (Fr.) 
Thomas Kilgore (Fr.) 
6 Mike Clausen (So.) 
Bradley Randle (Fr.) 


91 Preston Brooks (ur) 

97 Bennielee Shelby (Fr.) 

96 Lale Taiese (Ur) 

42 Heivaha Mafi (Sr) 

55 Nate Carter (So.) 

58 David Blair (Fr.) 

40 Beau Orth (So.) 

24 Warren Zeigler (Jr) 
Mike Grant (Jr) 

22 Alex De Giacomo (ur) 

45 Marquel Martin (Sr) 


KR 26 Deante’ Purvis (So.) 
PR 28 Michael Johnson (So.) 


junior Ronnie Paulo, who had 90 tackles last 
season, returns at middle linebacker. Also back 
is junior strong-side linebacker Starr 
Fuimaono, who played only two games in 
2008 because of a knee injury but was arguably 
the team’s best defender a year earlier. “We're in 
pretty good shape at linebacker and we have a 
lot of depth,” Sanford says. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS Sanford made this unit a 
top recruiting priority after watching his sec- 
ondary repeatedly give up big plays both on 
the ground and through the air last year. The 
Rebels signed eight defensive backs, including 
three mid-year junior college transfers in cor- 
ners Warren Zeigler and Kenny Brown and 
safety Alex De Giacomo. All three, along with 
fall junior college transfer Mike Grant, will be 
looked upon to contribute immediately. And 
Sanford also promised to give incoming fresh- 
men Charles Childers and Courtney Bridget 
strong looks in the fall. “What's really exciting 


is that we have a lot of candidates at corner,” 
Sanford says. Safety is another spot where the competition will be intense in fall camp. Converted 
quarterbacks Chris Jones and Travis Dixon will battle De Giacomo, senior Marquel Martin and 
transfer Calvin Randleman. 


SPECIALISTS The Rebels return two kickers with game experience in senior Kyle Watson and 
junior Ben Jaekle. Watson handled the short game (7-of-8 field goals and 35-of-35 PATs), while 


Jaekle kicked off and attempted 11 long field goals and made five, including a pair of 52-yarders. - 


The big question is, who will take over for dependable Dack Ishii at punter? Senior Brendon Lamers 
battled both Watson and Jaekle in the spring, but there was no clear-cut winner and another punt- 
ing prospect could walk on and enter the mix in fall camp. Deante’ Purvis and Johnson lend speed 
to the return game. 


SCOUTING THE REBELS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP UNLV “I think they’re the most improved team in the league and they 
have a couple of young quarterbacks that have played a lot. The experience at the quarterback 
position is really going to help them. The only issue is who is going to be the starter, and when 
they name the starter, how upset the other one’s going to be. If they play both quarterbacks 
equally, I don’t think that’s a problem, but at some places it could become a problem. ... I would 
be shocked if they didn’t win six or seven games this year and go to a bowl game. ... I think 
they'll replace (running back Frank) Summers. He wasn’t really a spread, off-edge running back. 
They need a little bit quicker, faster guy back there that makes people miss in the open space. He 
was more of a power guy. I actually think they’ll be better for the offense they want to run with a 
quicker guy.” 
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OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


Red hot in the red zone One year after 
ranking last in the Mountain West in red 
zone scoring at 70 percent, UNLV tied 
Ohio State for first in the nation in that 
category at 95 percent. The Rebels had 
37 drives into the red zone and scored 35 


times, including 29 touchdowns. 


Mr. Touchdown Despite missing a quar- 
ter of the season because of a pair of 
concussions, athletic wide receiver Phillip 
Payne had 29 receptions for 436 yards 
and seven touchdowns as a true fresh- 
man. The seven TDs were one shy of the 


Mountain West freshman record. 


Mountain men The Rebels will play four 
road games at schools with an elevation 
of at least 4,500 feet, including the two 
highest locales in the Football Bow! Sub- 
division: Wyoming (7,220) and Air Force 
(6,010). The other two are New Mexico 
(4,957) and Nevada (4,505). 


Eight is enough UNLV will face a school- 
record eight teams that played in bowl 


games last season. 


October no treat UNLV is a combined 
1-14 in games played in October under 
coach Mike Sanford. This October, the 
Rebels will host perennial Mountain West 
heavyweights BYU and Utah and travel to 
in-state rival Nevada, New Mexico and 
TCU. 


Fans who viewed 
his highlight tape 
against top-notch 
southern Califor- 
nia prep talent 
were buzzing 
about Bradley 
Randle, the son 
of former major 
league infielder 


Lenny Randle. The 5'8", 195-pounder is 
expected to battle for the starting tail- 
back spot in fall camp. 


Tim Clark/Athbon Sports 


U2 2009 UNLV ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 62 Lewis, Anthony 61/235 So. Las Vegas, NV 
6 Clausen, Mike 6-2/200 So. Riverside,CA 42 Mafi, Heivaha 61/250 Sr. Oakland, CA 
2 Clayton, Omar 61/200 ur. Normal,IL 47 Mareko, Daniel 6-2/230 ur. Pago Pago, A. Samoa 

Obie, Les 5-9/180 Jr. Huntington Beach,CA 97 Shelby, Bennielee 6-2/260 ‘Fr. Greenville, TX 

RUNNING BACKS HVWT CL HOMETOWN 96 Taiese, Lale 6-3/285 dr. Oakland, CA 

27 Brogdon, Chris 57/215 Sr Phoenix, AZ 93 Taumua, Malo 60/270 Jr. Honolulu, HI 
3 Cox, Cu. 511/195 So. Garland, TX 68 Tevaseu, Martin 6-3/320 Sr. Boonville, CA 

Crear, John 57/210 Fr. Houston, TX Vea, George 6-0/220 So. Alamo, NV 

30 Thompson, Imari 5-9/200 Fr. DeSoto, TX LINEBACKERS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 

32. Trotter, Channing 58/195 dr. Mesa, AZ 33 Beauchamp, Jason 63/230 Sr San Diego, CA 

RECEIVERS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 58 ‘Blair, David 61/235 Fr. Tempe, AZ 

84. Anthony, Rodelin 65/230 Sr. Immokalee, FL Bonetpels, Dominic 60/215 Fr, Victorville, CA 

28 Johnson, Michael 58/170 So. Suisun,CA 55 Carter, Nate 6-0/230 So. Las Vegas, NV 

81 Knutson, Tate 510/185 dr Anchorage, AK Cody, Sean 511/215 Fr. Las Vegas, NV 

15 Marvel, Justin 60/195 Sr. SanBernardino,CA © 14 Fuimaono, Starr 511/210 Jr. Chula Vista, CA 

18 Payne, Phillip 63/185 So. las Vegas,NV 57 Gent, Adam 5-11/205 Sr. Bremerton, WA 

Reed, Aaron 63/200 Fr. Las Vegas, NV 53. Kravetz, Matt 61/235 So. Las Vegas, NV 

85. Robinson, Jerriman 61/190 Sr Rialto,CA 40 Orth, Beau 61/205 So. Las Vegas, NV 

V7 Saint Preux, Renan 61/185 Sr Immokalee, FL 56 Paulo, Ronnie 61/230 Jr Las Vegas, NV 

88 Wolfe, Ryan 62/210 Sr. Santa Clarita, CA 7 Rouzard, Wiselet 5-9/210 Sr Immokalee, FL 

54 Saldi, Bryce 63/215 So. Southlake, TX 
sais Pal . eral 52 Trickey, Travis 6-2/220 Fr. Springerville, AZ 

89 Harrington, Austin 63/230 So. Grapevine, TX DEFENSIVE BACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 

44 Watkins, Kyle 6-2/250 So. Phoenix, AZ 36 Barnes, Earl 59/180 Sr. Rialto, CA 

87 Young, Alex 6-4/240 Fr. Hughson,CA 31. Biggs, David 58/175 Jr. Moreno Valley, CA 

OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HIWT CL HOMETOWN 20: Brown, Kenny 5-10/160 So. Palmdale, CA 

61 Donato, Mike 63/300 dr Las Vegas, Nv 2 Chandler, Will 511/180 So. Los Angeles, CA 

65. Feagai, Ramsey 6-2/340 ur Honolulu, HI 22 De Giacomo, Alex 61/190 ur Westminster, CA 

66 Gianninoto, John 63/290 Ue Tucson, AZ 9 Dixon, Travis 60/190 Ur Chandler, AZ 

59 Hawley, Joe 63/300 Sr Yorbalinda,cA 9 Jones, Chris 62/175 So. Las Vegas, NV 

70 Heath, Jason 6-4/265 Fr. Penryn,CA 23 Lee, Terrance 60/175 Sr New Britain, CT 

51 Kaanana, Daniel 65/270 Fr. Pearl City, HT 45. Martin, Marquel 511/190 Sr. Rialto, CA 

76 Koontz, Jason 6-2/295 Fr. Corona,CA 29 Mundy, Nehemiah 60/175 Jr Los Angeles, CA 

73. Marchal, Evan 67/290 dr. Petaluma,CA 10 Pointer, Quinton 5-10/185 dr. Cape Coral, FL 

75 Murphy, Matt 6-4/290 ur. Lake Forest,CA 26. Purvis, Deante” 5-11/185 So. Pinole, CA 
77 Rodgers, Yusef 6-2/270 Fr. Van Nuys, CA Randleman, Calvin 60/195 ur Huron, OH 

63. Tesoro, Sean 61/300 Fr. Kahului, HI 29 Tillman, Ryan 510/175 Sr. Rialto, CA 

71 Watterson, Shane 65/285 Fr. Saugus,CA 24 Zeigler, Warren 60/170 ur San Leandro, CA 

72 Wren, Thomas 6-6/265 So. Yorba Linda, CA SPECIALISTS HVWT CL HOMETOWN 

DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT CL HOMETOWN = 34 Braner, Eric (LS) 5-10/190 Jr. Las Vegas, NV 

99 Aaitui, Isaako 6-3/300 Jr. PagoPago,A.Samoa 39 Jaekle, Ben (K) 61/170 Jr Las Vegas, NV 

98 Backerman, Jesse 63/230 Fr Tucson, AZ 43 Kapanui, Kamu (LS) 60/245 Sr. Honolulu, HI 

48 Brence, Beau 63/235 Fr. Plano,TX 13 Lamers,Brendon(P)  5-10/195 Sr. Palos Verdes, CA 

91 Brooks, Preston 63/250 ur. Los Angeles,CA 37 Watson, Kyle (K/P) 5-9/205 Sr R. Cucamonga, CA 

2009 SIGNEES 

Brandon Babineaux WR 6-4 200 Folsom, CA Nate Holloway DL 6-3 320 N. Las Vegas, NV 

Mark Barefield WR 6-0 185 Wills Point, TX Thomas Kilgore OL 6-4 310 Fresno, CA 

Jordan Barrett LB 6-3 225 Oak Park, CA Andrew Mack C 6-2 285 Plano, TX 

Bu. Bell DE 6-3 250 Tustin, CA Bradley Randle RB 5-8 195 Murrieta, CA 

Kenny Brown CB 5-10 160 Palmdale, CA Irshad Stolden WR 5-9 160 Rancho Cucamonga, CA 

Courtney Bridget DB 6-3 190 Baltimore, MD Marcus Sullivan WR 5-10 170 N. Las Vegas, NV 

Charles Childers DB 5-11 185 Las Vegas, NV John Therrell DB 6-1 170 Las Vegas, NV 

Alex De Giacomo S 61 190 Westminster, CA Reggie Umuolo LB 5-10 205 Phoenix, AZ 

Mike Grant DB 5-11 185 Fresno, CA Robert Waterman OL 6-2 275 Castaic, CA 

Caleb Herring QB 6-4 180 Moreno Valley,CA Warren Zeigler cB 6-0 170 San Leandro, CA 

Sidney Hodge DB 5-8 160 Las Vegas, NV Doug Zismann OL 6-3 285 Phoenix, AZ 


Coach Mike Sanford didn’t attempt to hide his glee when he announced his 22-man signing class last February. “I would 
say it’s the best class since I’ve been here,” he said. Perhaps the biggest goal was plugging a porous secondary. The 
Rebels signed eight defensive backs, including four from the junior college ranks. Another junior college transfer, highly 
touted defensive end B.J. Bell, is expected to provide an immediate boost to the team’s lackluster pass rush. The high 
school class is led by explosive running back Bradley Randle, quarterback Caleb Herring and linebacker Jordan Bar- 
rett. Barrett was regarded as one of the top 50 prospects in Southern California and received early scholarship offers 
from Notre Dame and Washington. Randle’s video highlights have invited some rather lofty comparisons. “He’s a dy- 
namic runner who can make you miss and has the speed to go the distance,” Sanford says. “I think he’s a special run- 
ner. I think he’s a Barry Sanders type of runner.” 


Sept. 5 Sacramento State 
Sept. 12 Oregon State 
Sept. 19 Hawaii ’ 
Sept. 26 at Wyoming 

Oct. 3 atNevada 

Oct. 10 BYU 

Oct. 17 Utah 

Oct. 24 at New Mexico 
Oct. 31 atTCU 

Nov. 7 Colorado State 
Nov. 14 at Air Force 
Nov. 28 San Diego State 


HEAD COACH: MIKE SANFORD 
RECORD AT SCHOOL: 11-36 (4 YEARS) 


CAREER RECORD: 11-36 (4 YEARS) 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: TODD BERRY 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: DENNIS THERRELL 
LOCATION: LAS VEGAS, NEV. 


STADIUM: SAM BOYD STADIUM (36,800) 


2008 RESULTS 


RECORD: (5-7, 2-6) 


DATE 
Aug. 30 
Sept. 6 
Sept. 13 
Sept. 20 
Sept. 27 
Oct. 4 
Oct. 18 Air Force 
Oct. 25 at BYU 
Nov. 1 TCU 
Nov. 
Nov. 13 
Nov. 22 


at Utah 


Nevada 


Wyoming 


OPPONENT 
Utah State 


at Arizona State 
Iowa State 


New Mexico 


at Colorado State 


at San Diego State 


RESULT 


SCORE 
Ww 27-17 
L 21-42 
W (ot) 23-20 
W (ot) 34-31 
L 27-49 
L 28-41 
L 28-29 
L 35-42 
L 14-44 
Ww 27-20 
WwW 22-14 
L 21-42 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


PASSING 


Omar Clayton 


Mike Clausen 


RUSHING 

Frank Summers 
C.J. Cox 

Omar Clayton 


RECEIVING 
Ryan Wolfe 
Casey Flair 
Phillip Payne 


ATT COMP) §=YDS 1D INT 
258 1521,894 18 4 
125 70 767 2 
AT YDS AVG TD 

183 740 40 8 

54) 191) ~3.5) fl 

675 1635 e240 AL 

REC YDS AVG 1D 

88 1,040 11.8 6 

49 560 114 4 

29 436 15.0 7 


Kicking: Kyle Watson, 7-8 FGs, 35-35 XPs, 


56 points 


Tackles: Jason Beauchamp, 127; 


Ronnie Paulo, 90 


Sacks: Three players tied with 2 


Interceptions: Quinton Pointer, 2 
Returning Players in Bold 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 
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thlon Sports and U-Sports have joined forces to become the ul- 
timate college fantasy destination. Athlon is the industry leader 
in preseason college football coverage and the place to go for in- 
season college fantasy information. U-Sports is entering its 14th 
season as the leader in college fantasy sports contests. This partnership has 
created the one-stop destination for all of your college fantasy needs. 

The college football season at Athlon doesn’t stop with the magazine. In fact, 
it’s just beginning. No matter if you are a college fantasy veteran or interested 
in checking out the hobby, Athlon has you covered. 

The same features that made U-Sports the premier college fantasy contest are 
back, including the ability for each league to choose its talent pool, make waiver 
wire transactions or trades each week and set your own scoring system. Just 
like any offense in college football, there will be a few new wrinkles for 2009. 
Owners will see a revamped playoff system and have the ability to participate 
in total point leagues — in addition to the standard head-to-head setting. 

The best part about participating in any fantasy league? The draft. Owners 
have the ability to participate in a live draft before the season kicks off. Once 
the season gets going, owners can take advantage of in-game scoring, along 
with player updates throughout the week to keep you informed on the latest 
news and notes. 

Athlon Sports is now your in-season destination for the best college fantasy 
football coverage and provider of college fantasy sports. Here's what to expect 
each week to help your college fantasy lineup at AthlonFantasySports.com: 

* Start or sit advice 

* Weekly positional rankings 


Waiver wire advice 


News and notes 


Weekly recaps 
Weekly podcasts 


Don't forget to check AthlonFantasySports.com throughout the offseason 
for updated draft rankings, player profiles, strategy pieces and plenty more to 
start your college fantasy dynasty in 2009. 


Looking ahead to 2009 

There’s no substitute fora proven quarterback. Having a steady, senior lead- 
ership presence in the huddle is often the difference between winning a na- 
tional title or finishing fifth in the conference. The same can be said for college 
fantasy football. 


Quarterbacks dominated the top of the final rankings last year, with eight of 


the top 10 players taking snaps from center, Rice’s Chase Clement led all col- 
lege players with 434 fantasy points, with Houston's Case Keenum checking in 
at second. Michigan State running back Javon Ringer and Rice tight end James 
Casey were the only skill players in the rop 10, 

Even with Clement, Texas Tech’s Graham Harrell and Tulsa's David John- 
son out of eligibility, quarterbacks should dominate the top of 2009 draft. 
Keenum is the top returning player by fantasy points from last season and 
tops Athlon Sports’ first top 150 release. Although running backs tend to 
dominate the top of the draft in NFL fantasy leagues, quarterbacks are usu- 
ally valued more in college. 

After pounding his way for 17 touchdowns last season, Oregon's LeGarrette 
Blount is the No. 1 fantasy running back going into the preseason. Blount 
should see a few more carries come his way, especially with Jeremiah Johnson 
out of eligibility. Although most standard leagues require three starters at run- 
ning back, it’s not a particularly top-heavy year at this position. 

Receivers are the most difficult to peg every year, and outside of Oklahoma 
State’s Dez Bryant and Kansas’ Dezmon Briscoe, there is a lot of uncertainty. 
The SMU duo of Aldrick Robinson and Emmanuel Sanders should post plenty 
of fantasy points, and Texas’ Jordan Shipley should be a great value in all league 
formats. However, there are several top 50 receivers in the middle rounds who 
have boom-or-bust potential. 
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Top 150 Overall 


1. Case Keenum, QB, Houston 
2. Dan LeFevour, QB, Central Michigan 
3. Tim Tebow, QB, Florida 
4. Sam Bradford, QB, Oklahoma 
5. Taylor Potts, QB, Texas Tech 
6. Colin Kaepernick, QB, Nevada 
7. Colt McCoy, QB, Texas 
8. LeGarrette Blount, RB, Oregon 
9. Dez Bryant, WR, Oklahoma State 
10. André Anderson, RB, Tulane 
11. James Starks, RB, Buffalo 
12. Jacquizz Rodgers, RB, Oregon State 
13. Jahvid Best, RB, California 
14. Kendall Hunter, RB, Oklahoma State 
15. DeMarco Murray, RB, Oklahoma 
16. Bryce Beall, RB, Houston 
17. Dezmon Briscoe, WR, Kansas 
18. Zac Robinson, QB, Oklahoma State 
19. Aldrick Robinson, WR, SMU 
20. John Clay, RB; Wisconsin 
21. Eugene Jarvis, RB, Kent State 
22. MiQuale Lewis, RB, Ball State 
23. Chris Brown, RB, Oklahoma 
24. Evan Royster, RB, Penn State 
25. Charles Scott, RB, LSU 
26. Harvey Unga, RB, BYU 
27. Jonathan Dwyer, RB, Georgia Tech 
28. Damion Fletcher, RB, Southern Miss 
29. Jordan Shipley, WR, Texas 
30. Robert Griffin, QB, Baylor 
31. Juice Williams, QB, Illinois 
32. Michael Smith, RB, Arkansas 
33. Ryan Broyles, WR, Oklahoma 
34. Mardy Gilyard, WR, Cincinnati 
35. DeAndre Brown, WR, Southern Miss 
36. Mark Ingram, RB, Alabama 
37. Antonio Brown, WR, Central Michigan 
38. Todd Reesing, QB, Kansas 
39. Jermaine Gresham, TE, Oklahoma 
40. Emmanuel Sanders, WR, SMU 
41. Tyron Carrier, WR, Houston 
42. Arrelious Benn, WR, Illinois 
43. Max Hall, QB, BYU 
44. C.J. Spiller, RB, Clemson 
45. Derrick Washington, RB, Missouri 
46. Noel Devine, RB, West Virginia 
47. Dennis Pitta, TE, BYU 
48. Golden Tate, WR, Notre Dame 
49. Detron Lewis, WR, Texas Tech 
50. Trevor Vittatoe, QB, UTEP 
51. Rob Gronkowski, TE, Arizona 
52. Jewel Hampton, RB, Iowa 
53. Brandon Minor, RB, Michigan 
54. Terrelle Pryor, QB, Ohio State 
55. D.J. Williams, TE, Arkansas 
56. Kris Adams, WR, UTEP 
57. Jeremy Avery, RB, Boise State 
58. Dexter McCluster, WR, Ole Miss 
59. Darren Evans, RB, Virginia Tech 
60. Michael Floyd, WR, Notre Dame 
61. Anthony Dixon, RB, Mississippi State 
62. Daniel Porter, RB, Louisiana Tech 
63. Jeremiah Masoli, QB, Oregon 
64. Aaron Hernandez, TE, Florida 
65. James Rodgers, WR, Oregon State 
66. Roy Helu Jr, RB, Nebraska 
67. Damaris Johnson, WR, Tulsa 
68. Naaman Roosevelt, WR, Buffalo 
69. Matt Asiata, RB, Utah 
70. Charles Clay, RB, Tulsa 
71. Vai Taua, RB, Nevada 
72. Baron Batch, RB, Texas Tech 
73. Jerrel Jernigan, WR, Troy 
74. Kerry Meier, WR, Kansas 
75. Eric Decker, WR, Minnesota 


For all league formats 


76. Toby Gerhart, RB, Stanford 
77. Jacob Bower, QB, Tulsa 
78. Brandon West, RB, Western Michigan 
79. Victor Anderson, RB, Louisville 
80. TY. Hilton, WR, Florida International 
81. Jake Sharp, RB, Kansas 
82. Cody Slate, TE, Marshall 
83. Jeff Moturi, WR, UTEP 
84. Austin Davis, QB, Southern Miss 
85. Duduan Harris, RB, Troy 
86. Cortez Gent, WR, Florida Atlantic 
87. Bryan Anderson, WR, Central Michigan 
88. Kellen Moore, QB, Boise State 
89. Damian Williams, WR, USC 
90. Joe Webb, QB, UAB 
91. Garrett Graham, TE, Wisconsin 
92. Ryan Wolfe, WR, UNLV 
93. Juan Nunez, WR, Western Michigan 
94, Austin Pettis, WR, Boise State 
95. Bo Levi Mitchell, QB, SMU 
96. Ryan Mathews, RB, Fresno State 
97. Jason Harmon, TE, Florida Atlantic 
98. Da’Rel Scott, RB, Maryland 
99. A.J. Green, WR, Georgia 
100. Adron Tennell, WR, Oklahoma 
101. Reggie Arnold, RB, Arkansas State 
102. Greg Alexander, QB, Hawaii 
103. Kendall Wright, WR, Baylor 
104. Stephen Williams, WR, Toledo 
105. Jermaine Thomas, RB, Florida State 
106. Florida Defense 
107. Darius Marshall, RB, Marshall 
108, Chris Wellington, WR, Nevada 
109. Brandon LaFell, WR, LSU 
110. Julio Jones, WR, Alabama 
111. Frank Goodin, RB, UL Monroe 
112. Jevan Snead, QB, Ole Miss 
113. Jimmy Clausen, QB, Notre Dame 
114. Caleb King, RB, Georgia 
115. Jake Locker, QB, Washington 
116. Jeff Fuller, WR, Texas A&M 
117. USC Defense 
118. Nic Grigsby, RB, Arizona 
119. Joseph Turner, RB, TCU 
120. Lyle Leong, WR, Texas Tech 
121. Jamie McCoy, TE, Texas A&M 
122. Alabama Defense 
123. Oklahoma Defense 
124. Daniel Herron, RB, Ohio State 
125. Graig Cooper, RB, Miami 
126. Curtis Steele, RB, Memphis 
127. Dion Morton, WR, Colorado State 
128. Ohio State Defense 
129. Malcolm Williams, WR, Texas 
130. Ed Dickson, TE, Oregon 
131. Virginia Tech Defense 
132. McKay Jacobson, WR, BYU 
133. North Carolina Defense 
134. Penn State Defense 
135. Edwin Baker, RB, Michigan State 
136. Duane Bennett, RB, Minnesota 
137. Slick Shelley, WR, Tulsa 
138. Tony Pike, QB, Cincinnati 
139. Tim Hiller, QB, Western Michigan 
140. Jacory Stone, WR, Eastern Michigan 
141. L.J, Castile, WR, Houston 
142. Rusty Smith, QB, Florida Atlantic 
143. Russell Wilson, QB, NC State 
144. Jordan Todman, RB, Connecticut 
145. Jaycen Taylor, RB, Purdue 
146. California Defense 
147. Daryll Clark, QB, Penn State 
148. DaJuane Collins, RB, Toledo 
149. Phillip Livas, WR, Louisiana Tech 
150. Mike McNeill, TE, Nebraska 
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Bradford: Layne Murdoch; Tebow: Tim Clark/Athion Sports 
Blount: Ric Fogel; Best: Peter Brouillett; Bryant: Chris Covatta 


Quarterbacks Tight En 1s 


Running Backs 


1. Case Keenum, Houston 1. LeGarrette Blount, Oregon 1. Dez Bryant, Oklahoma State 1, Jermaine Gresham, Oklahoma 
2. Dan LeFevour, Central Michigan 2. André Anderson, Tulane 2. Dezmon Briscoe, Kansas 2. Dennis Pitta, BYU 
3. Tim Tebow, Florida 3. James Starks, Buffalo 3. Aldrick Robinson, SMU 3. Rob Gronkowski, Arizona 
4. Sam Bradford, Oklahoma 4. Jacquizz Rodgers, Oregon State 4. Jordan Shipley, Texas 4. D.J. Williams, Arkansas 
5. Taylor Potts, Texas Tech 5. Jahvid Best, California 5. Ryan Broyles, Oklahoma 5. Aaron Hernandez, Florida 
6. Colin Kaepernick, Nevada 6. Kendall Hunter, Oklahoma State 6. Mardy Gilyard, Cincinnati 6. Cody Slate, Marshall 
7. Colt McCoy, Texas 7. DeMarco Murray, Oklahoma 7. DeAndre Brown, Southern Miss 7. Garrett Graham, Wisconsin 
8. Zac Robinson, Oklahoma State 8. Bryce Beall, Houston 8. Antonio Brown, Central Michigan 8. Jason Harmon, Florida Atlantic 
9. Robert Griffin, Baylor 9. John Clay, Wisconsin 9. Emmanuel Sanders, SMU 9. Jamie McCoy, Texas A&M 
10. Juice Williams, Illinois 10. Eugene Jarvis, Kent State 10. Tyron Carrier, Houston 10. Ed Dickson, Oregon 
11. Todd Reesing, Kansas 11. MiQuale Lewis, Ball State 11. Arrelious Benn, Illinois 11. Mike McNeill, Nebraska 
12. Max Hall, BYU 12. Chris Brown, Oklahoma 12. Golden Tate, Notre Dame 12. Kyle Rudolph, Notre Dame 
13. Trevor Vittatoe, UTEP 13. Evan Royster, Penn State 13. Detron Lewis, Texas Tech 13. Andrew Jones, Missouri 
14. Terrelle Pryor, Ohio State 14. Charles Scott, LSU 14. Kris Adams, UTEP 14. Richard Dickson, LSU 
15. Jeremiah Masoli, Oregon 15. Harvey Unga, BYU 15. Dexter McCluster, Ole Miss 15. Tony Moeaki, Iowa 
16. Jacob Bower, Tulsa 16. Jonathan Dwyer, Georgia Tech 16. Michael Floyd, Notre Dame 16. Josh LeDuc, Eastern Michigan 
17. Austin Davis, Southern Miss 17. Damion Fletcher, Southern Miss 17. James Rodgers, Oregon State 17. Jamari Grant, Florida Atlantic 
18. Kellen Moore, Boise State 18. Michael Smith, Arkansas 18. Damaris Johnson, Tulsa 18. Ben Wooster, Wake Forest 
19. Joe Webb, UAB 19. Mark Ingram, Alabama 19. Naaman Roosevelt, Buffalo 19. Andrew George, BYU 
20. Bo Levi Mitchell, SMU 20. C.J. Spiller, Clemson 20. Jerrel Jernigan, Troy 20. Greg Boone, Virginia Tech 
21. Greg Alexander, Hawaii 21. Derrick Washington, Missouri 21. Kerry Meier, Kansas 
22. Jevan Snead, Ole Miss 22. Noel Devine, West Virginia 22. Eric Decker, Minnesota 
23. Jimmy Clausen, Notre Dame 23. Jewel Hampton, Iowa 23. TY. Hilton, Florida International = 
24. Jake Locker, Washington 24, Brandon Minor, Michigan 24. Jeff Moturi, UTEP 
25. Tony Pike, Cincinnati 25. Jeremy Avery, Boise State 25. Cortez Gent, Florida Atlantic 
26. Tim Hiller, Western Michigan 26. Darren Evans, Virginia Tech 26. Bryan Anderson, Central Michigan 1. Dan Bailey, Oklahoma State 
27. Rusty Smith, Florida Atlantic 27. Anthony Dixon, Mississippi State 27. Damian Williams, USC 2. Brett Swenson, Michigan State 
28. Russell Wilson, NC State 28. Daniel Porter, Louisiana Tech 28. Ryan Wolfe, UNLV 3. Hunter Lawrence, Texas 
29. Daryll Clark, Penn State 29. Roy Helu Jr., Nebraska 29. Juan Nunez, Western Michigan 4. Jonathan Phillips, Florida 
30. Ryan Mallett, Arkansas 30, Matt Asiata, Utah 30. Austin Pettis, Boise State 5. Philip Welch, Wisconsin 
31. Matt Grothe, South Florida 31. Charles Clay, Tulsa 31. AJ. Green, Georgia 6. Tress Way, Oklahoma 
32. Corey Leonard, Arkansas State 32. Vai Taua, Nevada 32. Adron Tennell, Oklahoma 7. Kyle Brotzman, Boise State 
33. Austen Arnaud, Towa State 33. Baron Batch, Texas Tech 33. Kendall Wright, Baylor 8. Joshua Shene, Ole Miss 


34. Omar Clayton, UNLV 


34. Toby Gerhart, Stanford 


34. Stephen Williams, Toledo 


9. Alex Henery, Nebraska 


35. Tyler Sheehan, Bowling Green 35. Brandon West, Western Michigan 35. Chris Wellington, Nevada 10. Leigh Tiffin, Alabama 
36. Tyrod Taylor, Virginia Tech 36. Victor Anderson, Louisville 36. Brandon LaFell, LSU 11. Thomas Weber, Arizona State 
37. Adam Weber, Minnesota 37. Jake Sharp, Kansas 37. Julio Jones, Alabama 12. Sam Glusman, Troy 
38. Jerrod Johnson, Texas A&M 38. Duduan Harris, Troy 38. Jeff Fuller, Texas A&M 13. Ross Evans, TCU 
39. Blaine Gabbert, Missouri 39. Ryan Mathews, Fresno State 39. Lyle Leong, Texas Tech 14. Josh Arauco, Arkansas State 
40. Andy Dalton, TCU 40. Da’Rel Scott, Maryland 40. Dion Morton, Colorado State 15. Blair Walsh, Georgia 
41. Diondre Borel, Utah State 41. Reggie Arnold, Arkansas State 41. Malcolm Williams, Texas 
42. Levi Brown, Troy 42. Jermaine Thomas, Florida State 42. McKay Jacobson, BYU 
43. Arkelon Hall, Memphis 43. Darius Marshall, Marshall 43. Kevin Jurovich, San Jose State 
44. Jarrett Brown, West Virginia 44, Frank Goodin, UL-Monroe 44, Slick Shelley, Tulsa 
45. Chris Jacquemain, Akron 45. Caleb King, Georgia 45. Jacory Stone, Eastern Michigan 
46. Andy Schmitt, Eastern Michigan 46. Nic Grigsby, Arizona 46. LJ. Castile, Houston 1. Florida 16. Texas 
47. Boo Jackson, Ohio 47. Joseph Turner, TCU 47. Brandon Banks, Kansas State 2. USC 17. Clemson 
48. Aaron Corp, USC 48. Daniel Herron, Ohio State 48. Phillip Livas, Louisiana Tech 3. Alabama 18. LSU 
49. Christian Ponder, Florida State 49. Graig Cooper, Miami 49. Deonte Thompson, Florida 4. Oklahoma 19. Ole Miss 
50. Mike Kafka, Northwestern 50. Curtis Steele, Memphis 50. Jimmy Young, TCU 5. Ohio State 20. Florida State 
51. Joe McKnight, USC 51. Carlos Singleton, Memphis 6. Virginia Tech 21. Auburn 
52. Edwin Baker, Michigan State 52. Edward Britton, Texas Tech 7. North Carolina 22. Georgia 
53. Duane Bennett, Minnesota 53. Patrick Edwards, Houston 8. Penn State 23. East Carolina 
54. Jordan Todman, Connecticut 54. Andre Jones, Akron 9. California 24. Michigan State 
55. Jaycen Taylor, Purdue 55. Titus Young, Boise State 10. Tennessee 25. UCLA 
56. DaJuane Collins, Toledo 56. Ronald Johnson, USC 11. Iowa 26. Georgia Tech 
57. Phillip Tanner, MTSU 57. Shay Hodge, Ole Miss 12. Boston College 27. Kentucky 
58. Jeff Demps, Florida 58. Andre Debose, Florida 13. Utah 28. Connecticut 
59. Mike Ford, South Florida 59. Freddie Barnes, Bowling Green 14. TCU 29. Arizona State 
60. Bryce Brown, Tennessee 60. D’Andre Goodwin, Washington 15. Boise State 30. Miami 
61. Christine Michael, Texas A&M 61. Tramain Swindall, Texas Tech 
62. Deonte’ Jackson, Idaho 62. Joe Adams, Arkansas 
63. Jay Finley, Baylor 63. DeVier Posey, Ohio State 
64. Armando Allen, Notre Dame 64. Ryan Tannehill, Texas A&M ro) | x a} 
65. Luke Lippincott, Nevada 65. Briggs Orsbon, Ball State 
66. Keola Antolin, Arizona 66. Rashaun Greer, Colorado State Terrance Cain, QB, Utah 
67. Cam Montgomery, North Texas 67. O'Neill Chambers, BYU Jon Eastman, QB, Colorado State 
68. Mikell Simpson, Virginia 68. Jeremy Williams, Tulane Leonard Mason, RB, Colorado State 
69. Shaun Draughn, North Carolina 69. Mike Williams, Syracuse Lamon Muldrow, RB, San Jose State 
70. Stephen Simmons, Northwestern 70. Brandon Collins, Texas Reggie Dunn, WR, Oregon State 
71. Rodney Stewart, Colorado 71. Danario Alexander, Missouri Tyrece Gaines, WR, Oregon 
72. Jarvis Giles, South Carolina 72. Vincent Brown, San Diego State Jamar Howard, WR, Cincinnati 
73. James Wright, New Mexico 73. Terrell Turner, Arizona Cameron Kenney, WR, Oklahoma 
74, Montel Harris, Boston College 74. Malcolm Beyah, MTSU Chris Matthews, WR, Kentucky 
75. Brynn Harvey, UCF 75. Duke Calhoun, Memphis Andre Simmons, WR, Colorado 
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2009 College Fantasy Football Mock Draft 


Todd DeVries Nathan Karp Mitch Light Blair Kerk Jake Veyh! Steven Lassan _ Patrick Snow Smith Nathan Rush Bill Trocchi Tom Luicci Braden Gall 
CFFGeek.com U-Sports Athlon Sports KC Star Athlon Sports  AthlonSports _ Athlon Sports FCB Athlon Sports SLcom Star-Ledger Athlon Sports 
1. 2 3 + x 6. 7. & 9. 10. 11. 12. 
Case Keenum | Tim Tebow Colin Colt McCoy | Dan LeFevour | Sam Bradford Potts LeGarrette | Terrelle Pryor Dez Bryant Kellen Moore Jacquizz 
QB QB Kaepernick QB QB QB QB Blount QB WR QB Rodgers 
Houston Florida QB Texas Central Oklahoma Texas Tech RB Ohio State Oklahoma St. Boise State RB 
Nevada Michigan Oregon Oregon State 
24. 23. 22. 20. 19. 18 17. 16. 15. 14, 13. 
DeAndre MiQuale Lewis | James Starks Dezmon Kendall Hunter André DeMarco Trevor Vittatoe| Jahvid Best | Zac Robinson | Todd Reesing John Clay 
Brown RB RB Briscoe RB Anderson Murray QB RB QB QB RB 
WR Ball State Buffalo WR Oklahoma St. RB RB UTEP California Oklahoma St. Kansas Wisconsin 
Southern Miss Kansas Tulane Oklahoma 
25. 2%. 27. 28. 29. 3. 31. 3. 34, 35, %. 

Bryce Beall | Jordan Shipley | Charles Scott Derrick Jonathan Aldrick Chris Brown Damion Noel Devine Vai Tava Evan Royster | Juice Williams 
RB WR RB Washington Dwyer Robinson RB Fletcher RB RB RB QB 
Houston Texas LSU RB RB WR Oklahoma RB West Virginia Nevada Penn State Illinois 

Missouri Georgia Tech SMU Southern Miss 
48. 47, 46, 45 44, 43. 42. 41. 40. Bik 3%. 37. 
Ryan Broyles | Harvey Unga | Arrelious Benn | Detron Lewis | Tyron Carrier | Eugene Jarvis | Mardy Gilyard | Jacob Bower | Golden Tate Robert Griffin | Darren Evans Jermaine 
WR RB WR WR WR RB WR QB WR QB RB Gresham 
Oklahoma BYU Illinois Texas Tech Houston Kent State Cincinnati Tulsa Notre Dame Baylor Virginia Tech TE 
i Oklahoma 
49. 50. $1. 52. 53. 54. 55. 56. 57. 58. 60. 
Rob Dexter D.J. Williams Jake Sharp | Antonio Brown | Dennis Pitta Jewel Matt Asiata Aaron C.J. Spiller Julio Jones Mark Ingram 
Gronkowski McCluster TE RB WR TE Hampton RB Hernandez RB WR RB 
TE WR Arkansas Kansas Central BYU RB Utah TE Clemson Alabama Alabama 
Arizona Ole Miss Michigan Iowa Florida 
il 17 7 Tra Se) (oe 17. See Ee F 7 | 
72. 71. 70 69. 68. 67. 66. 65. 64. 63. 62 6, 
Toby Gerhart | Charles Clay | Michael Smith | Austin Davis Max Hail Emmanuel Ryan Wolfe James Damian A.J. Green Eric Decker | Michael Floyd 
RB RB RB QB QB Sanders WR Rodgers Williams WR WR WR 
Stanford Tulsa Arkansas Southern Miss BYU WR UNLV WR WR Georgia Minnesota Notre Dame 
SMU Oregon State USC 
den bed hs 
73. 74. 75. 76. 77. 78. 79. 80. 81 82. 83. 

Damaris Kevin Jurovich | Kendall Wright | Roy Helu Jr. | Anthony Dixon | Brandon Minor | Baron Batch | Brandon LaFell| Joe McKnight Cody Slate Nate Byham Jeremiah 
Johnson WR WR RB RB RB RB WR RB TE TE Masoli 
WR SJSU Baylor Nebraska Miss. State Michigan Texas Tech LSU USC Marshall Pittsburgh QB 

Tulsa Oregon 


For the rest of the mock draft and updated rankings, visit athlonsports.com. 


Offense 

10 yards rushing = 1 point 
10 yards receiving = 1 point 
25 yards passing = 1 point 


4 points per passing TD 

6 points per rushing TD 

6 points per receiving TD 

6 points per punt/kick return touchdown 
0.5 points per reception 


Kickers 

Less than 30 yards = 3 pts 
40-49 yards = 4 pts 

50-59 yards = 5 pts 

Greater than 60 yards = 6 pts 


Team Defenses 
0 points allowed - 15 pts 

2-6 points allowed - 10 pts 
7-13 points allowed - 7 pts 
14-20 points allowed - 4 pts 


21-27 points allowed - 2 pts 
28-34 points allowed - 0 pts 
35+ points allowed - (-2) pts 


Dwight Dasher, QB, Middle Tennessee New co- 
ordinator Tony Franklin should ignite the Blue 
Raiders’ offense. 

Riley Dodge, QB, North Texas Expect the 
Mean Green to be involved in plenty of 
shootouts. 

Christian Ponder, QB, Florida State Improving 
passer with young receivers, but adds value 
with rushing ability. 

Matt Scott, QB, Arizona Cats will miss Willie 
Tuitama, but Scott is a promising dual-threat 
option. 

Mario Fannin, RB, Auburn Gus Malzahn bring- 
ing high-powered offense to the Plains. 

Jason Ford, RB, Illinois Ford's solid spring 
should result in more carries this season. 


Dion Lewis, RB, Pittsburgh No LeSean McCoy? 
Someone will get carries in the Steel City. 
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Mossis Madu, RB/WR, Oklahoma A deep 
backfield in Norman, but Madu is a nice all- 
around threat. 


Mikell Simpson, RB, Virginia Should shine on 
the ground and with receptions in UVA’s new 
spread offense. 


James Wright, RB, New Mexico Can the 
Lobos continue streak of 1,000-yard rushers? 


Joe Adams, WR, Arkansas Shined as a fresh- 
man; only getting better with Ryan Mallett 
under center. 


Randall Cobb, WR, Kentucky Wildcats desper- 


ately need playmakers, and Cobb is the most 
dynamic option on the roster. 


Darius Darks, WR, lowa State New offense 
should provide plenty of opportunities. 


Jarred Fayson, WR, Illinois Illini finally get le- 
gitimate No. 2 option for Juice Williams. 


Terence Jeffers, WR, Vanderbilt Connecticut 
transfer should be a good fit in Commodores’ 
new offense. 


Aldarius Johnson, WR, Miami Rising sopho- 
more will benefit from Jacory Harris’ contin- 
ued growth under center. 


Dwight Jones, WR, North Carolina Strong 
Spring showing should push Jones as the No. 
1 option for T.u. Yates. 


DeVier Posey, WR, Ohio State Someone will 
catch passes from Terrelle Pryor, and Posey 
could be the top option. 


Torrey Smith, WR, Maryland Explosive sopho- 
more should see plenty of passes from quar- 
terback Chris Turner. 


Kavario Middleton, TE, Washington With Jake 
Locker healthy, Huskies should see improved 
passing attack. 


Safeties - 2 pts 

Fumbles recovered - 3 pts 

Interceptions recovered - 3 pts 

Sacks - L pt 

Defensive/Special Teams touchdowns - 6 pts 


eS 


Matt Barkley, QB, USC 

Tate Forcier, QB, Michigan 

Aaron Murray, QB, Georgia 

Tyrik Rollison, QB, Auburn 
Russell Shepard, QB, LSU 

Edwin Baker, RB, Michigan State 
Jaamal Berry, RB, Ohio State 
Bryce Brown, RB, Tennessee 
Washaun Ealey, RB, Georgia 
Jarvis Giles, RB, South Carolina 
Christine Michael, RB, Texas A&M 
Trent Richardson, RB, Alabama 
Chris Whaley, RB, Texas 

Jheranie Boyd, WR, North Carolina 
Randall Carroll, WR, UCLA 

Andre Debose, WR, Florida 

Willie Downs, WR, Florida State 
Logan Heastie, WR, West Virginia 
Rueben Randle, WR, LSU 

Morrell Presley, TE, UCLA 
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Here at Athlon Sports, we pride ourselves on out predictions — with good reason. Last year at this time, we were 
doing the Gator Chomp while everyone else was barking about the Dawgs. 
Perhaps we're drunk on our own success, but this year, we're nudging the prognostication bar even higher, by 
projecting the matchups for all 34 bowl games. Feel free to match wits with us. Send your predictions to 
editor@athlonsports.com. Come Jan. 7, 2010, we'll compare notes. 


BOWL 

NEW MEXICO [DEC. 19] 

ST. PETERSBURG (DEC. 19) 
NEW ORLEANS (DEC. 20) 
LAS VEGAS (DEC. 22) 
POINSETTIA (DEC. 23) 
HAWAII (DEC. 24) 
MEINEKE CAR CARE (DEC. 26) 
MOTOR CITY (DEC. 26) 
EMERALD (DEC. 26) 

MUSIC CITY (DEC. 27] 
INDEPENDENCE [DEC. 28) 
CHAMPS SPORTS (DEC. 29) 
EAGLEBANK (DEC. 30] 
HUMANITARIAN (DEC. 30) 
HOLIDAY (DEC. 30) 

TEXAS (DEC. 30) 

ARMED FORCES (DEC. 31) 
SUN (DEC. 31] 
CHICK-FIL-A (DEC. 31} 
INSIGHT (DEC. 31] 
OUTBACK (JAN. 1) 

GATOR (JAN. 1} 

CAPITAL ONE [JAN. 1) 
INTERNATIONAL (JAN. 2) 
COTTON (JAN. 2) 
PAPAJOHNS.COM (JAN. 2) 
LIBERTY (JAN. 2) 

ALAMO (JAN. 2) 

GMAC (JAN. 6) 


ROSE (JAN. 1] 
SUGAR (JAN. 1} 
FIESTA (JAN. 4) 
ORANGE (JAN. 5} 


NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP (JAN. 7) 
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MATCHUP 

MWC vs. WAC 

BIG EAST vs. C-USA 
SUN BELT vs. C-USA 
MWC vs. PAC-10 
MWC vs. PAC-10 
WAC vs. C-USA 

ACC vs. BIG EAST 
BIG TEN vs. MAC 
PAC-10 vs. ACC 

ACC vs. SEC 

BIG 12 vs. SEC 

BIG TEN vs. ACC 
ACC vs. ARMY/C-USA 
MWC vs. WAC 
PAC-10 vs. BIG 12 
BIG 12 vs. C-USA/NAVY 
C-USA vs. MWC 

BIG 12 vs. PAC-10 
ACC vs. SEC 

BIG TEN vs. BIG 12 
BIG TEN vs. SEC 

BIG EAST vs. ACC 
BIG TEN vs. SEC 

BIG EAST vs. MAC 
SEC vs. BIG 12 NO 
SEC vs. BIG EAST 
C-USA vs. SEC 

BIG TEN vs. BIG 12 
ACC vs. MAC 


BCS vs. BCS 
BCS vs. BCS 
BCS vs. BCS 
BCS vs. BCS 
BCS vs. BCS 


PROJECTION 

BYU vs. NEVADA 

RUTGERS vs. SOUTHERN MISS 
TROY vs. MEMPHIS 

UTAH vs. OREGON STATE 

TCU vs. UCLA 

HAWAII vs. HOUSTON 

NC STATE vs. WEST VIRGINIA 
MICHIGAN vs. CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
ARIZONA STATE vs. CLEMSON 
MIAMI vs. ARKANSAS 

BAYLOR vs. SOUTH CAROLINA 
NORTHWESTERN vs. GEORGIA TECH 
BOSTON COLLEGE vs. MARSHALL 
COLORADO STATE vs. LOUISIANA TECH 
CALIFORNIA vs. NEBRASKA 
COLORADO vs. NAVY 

UTEP vs. AIR FORCE 

TEXAS TECH vs. OREGON 

FLORIDA STATE vs. TENNESSEE 
WISCONSIN vs. MISSOURI 

IOWA vs. GEORGIA 

NOTRE DAME vs. NORTH CAROLINA 
MICHIGAN STATE vs. OLE MISS 
PITTSBURGH vs. WESTERN MICHIGAN 
LSU vs. OKLAHOMA STATE 

AUBURN vs. SOUTH FLORIDA 

EAST CAROLINA vs. VANDERBILT 
ILLINOIS vs. KANSAS 

WAKE FOREST vs. BUFFALO 


USC vs. OHIO STATE 

ALABAMA vs. CINCINNATI 
BOISE STATE vs. TEXAS 
VIRGINIA TECH vs. PENN STATE 
FLORIDA vs. OKLAHOMA 


ATHLON® SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2009 


rrr" 


Winning isn’t everything. Saving hundreds 
on car insurance is. - 


(Get a FREE rate quane tody. 


¥ “a a Kes aoe | 
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Government Employees Insurance Co. ° GEICO General Insurance Co. © GEICO Indemnity Co, * GEICO Casualty Co, These companies are subsidiaries of 
Berkshire Hathaway Inc. GEICO auto insurance is not available in Mass. GEICO, Washington, DC 20076. © 2008 GEICO 


Capture all your game faces in HD. 


Game on! Record all the heavy hitters in stunning 1920x1080 Full HD with the new HD Everio 

GZ-HM200 from JVC. Slim and lightweight, this game changer features a Dual SD card so you 

never run out of recording time at the goal line. With one-touch upload to YouTube™ and si 
export to iTunes, you’re unstoppable. 
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JVC 


H D E V e r 1 (@) camecorder.jve.com The Perfect Experience — 


‘Installation of bundled software (for Windows only) required: iTunes Is a trademark of Apple, Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries. 
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